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and Improved Fence-Post, of which ‘the fol-

‘the blank stamped.out by dies to the shape
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To ail whom it MaYy COnCern: ‘

Beit known that I, JOSEPH BUCHTEL, r e51d- ‘
ing at Portland, in the county of Multnomah
and‘ State of Oregon, have invented a new

lowing is a specification,.

My invention is in the nature of an im-
proved fence-post, especially for barbed or
plain wire strands, and comprehends a novel
construction of anchor member and a codp-
erating standard or post member detachably
supported in and held interlocked with the
anchor member.

In its more complete nature my improved
post comprises an anchor member made of
4 single piece of malleable sheet steel or iron
stamped or cut to form and bent up to receive’
a standard provided with sunitably-arranged
wire-strand-receiving notches.

Subordinately,my invention consists in cer-
tain details of construction and arrangement
of parts, all of which will heréinafter be fully
described, and pointed out in the claims, ref-
erence belntr had.to the a(,compeunqnﬂr draw-

ings, in whlch— i

Figure 1is a perspectlve view of my -im-’
proved fence-post. "~ Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is-a-diagrammatic
plan view 111ustratm<r the blank from which
the anchor members are formed. TIig. 4isa-
detail view of one of the anchors. I‘w 5-is
a cross-section of the same on the line 5 5 of
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a similar view of the an-
chor and post members connected. Fig. 7 is
a detail view of one-of the wire-strand holders
or posts. Fig. 8 is a view of a slightly-modi-

In the practical construction of my im-
proved fence-post the anchor member A is
made from malleable sheet steel or iron and

shown in Fig. 8, by reference to which it will
be noticed the blank consists of a central
square portion 1 and oppositely-extending ta-
pering portions 2 2, that terminate in point-
ed ends 2* to form penetrating members, for
the purpose presently: explained. The por-
tion 1is extended transversely at each side
to form flanges 3 3, and centrally the body 1
is punched with a series of prongs 4 4, the
reason for which will presently appear. Each
member 2 is slitted longitudinally, as at 2%,
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about half-way the length thereof, and each
slit 2X terminates mnear the central part 1,

where it merges with a transverse slit 27, that
extends partly across, and the said cross-slits
are a distance away from the central part 1
equal that of the length of flanges 3 3, where-

‘by to form solid pendent portlons 2 at the op-

posite ends of the pars 1 equal that of the
pendent flanges 3 on the opposite sides of the
pars 1, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, from which
it will be seen the two pendent portions z
and 7 act as earth-penetrating parts to pro-
duce, as it were, a firm anchorage for the top
plate. The blank after being cut as deseribed
has its ends 2 bent down at right angles.
The parts adjacent the slits 2V are bent out-
ward to produce anchor-ribs ¢ c.

So far as described it will be readily ap-
parent that for soft ground the anchor can
be readily forced down until its top plate 1 is
sunk flush with the earth surface, and when
very soft the earth surrounding the anchor
may be tamped. For very hard ground a
dummy post or tool of solid non-flexible metal
id first used to produce the opening into which
my anchormember is forced after the dummy
is withdrawn. After the anchor portion is
fixed the standard or post proper, B, is setin
place by pushing its lower end b through the
punched and spurred opening in the part 1
of anchor A, the spurs or prongs serving to
grip the shank b and also form a stay there-
for. It will thus be apparent that the mem-
ber A when fixed in the ground is braced in
every direction by the flanges 3 3 and by rea-
son of said flanges tapering down from the
top toward the bottom they ferm no obstrue-
tion when pushing the anchor member A
down. The standard or post B, which may

be of any approved shape, is preferably of

metal and provided with a vertical flange &',
having wire-receiving notches or apertures
b%, and the lower end of the postin practice
is'made of such shape in horizontal section as
to properly engage the particular shape of
post-receiving opening in the anchormember.
Instead of maklnv the member B of sheet
metal bent up, as shown it may be of a solid
T-shaped metal, as shown in Fig. 8. 1In this

case the flange { has the wire-slots and closure
members bt
From the foregoing, taken in connection
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with the accompanying drawings, itis thought
the advantages and the manner in which my

- post can be formed and put up will be readily
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understood. .

The anchor member while of a simple form
has the elements of durability and strength,
and by reason of its peculiarly-constructed
brace portions it becomes firmly anchored
either in soft or hard ground and acts as a
firm base for the posts B, which by reason of
the firmness of the earth around their shank
or penetrating portions require no further
bracing means than that effected by the an-
chor A and the wire strands.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A fence-post, consisting in combination,
a post or standard, having means for receiv-
ing and holding the wire strands, and having
a circular shank, an anchor member baving
a top portion, provided with a central aper-
ture, the edges, of which have downwardly-

%09,300

bent clamping-prongs to engage the shank of
the post, said anchor member having short
pendent flanges on two of its opposite sides,
and long penetrating members at the two
other sides, said members having outwardly-
bent anchoring-ribs, substantially as shown
and described.

2. Asan article of manufacture, an anchor
member for fence-posts, consisting of a top

‘portion having a central aperture, the edges

of which have downwardly-bent clamping-
prongs to engage the post; said anchor mem-
ber having downwardly-bent flanges on two
of itsopposite sides and long downwardly-ex-
tending penetrating members on the two
othersides, said penetrating members having
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outwardly-bent anchoring-ribs, as shown and 40

described.
JOSEPH BUCHTEL.

Witnesses:
A. T. LEwis,
W. . COURTNEY.




