
June 6, 1939. W. S. RICKARD 2,161,590 
HEAD REST FOR BASINS AND THE LIKE 

Filed March 5, 1938 

(7222-e-Zazzo- >y 

Az/Aiazz72 5 Azcáazza 

  



10 

15 

20 

25 

Patented June 6, 1939 

UNITED STATES 

2,161,590 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,161,590 

HEAD REST FOR BASINs AND THE LIKE 
William S. Rickard, Chicago, Ill. 

Application March 5, 1938, serial No. 194,044 
1. Claim. 

The present invention relates to improvements 
in head rests for basins and the like, and is di 
rected particularly to a head rest designed for 
use in shampooing and washing hair that is 
adapted to be used particularly in homes, but 
which may be used with equal facility and with 
the same resultant advantages in ladies' hair 
dressing establishments and barber shops. 
A primary object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved head rest having One Sur 
face upon which the back of the head is adapt 
ed to rest and a second surface having mounted 
thereon means adapted to secure the head rest 
to either flat or rounded surfaces of the rims of 
basins, Wash bowls, bathtubs, or other fixtures. 
A more specific object of the invention is to 

provide a new and improved head rest construct 
ed of resilient non-metallic material having a 
pair of opposed surfaces spaced a substantial 
distance apart, one of which is configured com 
fortably to receive the back of the head and the 
Other to mount Suction cups having at least an 
exterior Surface of resilient non-metallic mate 
rial thereby to provide a head rest that prevents 
the head from contacting any metallic surfaces 
of fixtures upon which the head rest may be 
mounted Or any metal that may be used in the 
COstruction of the head rest itself. 
A head rest constructed in accordance with the 

present invention has not only the advantage 
already enumerated, but has the additional ad 
vantage that it is extremely sanitary. This re 
sults primarily from the fact that it is adapted 
to be secured directly to either the flat or round 
ed surfaces of the rims of such fixtures as a basin, 
wash bowl, bath tub, or the like. Consequently, 
after use it can be detached from the surface 
Of the fixture and the Surface, and likewise the 
head rest itself, can be readily cleansed. Fur 
thermore, when the head rest is used by more 
than one person, it can be covered, if desired, by 
towels or the like, which are replaced after use 
by an individual. s 
Another advantage resulting from providing a 

head rest that is both readily attachable to and 
detachable from fixtures is that after use it can 
be stored in a cabinet or other out of the way 
place. Thus, it does not detract in any way from 

50 
the appearance of either the fixture or the room 
in which it is used. This advantage is of im 
portance when the device is used in individual 
homes. However, in this connection, it may be 
noted that the head rest of the present inven 
tion may be constructed with a pleasing external 

(C. 4-159) 
appearance so that it will not materially detract - 
from appearances, no matter where attached. 
The construction of the head rest and secur 

ing means with at least an exterior surface of 
non-metallic resilient material, such as rub- 5 
ber, also eliminates structural parts that are 
likely to rust after continued use and contact by 
water and other liquids. 
Other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will become more apparent from the 10 
ensuing description thereof, in the course of 
which reference is had to the accompanying 
drawing, in which: - s 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the mode 
of attachment and use of the head rest of the 15 
present invention; the head rest being shown in 
stalled upon a wash bowl provided with a rim 
having a substantially flat surface; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view, showing the head 
rest mounted upon a bath tub constructed with 20 
a rim having a rounded surface; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged side elevation of the head 
rest itself; 

Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the head rest shown 
in Fig. 3, and . 25 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view, taken along the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 3. 

Referring first to Fig. 1, it may be seen that 
the head rest of the present invention, which is 
indicated generally by reference numeral 10, is 30 
mounted directly upon the flat upper surface of 
the rim 2 of a wash bowl 4. When so mount 
ed a relatively high stool 6 may be placed in 
front of the bowl to accommodate, a person so 
that the back of the head may be placed upon 35 
the upper surface of the support. When the per 
Son is so positioned, the hair may be both con 
Veniently and easily washed, rinsed or otherwise 
treated. The back of the head and neck are 
kept a substantial distance from the bowl sur- 40 
face, thereby eliminating the uncomfortable feel 
ing arising from contact with its metallic sur 
face. 
The head rest may be mounted also upon 

rounded surfaces of fixtures as illustrated in Fig. 45 
2, where the head rest O is shown mounted upon 
the rounded rim 20 of the bath tub. 22. In this 
case the stool 24 should be made considerably 
lower than the stool 6, because of the relative 
heights of the rims of the two fixtures. While 50 
no person has been illustrated in Fig. 2, it should 
be apparent that one may be seated upon the 
stool 24 with the back of the head resting upon 
the head rest 0, just as illustrated in Fig.1. In 
order to provide a convenient source of Water 55 
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2 
for use in shampooing and rinsing the hair, it 
is preferable that a spray 26 attachable to the 
faucet be used. 
The head rest O may be considered as con 

sisting of two major parts, these being the rel 
atively wide support 30 and the means 32 for 
securing the support to either flat or rounded 
surfaces of fixtures such as those illustrated in 
Figs. 1 and 2. The Support 30 is made of Some 
relatively resilient non-metallic material, Such as 
rubber having a texture corresponding to that 
used in rubber heels and the like. The rubber 
should be of a grade not affected either by wa 
ter or by the various materials used in Sham-. 
pooing the hair. Comfort to the user is pro 
vided not only by making the support 30 of rub 
ber, but also by making the upper Surface 34. 
thereof concave in configuration, as illustrated in 
Fig. 3. 
In order to avoid, as far as possible, the like 

lihood of the body of the person contacting the 
metal of the fixture upon which the head rest is 
mounted, the thickness of the support is made 
substantial so as to provide a pair of opposed 
surfaces, the previously mentioned surface 34 
and the bottom surface 36, that are spaced a sub 
stantial distance apart. . - 
The securing means 32 of the head rest are so 

constructed that the head rest may be both easily 
and simply attached to and detached from either 
the flat or rounded surfaces of the fixtures with 
which it is to be used. As may be noted particul 
larly from Figs. 4 and 5, the Securing means take 

- the form of Suction Cups having Concave inner 
suction surfaces 38. These cups are constructed 
in accordance With usual manner from relatively 
resilient non-metallic material, preferably a grade 
of rubber that is. Somewhat softer than the rub 
ber from which the head support 30 is made. 
The cups may be secured to the support 30 in any 
known manner, as by means of brass screws 40 
molded in the cups and adapted to be threaded 
into the under surface of the support. The 
cups 32 may be molded or otherwise Secured di 
rectly to the head rest, but it is important, in So 
far as the present invention is concerned, that 
the exterior surfaces 42 thereof consist only of 
resilient non-metallic material so as to eliminate 
all possibility of the user's body contacting any 
metal that may be used in securing the cup to 
the support. In the present embodiment it may 
be seen that this result is obtained by extending 
the upper end of the cup around the head 44 of 
the Screw 40. 
When it is desired to attach the head rest of 

the present invention to the flat surface of a 
basin, Such as the flat rim f2 of a basin 4, it is 
necessary Only to place the head rest upon the 
rim and apply a slight amount of pressure there 
on. Thereafter the head rest is securely held in 
place by the Suction principle which is well known 
to those skilled in the art and needs no further 
elaboration at this point. After the head rest has 
been used it may be removed in a manner that 
is also well known to those skilled in the art 
and put away in Some Out of the way place, such 
as a cabinet. In use the head rest of the pres 
ent invention provides a comfortable relatively 
Soft Support for the back of the head. The rub 

2,161,590 
ber exterior of the head rest eliminates all possi 
bility of the body of the person contacting any 
metal used in the construction of the head rest 
and the substantial distance between the Op 
posed surfaces 34 and 36 eliminates practically 
all possibility of the body of the person contact 
ing any metal upon the fixture. A head rest con 
structed in accordance with the present inven 
tion also eliminates all metal surfaces that would 
be likely to become covered with rust after a long 
period of use. 
A distinct advantage of the head rest of the 

present invention resides, as stated above, in the 
fact that it can be applied to either flat or 
rounded surfaces. It is shown mounted upon 
the rounded rim 2 of a bath tub in Fig. 2. 
While the rims of bath tubs such as illustrated 
are relatively wide, the head rest may be con 
structed for use with fixtures having somewhat 
narrower rims by making the suction cups 32 
with somewhat smaller diameters. 
The head rest can be used with practically 

any of the fixtures now commonly used either 
in homes or other establishments, such as ladies' 
hair dressing parlors and barber shops. It re 
quires no alteration in the construction of the 
fixtures as now installed, nor does it require the 
fixtures to be constructed for the particular use 
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for which they are intended. When the head rest . . 
is used in hair dressing establishments or barber 
shops, it can be very easily covered by means 
of a Small towel in order to make its use sanitary. 
The embodiment of the invention that has been 

30 

described above for the purpose of illustrating . . 
an embodiment of the invention may be modified 
to meet various conditions of use. It has al 
ready been suggested that the size of the suction 
Cups may be Varied and it is contemplated that 
the proportions of the head support 30 may like 
Wise be varied as desired. It is contemplated 
further that the relative hardness of the rubber 
from which the support and suction cups are 
constructed may be Varied and that the Suction 
cups themselves imay be secured to the support 
in various Ways. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

United States Letters Patent is as follows: 
A head rest adapted to be mounted in Secuie 

but readily detachable fashion upon relatively flat 
or rounded rims of wash bowls, bath tubs, and 
the like, including in combination, a substantially 
Solid resilient support, Said support being sub 
Stantially liquid impervious throughout, rela 
tively short, of a Width comfortably to receive 
the back of the head, and provided with a pair 
of Spaced apart opposed surfaces, one of said 
Surfaces being concave so as cornfortably to sup 
port the back of the head, and suction cups on 
the other of said surfaces for mounting the Sup 
port upon the rim of the basin or the like in a 
secure but readily detachable fashion with the 
concave Surface of the support facing away from 
the rim, said opposed surfaces being spaced apart 
a distance such that when the Support is mounted 
in place, the concave surface is spaced from the 
Surface of the rim a distance sufficient to pre 
Went contact of the user's head with the rim. 
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