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This invention relates to an improved type of
tool holding rack for holding accessory vacuum
cleaner tools or, alternatively, adapted for
mounting on the outer surface of a conventional
cylindrical or tank type vacuum cleaner where-
upon the usual cleaning tools are more readily
accessible and more conveniently available for
everyday use.

More particularly, this invention embraces a
functionally and structurally improved tool hold-
ing device by means of which the operator of a
vacuum cleaner maintains his accessory equip-
ment in a more orderly arrangement than was
heretofore possible.

It is an object of this invention to provide tool
holding means whereby the operator of the
cleaner may readily select any one or more of
several cleaning tools necessary to effect a com-
plete house cleaning chore conveniently from
the immediate outer surface of the vacuum
cleaner tank.

It is a further primary object of this invention
to provide a tool carrier of the dbove indicated
type by means of which various tools such as
brushes, rug cleaning devices, nozzles, etec., may
be rendered immediately accessible and with a
minimum of effort on the part of the operator.

Still another object is to provide a tool carrier
which will hold the various cleaning implements
securely and eliminate any tendency of acci-
dental dislodgment or detachment in use.

A further object is to provide means for keep-
ing the various cleaning tools in a more orderly
arrangement than was heretofore possible.

Still other and variously otherwise important
objects, will become apparent from the examples
given herein and other and similar objects will
suggest themselves to those versed in the related
art.

To this end the invention is more particularly
described herein as applied to a tool holding rack
which is removably mountable upon the upper
portion of a tank type cylindrical vacuum clean-
er although such g specialized use is to be taken
as merely illustrative and not limitative of the
invention which may be used independently as
a. tool holder per se.

The improvements and advantages of this in-
vention are more readily appreciated when con-
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings forming an illustrative part of this de-
scription and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a conventional
tank type or eylindrical vacuum cleaner with the
tool holding rack and tools mounted thereon;
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Figure 2 is a similar perspective view of the tool
holding rack with tools removed; and

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the combined unit
of Fig. 1.

Referring now more particularly to the em-
bodiment shown in the accompanying drawings,
a conventional tank or substantially cylindrical
vacuum cleaner {8, Pig. 1, is shown with the sad-
dle-like structure 20 holding the various clean-
ing tools, nozzles, ete., 21, 22, 23 and 24. Tool
holder 20 is securely mounted on top of the
vacuum cleaner casing 1 by fastening means 25
which removably engages a ridge within front
cover assembly (2 while additional means, ex-
plained below, secures the other end to the rear
cover assembly 13.

The saddle-like tool holding device 20 is shown
more clearly in Fig. 2 where the cleaning tools
have been removed. 'Thus, it comprises a rigid
metallic plate member or sheet 30 of cylindrical
shape or arcuate cross-sectional conformation
conforming to and serving to cover substantially
the upper half of the vacuum cleaner casing I1.
A cut-out portion 31, Figs. 2 and 3, is provided
for the passage therethrough of protruding han-
dle {5 and front fastening I€é of the handle as-
sembly.

In order to anchor the saddle-like tool holder
28 securely in place, projecting tongues or pro-
truding members 32, insertable under the edge of
rear body ring {7 and above cleaner casing I,
extend beyond the rear edges of tool holder 28.
A removably engageable clamp assembly 33 hav-
ing an over-center type of latch holding arrange-
ment serves to hold the front end of the tool
holder 20 securely in place against the front
body ring 18 of front cover assembly i2. In its
conforming mounted position, the tool holder
fits snugly above name plate 19 and between the
rear and front body rings, IT and 18, respec-
tively. .

A hody covering of leatherette 34 enhances
the appearance of the tool holder, making it ap-
pear as if it were an integral part of the vacuum
cleaner body assembly.

As shown, spring clamps 35, 36 and 37, 38
riveted to the metallic sheet 308 serve to hold the
floor brush 21 and the rug nozzle 24 securely in
place. The various other smaller special pur-
pose cleaning tools, such as an upholstery clean-
er or curtain cleaner 23 and a dusting brush 22
are more conveniently mounted on expanding
spring mounts 48, 4i which enter the interior of
the necks of tools 22 and 23 in order to secure



B - 2,649,806

3

them in a readily accessible position on the back
of the vacuum cleaner assembly.

It is to be noted that this new type tool holder
is capable of many uses being readily mounted
on top of the conventional cylindrical or tank
type vacuum cleaner by simple clamping means.
The mere removal of front cover 12 enables the
operator to snap clamp 33 securely infto place
after which the cover {2 is put into place. More-
over, the tool holder may be used by itself as:a

supporting frame for holding the tools in a read-

ily accessible manner.

It is to be understood that the example given
in the appended drawings-and described in the
specification is merely an iHlustrative embodi-
ment of this invention, the scope of which is o
be determined by the following eclaims.. -

What I claim is:

1. In combination, g fank type vacuum cleaner-

having a horizontal substantialiy cylindrical cas-
ing, a front cover assembly and & rear cover
assembly each cepping the corresponding end of
said casing, a structiwe comprising a section of
a cylinder having substantially the same curva-
ture as said casing mounted over the upper por-
tien of said eylindrical casing and ketween the
front and rear cover assemblies, means en said
structure a$ one end thereof extending between
the edge of the rear cover assembly and the cylin-
drical casing for holding the structure from lift-
ing off said cylindrical casing, means at the other
end of said structure for holding the strueture
securety to the front cover assembly and o piu-
rality of spring clip members mounted on said
structure for holding cleaning tools for said
vaguum cleaner.

2. In combination, g tank type vacuum cleamner
having a horizontal substantially cylindrical eas-
ing and » front cover assembly and rear ceover
assembly each eapping the corresponding end of
said casing, 2 handgle secured to the upper side
of said casing, 2 structure mounted over the
upper portion of said eylindrical casing and be-
tween the front and rear cover assemblies, said
structure having an aperture through which said
handie extends to thereby restrain lateral dis-
placement of said structure with respect to said
casing, removably engageable means on said
structure at one end thereof extending between
the edge of the Tear cover assembly and the
cylindrical casing for holding the structure from
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lifting off said cylindrical casing, means remov-
ably engageable at the other end of said struc-
ture for holding the structure securely to the
front cover assembly, and a plurality of spring
clip members mounted on said structure for
holding cleaning tools for said vacuum cleaner.

3. In combination with a tank type vacuum
cleaner having a normally horizontally disposed
casing and a handie, a holder for attachments
for use with the cleaner comprising a plate
member of arcuate cross-sectional conformation
mounted over the upper portion of said casing
and of a configuration to lie upon and closely
conform to said portion of the casing, said plate
member having a slot for accommodating said
handle, attaching means on said plate member

-for securing the latter upon said casing, and a

plurality of holding memkers mounted upon. said
plate. member in a manner to retain cleaning
tools for said vacuum cleaner in close proximity
1o said casing.

4, A holder for attachments for use with a
vacumm cleaner comprising a plate member -of
arcuate cross-sectional conformation adapted to
be mounted over the upper porfion of said cleaner
and of a configuration to lie upon and closely
eonform to said portion of said cleaner, attach-
ing means on said plate member for securing the
latter upon said cleaner, said plate member hav-
ing a slot for accommodating the handle of the
cleaner, and a plurality of holding members
mounted upon said plate member in a4 manner
to retain cleaning tools for use im connection
with said cleaner.

GLENN R. FADNER.
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