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4 Claims.
o 1.
" This invention relates to improvements in-ad-
justable’ ¢ollars for bowl covers, and more par-
ticularly to-.an improved adjustable collar: for
securing a sheet of ‘covering material such as
wax paper over the top of a bowl.

It has been common practice to provide some
form of covering: means for open food bowls to
prevent contamination of their contents, and
especially where such bowls of foods are kepb
in '» refrigerator, for example, to prevent.the
bowl contents from absorbing the odors of simi-
larly stored foods. “An early form of bowl cover
was that provided by a sheet of paper, usually

wax paper, placed over the bowl top and secured :

as by a cord or elastic band passed around the
‘side of the bowl.” While having the advantage
that the paper: cover could be:discarded after
each use, obviously such-a bowl cover was diffi-
cult and’ bothersome to apply. A more recent
“type of bowl cover consists of a round sheet of
thin plastic ‘material. having an elastic band
around its periphery designed to retain the cover
in position on the bowl, This type of cover is
open to certain disadvantages, namely, it must
be made up in a plurality of: sizes, each corre-
sponding -generally to a limited range of bowl
sizes, ‘the- elastic band soon:becomes stretched
in use, and such covers are moreover somewhat
inconvenient to handle, both in placing them on
the bowl and in washing and drying them after
use.

Stated broadly, the present invention aims to
‘provide an’ effective yet simple and readily ad-
justable cgllar for securing a sheet of disposable
material such-as-wax paper over the top . of a
food bow! for the purpose of protecting the con-
tents thereof. A further object of the invention
is to provide an adjustable collar for a bowl cover
whiéh may be readily positioned on 2. bowl and
which ‘incorporates means for positively retain-
ing the collar on the bowl. Yet-another object
of the invention is the provision of an adjust-
able collar adapted to be positioned around the
rim of a bowl for the purpose of retaining a sheet
-of covering material over the open top thereof,
which can be readily adjusted to the size of the
bowl, and which further incorporates an im-
proved and simplified ‘means for securing the
collar in the size to which it has been adjusted.

Other objects and advantages will be in part
apparent and in part pointed out in the following
description‘of various forms of adjustable collars
for bowl covers according to the invention, taken
with the accompanying dra,wmg formmg a part
thereof, in ‘which—
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Fig.1is a perspectwe view of an adJustable
collar according to the invention illustrating its
use and manner of mounting on a food bowl;

_ PFig. 2 is an underneath plan view of the ad-
justable collar illustrated. in ¥Fig. 1;

Fig. 8 is'a section taken on line 3—3 of F1g
1 illustrating in sectional view a preferred form
of friction means for securing the collay in the
size to which it has been adjusted;

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a modlﬁed form of
friction securing means; .

Fig. 5 is a section taken along line 65—8 of
Fig. 4;

Fig.6isa perspectlve view illustrating another
form of friction - securing means according to

" the invention; and

20

. Fig. 7 is a section taken on line 7—T of Fig. 6.

Referring to the drawings, in which like refer-
ence characters designate similar parts through-
out the several views, Fig. 1 illustrates generally
an ordinary food bowl .8 having a sheet of dis-
posable material 9, such as wax paper, secured
as a cover over the open top thereof by an ad-

" justable collar according to the present invention.
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The collar comprises a strip 10 of flexible mate-

rial which may be-plastic,. spring metal, or the
like; whose ends are lapped. whereby the strip
forms a circular collar corresponding to the cir-
cular shape.of the bowl 8. The ends of the strip
are maintained in-their. lapped. relation by re-
taining clips or members i1, 12, to be hereinafter
referred to as retainers, of which the retainer
i1 is secured particularly by a stamped-in at-
taching prong to the outer end of the strip and
extends about the inner or underlying end por-
tion of the strip, and the retainer 12 is similarly
secured to the inner end of the strip and extends
about the outer or overlying end portion of the
strip. Intermediate its ends the strip is pro-
vided with a third retainer {3 which is substan-
tially spaced from the end retainers (I, i2.
All said retainers are constituted by a body
portion i5 in the form of a vertically elongated,
closed-bottom loop, the outer side or leg of which
has an angled extension 16 forming a horizontal
tab which, by reference to Fig. 3, extends in-
wardly over the upper end.of the loop.so as to
effectively close its open end. As seen in Fig. 1,
the tabs 16 are also adapted to engage and rest
on the upper edge or rim of the bowl 8 and hence
they serve the additional important functions of
properly locating the collar on, as well as pre-
venting it from: slipping off, the bowl in use. - As
generally indicated in Fig. 3, the legs of each of
the flattened loops of the end retainers 11,12 are
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spaced from one another a distance correspond~-
ing to the thickness of the lapped ends of the
strip plus slight clearance, and the depth of the
loops of each loop is slightly greater than the
depth of the strip. Accordingly, the loop-form
body portions of the end retainers provide re-
taining and slide channels in which the lapped
ends of the strip may slide relatively to each
other, and hence the collar may be simply ad-
justed by varying the length of averlap of outer
on inner end of the strip. It will be observed
also that since the end retainers cannot move
past one another, they also function to prevent
separation of the ends of the strip, and acecord-
ingly it is at all times maintained as a. full cir-
cular collar. ’

Inasmuch as the intermediate retainer (3 is
not designed to secure a lapped portion of the
strip, the spacing between the legs of its loop-
form body is substantially that of one thickness
of the strip, and it may be secured to the strip
as by a struck-in prong, riveting, cementing or
the like.

To secure to the collar in the size to which it
has been adjusted, I provide a simple yet effec-
tive form of friction means capable of securing
the lapped ends of the strip with frictional en-
gagement. One such means is illustrated in Fig.
3 and is shown to consist of a short length of
rubber tubing {8 encircling the inner or free
leg of the outer-end retainer ({. -Preferably, the
tubing has initial diameter such that when
threaded on said leg it assumes a somewhat oval
shape and has a natural tendency to return to
round shape. Accordingly, when properly posi-
tioned, the tubing acts as a loose friction brake
against the inner face of the underlying end por-
tion of the strip, exerting sufficient friction there-
on as to maintain the collar in the size to which

it has been adjusted, while at the same time “

permitting adjustment of the collar without un-
due difficulty. Although wear of the rubber
tubing is very slight, replacement thereof may
be readily effected when necessary as by simply
bending the free end of the tab {6 associated with
the retainer in upward direction, substituting a
new length of rubber tubing, and finally bend-
ing the tab back to its horizontal position.

To facilitate adjustment of the collar against
the friction holding or hraking effect of the
rubber tubing 18, the end retainers may each
be formed with a turned-out ear on the outer
leg of its loop-form body portion. It will he ob-
served that the ear {la of the end retainer {i
extends from one side edge of its outer leg, and
the ear {2a of the end retainer 12 extends from

‘the opposite or removed side edge of its outer
leg. Said ears permit easier finger-tip draw-
ing apart or together of said retainers in the
adjustment of the collar to the diameter of a
bowl, dish, platter, bottle jar, et cetera, on which
the collar is to be applied. The ears also aid
in identifying the two end retainers which are
to be actuated in the adjusting operation, and
prevent marring of finger-nails as might occur if
the finger-nail is employed to force the retainers
towards or away from one another.

Referring to Figs. 4 and 5 illustrating a modi-
fled form of friction means for securing the col-
lar in adjusted position, the outer leg of the
outer-end retainer designated 2i is formed with
outwardly projecting ears 22, 22¢ which mount
2 pin 23 on which a cam 24 is adapted to pivot.
Said outer leg is also provided with a window or

“opening 25 through which the nose of the cam
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may operate, and with in-bent attaching prongs
26, 26a adiacent the window, which latter may
be struck from the leg material cut away to form
the window for securing the retainer to the strip.
In the dotted-line position of the cam, the nose
thereof is out of engagement wtih the surface
of the outer end of the strip exposed through
the window, and accordingly the lapped ends of
the strip may slide relatively to each other. How-
ever, when the cam is swung to its full line posi-
tion, the nose thereof is projected through the
window and hears with substantial - pressure
against the exposed face of the strip outer end,
forcing the same into tight frictional engagement
with the under portion.of the strip, which is
rigidly backed by the bowl to which the collar is
applied and thereby frictional securing the
lapped ends in the position to which they have
been adjusted.

Referring to Figs. 6 and 7, illustrating another
form of friction braking or securing means, the
outer-end retainer designated 3f, as in the case
of the retainer illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, is
provided with outwardly projecting ears 32, 32q,
and with a window or opening 33 in the outer
leg of the loop-form hady of the retaimer. The
ears are pierced to provide aligned openings 34,
34a of stepped depth for the reception of a wedge
member 35 having a contact point 3% formed on
its inner edge. When the wedge member &5 is in
full line position (Fig. 6), its contact point is
{forced through the window 33 and engages
against the exposed face of the outer end of the
strip, and thereby frictionally holds said cuter
end and the underlying portion of the strip in-
ner end against the bowl fo which the collar is
applied. When it is desired to adjust the di-
ameter of the collar, the wedge member is moved
to its dotited line position, such resulting in the
contact point 38 moving out of the retainer
window 33 and the release of the lapped ends of
the strip for such adjustment as may be desired.

In the use of an adjustable collar as described
for securing a cover over the top of an open
bhowl, a sheet of suilable covering material such
as wax paper is placed over the open bowl top,
angd thereupon the collar, following rough ad-
justment thereof to approximate bowl size, is
placed over the bowl and moved downwardly un-
til the supporting tabs 18 engage the rim of the
bowi. Thereupon the collar is adjusted to snug-
ly iit the exterior of the bowl and, in so doing,
it causes the wax paper to conform to the cir-
cular. shape -thereof. Inasmuch. as the paper
cover is gripped. between the tabs {6 and the
upper rinl or edege of the bowl, it is securely held
in covering relation over the open top thereof.
The tabs 16 serve the further important function
of preventing the collar from slipping downward-

1y off the bowl after it has been applied thereto.

Without further analysis, it will he appreci-
ated that an adjustable collar as described pro-
vides & simple yet effective means for securing a
sheet of wax paper or similar covering material
over the open top of a bowl. Due to the unique
construction of end retainers and the friction
means for securing the collar adjusted to the size
of the bowl, the size of the collar is easily ad~
justable to an extremely large range of bowl sizes,
with the adjustment being effected merely by
causing the lapped ends of the strip making up
the collar to slide relatively on one another. An
adjustable collar as described also incorporates

‘simple yet effective means for securing itself to

the bowl when once applied and thus precludes
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any possibility of the cover being unloosened or
the collar itself falling away from the bowl.

As many changes could be made in carrying
out the above constructions without departing
from the scope of the invention, it is intended
that all matter contained in the above descrip-
tion- or' shown in the accompanying drawings
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a
limiting sense.

I claim: :

1. An adjustable collar for bowl covers com-
prising an elongate strip of flexible material
coiled on itself and having its ends disposed in
lapped -relation, loop-form retainers affixed to
the terminals of the strip for maintaining said
ends in lapped relation and against separation
while permitting said ends to slide relatively to
each other whereby the collar is adjustable as
to size, a retainer afiixed to the strip intermedi-

ate its ends, said retainers being each provided :

with an in-bent horizontal tab, and said tabs be-
ing adapted to bear on and clamp a cover flat
against the rim of a bowl and to support the
- collar at spaced points along its periphery.

2. An adjustable collar for bowl covers com-
prising- an -elongate strip of flexible material
coiled on itself and having its ends disposed in
lapped relation, retainers afiized to the terminals
of the strip for maintaining said ends in lapped
relation and against separation while permitting
said ends to slide relatively to each other where-
by the coliar is adjustable as fo size, a retainer
aflixed to the strip infermediate its ends, said
retainers each comprising a body portion in the
form of a vertically elongated, closed-botiom
‘loop having an angled extension forming a hori-
zontal tab which extends inwardly over the
open end of the loop thereby to close the same,
said tabs being adapted to bear on and clamp
a cover flat against the rim of a bowl and alse
providing a means for supporting the collar from
the bowl rim.

3. An adjustable coliar for bowl covers com-
prising. an elongate strip of flexible material
coiled on itself and having its ends disposed in
Japped relation, retainers affixed to the terminals
of the strip for maintaining said ends in lapped
relation and against separation while permitting
said ends to slide relatively to each other where-
by the collar is adjustable as to size, a retainer
affixed to the strip intermediate its ends, said
retainers each comprising a2 body portion in the
form of & vertically elongated, - closed-bottom
loop providing a strip-receiving channel, the legs
of .the loops of the end retainers being spaced
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to provide a retaining-and slide channel for the
lapped ends of the strip, one leg of all said loops
having an angleq extension forming a horizon-
tal tab which extends inwardly over the open
end of the loop thereby to close the same, said
tabs keing adapted to bear on and clamp a cover
flat against the rim of g bowl and also providing
a means_for supporting the collar from the bowl
rim.

4. An adjustable collar for bowl covers com-
prising an. elongate strip of flexible material
coiled on itself and having its ends disposed in
lapped relation, retainers affiixed to the terminals
of the strip for maintaining said ends in lapped
relation and against separation while permitting
said ends to slide relatively to each other where-
by the collar is adjustable as to size, said re-
tainers each comprising a body portion in the
form of a vertically elongated loop, the outer
leg of the outer-end retainer loop being secured
to the outer end of the strip, and a length of
rubber tubing positioned about the inner leg of
said outer-end retainer and providing a frietion
surface engaging against the underlying engd of
the strip and frictionally securing the lapped
ends in the relative positions to which they have
been adjusted.

CLAUDE H. THOMPSON.
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