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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM WILDPRETT,
of Providence, in the county of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented a
new and useful Improvementin Ladders; and
I 'hereby declare that the following is a full,

.clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

This invention has reference to an im-
provement in ladders such as are known as
*“track-ladders” and used in stores, libraries,
and similar places.

The great convenience in the use of track-
ladders in stores with which they can be
moved in front of the shelves to the desired
place is counterbaldnced by the obstruetion
of the usually narrow space between the
counter or tables and the shelves.

The object of this invention is to so con-
struct a track-ladder that when not in use it
will not obstruct the passage in front of the
shelves; and to this end the invention con-
sists in the peculiar and novel construction
of the track-ladder by which the ladder can
be folded up and thus permit of the passage
of goods or persons in the contracted space
as well as the movement of the ladder past
Persons or packages in the contracted space,
as will be more fully set forth hereinafter.

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved
ladder, showing the same in use. Fig.2isa
front view showing the ladder folded when.
not in use. Fig. 8 is a view showing the lad-
der folded. '

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

In the drawings, 4 indicates the double
track, usually secured to or near the ceiling
of the room in which the ladder is to be used,
and 5 the floor-rail.. The side support 6 of the
ladder is provided at its lower end with the
forked bearing 7, in which the ground-roller
8 is journaled. The upper part of the side 6

is bentinto the oblique angle 6’ and then bent
on a line with the center of the open ladder
to form the support 6%, on the upper end of
. which the. rollers 9 9 of the truck are jour-
naled. The bracket10extends from the sup-
port 62 outward to form the support for the
side support 11, the upper end of which is
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provided with the inclined edge 12 and the
hook 13. The lower end of the side support
11 is provided with the fork-bearing 14, in
which the roller 15is journaled. Tkis roller
15 is not grooved, as only one floor-rail is
used, and the roller may be provided with a
rubber tire. The second or outer rail in
track-ladders is objectionable, as it forms an
obstruction on the part of the floor much
used. The steps 16 are pivotally secured to
the side supports 6 and 11 by the hinges 17.
By raising the side support 11 the same can
be brought near to the side support 6 and se-
cured by the latch 18. By making the steps
shorter than the vertical distance between
the steps the ladder may be closely folded.
‘When folded, the ladder can be rolled on the
rails from end to end.without interfering
with goods or persons which would obstruct
its passage when open, and it does not ob-
struct the space between the shelves and
counter when folded. When open, it forms
as convenient and serviceable a ladder as a
rigid ladder would. :

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a track-ladder, the combination with
the upper track, and a supporting-truck, of
the central support 6%, the oblique 6', the
bracket 10, the side supports 6 and 11, and
the steps 16 pivotally connected with the two
side supports, the roller 8, and the floor-rail
5, as and for the purpose deseribed.

2. In a track-ladder, the combination with
the floor-rail 5, the upper rail 4, the side sup-
port 6 of the ladder bent to form the oblique
6’ and central support 6% and rollers 8 and 9,
of the bracket 10, the side support 11, the
roller 15 at the lower end of the support 11,
and the steps 16 pivotally connected with the
two side supports 6 and 11, whereby the lad-
der may be folded when not in use, as and
for the purpose described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. :

WILLIAM WILDPRETT.

Witnesses:
JoseEpH A. MILLER, Jr.,
M. F. BLiGH.

55

6o

65

7°‘

75

8o

85

Qo

95




