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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES O. STEENSLAND AND WILLIAM WEAVER, OF BLANCHARDWILLE, 

WISCONSIN. 

ATCH. 

No. 811,880. 
Application filed April 25, 

To all thon, it notif CO7 ce.7'72: 
Be it known that we, JAMEs O. STEENS 

LAND and WILLIAM WEAVER, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Blanchardville, in 
the county of Lafayette and State of Wiscon 
sin, have invented a new and useful Latch, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to latches, and has 

for its object to provide animproved swinging 
latch particularly adapted for doors and ca 
pable of fastening either swinging or sliding 
doors in a simple and effective manner. 

It is a further object of the invention to en 
able positive locking of the latch by means of 
a padlock or other appropriate form of lock 
and to enable the employment of the latch at 
ser the right-hand or left-hand edge of the 
OO. 

With these and other objects in view the 
present invention consists in the combination 
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein 
after more fully described, shown in the 
accompanying drawings, and particularly 
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pointed out in the appended claims, it being 
understood that changes in the form, pro 
portion, size, and minor details may be made 
within the scope of the claims without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a front elevation of a latch embodying the 
features of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a 
sectional view on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 
3 is a detail perspective view of the latch 
member. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the 
keeper members. Fig. 5 is a detail sectional 
view showing the manner of pivotally mount 
ing the latch. - 

Like characters of reference designate cor 
responding parts in each and every figure of 
the drawings. 
The present invention includes a base 

plate or attaching-plate 1, having a trans 
verse guide-loop 2 offset at one end of the 
plate, the latter being provided at its oppo 
site end with a longitudinal slot 3, having its 
longitudinal edges beveled or inclined in op 
posite directions from their ends to form cor 
responding inwardly-directed pointed bear 
ing projections 4, for a purpose as will be 
hereinafter set forth. 
The swinging latch member 5 has a looped 

handle 6, disposed longitudinally thereof for 
convenience in swinging the latch upon its 
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| pivotal, support, consisting of a flat bar or 
wing 7, having one end portion reduced, as at 
8, to fit within the slot 3 of the attaching 
plate 1 between the knife-edge projections 4 
and then again reduced to form a stud or pro 
jection 9, which is passed through an opening 
in the latch and has its outer end upset, so as 
to rigidly clamp the latch member between 
the upset portion of the projection 9 and the 
shoulders 10 to rigidly connect the member 
7 to the latch. Prior to applying the attach 
ing-plate 1 to the door 11 an opening 12 is 
formed through the door to receive the pivot 
7, the latter being of a length to project a 
suitable distance beyond the door so as to 
constitute a handle for swinging the latch 
upon its pivotal support. The free end por 
tion of the latch works in the guide-loop 2 
and projects beyond the adjacent end of the 
attaching-plate, with its extremity formed 
into an arrow-head catch-terminal 13, which 
is provided at its outer extremity with a lat 
erally-directed ear or lug 14, having a per 
foration 15. 
The keeper for the latch consists of an at 

taching-plate 16, having suitable perfora 
tions for the reception of fastenings to secure 
the plate to a door-frame 17 when used in 
connection with a swinging door or to one of 
a pair of slidable doors. At the lower end of 
the attaching-plate there is a forwardly-di 
rected base-flange 18, provided with a longi 
tudinal slot or opening 19, with a down 
wardly-inclined guide flange or lip 20 at the 
outer edge of the base-flange. 
When used in connection with a Swinging 

door, the catch-head 13 of the latch is de 
signed to wipe across the inclined guide-lip 
20, so as to lift the latch and direct the head 
of the same to the seat or opening 19, into 
which said head is designed to drop, as indi 
cated in Fig. 1 of the drawings, thereby to in 
sure an automatic engagement of the latch 
with the keeper. 

If the latch and the keeper are applied to 
slidable doors, the beveled free extremity of 
the latch will engage one end of the keeper 
and be lifted thereby until the latch-head 13 
drops into the seat or opening 19, wherefore 
it will be understood that the present latch is 
capable of use upon slidable doors as well as 
upon Swinging doors. 
To enable the positive locking of the latch, 

there is a supplemental keeper member com 
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prising an attaching plate or shank 21, pro 
vided at one end with a laterally-directed ear 
22, having a perforation 23. The shank 21 
is adapted to be fitted between the plate 16 
and the part to which the latter is connected 
and is provided with a pair of perforations 
for alinement with a pair of the perforations 
of the plate 16, so as to be secured in place by 
the same fastenings which secure the main 
keeper. When thus assembled, the perfo 
rate ear 22 projects in front of the plate 16, 
across one end thereof, with its perforation 
23 in alinement with the perforation 15 of the 
ear 14 on the latch, thereby to enable the con 
venient engagement of the shackle of a pad 
lock 24 with the perforations of these ears, so 
as t positively lock the latch whenever de 
SeC. 

The purpose of having a separate supple 
mental keeper member is to enable the re 
versing of the latter, so as to accommodate 
the same to right and left hand doors. 

Having fully described the invention, what 
is claimed is 

1. A latch comprising an attaching-plate 
having a slot provided with corresponding in 
Wardly-directed bearing projections, and a 
Swinging latch having a flat pivot member 
passing through the slot and capable of rock 
ing upon the bearing projections of said slot. 

2. A latch comprising an attaching-plate 
having a slot provided with corresponding in 
wardly-directed projections, and a swinging 
latch having a flat pivot member passing 
through the slot and projected at the oppo 
site side of the plate to form a handle for ma 
nipulating the latch, said pivot member en 
gaging the projections of the slot as bearing 
points. 

3. In a latch, the combination of a Swing 
ing latch member provided with a catch-head 
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having a laterally-directed perforate ear, a 
keeper including an attaching-plate and a lat 
erally-directed flange provided with a seat to 
receive the catch-head, and a supplemental 
keeper provided at One end with a lateral per 
forate ear having a perforation, said supple 
mental keeper capable of being connected to 
the attaching-plate of the main keeper with 
its ear at either end thereof, the perforate 
ears of the supplemental keeper and the latch 
being adapted to receive the shackle of allock. 

4. In a latch, the combination of an attach 
ing-plate having a transverse loop at One end 
thereof and provided at its opposite end with 
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55 an opening, a Swinging latch member having 
a handle upon its Outer side and provided 
with a pivot member fitted in the opening of 
the plate, the free portion of the latch mem 
ber working in the loop and provided at its 
extremity with an arrow-head catch having 
a laterally-directed ear provided with a per 
foration, a main keeper including an attach 
ing-plate having a laterally-directed flange 
provided with an opening to receive the head 
of the latch and also provided with a down 
wardly-inclined guide-lip at the Outer edge of 
the flange, and a reversible supplemental 
keeper capable of connection with the attach 
ing-plate of the main keeper and provided 
with a laterally-directed ear having a perfo 
ration, the perforate ears of the supplemental 
keeper and the latch being adapted to receive 
the shackle of a lock. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing 
as our own we have hereto affixed our signa 
tures in the presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES O. STEENSLAND. 
WILLIAM WEAVER. 

Witnesses: 
MARY E. KNIGHT, 
CARL CHANDLER. 
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