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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

WELINGTON A. ARNOLD AND EDWIN M. BABCOCK, OF MORAVIA, NEW YORK. 

CARPET STRETCHER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 472,204, dated April 5, 1892, 
Application filed March 21, 1891. Serial No, 385,897, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it, known that we, WELINGTON A. AR 

NOLD and EDWIN M. BABCOCK, of Moravia, in 
the county of Cayuga, in the State of New 
York, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Carpet-Stretchers, of which the fol 
lowing, taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact description. 
Our invention relates to carpet-stretchers, 

and particularly to that class in which a tack 
driving mechanism is connected to the 
stretcher. 
Our object is to produce an improved com 

bined carpet stretcher and tacker which will 
stretch the carpet and at the same time carry 
the tack out of contact with the carpet, but 
in position for driving at the proper point by 
means of a vertical plunger. 
Our invention consists in the several novel 

features of construction and operation here 
inafter described, and which are specifically 
Set forth in the claims hereunto annexed. It 
is constructed as follows, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side perspective of the ma 
chine complete with the handle broken off to 
reduce its length. Fig. 2 is a front elevation 
of same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional eleva 
tion on line acac, Fig. 2, showing a tack in po 
sition ready for driving. Fig. 4 is a like view 
showing the plunger depressed and the tack 
driven. 
A is the head-block, provided with a handle 

Cl, shown as consisting of a body and forked 
arms secured at their extremities to the block, 
and b is a tack-receiver suspended between 
said arms. The lower face of said block is 
provided with a series of teeth pointing for 
Ward, as shown. An opening is made verti 
cally through said block, in which the plun 
ger c is mounted, provided with a stop-collar 
d and projecting upward through the bracket 
e and having a flattened head, and f is a re 
turn-spring coiled around the plunger. A 
tack-tube h is inserted diagonally into the 
block, its lower end opening into the vertical 
Opening, So that a tack placed in this tube 
will slide down and pass into position beneath 
the plunger. A recess is cut in the frontface 
of the block, in which we mount the frame n, 
having upturned ends, as shown, through 

be held upright thereby. 

which the slide-rods in are passed provided 
with heads r, beveled on their inner faces, as 
shown, and having return-springs around the 
rods, as shown, said heads being in Vertical 
alignment with the plunger and across the 
bottom of the plunger-opening, so that the 
point of the tack coming beneath the plunger 
will be between said heads, and the tack Will 

Then when the car 
pet is stretched as desired the plunger is 
forced down, the tack is forced through be 
tween the heads, forcing them apart, and 
through the carpet and into the flooring, and 
then when the pressure is removed the Spring 
returns the plunger to its normal position, 
and the heads are again closed together by 
the spring behind them, ready for another 
tack to be taken from the receiver and dropped 
into the diagonal tube or tack-conduit as be 
fore. 
We areaware that prior to our invention Com 
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bined carpet stretchers and tackers have been 
used in which tack-holding mechanism has 
been applied to the hollow of a tube in which 
a hammer operates, and that a feeding-tube 
has been used in connection there with, and We 
do not therefore desire to broadly claim such 
a construction; but 
What we claim is 
1. A carpet-stretcher consisting of a head 

block provided with teeth in its lower face 
and with a central vertical opening, a tube 
therein scarfed off on both sides at the bot 
tom, a plunger in the tube, provided with a 
stop-collar, a head, and a retracting-spring 
between said head and collar, a tack-conduit 
tube inserted diagonally through the head 
block and opening into the plunger-tube ad 
jacent to its lower end, a frame having up 
turned ends inserted in a recess in the front 
lower edge of the head-block, bevel-headed 
bolts mounted horizontally in the ends of said 
frame and adapted to slide therein in oppo 
site directions and normally meeting each 
other through the scarf-openings in the sides 
of the plunger-tube, springs operating to hold 
said bolts in meeting contact, and an operat 
ing-handle secured to the head-block, in com 
bination, as set forth. 

2. In a combined carpet stretcher and tack 
er, the combination, with a toothed head 
block having a lateral recess in the face there 
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of, of a perforated frame contained in the said 
recess and having vertical arms, and blocks 
having inclined adjoining facing sliding on 
the horizontal portion of the said frame on 
each side of the perforation therein, springs 
interposed between the said blocks and the 
vertical arm of the frame, a vertical tube 
within the said block registering with the per 
foration in the frame and having a double 
scarfed lower end normally entirely closed by 
the faces of the said blocks, a plunger adapted 
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to be reciprocated within the said vertical 
tube, and an inclined tack-supplying tube 
connected with the said vertical tube, Sub 
stantially as described. 
In witness whereof we have here unto Set 

our hands this 18th day of March, 1891. 
WELINGTON A. ARNOLD. 
E. M. BABCOCK. 

In presence of - 
H. P. DENISON, 
C. W. SMITH. 

  


