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To all whom it may concern:.

Be it known that I, JOEN B. MERCER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wilming-
ton, in the county of New Hanover and State
of North Carolina, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Coin - Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to package-holders,
the object of the same being to provide a sim-
ple and cheaply-constructed device of this
kind which is particnlarly adapted for use in
retaining a stack or pile of coins in place for
purposes of storing, shipping, and readily
counting the same.

The invention consists of a package-holder
made in a single piece from sheet metal, hav-
ing two disk-shaped portions constituting the
top and bottom, respectively, of the holder,
said disks beingconnected by a transversely-
curved strip constituting one of the sides and
one of the diskshaving a transversely-curved
strip thereon constituting the other side and
provided with a tongue or extension adapted
to fit within a slot or opering in the end disk.

The invention also consists in certain de-
tails of counstruction which will be hereinaf-
ter more fully described and claimed.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view show-
ing my improved device in use as a coin-
holder. Fig. 2 is a face viewof the device in
its unfolded condition. Fig. 8 is a vertical
section of Fig.1,and Fig. 4 is a sectional view
showing the application of the device as a
shipping or mailing case for bottles.

Likereference-numeralsindicate like parts
in the different views.

My improved holder is made in a single
piece from sheet metal and, as shown, is cut
or stamped to form two disks 1 and 2, respec-
tively, the disk 1 constituting the bottom of
the holder and the disk 2 the top thereof. On
opposite sides of the disk 1 are formed seg-
mental ‘projections 3 3, and similar projec-
tions 4 4 are provided on the disk 2. The
latter is also formed with a slot 5, extending
transversely of the same. Connecting the

disks 1 and 2 is a strip 6, constituting one of
the sides of the holder and united with said
disks by narrow strips or webs of material
formed by the notches or indentations 7 8.
This construction provides for projecting por-
tions of the strip 6, which permits of the same

1of the drawings, to conform to the onter con-
tour of the coins or other device which the
holder is to retain in place.
gitudinally of the strip 6 and leading from
the indentations 8 are notches 9 9 for a pur-
pose which will presently appear. Connected
with the disk 1 on the side opposite the strip
6 i3 a second strip 10, which forms the other
side of the receptacle and is united with said
disk 1 by a narrow web of material formed
by the recesses or indentations 11 11. The
strip 10 is also curved transversely to con-
form to the shape of the coin or other device
retained by the holder. On the free end of
the strip 10 is a narrow tongue or extension
12, which-when the device is in its closed po-
sition is adapted to fit within the slot5 in the
disk 2. Adjacent to the point of connection
of the tongue 12 with the strip 9 are notches
13 13, similar to the notches 9 9, heretofore
referred to. On the outersurface of the strip
6, constituting one of the sides of the holder,
is a scale or series of graduations 14, provided
for the purpose of readily ecounting the coins
in the holder, the graduations being separated
from each other by a distance equal to the
thickness of one coin.

When in use, the stack of coins 16 is placed
upon the disk 1, which constitutes the bottom
of the holder, the strips 6 and 10 are bent up-
wardly along the sides of the pile of coins,
the disk 2 and the tongue 12 are folded over
the top of the pile of coins, and the tongue
12 is inserted into the slot 5 in the disk 2.
The projecting side edges of the strips ¢ and
10, which strips are transversely curved dur-
ing the manufacture of the device, fit around
the edges of the coins and prevent the lateral
movement of the same, and the segmental

projections 3 and 4, which in the manufac-

ture of the device are bent, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings, up and down, respectively,
engage the edgesof the lower and upper coins

of the stack. The said segmental projections-

serve to prevent the lateral movement of the
upper and lower coins in the event that the
filled package is brought in contact with a
table or other support adjacent to the edge
of the upper or lower coins.

It will be’obvious that as old coins which
have hecome worn by use are not as thick as
new or unworn coins a package containing

| being transversely curved, as shown in Fig. -
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a certain number of the former will not be
as high or deep as a package containing a
correspondlnfr number of the latter. Inorder
to provide for variations in the height of a
stack or
ties in the thickness of the separate coiuns,
the notches 9 and 13 have been provided,
which permit of the bending of the disk 2 and
the tongue 12 at the opposite ends of the
strips 6 and 10, respectively, at different
points. This is a-eonsideration of much im-
portance, as it will be extremely undesirable
to have the stack of coins loose in the pack-
age in which it is contained.

In Fig. 4 of the drawings I have shown a
construction whereby my improved device
may be used as a packing or shipping case
This form of my
invention is substantially the same as that
herétofore described, except that the inner
surface of the strip fxom which the holder is
made is covered with a layer 17 of cork or
other like yielding material, which lies in
contact with the outer surface of the bottle
18, and the sides 6 and 10 are made wide
enough to nearly meet, as shown at 19, when
a packafre is inclosed thexeby

From the foregoing description it will be
observed that I have provided a simple device
for holding coins and the like in place which
is extremely cheap in construction, conven-
ient and effective in cperation, and one in
which the contents or number of coins con-
tained in the package may be readily and
quickly determined.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A packa@e holder made in a single piece
from sheet metal, consisting of two dlsks con-
stituting the bottom and top, respectively, a
strip connecting said disks constituting one

. side, a second strip connected to one of said
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disks and constituting the other side, and
means for connecting the free end of said sec-
ond strip with the disk constituting the top.

2. A package-holder made in a single piece
from sheet metal, consisting of two disks con-
stituting the bottom and top, respectively,
the top having a transverse slot therein, a
strip connecting said disks and constituting
one of the sides, a second strip connected to
the bottom disk and constituting the other
side, and a tongue on the end of said second
strip adapted to fit within said slot for re-
taining the holder in its closed position.

3. A package-holder made in a single piece
from sheet metal, consisting of two disks con-
stituting the bottom and top, respectively, a
transversely-curved strip connecting said
disks and constituting one of thesides, a sec-
ond transversely-curved strip connected to
the bottom disk and constituting the other
side, and means for connecting the free end
of said second strip with the top disk.

package of coins due to the inequali-.

4. A package-holder madein a single piece
from sheet metal, consisting of two disks con-
stituting the bottom and top, respectively,
the top having 'a transverse slot therein, a
strip connecting said disks constituting one
of the sides and attached thereto by a narrow
web formed by inwardly-extending indenta-
tions or recesses providing for the transverse
curvature of said strip, a second strip con-
stituting the other side, attached to the bot-
tom disk by a narrow web formed by in-
wardly-extending indentations or recesses,
providing for the transverse curvature of said
strip, and a tongue on said second strip
adapted to be received by said slot for retain-
ing the holder in its closed position.

5. A package-holder formed in asingle piece
from sheef metal consisting of two disks eon-
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stituting the bottom and top, respectively, -

both of said disks having outwardly-extend-
ing segmental projections thereon and said
top having a transverse slot therein, a strip
connecting said disks, constituting one of the

sides and attached thereto by narrow webs.

formed by inwardly-extending indentations
or recesses providing forthe transversecurva-
ture of said strip, a second strip constituting
the other side, attached to said bottom disk
by a narrow Web formed by inwardly-extend-

ing indentations or recesses, providing for.

the transverse curvature of said strip, and a
tongue on said second strip adapted to be re-
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ceived by said slot for retaining the holder in

its closed position.

6. Apackage-holder formed in asingle piece
from sheet metal consisting of two disks, con-
stituting the bottom and top, respectively,
the top having a transverse slot therein, a
strip econnecting the said disks, constituting
one of the sides and attached to said disks by
narrow webs formed by inwardly-extending
indentations or recesses, said strip having
notches extending longitudinally thereof
leading from the indentations or recesses be-
tween it and the top disk, a second strip con-
nected to the bottom disk constituting the
other side and attached to said bottom disk
by a narrow web formed by inwardly-extend-
ing indentations or recesses, the said inden-
tations providing for the transverse curva-
ture of said strips, and a narrow tongtue on
the end of said second strip, adapted to be re-
ceived by said slot for retaining the holder
in its closed position, said second strip being
formed withlongitudinally-extendingnotches
adjacent to the point of connection there-
with of said tongue, as and for the  purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.
JOHN B. MERCER.
Witnesses: :

GEORGE T. FAISON,
SAM S, DREW.
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