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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH CONWAY, OF AUSTIN, MINNESOTA.

POST-SHARPENER.

935,779.

Application filed December 22, 1908.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joserrm Conway, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Aus-
tin, in the county of Mower and State of
Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Post-Sharpeners, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to fences and has
special reference to devices employed in the
formation of posts to be used in connection
with the same.

An object of the invention is to construct
a device for pointing the lower extremities
of the posts without the necessity of chop-
ping the same by the use of a hand tool.

Another object of the invention is to con-
struct a device which is provided with means
whereby the work may be accomplished by
the employment of a horse.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a device of this character which
may be used in connection with posts of
various sizes and which is provided with
means for automatically feeding the posts
into the sharpener.

The invention has for a still further ob-
ject the provision of a post sharpener which
1s simple in construction, strong and du-
rable and one which can be economically
manufactured.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description and it
will be understood that changes in the spe-
cific structure shown and described may be
made within the scope of the claims with-
out departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a side elevation of the
complete device, Fig. 2 is an end elevation
of the same, Fig. 3 1s a top plan view of the
device, Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional view of
the sharpener employed in connection with
the device. '

Referring now to the drawings, 10 desig-
nates a rectangular frame which 1s apertured
at the upper extremity thereof into which
is positioned a shell 11 of inverted conical
formation which is provided at one side with
a longitudinal slot formed therein. The
shell 11 carries a blade 12 which extends
through the slot formed in the side thereof
and which is adjustably secured thereto by
means of the set screws 13, which are passed
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through longitudinally formed slots in the
opposite extremities of the blade 12. The
frame 10 is provided with a laterally ex-
tended beam 14 which is rigidly secured
thereto and which carries at its outer ex-
tremities standards 15 and 16. The stand-
ards 15 and 16 are reinforced by the braces
17 disposed upon the opposite sides thereof
a short distance from their lower extremities
and which extend downwardly and out-
wardly therefrom where the braces are se-
cured to the outer extremities of cross beams
18. The upper extremities of the standards
15 and 16 are provided with a cross arm 19
which extends centrally over the frame 10
and which is centrally provided with a
threaded flanged sleeve 20 which rotatably
carries a feed screw 21. The feed screw 21
depends centrally over the frame 10 and is
provided at its lower extremity with a cylin-
drical cap 22 for the reception of the upper
extremity of a post 23. The cap 22 is pro-
vided with external threads upon which is
engaged a collar 24 employed for the pur-
pose of forcing the dogs 25 inwardly to en-
gage the sides of the post 23 to securely hold
the same in position.

For the purpose of rotating the post, a
beam 26 is employed which is provided with
a chain 27 at its inner extremity which is
secured about the post 23 to rigidly hold the
same and which is centrally supported by a
wheeled frame 28 swivelly connected thereto.
A swingletree 29 is disposed upon the outer
extremity of the beam 26 to which a horse is
adapted to be attached for the purpose of
rotating the beam 26.

The operation of the device is as follows:
A post is positioned in the upper extremity
of the shell 11 and the cylindrical cap 22 is
drawn downwardly into engagement with
the upper end of the post 23 when the collar
24 is rotated and fed downwardly upon the
dogs 25 which are caused to engage in the
sides of the post 28. The chain 27 is now
secured about the post and the beam 26 is
rotated causing the post 28 to rotate and be
contacted with the edge of the blade 12
thereby cutting the corners of the same. As
the post 23 is rotated the feed screw 21 is
also turned and caused to travel downwardly
forcing the post 23 farther into the shell 11
until the same has reached a predetermined
distance to properly point the post

The beam 26 is made of sufficient length to
produce the leverage necessary for the

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

10

10

11

0

5

n
v



1t

(@]

N

w

(%)
=21

smooth rotation of the post 23 and the stand-
ards 15 and 16 are positioned apart at a suf-
ficient length to admit of the passing of the
beam 26 therebetween during the operation
of the device.

What is claimed is:—

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a sharpener, a frame disposed about
said sharpener for supporting the same, a
feed screw mounted above said sharpener, a
cap carried by said screw for engagement
over the upper extremity of a post and
adapted to feed the same downwardly into
said sharpener and a beam detachably se-

-7 cured to said post for rotating the same.

2. A device of- the class described com-
prising a frame, a sharpener disposed cen-
trally in said frame, standards upwardly ex-
tended from the opposite sides of said frame,
a cross beam disposed upon the upper ends
of said standards, a feed screw vertically
disposed centrally of said cross arm for sup-
porting and feeding a post in said sharpener,
a beam disposed at one side of said post, a
chain carried by said beam for engagement
with said post, a wheeled frame disposed
centrally beneath said beam for supporting
the same and a swingletree mounted upon
the outer extremity of said beam.

3. In a device of the character described
the combination with a sharpener to engage
about a post, a beam arranged to be detach-
ably secured to said post for rotating the
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same and a feed screw mounted above said

sharpener. for engagement with said post-to
force the same downyardly. o

4. A device of the character described com-
prising a frame, a sharpemer mounted in

said frame, a beam laterally extended from

said frame, standards positioned at the op-

‘posite extremities of said beam, a cross arm
disposed upon the upper extremities of said -

standards, a feed: screw vertically disposed
centrally of said cross arm, a:cap mounted
upon the lower extremity of said-feed screw,
a. collar disposed in threaded engagement
about said cap, a plurality of dogs-pivotally
depended from said cap for engagement
with said collar to impinge the same against
a- post’ positioned in said cap and a beam
detachably. secured to said post. for rotating
the same.

5. In a post pointer, the combination with
a sharpener for engagement with the lower
extremity of a post, a.beam adapted to be
detachably secured to said post for: rotating
the same and a. cap. disposed above said
sharpener for engagement over: the upper
extremity of a post to force said post down-
wardly into said sharpener.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPII CONWAY.
Witnesses:
S. D. CATHERWOOD, .
L. A. Lowry.
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