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protective layer that is the outermost layer, said heat-sensitive recording layer and protective layer being formed on the support, is
produced by the cast coating method, has high glossiness imparted thereto, and shows good print qualities, high waterproofness,
high plasticizer resistance, high rubfastness and high resistance against ground color development. In the cast coating method
wherein a protective layer in a wet or plastic state is dried by pressing the protective layer against a specular-finished heat drum
(cast drum), it is feared that a dye precursor in a heat-sensitive recording layer reacts with a developer to cause color development
in a white part of a paper sheet, i.e., so-called ground color development. By adding a carboxyl group-containing resin to the pro-
tective layer, not only properties such as waterproofness are improved but also the phenomenon of ground color development can
be inhibited. Disclosed is a heat-sensitive recording medium comprising, on a support, a heat-sensitive recording layer, which
contains a colorless or pale-colored electron-donating leuco dye and an electron-accepting developer, and a protective layer that is
the outermost layer, wherein said protective layer comprises a carboxyl group-containing resin and said protective layer is formed
by the cast coating method.
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