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1 Claim."

This invention relates to a heating device for
washing machines frequently employed for do-
mestic purposes, and has for the primary object
the provision of an electrical heater equipped
with an automatic control for heating the water
in the washing machine to a desired tempera-
ture, thereby eliminating the necessity of pre-
heating water before being placed in the washing
machine and permitting the water of the latter
to be kept at a desired temperature during the
time of use of said washing machine and which
will be simple to install' and economical to
operate.

thermOStatic control i1 can be readily set for
maintaining the water in the washing machine
at a desired temperature. The electric motor
used for driving the agitator shaft 8 is electri-
celly connected to the junction box 15 by con-

" ductors 19, one of which has & control switch 20

10

With these and other objects in view, the in-

vention consists in certain novel features of con-
struction, combination and arrangement of parts
which will be hereinafter more fully described
and claimed.

For a complete understanding of my invention
reference is to be had to the following descrip-

- tion and accompanying drawings, in which

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in section,
illustrating & washing machine equipped with an
electrical heater constructed in accordance with
my invention.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
22 of Fgure 1.

Pigure 3 is s detail sectional view illustrating
the electric heating element.

Pigure 4 is a diagramma.tical view illustrating
the wiring diagram.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the nu-
meral 8 indicates a conventional type of wash-
ing machine, wherein the bowl or tub is indi-
‘cated by the character § supported by legs T of
hollow formation. The agitator shaft is indi-
cated by the character 8 and is shown as extend-
ing into the tub by way of a box §. An agi-
tator 18 is mounted on the agitator shaft and
the portion thereof directly above the box § is
provided with a series of perforations {{ to per-
mit natural or free circulation of the water
within the tub and over the box 8 and in which
is located an electric heater (2 forming the sub-
ject matter of the present invention. :

The box 9 has a removable cover 3 to permlt
the installation of the electric heater in the box
and provides a support therefor. Extending from
the electric heater is an electric conduit 14 con-
necting with a junction box 1§ mounted in one
of the legs 1, as shown in Figure 1. An elec-

. tric extension cord I8 leads from the junetion
box through an opening in one of the legs so that
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. it may be readily connected to an ordmary elec- -

tric output.

The latter-named leg of the washing machme
is provided with an opening in which is mounted
an electric thermostat control {7 capable of ad-
justment and is connected to the junction box
by conductors (8§ arranged wlthln the leg. Tbe
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therein. It is to be understood that the control
switch is conveniently located on the washing
machine so that the motor can be started and
stopped when desired.

From the foregoing description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings it will
be seen that an extremely simple, compact and
durable electric heater has been provided which
can be readily adapted to & washing machine
for the purpose of heating water therein and in-
cludes an automatic thermostatic control where-
by the water of the washing machine can be
kept at selected temperatures.

It is to be understood that the automatic
thermostatic. control is located in direct contact
with the tub so that it will be responsive to the
temperature of the water in the tub,

Through the use of the present invention on a
washing machine the neceaslty of preheating
water prior to placing it into the washing ma-
chine will be elimina consequently reducing
the cost especially within households where water
is frequently heated in s domestic system and
then placed in the washing machine requiring
loss of time and the cost attached to heating
more water than is needed for the successful op-
eration of the washing machine. .

While I have shown and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be
understood that minor changes in construction,
combination and arrangement of parts may be
made without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as claimed. .

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim is:

In & heating device, the combination of & wash-
ing machine including a tub having an offset in
the bottom wall thereof and provided with a
shaft opening to rotatably receive a shaft carry-
ing an agitator supported by ssid offset and hol-
low legs supporting the tub, a cover plate remov-
ably secured on the tub and closing the offset
and coacting therewith in providing a heat
chamber, a fitting carried by sald cover plate, an
electric heating element supported by said fit-
ting within the chamber, an electric junction box
mounted in one of the legs, means electrically
connecting the junctfon box to the heater, and
a thermostatic control electrically connected to
said junction box and supported by the latter-
named leg in contact with the tub for the con-
trol of the heater, i
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