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To at 27. It'? on, it nay concern: 
Be it known that we, JAMES D. MARSTON, 

of Englewood, Illinois, and GEORGE CLAPP, 
of Oak Park, Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Shrouds for 
Human Corpses, of which we do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, forming part of this speci 
fication. 
In the transportation, by railroads, steam 

boat lines, and the like, of human bodies, such 
as have died of contagious diseases, there is 
constant danger of spreading the contagion by 
reason of the germs of disease escaping from 
the coffins or shipping-cases. Moreover, in 
transporting bodies that have died from non 
contagious diseases noxious odors, caused by 
the process of decomposition and escaping 
from the coffins, are often most distressing to 
the persons forced to handle the coffins or re 
main near the same. Even when the bodies 
are inclosed in hermetically-sealed caskets, the 
jarring of the cars or in handling is apt to 
loosen the joints of the caskets and permit the 
gases to escape therefrom. 
Our present invention has for its object to 

provide an improved shroud wherein human 
bodies may be inclosed for transportation, and 
which may be hermetically sealed, so that no 
noxious odors or germs of disease can possibly 
escape therefrom. 
Our invention consists in the improved con 

struction of shroud hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of our 
improved shroud. Fig. 2 is a view in vertical 
section on linea: a of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a view 
in side elevation, showing the mouth of the 
shroud in open position. 
A designates the main portion of the shroud 

or bag, which is formed, preferably, of rubber 
or rubber clothin substantially tubular shape. 
The upper portion, A, of the-shroud, in which 
is formed the opening a for the admission of 
the body, is extended at right angles to the 
main portion, so that after the body is within 
the shroud, and the latter has been placed 
within the coffin or shipping-box, (shown by 
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may be had by simply opening the mouth of 
the shroud. This provision of an opening at 
the side of the shroud is important, for where 
the opening is formed in the end the face of 
the corpse cannot be seen without withdrawing 55 
the body from the coffin. 
The mouth of the shroud is preferably pro 

vided upon its inner edge with rubber or other 
cement, c', (which while in disuse may be cov 
ered by a suitable cloth,) so that when the 6o 
edges of the mouth of the shroud are pressed 
together they will firmly adhere and tend to 
hermetically Seal the shloud. When the mouth 
is thus closed, the portion above the attached 
lacing strips B will be rolled or folded over 65 
upon itself, as seen in Fig. 2, until the edges 
of the strips B can be tightly drawn by the 
cords C over such rolled or folded portion. 
The shroud being thus sealed, it will be found 
that no noxious odors or germs of disease can to possibly escape from the body contained 
therein. Moreover, the flexible material of 
which the shroud is formed avoids all danger 
of the hermetical sealing of the mouth (, be 
ing affected by the jarring movement of the 
cars or in handling the coffin. 
The sides of the main portion of the shroud 

are provided with suitable handles whereby it 
may be lifted into and withdrawn from the 
coffin or shipping-box. 

Rubber or rubber cloth is regarded as the 
best material whereof to form the shroud; 
but, if desired, other material capable of be: 
ing hernetically sealed may be substituted 
therefor, and, if desired, some preservative 
substance-such as carbolic acid, creosote, or the like-may be incorporated with the ma 
terial of which the shroud is formed. So, 
also, without departing from the broad scope 
of our invention, other means for hermetic 
ally closing the side opening in the shroud 
may be employed. 
We are aware that it has been heretofore 

proposed to inclose human bodies in elastic 
receptacles or bags having one end open to 
admit the body, and having means for closing 
such end; but we are not aware that prior to 
our present invention it has ever been pro 
posed to make an air-tight shroud having a 
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So dotted ines,) a ready inspection of the face 1 side opening adapted to receive the human ico 
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body and to be hermetically sealed, and side opening adapted to be hermetically closed, Io 
through which the face of the body could be and through which the face of the body may 
See. be seen, substantially as described. 

Having thus described our invention, what T 
5 we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- ESP:MESTON. 

ters Patent, is- s 
As a new article of manufacture, an air- Witnesses: 

tight bag or shroud to receive a human body, JAMES SUYDAM, 
said bag being provided near one end with a GEO. P. FISHER, Jr. 

  


