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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,331,471 

CARD INDEX SYSTEMAND DEVICE 
TEREFOR 

Joseph J. Holleck, Berwyn, i. 

Application December 5, 1941, Serial No. 422,975 
(C. 129-16.) 8 Claims. 

My invention is directed to quick sorting in 
dexed posting sheets or cards which are advan 
tageously adapted for commercial uses, and is 
also directed to a system of selection and sorting 
of such cards, sheets or blanks and to a novel 
and inexpensive apparatus or device for use in 
connection therewith to permit relatively quick 
sorting, selection, withdrawal and replacement of 
cards of certain groups and classifications. 
My novel invention is particularly advanta 

geous in posting and recording of characteristics, 
data, or the like in recording and posting Systems 
when it is frequently desirable to quickly segre 
gate and withdraw for posting or other purposes 
certain cards or blanks, various groups of Which 
have characteristics common to each other. 
An important object of my invention is the 

provision of reversible sorting indexed cards or 
blanks which have either the upper edge portion 
alone or the upper and the lower edge portions 
cut to form a plurality of spaced apart recesses 
within the normal confines of the normal edge 
or edges of the card and non-protruding, and 
where the recesses are SO cut and Spaced that 
certain parts of the card edge portions remain 
uncut though punched to form apertures there 
through, to thereby form so-called punched tabs 
or extensions, the location and punching of 
which tabs designate certain characteristics and 
classifications. 
A further object of my invention is the pro 

vision of cards or blanks on which posting or 
other record may be made, a plurality of such 
cards providing a novel system of card main 
tenance and method of Sorting, segregation and 
replacement, and wherein either the upper edge 
portion alone or both the upper and lower edge 
portions are cut with edge opening spaced apart 
recesses and provided With unrecessed tab-like 
integral edge portions which are apertured so 
that classifications or characteristics are indi 
cated by the location of Said apertures in the 
card itself to cause the apertures indicating 
common characteristics to be aligned in a group 
of adjacently placed cards to permit their quick 
sorting and withdrawal. 
A further object of my invention is the pro 

vision of a receptacle-like device or apparatus 
adapted to hold a plurality of punched and edge 
recessed cards of my invention and which in : 
cludes means for temporarily locking the cards 
from upward Withdrawal when a selected group 
of cards is pulled upwardly therefrom, and Which 
includes manually operable means for shifting 
the cards longitudinally to be temporarily locked 
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from withdrawal by said locking means; and 
further to provide record-bearable cards, blanks 
or the like which have a plurality of spaced apart 
edge recesses therein, preferably both at the 
bottom and top, and selectively located apertures 
in the normally upper edge portions which are 
so located that cards having Commonly located 
punchings may be readily and easily first shifted 
longitudinally to locations wherein they will not 
engage said locking means when withdrawn and 
which punchings are so located to permit inser 
tion of an extracting rod Or pin to engage cards 
of certain common classification for withdrawal 
and Segregation. 
A further object of my invention is the pro 

vision of a plurality of record-bearable cards, 
blanks or the like having punchings or apertures 
located at pre-determined locations to indicate 
respective characteristics and classifications and 
having a plurality of edge opening recesses in the 
same edge portions of the cards bearing said 
punchings, the punchings being so located that 
a portion of the respective card apertures will be 
obstructed by the adjacent tab-like card portions 
respectively when the cards are in locked posi 
tion within a suitable retaining receptacle, and 
wherein the remaining portions of the card aper 
tures will be aligned with recesses in the cards 
to permit manual insertion of an extractor rod 
or the like when cards of certain classifications 
are to be manually withdrawn with the aid of 
such extractor rod either directly in vertical 
direction or in first longitudinal shifting move 
ment and thence vertical Withdra Wall thereof. 
A further object of my invention is the pro 

vision of means preferably in the form of spe 
cially constructed apertured tabs adapted to be 
quickly and easily affixed to any one of a num 
ber of desired locations along the longitudinal 
edge or edges of a card whereby a multiple classi 
fication of pre-indexed cards is obtained, so that 
a user may maintain in stock only one type of 
edge-recessed card to which suitable apertured 
tabs may be quickly affixed so that the location 
of the tab aperture will designate a particular 
characteristic or class of the record borne by 
said card. 
An objectionable feature of some presently 

known card Systems employing metal Or paper 
projecting tabs is that only one characteristic or 
classification can be imparted to a card because 
of the necessarily single fixed location of such 
projecting tab, this in addition to the non-re 
versible objection and to the gradually increased 

  



2 
expense incident to the separate tab and the 
affixing thereof in desired locations. 
A further commonly known objectionable fea 

ture of some presently known card systems hav 
ing upwardly projecting metal or paper tabs is 
that such separately used metal or paper tabs 
frequently become detached and thereby cause 
error in classification, and a further objection 
able feature is that the cards are not reversible 
so that posting cannot be recorded upon the re 
verse side because the attempt to reverse such 
card changes the relative position of the tab 
with respect to the remaining cards of a series 
Or group. 
On the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is an elevational view of typical cards 

of my invention showing only portions of SOme 
of the cards. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a typical re 
ceptacle, unit, cabinet, or the like, the said cards 
constituting a part of my invention. 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the receptacle 
shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the desired form 
of extracting and shifting rod usable in connec 
tion with my invention. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the 
upper corner fragment of the Card holder or 
receptacle showing the relative position of cer 
tain cards and holes and slots thereof before be 
ing shifted to unlocked position from which they 
may be removed. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view similar 
to Fig. 5 and showing in Cross section the in 
Serted extractor and shifting rod before the cards 
of a certain classification are to be removed from 
the receptacle. -- 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view show 
ing a cross sectional fragment of the right hand 
wall of the card holder or receptacle and showing 
in cross Section the extractor rod after it has 
been rotated substantially 90 degrees to cause 
longitudinal shifting of the engaged cards pro 
posed to be removed. 

Fig. 8 is an elevational view of a portion of one 
edge-recessed card bearing three partially affixed 
apertured tabs and one totally affixed apertured 
tab, which tabs are adapted to be used in any one 
of the desired locations for the purposes herein 
explained. 

Fig. 9 is a partially cross sectional and partially 
perspective view taken on lines 9-9 of Fig. 8, 
showing a small fragment of the tab. 

Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows com 
pletely one master card A and the upper por 
tions of typical additional cards or blanks B to I 
inclusive. Reference numeral specifically de 
Scribed as to One card is to be understood as ap 
plying to corresponding parts, features or char 
acteristics which are borne on other cards or 
blanks, only parts of typical additional cards be 
ing shown. 
Each card generally designated by numeral O, 

is of substantially rectangular or Square-like form 
having upper longitudinal edge and longitudi 
nal opposite edge 2. 

It is to be understood that while I have illus 
trated in Fig. 1 cards or blanks to which have 
both the upper and lower edges slotted, and 
punched or apertured, that nevertheless my in 
vention includes cards which have only one longi 
tudinal edge slotted and apertured in the dis 
closed manner with highly satisfactory results 
and advantageous practice of my invention. In 
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other words, the group characteristic location 
may be first utilized to designate each of the 
cards having their longitudinal edge portion or 
portions provided with a plurality of edge open 
ing slots or recesses 3, which are spaced apart 
in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1. Except as to 
those slots 3 adjacent to the identical apertured 
Sections, said slots 3 are properly uniformly 
Spaced to provide integral tongues 4 whose ends 
constitute the previously existing edge of the 
blank from Which the cards are cut. The slots 3 
are preferably of rectangular form, thereby im 
parting corresponding form to the integral 
tongues 4. 
Cards like "A,' which have no group classifica 

tion hole, are designated as a group R. Cards of 
group R, having no aperture therein, may con 
stitute and designate one primary characteristic 
or feature of the data or record which those cards 
represent. This card would not be withdrawn in 
the hereinafter described manner, though inas 
much as all the remaining cards which have aper 
tures are removable in the described manner, 
the cards of group R, as representing one pri 
mary characteristic, are thereby capable of segre 
gation and subsequent withdrawal. 
Cards like group B may be classified into dif 

ferent classes by not forming one or more slots 
3, but forming instead by punching or the like 

Suitable holes or apertures 5 in one or more de 
Sirably located integral edge areas or sections 6. 
For example, card B has its section 6 at the 
upper left provided with two apertures 5. 

Referring to Fig. 1, cards B, C and H have the 
first or primary characteristic, designated for 
brevity as S, which is common to the three cards, 
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designated by a correspondingly located aperture 
at the left upper portion. All cards which bear 
this common and predetermined characteristic S 
would be punched to locate one aperture 5 as 
ShOWI) in Fig. 1. The first two positions or sec 
tions of the card which are designated on the 
master card A as S and T are the positions cor 
responding to the first two slots of said master 
card. In the illustrated example of the drawings," 
S and T are used to designate groups or primary 
characteristics. These first classifications or sec 
tions S and T are therefore used for so-called 
'group' classification; such term 'group classi 
fication' meaning that all the cards in one set 
Will have one or the other primary characteristic 
Which is herein designated by S. or T. 

In cards D, E, F, G, H, and I, the characteris 
tics borne by said respective cards are designated 
by forming the integral tongue portions at the 
respective locations as indicated. In other words, 
the locations of the various apertures 5 are such 
that they will be substantially aligned with one 
of the remaining slots in the master card and 
each aperture location (as well as the location 
of the correspondingly aligned slot on the master 
card) designates certain classes or characteristics 
which are preferably recorded in proper positions 
on the master cards as well as on the face of the 
front wall of the retaining receptacle hereinafter 
described. It will be noted that card I is so 
punched and formed that six characteristics are 
designated by the respective apertures therein in 
the desired locations to correspond to what that 
characteristic comprises. 

Similarly, any one card may be so formed that 
it will designate one, two or more "group' pri 
mary characteristics and as many additional Sub 
characteristics as correspond to the number of 
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the remaining slots and aperture locations re 
naining On the master. 
The primary characteristic on the respective 

cards and the class classification may be repeated 
to indicate the Sub-characteristics, if any, on the 
respective cards, as for example, card H. 

It is to be understood that the number of slots 
and of apertures may be varied according to de 
sired requirements and within the limits permis 
sible by the size of cards used. It is apparent 
that this system of classification permits a wide 
Variety of individual and combination or mixed 
classifications to be obtained and designated. As 
an example in a 16 hole or 16 position or “section' 
system, the first four positions or sections could 
be used as "group' or primary characteristic 
designations and the remaining twelve as class 
positions as indicating additional or Secondary 
characteristics of classes. 

Referring to Figs, 2 and 3, reference numeral 
7 designates a suitable box-like receptacle or 

cabinet which may be made of metal, Wood or 
other suitable material and which is preferably 
of substantially rectangular form. Said recep 
tacle or container has a forward wall f8, 
rear wall 9, which may be either stationary or 
movable, and left and right hand end or side walls 
20 and 2 respectively, said side walls 20 and 2 
and end walls being connected together as well 
as to suitable bottom (not shown). The forward 
or front wall 8 has its upper longitudinal edge 
provided with a plurality of spaced apart recesses 
or slots 22, which are spaced equadistant from 
each other, and which form integral tongue like 
extensions 23 whose side edges partially define 
the said recesses or slots. These slots 22 and the 
respective slots 3 of the indexed cards to be 
used, therein.are correspondingly slotted, that is, 
the slots are the same distance apart in both, 
with the exceptions of the non-slotted apertured 
portions or sections which have been hereinbe 
fore described and illustrated in Fig. 1. 
rThe Wall 9 is provided at its upper end with 

upper opening slots 22 in the same manner as 
the front" wall 8 and the slots 22 thereof are 
located identically to the 'slots in the front wall 
8. The integral upwardly extending tongues of 
the back wall, are designated in Figs. 2, 5, 6 and 7 
as 23-a. . . . ; In Figs: 2 and 3, I have shown a plurality of 
cards substantially filling the receptacle 7, the 
respective slots or recesses 3 of the cards form 
ing grooves as indicated in said figures, which 
are in alignment with the recesses or slots 22 when 
the cards are lowered and placed into the cabinet. 

In one preferred form of my invention, such 
as illustrated in Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive, the respec 
tive cards O. are slightly shorter than the inside 
dimension between the side or end walls 20 and 
2 so as to provide for longitudinal movement of 
the respective cards into and from releasably 
locked positions as here described. 
When any of the cards are lowered or dropped 

into the cabinet, thereupon they assume the posi 
tion illustrated by the card shown in Fig. 
wherein the edges of the round aperture will co 
incide substantially with the lateral edges which 
define the corresponding slots, the diameter of 
said apertures 5 being substantially equal to the 
width of the card slots 3 and the receptacle wall 
slots 22. 

Referring to the right hand end of Figs. 3, 4, 
st 6 and 7 respectively, the right hand end wall 2 
has an angularly bent flange 24 which is prefer 
ably formed by bending the upper edge of said 
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3 
Wall horizontally and inwardly and thence down 
Wardly to form a downwardly engaging and ex 
tending portion of said flange 24, which is spaced 
a short distance from the main portion of the 
wall 2 as shown in Figs. 5 to 7 inclusive. This 
flange 24 is adapted to function as retaining or 
locking means to prevent withdrawal - of the 
cards when groups of a certain classification are 
being removed from the receptacle, 
When any cards are placed into the box or re 

ceptacle, the cards are positioned as illustrated 
by the front card in Fig. 7. Only two cards 
are shown in Figs. 5, 6 and 7, the rearmost one, 
Od, being slightly upraised for clarity. When 

said cards are dropped or placed in as stated, 
their right hand edges are spaced from the end 
wall 2. The cards of one or more desired groups 
may be manually shifted longitudinally toward 
the right hand end wall 2 so that their upper 
right hand corner portions will be positioned be 
low the depending retaining or locking flange 24 
in the manner illustrated by the two cards shown 
in Fig. 6. This longitudinal movement or shift 
ing of the cards to so-called locked position with 
in the receptacle may be accomplished manually 
by either pushing the cards themselves from 
above or by placing a suitable instrument such 
as a rule against their left hand ends and push 
ing thereagainst, or by means of a hingedly 
mounted Cam member 25 as shown at the left of 
Figs. 1 and 2. Said hingedly mounted cam mem 
ber is preferably in the form of an elongated 
metal strip which has its inner surface preferably 
rounded as indicated and which is provided with 
a suitable hinge knuckle 26 which is pivotally 
mounted by means of a suitable pintle as shown 
through extended portions of the front and back 
walls so that said can or pusher member is swing 
ably mounted in a horizontally extending open 
ing formed in the end wall 29. Where a push 
ing or shifting element of this type is utilized, the 
Operator merely presses his finger against the 
outer surface of the cam member 25 to cause said 
Cam member to push those cards which are to 
be longitudinally shifted in the opposite direc 
tion so that their opposite edges are substan 
tially against the right hand end wall 2. 

it is to be noted that when the cards iO are 
shifted to locked position partially below the lock 
ing flange 24 as illustrated in Fig. 6, the right, 
hand portions of the apertures or holes 5 of 
the shifted cards are beyond and to the right of 
the vertical plane passing through the left hand 
edges of the card tongue portion or section which 
defines slots which are in substantial alignment 
therewith. In other words, when said cards are 
shifted to the right as described to locked posi 
tion, in elevational view only a large portion 
(preferably substantially more than one-half 
thereof) of the aligned apertures 5 is visible 
when looking horizontally at the front or the back 
of the retaining receptacle. 

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated in perspective a suit 
able extractor rod 27 which may be utilized for 
Convenient removal of any group of cards of de 
sired classification by insertion of the rod through 
the front wall slots 22 and through the apertures 
of certain cards which may be aligned therewith, 
and also if desired such insertion may continue 
through the correspondingly aligned slots 22 of 
the rear receptacle wall. When such insertion is 
made, the cards of any particular class or group 
may be directly lifted up and withdrawn from 
the remaining cards when the same are not in 
position to be locked by any locking flange. I 
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desire it to be understood that my system, device 
and cards may be satisfactorily operated merely 
by vertical removal and Vertical replacing move- . 
ment of the cards into the ends in the described 
manner, without any of the cards being locked in 
the manner which I also described herein. 
An advantageous feature of one form of my in 

vention is the apparatus, method and means 
which I describe, claim and illustrate, whereby 
the cards may be selectively shifted longitudinally 
so that they will be positioned partially below 
the retaining flange 24, the important novel ac 
complishment of this being that cards of a de 
sired and selected group are manually shifted so 
that they will not engage the locking flange upon 
withdrawaii, the remaining cards which are in the 

O 

receptacle, and particularly those which are in 
frictional engagement with the cards which are 
withdrawn, will not be also undesirably removed 
from the receptacle. 

I have illustrated and described herein one 
novel method of shifting the cards to unlocked 
position with the utilization of my novelly con 
structed receptacle having slotted walls as stated. 
The extractor rod 2 has its diametrically oppo 
site side surfaces substantially flat so that in 
cross section said extractor rod almost defines a 
rectangle as illustrated in Figs, 6 and 7. This 
extractor rod 27 is inserted into the aligned aper 
tures of any particularly desired group to be with 
drawn as well as through the correspondingly 
wall slots 22 in the end and back Wall of the re 
ceptacle, and thereupon the extractor rod is man 
ually rotated a distance of substantially 90 de 
grees either to the left or to the right to sub 
stantially the position shown in Fig. 7. This par 
tially rotating movement causes one of the 
rounded narrower surfaces of the extractor rod to 
slidably engage against the right hand edges of 
the front and back walls which define the two 
correspondingly located slots 22 and simultane 
ously by cam-like action push or shift the cards 
so engaged longitudinally so that the right hand 
ends of the so engaged and shifted cards will 
clear the locking flange 24 upon vertical with 
drawal. At the same time the cards which have 
not been so manually shifted will remain in their 
normally locked position, and when any thereof 
are pulled upwardly due to friction with the 
cards actually desired to be withdrawn, the lock 
ing flange 24 will engage the upper corners in 
such cards to cause the same to be retained in 
the receptacle, 

It is evident that by use of an extractor rod 
of the described type, the user of my device and 
system will withdraw only the desired group of 
cards without disrupting the remaining cards 
which otherwise would be withdrawn and then 
dropped out to necessitate refilling thereof. 

In Fig. 8 I have illustrated the same card O 
of the general type which has been hereinbefore 
described and having the spaced apart slots 3 
providing the integral tongues 4. It is possi 
ble that in some instances where the volume of 
my pre-indexed card is limited, there might be 
the objection of carrying inventory of a number 
of separate groups of pre-indexed and pre-cut 
cards wherein each group was differently pre 
cut according to the characteristic designated 
by the location of the aperture of the card Sec 
tion. To enable users of my pre-indexed Cards 
and my system and apparatus to buy Only One 
type of cards, that is, cards all cut, slotted or 
recessed identically, 
means and construction which I further illus 

20 

25 

30 

35 

4. 

45 

60 

2,331,471 
trated in Figs. 8 and 9. In Fig. 8 the same card 
O of the type hereinbefore described is utilized, 

a plurality of such cards being cut uniformly 
and where desired may all be cut and punched 
uniformly in one corresponding location to desig 
nate a primary classification or characteristic. 
The purchaser or user, having such identical 
cards in stock for continuous use, may satisfac 
torily use the method and system hereinbefore 
described of designating one or more sub-char. 
acteristics or primary characteristics by affixing 
or adhering one or more tabs 29 of paper, fabric 
or other suitable material. Each of the tabs 28 
is provided with one or more spaced apart holes 
30 substantially as illustrated in Fig. 8, and said 
tabs carry along their lateral end areas of one 
Surface thereof adhesive coatings or cement 3. 
In Fig. 8 the three tabs, each having originally 
two Spaced holes formed therein, and shown at 
the left have only one half thereof affixed to the 
opposite surface of the card and partially to the 
edge portions of the respective adjacent tongues, 
and the portions of said three left hand tabs in 
Fig. 8 which extend above the upper end of said 
tongues are, after moistening of the adhesive, 
bent transversely and adhered to the other or 
forward side surface of the card and tongues so 
that the two holes 30 of each tab are in registry 
and are disposed in one of the card slots, 3. 
When one or more of the tabs 29 are to be af. 
fixed, the user will affix the same in the particu 
lar location. So that the aperture therethrough 
will itself designate by its position a character 
istic or class possessed by the card. When the 
tab is to be affixed in a position wherein one of 
the tongues 4 might partially or wholly ob 
struct the registering holes 30, the user may 
merely tear off the particular tongue, and the 
tab is affixed, so that the registering holes of 
the tab Will be in the desired position and ac 
cessible to an extractor rod for removing move 
ment. 

It will be understood that in a plurality of 
Such record cards bearing said affixed tabs in 
positions to designate respective characteristics, 
the holes of the tabs designating common char 
acteristic Will be in alignment when the cards 
are in adjacent substantially upward position, 
and that the operator may readily insert an ex 
tractor rod, for example like 27, and having 
thereby engaged the cards of the Selected chair 
acteristic with said rod, the operator may readily 
move said rod to shift the engaged cards longi 
tudinally to place same so that upon vertical up 
ward withdrawal the end portions of such en 
gaged cards will clear and not engage the lock 
ing flange of the container. Similarly, the aper 

stured tabs 29 may be secured so that they are in 
such positions that the apertures of such tabs 
Will be in non-alignment with recesses or slots 
of other cards Substantially as illustrated in 
Fig. 6, and so that when an extractor rod 27 
is rotated, it will shift longitudinally those cards 

, which are engaged by said rod through their 
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apertures, and thereafter be removable upwardly 
as hereinbefore described. 

It will be apparent that, with the utilization 
and Selective Securance of tabs in the desired 
locations as has been described, the user may . 
carry in stock only one style or type of card 
which may best fit his particular purpose, and 
he may Selectively designate one or more of a 
plurality of characteristics of the card by mount 
ing of the apertured tab as stated and at the 
Same time utilize the method and systema of ex 
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tracting groups of cards possessing common 
characteristics and likewise utilizing my afore 
described device and longitudinal shifting and 
withdrawal steps. 

It will be noted that all the tabs which may be 
used as stated may be identical, depending upon 
what purpose they are to serve. The tabs ob 
tain their classification objective by location of 
the position on the pre-indexed card, and they 
in no way interfere with the reversible feature 
of the pre-indexed cards, it being an important 
and novel feature that the cards may be corre 
spondingly slotted or apertured at their opposite 
longitudinal edges and also that the apertured 
tabs may be affixed first to one edge and then 

O 

5 
to the opposite edge to permit use of both sides 
of the card without disruption of the index. 
Another feature of my said pre-indexed cards 

and the illustrated method of use is that they 
permit the use of common alphabetical or nu 
merical index systems without impairing their 
own efficiency as to additional characteristics, 
and that they are capable of classification in 
possible under any other method. 

I am aware that various changes may be made 
in the embodiment of the invention herein spe 
cifically described without departing from or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the inven 
tion or any features thereof, and nothing in the 
above specification shall be construed as limita 
tions upon the invention, its concept or struc 
tural embodiment as to the whole or any part 
thereof. 

I claim: 
1. In a card record device; a plurality of cards 

having integral apertured sections located along 
their longitudinal edges to designate varying 
characteristics, and provided with Spaced apart 
edge-opening slots in edge areas other than Said 
apertured section or sections; said slots forming 
extending tongue-like portions therebetween a 
card retaining receptacle of substantially rec 
tangular form having the front and back Walls 
thereof provided with spaced apart upWardly 
opening slots which are spaced apart similarly 
to the spacing of the slots of Said cards, the sec 
tion apertures in said cards being so located that 
portions of said apertures are obstructed by 
tongue-like portions of other adjacent cards 
when the cards are correspondingly positioned 
within said receptacle; an angularly and in 
wardly extending flange on one side wall of Said 
receptacle and adapted to releasably lock the 
cards when said cards are all in corresponding 
positions with edge portions thereof below said 
flange; and a cam-like non-round extractor rod 
adapted to be inserted in visible portions of any 
group of aligned section apertures and then 
moved to engage certain tongue-like portions to 
provide for longitudinal shifting of the engaged 
cards with respect to the remaining cards in the 
receptacle and to free them from said flange to 
permit upwardly withdrawal of the engaged 
group without the other cards accompanying 
said engaged group of cards. 

2. In a card record device; a plurality of cards 
having integral apertured sections located along 
a longitudinal edge to designate varying chair 
acteristics, and provided with spaced apart edge 
opening slots in the edge areas thereof, said slots 
forming integral tongues adjacent thereto; a 
card retaining receptacle of substantially rec 
tangular form having the front and back walls 
thereof provided with spaced apart upwardly 
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opening slots which are spaced the same as the 75 

5 
spacing of the slots of the cards, the apertures 
in said cards being so located that portions of . 
said apertures are obstructed by tongues of other 
adjacent cards when the cards are correspond 
ingly positioned within said receptacle; an an 
gularly and in Wardly extending flange element 
On one side wall of said receptacle and adapted 
to engage the end portions of cards whose end 
portions are below said flange to prevent up 
wardly withdrawal of said cards; and an extrac 
tor member adapted to be inserted in any group 
of aligned apertures and then moved to engage 
certain tongues to provide longitudinal shifting 
of the engaged cards from beneath said flange 
and to permit upward withdrawal of the en 
gaged and shifted group, without the other cards 
accompanying said engaged group of cards. 

3. In a card record device, a plurality of cards 
having integral apertured sections located along 
a longitudinal edge to designate varying char 
acteristics, and provided with spaced apart edge 
opening slots in edge areas thereof, said slots 
forming integral tongues adjacent thereto; a 
card retaining receptacle of Substantially rec 
tangular form having the front and back Walls 
thereof provided With spaced apart upWardly 
opening slots which are spaced the same as the 
spacing of the slots of the cards, the apertures 
in said cards being so located that portions of 
said apertures are obstructed by tongues of other 
adjacent cards when the cards are correspond 
ingly positioned within said receptacle; said 
cards being of a length to be longitudinally shift 
able in said receptacle by means of insertion of . 
a movable rod into any row of aligned apertures 
and slots; an angularly and in Wardly extending 
flange element on one side wall of said receptacle 
and adapted to engage the end portions of cards 
whose end portions are below said flange to pre 
vent upwardly withdrawal of said cards; the 
section apertures of any aligned group of aper 
tures and COrEesponding obstructing tongues be 
ing engageable by a manually actuable rod in 
sertable therethrough and through correspond 
ingly aligned slots on said receptacle Wall sec 
tions Which, When noved, Will shift said engaged 
cards longitudinally to clear said flange element 
on withdrawal of said shifted cards. 

4. In a card record device, a card-retaining 
receptacle of substantially rectangular form hav 
ing front and back walls provided with spaced 
apart upWardly opening slots; a flange on the 
upper portion of One side Wall of said receptacle 
adapted to engage an end portion of cards to 
normally prevent upward withdrawal of said 
cards; a plurality of record-bearable cards in 
said receptacle and of lengths shorter than the 
inner transverse dimension of said receptacle; 
said cards having a plurality of spaced apart 
slots opening upon a longitudinal edge thereof 
and forming integral tongue portions therebe 
tween; On or more of said slots being wider than 
the remainder thereof; one or more adhered tabs 
adhesively Secured to the card and over said 
Wider slot or slots, each of said tabs having an 
aperture therein, said secured tabs being in such 
position as to make the aperture partially visible 
through partially aligned slots of other adjacent 
correspondingly positioned cards though in non 
alignment with such slots of adjacent cards, the 
position of said aperture and said tab being 
adapted to designate a characteristic of the rec 
ord borne by said card and providing means 
whereby the card bearing same may be with 
drawn from a group of adjacent cards; and a 
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rod insertable into the apertures of the aligned 
adhered tabs and through the non-aligned slots 
of other cards in the same roW of Said receptacle, 
said rod, after said insertion, being rotatable 
to longitudinally shift the engaged cards to posi 
tion same so that upon upward withdrawal 
thereof, the end portions will not engage said 
retaining flange. 

5. In a card sorting and retaining device 
adapted for use with reversible cards having 
spaced apart edge opening slots and each of 
which cards has apertures in one edge portion 
located to designate individual characteristics; 
said apertures being located in non-alignment 
with the edge opening slots though only partially 
aligned with said slots; a rectangular receptacle 
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having opposite side walls and a front Wall hav 
ing edge opening slots therein Spaced similarly 
to the card slots; a flange-like member on One 
side wall of said receptacle extending in Wardly 
to overlie end portions of cards placeable in Said 
receptacle, which cards are shorter than the in 
side dimension of said receptacle, said fange 
member being adapted to prevent upwardly re 
moval of those cards from within the receptacle 
when end portions underlie said flange-like 
member; and an extractor rod adapted to be 
inserted in apertures of certain cards and 
through the slots of other adjacent cards and 
of said receptacle wall, said inserted rod being 
movable to longitudinally shift the cards thereby 
engaged through their apertures to thereby free 
the same from engaging said flange-like member 
upon upward withdrawal thereof, said rod, upon 
card shifting movement thereof, being adapted : 
to simultaneously frictionally engage the edge 
portions of slots of other cards not being shifted 
to withdrawable position to thereby hold said 
non-shifted cards in normally locked position. 

6. In a card blank record system, a plurality 
of record-bearable blanks of Substantially uni 
form size and each having integral apertured 
sections located along its longitudinal edges, the 
locations of said apertured sections being adapt 
ed to designate varying characteristics; said 
blanks each having a plurality of Spaced apart 
edge opening slots in edge areas other than Said 
apertured sections, the slots of the same char 
acteristic group. being in alignment, certain of 
said apertures being out of alignment with cer 
tain slots; the apertures of said Sections being 
partially obstructed by certain integral sections 
of other cards when said cards are positioned in 
uniform adjacent relation; and a manually oper 
able non-round card extractor rod adapted to be 
inserted in any one of a group of aligned aper 
tures designating a particular characteristic to 
thereby engage the group of cards desired to be 
moved and withdrawn from the remainder there 
of, said non-round rod being of a size and shape 
so that, when inserted into a group of aligned 
apertures which are substantially in the same 
row with aligned slots of other cards not to be 
removed, said rod when rotated, will and may 
be manually moved to shift the aperture engaged 
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cards a short distance to the left to position said 
cards, said rod during such movement moving 
from the right side of the slots of the non 
engaged cards to the center thereof. 

7. In a card blank record system, a plurality 
of record-bearable blanks of substantially uni 
form size and each having integral apertured 
sections located along their longitudinal edges, 
the locations of said apertured Sections being 
adapted to designate varying characteristics; 
said blanks each having a plurality of spaced 
apart edge opening slots and edge areas separate 
from Said apertured Sections; certain of said 
blanks having apertured sections in non-align 
ment with edge slots of other of said blanks; and 
a manually operable non-round extractor rod 
adapted to be inserted in any one of a group of 
aligned apertures designating a particular chair 
acteristic to thereby engage the group of cards 
desired to be moved and Withdrawn from the 
remainder thereof, said rod being of such size 
and shape so that upon rotation said rod is 
adapted to shift the engaged cards to the left to 
thereby segregate the said engaged cards. 

8. In a card sorting and retaining device 
adapted for use with cards having spaced apart 
edge opening slots and apertures in the edges of 
said cards and located to designate individual 
characteristics; a rectangular receptacle having 
opposite side walls and a front Wall having edge 
Opening slots therein spaced similarly to the 
card slots; one of Said side Walls having an open 
ing therein; a plurality of cards having spaced 
apart edge apertures and edge-opening slots 
therein, Said slots forming tabs therebetween; 
said card apertures being positioned in the edge 
portions of various cards or in said tabs in non 
alignment With the edge opening slots of other 
of Said cards so that when certain cards are in 
identical adjacent positions, the card apertures 
Overlie lateral edge portions of tabs of other 
cards; a flange-like member on one side wall of 
Said receptacle extending inwardly to normally 
overlie end portions of cards placed in said re 
ceptacle, said cards being shorter than the in 
Side dimension of said receptacle, said member 
preventing removal of cards from within the 
receptacle unless the same are shifted longitudi 
nally to clear Said member in withdrawing move 
ment; a non-round cam-like extractor rod 
adapted to be inserted through any one of the 
receptacle wall slots and through correspond 
ingly aligned card slots and through portions of 
apertures of cards positioned in the same row, 
said extractor rod, when rotated, being adapted 
to engage the edge portions of a wall slot or slots 
of certain cards to cause longitudinal shifting of 
the cards which are engaged by said rod through 
their apertures to permit such cards, when with 
drawn, to clear Said flange member; and a man 
ually actuable pusher member pivotally mounted 
at Said side wall opening to permit manual lon 
gitudinal shifting of the cards. 
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