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This invention relates generally to building 
blocks, and an object thereof is to provide blocks 
which are designed primarily for the construction 
of ventilators of the louver type, the blocks being 
shaped for that purpose and for interfitting as 
Sociation With each other to be set or laid accord 
ingly in building Walls and the like, With the re 
sult it will be seen that my blocks can be used 
to construct ventilators of various sizes and shape, 
directly in a Wall while building the latter, or the 
blocks can be set in completed Walls, as for ex 
ample in window openings and the like to take the 
place of windows, etc. as the blocks can be made 
from any suitable material, including glass. 
A further object is to provide building blocks 

of the character Set forth, that are simple in Con 
struction, inexpensive to manufacture, extremely 
efficient in use and Service, and can be set in use 
in an easy and expeditious manner, as Well as 
with less effort than required with common 
building blocks, due to the interfitting association 
of my blocks with each other. 
Another object is to provide a ventilator con 

structed from my building blocks, that may or 
may not include closures for the louver passages, 
but When the cloSures are used with the Wentil 
lator, they are mounted for swinging movement, 
so as to be automatically movable to closed posi 
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tion by storm winds or the like. 
This invention also consists in certain other 

features of construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here 
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing and Specifically pointed out in 
the appended claims. 
In describing the invention in detail, reference 

will be had to the accompanying drawing wherein 
like characters denote like or corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view taken 
through a ventilator constructed from my blocks 
and which includes closure members for the 
louver passages with the members shown in open 
position. 

Figure 2 is a front view of the ventilator. 
Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1, with the 

closure members in closed position. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective sectional 

view of one of my blocks with the closuremember 
attached thereto. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a block Without 

the closure member. 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective sectional 

view illustrating a ventilator of greater length 
than that of Figures to 3 inclusive. 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary view illustrating the 
manner in which my blocks can be used in the 
Construction of balustrades for porches, balconies, 
and the like. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, it will be 
noted that in the construction of the ventilators 
that two types of blocks are required, that is, one 
type broadly indicated by the reference numeral 
l, which provide the upper and lower members 
for the ventilator, and the other type by the 
numeral 2, that provide the intermediate mem 
bers therefor. 
The intermediate blocks or members 2 each 

include flat end Walls 3 having formed thereon in 
bridging relation with respect thereto a wall 4 
reversely curved transversely in substantially ser 
pentine formation and being of a width to extend 
between diagonally opposite corners of the end 
walls, as best shown in Figure 5. The longi 
tudinal edge portions 5 of the wall 4 incline in 
Wardly toward the upper and lower ends of the 
end Walls 3 and said upper and lower ends are 
stepped as at 6, the outermost steps being bev 
eled as at 7 to act as seats for the inclined longi 
tudinal edge portions 5, when the blocks are set 
one upon the other, as clearly shown in Figures 
1 and 3, which likewise illustrates that the steps 
of one block interfit those of a companion block, 
So that the Walls 4 are disposed in superimposed 
Overlapped association or in louver formation to 
provide air passages 8. 
The upper and lower blocks or members may 

be identical in shape and are somewhat similar 
to that of the intermediate members or blocks 2, 
in that the blocks include stepped flat end walls 
9 and a reversely curved wall 0, but the upper 
portion of the upper block is thickened as at 
and provided With a flat upper face and the lower 
portion of the lower block is likewise thickened 
as at and provided with a flat lower face. The 
respective flat faces being adapted to contact the 
upper and lower portions of an opening in the 
building Wall A, while the end walls of both the 
blocks f and 2 contact the side walls of the open 
ing, as clearly shown in Figures 1 and 3. By that 
construction, it will be obvious that the blocks 
close the Opening and collectively cooperate to 
provide a ventilator Which allows for the free 
paSSages of air through the louver passages, but 
due to the outer downwardly extending portions 
of the Walls 4 and .0, rain, Water and the like 
Will be excluded from the passages. 
While the ventilators can be used without clo 

Sure members for the louver passages, I have 
shown said members in Figures 1, 3 and 4, and 
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2 
each includes a hinge rod 2 and a sheet metal 
strip looped along the longitudinal center thereof 
to provide a sleeve 4 fixed to the hinge rod and 
from the sleeve portion the sheet extends in por 
tions 5 disposed in diverging relation with re 
spect to each other, as clearly shown in Figure 4. 
The outer edges of the portions 5 are flanged 
as at 6, and the ends of the rod 2 provide 
trunnions mounted in recesses in the confronting 
faces of the end Walls of companion blocks for 
rotation of the closure members, as Will be ap 
parent upon inspection of Figure 4. It will be 
noted that the upper longitudinal edge por 
tions of the Walls 4 and 0 have inwardly di 
rected flanges formed thereon to act as seats 
for the diverging portions of the closure members 
when in either open or closed positions, and the 
Walls 4 and 0 also have ribs 8 extending longi 
tudinally along the lower Surfaces thereof to re 
ceive the flanges of the uppermost diverging por 
tions When the closure members are disposed in 
closed position, as best shown in Figure 3. 
In Figure 6, I have illustrated a relatively long 

ventilator constructed from my blocks with the 
latter disposed in end to end contact, and it 
might be mentioned that the ventilators can be 
made of any height and length, without weaken 
ing the Wall structure of the building, as ny 
blocks are capable of supporting a load equal to 
that supported by ordinary building blocks of the 
same dimensions. However, it will be understood 
that when blocks of unusual length are employed, 
I preferably provide intermediate supporting 
walls 9 therefor, as shown in Figure 6. 
In Figure 7, I have illustrated another use for 

my building blocks, namely as a balustrade for 
porches, balconies Or the like. In that figure, it 
Will be noted that the blocks are disposed in side 
by side relation for arranging the louver pas 
sages vertically, and while air will freely pass 
through the Sane, the blocks provide substantially 
the Same privacy as a Solid wall. 
From the foregoing description and disclosure 

of the drawing, it will be obvious that my blocks 
can be used to construct ventilators and the like 
in any type of building, or other like Structures 
including Walls, as well as for balustrade work 
and the like, and the ventilators as such, not only 
perform their intended function in an efficient 
manner, but are extremely ornamental in appear 
ance, therefore they add materially in that re 
spect to the structure. 

It is thought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of the 
invention will be readily apparent. 

It is to be understood that changes may be 
made in the construction and in the combination 
and arrangenient of the several parts, provided 
that such changes fall within the scope of the 
appended clairs. 
What I ?ail is: 
1. A ventiatoi constructed from building blocks 

shaped and associated together to provide louver 
air passages between the same, a closure for each 
passage and comprising a rod, neans secured to 
the rod and including portions diverging there 

2,216,420 
from and the outer edges of said portions being 
arranged to contact Companion blocks for clos 
ing the passages, and the rods being mounted in 
the blocks for Swinging movement of the closures 
Whereby the latter are normally disposed in open 
position and are automatically movable to closed 
position by Storm Winds and the like. s 

2. A ventilator constructed from building 
blocks, each block comprising flat end walls, a 
Wall formed on and bridging the end walls and 
being reversely curved transversely throughout its 
length, Said end Walls being stepped and having 
certain corners thereof beveled, the curved walls 
having their ends extending between diagonal 
corners of the end walls and provided with longi 
tudinal edges inclined at an angle for the end 
portions of said edges to fit the beveled corners 
of the end Walls of companion blocks when the 
blocks are set in use one upon the other, and 
when so set the stepped end walls of companion, 
blocks are fittingly associated and the curved 
Walls are Spaced one from the other to provide 
louver passages between the curved walls. 

3. A ventilator constructed from building 
blocks, comprising upper and lower blocks and 
intermediate blocks, each block including flat end 
Walls, the end walls of the intermediate blocks 
having stepped upper and lower ends, the end 
Walls of the lower blocks having stepped upper 
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ends and the end walls of the upper blocks having 30 
stepped lower ends, a wall formed on and bridg 
ing the end walls of each block and being re 
Versely curved transversely throughout its length, 
Said upper and lower blocks each having a thick 
ened portion, the thickened portion of the upper 
block having a fiat upper face and the thickened 
portion of the lower block having a flat lower 
face, and the curved walls being arranged with 
respect to the end Walls, so that when the blocks 
are Set in use one upon the other the stepped waiis 
of companion blocks are fittingly associated and 
the curved walls follow the curvature of each 
other in Superimposed spaced relation to provide 
louver air passages between the same. 

4. A ventilator constructed from building blocks 
shaped and aSSociated together to provide louver 
air passages between the same, flanges formed 
on and extending longitudinally of certain of said 
blocks and directed inwardly for disposal into the 
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passages, ribs formed on and extending longitu- 50 
dinally of certain of said blocks, a closure for 
each paSSage and comprising a rod, a strip of 
sheet material Secured to the rod and including 
portions diverging therefrom, flanges formed on 
the outer edges of the diverging portions and dis 
posed at an angle thereto, the flanges of certain 
of the diverging portions being receivable against 
the ribs and the flanges of the other diverging 
portions being receivable against the flanges of 
the blocks when the closures are in closed posi 
tion, and the rods being mounted in the blocks 
for Swinging movement of the closures whereby 
the latter are normally disposed in open position 
and automatically moved to closed position by 
storm Winds and the like. 
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