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(57) Abréegée/Abstract:

The Invention relates to a molded part (I0) which I1s configured by Initially forming a tubular body (2) with a soldered flange (7).
Subsequently, the body (2) Is shaped in a mold (8) by securing the flange (/) under high internal pressure to shape the form part or
the preform (10). Thus, preforms with a secured flange that can be used to connect said preforms to other parts can be easily
obtained
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(57) Abstract

The invention relates to a molded part (10) which
is configured by initially forming a tubular body (2)
with a soldered flange (7). Subsequently, the body (2)
is shaped in a mold (8) by securing the flange (7) under
high internal pressure to shape the form part or the
preform (10). Thus, preforms with a secured flange that
can be used to connect said preforms to other parts can
be easily obtaned

(57) Zusammenfassung

Ein Formteil (10) wird dadurch gebildet, dass
zuniachst ein rohrformiger Korper (2) mit einem ver-
schweissten Flansch (7) gebildet wird. Nachfolgend
wird der Korper (2) in einer Form (8) unter Festhal-
tung des Flansches (7) durch Innenhochdruckumfor-
mung zum Formteil bzw. Formkorper (10) verformt. Es
entstehen auf einfache Weise Formkdrper mit einem Be-
festigungsflansch zur Verbindung des Formkdérpers mit
anderen Teilen.
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1
METHOD FOR PRODUCING A MOLDED PART AND A MOLDED PART

PRODUCED ACCORDING TO SAID METHOD

The invention relates to a method for the
produci:ion of a formed sheet-metal component which is
S formed by intermnal high-pressure forming. The invention

also relates to a formed component produced according to

the method.

It is known to shape components by internal high-
pressure forming of butt-welded tubular prelorms which are

10 cut from corresponding bar stock to the length required.

From EP-A-0620056 it is also known to weld together a

number of such butt-welded tubular preforms of different

diameter and thickness into a single tube which is then
formed into a tubular component by internal high-pressure
15 forming.
vxtended formed components made from tubularx

preforms wmay especially be used as components 1n motor

vehicle construction. Here, these components usually have

to be joined to othexr components, eg. by further welding ox
20 by bonding. For cerxtain purposes, it 1is then necessary for

one component to be provided with at least one attachment

flange. At least one operation is required to add such a

flange to the gaid components, which is a disadvant:age'. in

rerms of cost, so that, in this case, several components
25 formed by deep-drawing or pressing are usually welded

togather in a conventional manner into one formed

component.
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From EP-A-0589370 i1t is known to provide two
essentially flat metal sheets with a conduit for
introducing the fluid for the internal high-pressure
forming, and to weld the sheets together at their edges;
the result is a formed body with a surrounding flange,
which 1s not desired in many applications in motor wvehicle
construction. DE-C 900085 likewise discloses the intermnal
highﬁpressure forming of tﬁo egspentially f£flat metal sheets
10 wﬁichz ﬁave been both welded together and which have a
chamber in the middle formed from two domes for the
introduction of the pressure f£fluid. Thipe also produces a
formed body with a surrounding flange. similarly, DE-A
3418691 shows the forming of two or four f£lat metal sheets
which are joined tagether at their edges. US-A-5070717
shows a flangeless butt-welded tube being formed in such a
way that a flange is produced in the forming process. In
this way it is possible to produce an extended formed body
with a flange on one side only, but additional cutting and

20

welding operations are necessarxy to obtain a flange form

with a straight end face.

Therefore, the problem which the invention seeks
to solve is to provide a method which produces by internal
high-pressure forming a pomponent which can easily be
produced and joined to other component:s;- in particular an

elongate component with a flange on one side only, or with

cwo flanges on opposite sides of the component.

According to the present invention, there is provided a method for

30  the production of a formed sheet-metal component, comprising the steps of:
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rounding at least one sheet-metal blank into an essentially tubular body,

wherein the essentially tubular body includes at least one flange formed

from unrounded margins of the blank;

welding the flange subsequent to the rounding of the at least one sheet-

metal blank to complete the essentially tubular body; and

forming the body into the formed component by internal high-pressure.
According to the present invention, there is also provided a method

for the production of a formed sheet-metal component, comprising the steps of:

half-rounding two sheet metal blanks each with flanges on opposite sides

formed from unrounded margins of the blanks, wherein said half-rounded

sheet metal blanks together form an essentially tubular body;

welding the flanges together subsequent to the rounding of the sheet

metal blanks; and

forming the essentially tubular body into the formed component by

internal high-pressure forming.
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By firsrt of all forming., by rounding, a tubular

body with an outwardly directed £lange, production is

facilitated, since the flange serves as a welding flange

whieh can be welded by conventional 1ow-cast methods at a

high rate of production. 1In the completed formed

component, this existing flange serves as an attachment
point for other components, which makes the use of such a
formed component advantageous in many applications in

compafison with conventional bodies formed by internal

high-pressure forming.

In an alternative solution according to claim 1,
two half-rounded metal sheets each providea with two

projecting flat tongues are first of all joined to form one

essentially tubular body with two flanges.

Another ocbject of the invention is to provide a
component formed by internal high-pressure forming which
can be easily joined to other components. This problem is

golved by a formed component according to claim 9.

Embodiments of the invention will now Dbe

described in detail by way of example, with reference to

the drawings, in which:

Figs. la-le show schematically the steps in the

production of a formed component produced in accordance

with the invention;

Fig. 2 showe in profile a formed component

according to the invention, used as a roof edge section forx

a motor vehicle;

Fig. 3 shows in profile a formed component

AMENDED SHEET
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according to the invention, used as a door sill section for

a motor vehicle:

Pig. 4 shows in profile a formed component

according to the invention, used as a door post for a motor

vehicle;

Pig. S shows in profile a formed component
according to the invention, used as a hinge bracket or lock
bracket for a motor vehicle; and

Fig. 6 shows a furxther embodiment of the formed

componaent according to the invention prior to internal

high-pressure forming.

Figse. la-leé show schematically a seguence of
process steps in the production of a formed component or
body according to the invention. In Fig. l1a, 1 denotes a

sheet-metal blank from which the body will be formed. This

blank 1 may be homogeneous, eg. a wholly steel or aluminium

blank consisting of a single piece of the requisite gize
and with uniform thickness, as illustrated in Fig. la. The
blank may, however, consist of two or more sheet-metal
portions joined together by welding,‘so that the blank 1
has portions of different thickness and/or with other
dissimilarities of material characterigtics or propefﬁiee.
which impart to the subsequent formed éomponent local
differences in characteristice or properties. Such blanks
consisting of portions jo0ined together (so-called tailored
blanks) are known, and are used eg. in motor vehicle

construction, where they are formed into components in a

Known manner. The "tailored blank" can be assembled in any

AMENDED SHEET
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desired direction and:using any desired'welding*processes.

As shown in Fig. 1b the blank is formaed into an
essentially cylindrical tube 2, two margins 3 and 4 of the
blank being formed into tongues precjecting from the tubularx
part 2, these tongueg together comstituting a flange 7
projecting f£rom the tube. The forming of the blank 1 into
the tubular part 2 may be performed on a rounding machine
in a conventional manner, with unrounded margins 3,4
forming the tongues.

Fabrication of the tubular body 2 continues with
the welding together of the rtongues 3,4 to constitute the
flange 7 (Fig. 1c). This may be performed eg. by lap seam
welding with welding rollers 5 and 6, a wire electrode
being provided in a known manner at each of the welding
rollexrs 5,6. This has the advantage that cocated metal
blanks, eg. tinned or galvanised blanks, can be welded
without any problem, as the wirxe electrode is continuously
replenighed from a spool. Alternatively the flange 7 may
be welded eg. by edgewise laser welding, as illustrated in
Pig. lc by the additional arrow A symbolically representing
the laser beam impinging on the tongues 3,4. Both roller
seam welding and laser beam welding allow lengthy flanges 7
to be continuously welded at a high rate of feed and with
high weld quality. It is also possible to employ laser
welding in which the flange is through-welded from above or
below. Alternatively the margins may be joined togecher
edgewise by other known welding processes such as MIG, MAG,

plasma or oxyacetylene welding. Electron-beam welding is
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also possible. By employing these processes, practically
all kindélof sheet metal including, in particular, coated
sheet-metal blanks, cﬁn.be welded with high qualicy. The
welded body 2 has an essentially tubular form with open
ends and with a sealingly welded flange 7.

In a next step (Fig. 1d) the body 2 thus forwmed
is placed in a mould 8 for internal high-pressure forming.
The inner surface of this mould has a configuration which
corresponds to the shape of the formed body to be produced.
The mould also has means for closing off the open ends of
rhe tubular body 2 and means for introducing - usually via
the end - a fluid at high pressure. The fluid for forming
may also be introduced through an orifice or nozzle within
the cylindrical portion of the preform. The process of
internal high-pressure forming is known in itself and the
corresponding devices for carrying out this pxocess are

l1ikewise known and available on the market, and will
therefore not be desc¢ribed in further detail here. In the
present case, however, the mould 8 is configured so that
the flange 7 can be clamped in the mould by the mould
itself or by additional means, so that the flange 7 1is
impinged on both faces, over as nearly as possible 1its
entire length, and preferably its full width, during the
internal high-pressure forming process, so that the weld
seam of the flange is not subjected to opening or peeling
forces due to the pressure exerted in the interior of the

body 2.

Fig. le shows the resulting formed body 10, which
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6
has the desired shape imparted by internal high~pressure
forming, and is provided with a flange 7 which cgnibe'used
for attaching the body 10 to another component.

Fig. 2 shows as an example a formed body 11 which
hae been produced by the steps la to le described above,
used as a roof edge section for a car roof 15. Fig. 2
ghows this application in schematic and highly simplified
form. It will be seen that the formed body 11 is attached
to the roof 15 by its flange 7, eg. by a laser-welded joint

(seam 16). Of course, other known attachment techniques

(such as spot welding or bonding) might be employed.

Fig. 3 shows a further formed body 12 produced 1in
accordance with the invention. This body - likewise shown
only in simplified form - is used as a door sill section
for a motor vehicle. 17 dencotes a part of the vehicle
floor to which the formed body 12 is attached by the flange
7, eg. by spot welding or laser welding.

Fig. 4 shows schematically an end view of a
formed body 13 according to the invention, which can be
used as a door post (B-pillar) of a motor vehicle.

Fig. 5 shows a further formed body 14 fitted as a

formed section in the hinge or lock region of a car engine
bonnet ox boot 1lid. The formed body 14 is attached by the
flange 7 to the bent-over end 21 of the outer skin 19 of
the bonnet or lid. The inner skin is fitted to the outer
skin on interposed rubber mountings, and stiffene;s 22 are

provided.

Pig. 6 shows a tubular body 25 wmade up.of A le
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half—found formed blanks 26 and 27. Each blank has two
projecting margins “or tongues which are paired to provide
flanges 28 and 29. fhese are welded as described above
with reference to the flange 7 of Fig. 1. The body 25 is
S also formed by internal high-pressure forming, the two

flanges 28 and 29 being gripped over as nearly as possible

their entire area. After forming, a formed body 30 with

two flanges 28 and 29 results.
Of course, the method according to the invention
10 can be used for producing a large number of formed

components for other applications besides motor vehicle

construction, such as eg. railcar building or aircraft

construction.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. Method for the production of a formed sheet-metal component,
comprising the steps of:
rounding at least one sheet-metal blank into an essentially tubular body,
wherein the essentially tubular body includes at least one flange formed
from unrounded margins of the blank;
welding the flange subsequent to the rounding of the at least one sheet-
metal blank to complete the essentially fubular body; and

forming the body into the formed component by internal high-pressure.

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the flange is welded by roller seam

welding with or without a wire electrode.

3. Method according to claim 1, wherein the flange is welded by laser
welding or electron beam welding.

4, Method according to claim 1, wherein the flange is welded by gas fusion
welding or electric arc welding.

. Method according to claim 1, wherein the flange is clamped during the
internal high-pressure forming, in particular by the mould for the internal high-
pressure forming.

6. Method according to claim 1, wherein the body is formed from two sheet-
metal blanks by providing two flanges.

7. Method according to claim 1, wherein each sheet-metal blank is

composed of at least two blanks which are assembled together by welding.

8. Method for the production of a formed sheet-metal component,
comprising the steps of:
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half-rounding two sheet metal blanks each with flanges on opposite sides
formed from unrounded margins of the blanks, wherein said half-rounded
sheet metal blanks together form an essentially tubular body;

welding the flanges together subsequent to the rounding of the sheet
metal blanks; and

forming the essentially tubular body into the formed component by
internal high-pressure forming.

0. Method according to claim 8, wherein the flanges are welded by roller
seam welding with or without wire electrode.

10 10.  Method according to claim 8, wherein the flanges are welded by laser
welding or electron beam welding.

11. Method according to claim 8, wherein the flanges are welded by gas
fusion welding or electric arc welding.

12. Method according to claim 8, wherein the two sheet-metal blanks are
assembled together by welding before rounding takes place.
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