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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE N. BEARD, of 

the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Bale-Ties, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, form 
ing part of this specification. 
My bale-tie consists in a transverse slot 

made in one side of each end of the band, 
(which is of the ordinary band-iron,) the slots 
at one end being at the opposite edge to the 
slot or slots at the other end, so as to engage 
together, as shown. At the inner end of each 
slot is a hook-shaped notch or recess of rounded 
form, extending toward the end of the band, 
said recesses engaging together as the band 
is stretched out, and preventing any trans 
verse slip after it is stretched. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a face view of 
the two ends of the band or hoop. Fig. 2 is 
an outside view of the two ends locked to 
gether. Fig. 3 is an inside view of the parts 
when locked together. Fig. 4 is an edge view 
of the ends when the slots are engaged, be 
fore the expansion of the hole and the press 
ure of the cotton upon the laps has flattened 
them against the inner side of the hoop. 
A and B are the ends of the hoop. The 

end A has a single slot, a, extending trans 
versely from one edge to near the middle of 
the hoop. At the inner end of this slot, and 
at that side of the slot which is toward the 

the bale ; or where all the bales are reduced 
to a uniform size, a single slot at each end 
would be sufficient. 
In locking the tie, the slots are first engaged 

together, as shown in Fig. 4, and then, as the 
bale expands on taking off the pressure from 
it, the hoop is stretched out taut, and the parts 
of the tie caused to lie flat together, as shown 
in Figs. 2 and 3, the laps C being pressed 
tightly against the outer parts of the hoop. 
In this position the recesses a? of each enden 
gage together, and prevent any transverse 
Inovement of one end upon the other. The 
notches at are made rounding in form, so as to 
avoid any tendency to tear. 
I am aware of Reissue Patent No. 7,360, 

granted 24th October, 1876, to J. W. Petty, 
for a slotted and recessed bale-tie. My tie, 
however, differs from his in not having any 
square or sharp ends or corners which will 
tear the contents of the bale or the person or 
clothing of the operator, besides tending to 
destroy the holding power of the tie. My tie 
is made with a slot or slots having rounded 
ends and seat, by which great holding power 
is obtained, and no sharp edges are left ex 
posed to tear articles coming in contact there 
with, or to break off. 

I claim as my invention 
The hoop provided with transverse slot or 

slots a at the edges, said slots having the 
rounded hook-shaped and round-seat notches 
a' at their inner ends, and at right angles to 

end of the band, is a notch or recess, af. The the slots, substantially as set forth. 
end B has similar slots a a', but upon the op 
posite edge to that upon A. The slots upon 
one end (see B) may be more or less in num 
ber, so as to allow the band to be taken up to 
any desired height, according to the size of 

GEO, N, BEARD, 

Witnesses: 
SAM L. KNIGHT, 
ROBERT BURNS, 

  


