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Writed States Patent Office.

ALENDO McKENNEY, OF PORTLAND, MAINE.

Letters Patent No. 102,694, dated May 3, 1870.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOE-FASTENERS.

———t

The Schedule referred to in these Lietters Patent and maling part of the same.

Lo «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXDO MCKEXNEY, of Port-
Jand, in the county of Cumberland and State of Maine,
have invented an Improvement in Boots and Shoes;
and I'do hereby declare that the following, taken in
connection with the drawings which accompany and
form part of this specification, is a description of my
invention sufficient to enable those skilled in the mt
to practice if. S )

The invention relates particularly te the constrog-
tion and.arrangement of devices employed for fasten-
ing and keeping in meat position the. upper and leg
portion of ladies’ boots. o

The. invention consists, primarily, in a boot having a
. long spring inserted in the lapping edge of the upper
and leg, and in the employment of fastenings, each
consisting of an eye attached to the upper on oneside
of the opening, and a hook, whiclr is attached to the
other side, preferably to the flap or lapping edge, by a
spring or elastic, which yields in accordance with the
part of the foot, leg; or ankle, against which the fast-
ening comes. ‘

The drawings represent a. boot having the spring
and fastenings applied in accordanee with my inven-
tion. . ' : '

A shows a side elevation of the boot.

B, a section of -the elastic fastening.

- ©, an edge view of the hook and eye.

@ denotes a boot, which, so. far as the eonstruction,
form, and union of the upper and sole are concerned,
is not unlike many ordinary boots. .

b ¢ denote the open edges of the vamp, which are
opened to draw the boot onto the foot, and are closed
and fastened together when the boot is on the foot,
the edge b overlapping the edge . '

The edge b has a narrow pocket formed.in it, be-
tween the upper and lining, and running the whole
length of the edge, and within this pocket I insert a
long spring or spring wire, d.

This spring is preferably made with a coil, ¢ just
above or opposite to the ankle, as seen at A. '

When the boot is drawn on and the edges b ¢ are
fastened together at the top or around the leg, the
strain thereby produced upon the spring, in the diree-
tion of its length, causes the whole length of spring
and the edge, to which thé spring is applied, to hug
.closely to the surface of the foot, the coil ¢ enabling
the spring to readily vield to the motions of the foot
at the ankle joint. )
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The edges are thus prevented from gaping, without
the employment of a series of closely-arranged but-
tons or other fastenings, as in-ordinary boots.

.1 prefer, however, to employ three fastenings, one
below and one above the ankle, and one ‘at the top of
the boot, as seen at A, thus fastening the boot near
the top of the leg and on each side of the ankle-joint.
But, with these three, no others are necessary or de-
sirable, the spring holding the lapped edge tightly and
smoothly to the surface of thefoot. o

The spring wire may be made without the coil ¢,
but the coil adds to its ufility. - v

In connection with the spring I employ, as fasten-
ings, the devices shown at f g &, each of which con-

sists of a metal eye, 4, having at each end a shank, k,

by which it is fastened to the edge ¢, and a hook, 1, ap-
plied to one end of an - elastic, m, whose other end is
secured to the overlapping edge b.

" The hook is preferably made with a plate, n, through
two slots, o, in which the elastic is rui, as seen at A
and B. ‘ )

When the edges b ¢ are fastened together by lock-
ing the hook I into the eye 4, or to enable them to be
so fastened together, the elastic yields, as may- be re-
quired; and, while they keep the upper tightly around
the leg and. against the foot, their flexibility enables
thie edges to yield to the motions of the foot and ankle, .
and the part of the leg inclosed in the boot. -

Boots thus made and fastened are not only more easy
to the foot than boots laced or fastened in the ordi-
uary manuer, but they present a very neat appear-
auce ab the edges b ¢, and it takes but an instant to
connect or release the fastenings. -

The coil at the center of the spring wire prevents :
the spring from breaking, as it inclines to do under
the movements of the ankle, if made without the
coil. ' :

I claim— o S

. A boot, having a spring or spring wire, d, inserted
in its lapping edge b, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. . : o .

Also, the spring 4, formed with the coil e, substan-

tially as shown and described. S ’
' ALENDO McKENNEY.

‘Witnesses:
‘FRANCIS GOULD,
8. B. KIDDER.




