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Our inventicn broadly relates to a locking
agency of the anti-theft type provided with a
severable sealing strip or the like means, which
is protectively housed and may be operatively set
as a visible telltale to safeguard a cooperating
primary lock against being forced and when
violated, leaves an irretrievable and conspicuous
trace of the act. A device of this kind is especially
intended to supplement or displace ordinary locks
and thereby more adequately secure certain cov-
ered receptacles or containers, such as the de-
mountabie cover of & sealed recording meter cas-
ing, also of a bond or legal testament container
such as are commonly slipped into deposit boxes
15 for safe keeping, the sealing of locked room doors
and in other instances where unguarded locks
need to be reenforced sgainst tampering and to
afford insurance that the contents of any such
receptacle have not been disturbed. Our device
may also be utilized as & primary lock.

To this end, we preferably resort {0 a suitable
nousing provided with an elongated interior
mortise or champer in which is suspended a virgin
strip of paper, coated fabric, relatively thin metal
or the like readily rupturable tie-piece so dis-
posed ' interiorly of a closed receptacle that its
cover cannot be opened without tearing or other-
wise fracturing said sealing strip. For the pur-
pose of visualizing whether such tie-piece re-
mains unbreken and intact, we provide said mor-
tised chamber with an inspection window or may
make its entire housing of relatively transparent
material so that the prevailing condition of said
strip may at any time, be inspected therethrough
without having to open the cover or door to which
our sealing device has been applied.

In order to further prevent renewal of any
ruptured strip by unauthorized persons after a
seal has been forced, it is preferred to resort to
special embossed sirip material having a charac-
teristic fret or other distinguishing insignia en-
graved thereon that is inherently difficult to
counterfeit. One such strip end may be fixedly
secured at the bottom region of said mortise by
any suitable means. A clamping shell or car-
tridge is entered to close the mortise mouth in
breechlike fashion and the suspended tearable
strip extends between such clamp and said fas-
tener. When an inspection window is resorted
to in an otherwise opadue housing, this is lo-
cated medially of the installed strip and the strip
is protectively housed pehind such window. Said
clamping shell may be provided with one or more
sockets respectively adapted to automatically re-
ceive - a latch tongue after said strip has been
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operatively set in place. These oppositely dig-

posed latch tongues may be carried by a bracket
member fixedly attached either to the casing of
the sealed receptacle or to its cover member.

Said bracket may also be given an L shape of
which one leg overlies the swinging edge of an un-
locked hinged lid to seal the container against
access as long as the strip remains unruptured.
our self-locking device is so arranged that the
tearable strip thereof may be readily replaced by
authorized persous, there being easily manipula-
tive means provided for strip renewal in the event
the owner should find it necessary to gain access
to any such sealed container. When forced, tha
sealing strip alone or its equivalent is severed
without permanent injury to any other com-
ponents of our protective safeguard.

These instrumentalities represent & decided ad-
vance over the conventional imprinted lead seal
such as is exposed to manipulation and replace-
ment, whereas in the present security devices, all
corresponding parts are wholly mounted interiorly
of the casing confines and not subject to access
until after the seal has heen broken. An im-
portant feature of our improvements resides in
the use of an associated transparency through
which to expose to view and thereby establish the
prevailing condition of an installed telltale strip
without having to open the sealed cover for in-
spection purposes.

The object of our invention is to devise im-
proved anti-theft means of the character indi-
cated that can readily be applied to various pur-
poses at a relatively low installation cost and to
be able to unmistakably detect whether or not a
closure member after being sealed, has been re-
moved from its associated container, particularly
by the use of a severable sealing strip installed
within a covered container and which by cooper-
ating latchable means may be so suspended as to
.prevent manipulative access to said strip except
by the severing thereof when the container is
opened. Embodied herein are also structural
aspects designed to promote the end in view and
all of which will hereinafter be more explicitly
set forth. Reference is had to the accompanying
two sheets of drawings which are illustrative of
certain preferred embodiments and in which
drawings:

Fig.: 1 represents an elevational front or face
view of a service watt hour meter equipped with
our devices and the transparent cover of which
meter casing is mounted in place, and Fig. 2is a
side view thereof.

Tig. 3 shows an enlarged cross-sectional detail
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taken along line 3—3 of Fig. 1, while Fig. 4 de-
picts the cover partially removed from its casing
with a consequent tearing of the strip material.

Fig. 5 schematically illustrates the strip retain-
ing parts prior to being assembled in place, and
Fig. 6 shows separated snap fastener components
for securing one strip end.

Fig. 7 shows a modified style of opaque casing
cover that is equipped with a peep hole lens and
has our sealing devices operatively mounted
therebehind.

Fig. 8 cross-sectionally represents a fragment :

of an ordinary room door provided with our de-
vices, and Fig. 9 presents still another modifica-
tion in- which a safe deposit box is likewise
equipped. )
Referring now in detail to the Figs. 1 to 6 dis-
closures, this style of electric or gas meter pro-
tector or seal may comprise a heavy mestal box-
like casing 10 and a flanged transparent cover ! 1
‘that is preferably cast from glass or the like ma-
terial and sealed to the casing by one or more
severable strips. Cover. partitions may provide
for one or more inbuilt mortised compartments
or the like strip receiving housing means 12 re-
spectively disposed alongside the cover flange as
in Fig, 3. The mouth region of each such cham-
bered housing may be faced flush and comple-
mentary dowel receiving holes such as 13 are dis-
posed transversely of each mortised pitlike cor-
partment near the bottom thereof.  One such
aligned recess opens into the interior of the cover
confines and the other is blinded, as shown.
Mated cylindrical snap fasteners of the two-paxt
glove button type are intended to snugly fit into
and span said dowel holes. As detailed in Fig.
6, the female fastener component (4 may be flar-

‘ingly undercut while the male component 15 is

equipped with resilient prongs shaped to inter-
lock therein.

A sheet metal ¢lamping shell or cartridge i5 is
shown provided with a tubular, cross-sectionally
cblong shank portion that -is enterable into the
mouth of the housing {2 in breechlike fashion.
The exterior shank end is shaped into a stop
flange 17 while its opposite end may be extended
to terminate in a pair of split eyelets such as (8
that are clamped together by screw or the like
means. The readily rupturable strip material 19
may be perforated as at 20 in proper spacing foi
reception of the eyelet screw and the separable
dowel pin $4—1{5. In addition, the opposed side
walls of the cartridge shank may each be provided
with mated locking sockets such as 21.

A bracketed latch piece 22 may be welded or
similarly secured to the interior of the casing {0
and have a pair of laterally spaced, resilient
prongs formed thereon, each provided with re-
versely disposed barbs orlateh tongues such as 23.
When snapped into a cartridge {6 in the assem-
bled relationship of Fig. 3, the latch tongues auto-
matically spread apart to interlock with their
respective sockets 21. -

Prior thereto, a perforated end of the strip 19
is intended to be tightly clamped between the
eyelets 8. The femalée dowel pin clement 14
having been inset into the blind aperture 3, the
other strip end may now be fed into place over
said element and the stop flange 171 brought into
abutment with the faced mouth of. the cover
mortise {2. Thereupcn, the male fastener {5
may be entered into place through the hole i3.
The lcaded cover is now ready to-close the casing
{0. In so doing, said latch tongues 23 will auto~
matically engage their respective sockets 21, If
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the cover should now be removed; the latch piece
22 will withdraw the cartridge 16 therewith and
cause a severing of the sealing strip in the manner
indicated in Fig. 4 or tearing through one of the
strip perforations. By virtue of our transparent
cover, the prevailing condition of such assembled
strip at all times remains visible so that any
mending of a divided original strip can readily
be detected upon inspection, should any un-
authorized person attempt to reinstate s broken
seal.

It is .emphasized that the novel latch means
cooperating with one end region of our seal per-
mits of suspending such severable tie~strip 19 in
a virtually taut condition and thereby prevents
opening the cover {1 sufficiently to gain access to
said strip without first rupturing the same. In
addition, the effective length of our strip is pur-
posely inset to one side face of the cover parting

blane 50 as not to become partially exvosed to :

view through such opening when the cover is ini-
tially lifted. ' - -

As applied to the Fig. 1 polyphase electric serv-
ice meter for measuring household lighting or

other oufside power circuits, the meter proper -

may comprise one or more motor driven discs
such as 24 whose revolutions are totalized by the
register 25, all securely and protectively mounted
behind our transparent cover [I. This cover

may be made moisture and dust proof by an end- g
In addition, said cover may be

less gaskef 26.
fastened in place by the use of several casing
stanchions of the conventional type zuch as 21
extending through the cover face and each having

an apertured winglike nut 28 threaded thereon. e

10

A tie rod 28 may extend through the respective nut

apertures and be locked cor otherwise sealed as ag
30.  When thus equipped and supplemented by

~our security locking devices, it hecomes virtually

impossible for others to tamper with the encased
meter mechanism or to alter its recorded regis-
tration.

In Fig. 7 there is disclosed a substantially simi-
lar installation except that the cover need not as
a whole, be kept transparent. As a further

alternative, we provide for a separate mortise

housing 3{ preferably made ¢f Bakelite that may
be held in place within an opaque dished cover
82 by means ¢of a fized support 33. A side wall
of said housing is apertured and a peep hole lens
or the like transparency 34 may be inset in align-
ment therewith, said clear lens preferably. being
of the beehive type having a brim flange that is
fixedly inset, as shown. The closed housing end
may be provided with jaws such as 35 for clamp-
ing the severable tie-piece and the open lower end
of which housing is shaped o receive a strip re-
taining shell 38 that corresponds with the pre-

_viously described similar cartridge {§. Entered

into the mouth of said shell is'a bracketed latch
piece 3T essentially similar to the piece 22 and
here fastened to the contsiner casing 38. In
this instance, it is preferred to loop the rupturable
strip 38 somewhat so as to bring it into.closer
proximity for inspection through the lens 38, It
will be obvious that the closed cover may be fur-
ther sealed by means of a locked hasp 49 or the
like.

_Fig.-8 shows still another modification in which

our security locking devices are applied to an

ordinary house door leading to a storage room
or the like, which it is desired td seal. Here the
door post. Al may be of conventional construc-
tien including. an- upright trim board 42. This

ilustrative exemplification cross-sectionally rep-
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resents the swinging edge of a paneled door 43
equipped with the . usual complementary - lock
plates such as 44 and with latch actuating knobs
45, Partialiy inset into said board is the extend-
ed fastening toe of @ mortised housing 48 pro~
vided with a tubular tail end 47 having & side
outlet or peep hole 48. Said tail end may be
lined with a tubular glass section 49; to the rear
tnereof is a transversely mounted, two-part dowel
pin 58 that corresponds in purpose to the simi-~
lar snap fastener elements {4 and {5 of Fig. 6.
The rear end of the housing 46 may be perma-
nently closed by the plug 52. One such element
may be apertured and have a sealed wire 5i

threaded therethrough. As shown in dotted out-
Jine, the dowel 58 may also have a head 50A

1hereon placed adjacent to the trim board 42,
i which event the housing toe screws need to be

released for the insertion of such dowel.

The mouth of said housing may again have a
clamping shell 53 assembled therein to grip one
end of the severable tie-piece 54. The loosely
fitted latch plece 5% may remain substantially
identical in structure with. the previously de-
scribed part 22, concealed screws 8% being used
to fasten the same to the door frame. Said
door is intended to swing open away from the
jambp strip 87 in the direction of the arrow. It
will be apparent that the sealed door. after being
unlocked, cannot be opened without rupturing
the sealing strip 54. After being entered, a re-
newed strip may readily be ingerted in our hous-
ing by authorized persons. )

Lastly, attention is directed to Fig. 9 in which
a safe deposit box .88 or the like storage receptacie
having a liftable hinged 1id § {, is shown provided
with our devices. As here used, the compact
housing 62 and its embraced cartridge may be
similar in type to that detailed in connection
with Fig. 8, except that the latch piece 63 is now
unattached and given a hook shape adapted to
rotain the swinging marginal edge of said lid
and thereby prevent unobstructed opening after
e 1id has been sealed by an unsevered tie-piece.
Sueh a container is admirably suited for the
safe storage of wills and the like personal docu-
ments to which. occasional access must be had
hut with the assurance that no unauthorized
person has in the interim disturbed the saine.
The lid 6 need not however, be hingedly attached
when resort is had to a plurality of tie pieces in
the Fig. 1 manner.

These several selected embodiments will make
evident that our devices are likely to find a di-
versified usage. Not only is the telltale medium
kept visible behind a housed transparency bub it
is adequately sheltered interiorly of a sealed con-
tainer so that its characteristic markings may
not readily he counterfeited by a duplicate in-
certion. It is believed the foregoing disclosures
mske apparent to those skilled in this art, the
intended function, mode of operation and the
resulting advantages afforded by our improve-
ments. For instance, it will be obvious that the
component members of our sealing device may
be reversely mounted 0y forming a suitable hous-
ing within the container rather than in the cover,
as shown. It is to be understood therefore, that
various changes in the illustrative structural de-
tails and arrangement thereof may be resorted
to in likewise carrying out the broad. underlying
principle involved, all without departing from
the spirit and scope of our invention heretofore
described and more particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

3

We claim:

1..In a protective sealing. agency including a
cover member and a closable container member
cooperating therewith, the combination of cham-
bered housing means fixedly associated with one
such member, a latch piece secured to the other
member, and a readily severable tie-piece ex-
tending as an unbroken safeguard between said
housing and the latch piece, the tie-piece when
operatively - installed  to. seal the cover being
mounted wholly within the interior of the covered
container, and which tie-piece is suspended with
s sufficient degree of tautness to prevent any
substantial opening of the cover membeér with-

oubt rupturing said tie-piece.

2. In 8 protective sealing agency including
cover member and a closable container member
cooperating therewith, the combination of cham-
Lered housing means fixedly associated with one
such member, a latch piece secured to the other
member, a readily severable tie-piece extending
as an unbroken safeguard between said housing
arid the latch piece, the tie-piece when opera-
tively installed to seal the cover being mounted
wholly within the interior of the closed con-
tainer, and a transparent medium associated
with one of said members and which medium
is located to reveal the prevailing condition of

_said tie-piece without having to open the cover

member.

3. In an antitheft sealing agency including a
transparent cover and a closable container coop-
‘erating therewith, the combination of clamping
means carried by said cover interiorly of the

perimeter thereof, a readily severable tie-piece :

having one end suspended from said clamping
means, and supplementary clamping means &s-
sociated with  the container for retaining the
other end of said tie-piece, both clamping means
and the tie-piece being cooperatively installed
wholly ‘within the confines of the closed con-
tainer and kept inaccessible until after the tie-
piece has been forcibly severed and which un-
severed tie-piece ‘is visible through - the trans-
parent cover. .

4. Tn a protective sealing agency including a
transparent cover and a closable container coop-
erating therewith; the combination of housing
means formed within said cover, separable dowel
pin means for the housing means, cartridge
means provided with a socket and with clamp-
ing means thereon enterable into the housing
means, a readily severable tie-piece extending
unbroken between the clamping means and the
dowel pin means, and a latch piece secured to
the container and which latch piece includes a
resilient tongue adapted to gutomatically engage
the aforesaid socket when the cover closes the
container.

5. In a protective sesling agency including a
cover member and a closable container member
cooperating therewith, the combination of elon-
gated chambered bhousing means fixedly associ-
ated with one such member, a dowel pin dis-
posed transversely of one end region of the hous-
ing means, cartridge means provided with a sock-
et and with clamping means enterable into the
other end region of said housing means, a readily
severable tie-piece extending unbroken between
the clamping means and the dowel pin means, a
latch piece secured to the other member and
which latch piece includes resilient tongue means
disposed to snap into the aforesaid socket when
the cover closes the container, and inspection
means for one such member, said cartridge, latch
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and tie-piece being Ilocated wholly within the
confines of the closed container and a portion of
which tie-piece is kept visible as -seen from the
exterior of the closed container through said in-
spection means.

6. In a protective sealing agency including a
cover member and a closable container member
cooperating therewith, the combination of cham-~
bered housing means associated with one such
member, a cartridge provided with a cross-sec-
tiorially tubular shank portion that is enterable
into the housing chamber and which shank is
equipped with stop means at one end region
thereof and with clamping jaw means at its op~
posite end region, a severable tie-piece of un-
broken length whose one énd engages the clamp-
Ing-jaw means and the other end is detachably
fastened to the housing, and latch means car-
ried by the other member arranged to snap into
said cartridge. ’ .

7. A protective sealing agency comprising  a

tubular housing, a cartridge including a socket.

that is enterable into one end of the housing,
snap fastener means- associated with the other
housing end region, a severable tie piece sus-
pended between the cartridge and said fastener,
and a cooperative latch piece including a re-
silient tongue disposed to automatically engage
the cartridge socket. o

8. In a protective sealing agency including a
closable container member and a chambered cov-
er member therefor, the combination of g readily

severable tie-strip having one end region secured -

to and interiorly of .one such member, latchable
piece means secured to and interiorly of the other
member, and cartridge means attached to the
opposite end region of the tie-strip and serving
to cooperatively engage the latchable piece, said
tie-strip being operatively installed wholly with-
in the confines of the closed container and dis-
posed to prevent access to said tie-strip except
by the severing thereof. .

9. In a protective sealing agency including a
closable container member and a cover member
therefor, the combination of. a readily severable

tie-strip having one end region secured to and-

interiorly of one such member, lateh means at-
tached to the opposite end region of said tie-strip

and arranged to engage the other member, said

2,104,204

tie-strip being operatively installed wholly within
the confines of the closed container to prevent
access to said tie-strip except by the severing
thereof, and a-transparent medium associated
with the closed container serving by exterior in-
spection to detect whether said tie-strip has been
severed by an opening of said container.

10. In a protective sealing agency including a
closable container member and a chambered cov-
er member therefor that are separable along a
parting plane, said agency comprising a readily
severable “tie-strip having one end region se-
cured to and interiorly of one such member and
the opposite strip end region arranged to latch
into engagement with the other member, the sev-
erable length of said tie-strip being installed
within the confines of said one member and ly-
ing wholly to one side face of said plane.

11. A protective sealing agency including a
chambered housing having a mouth, the com-
bination of fastener means demountably associ-
ated with said housing at a point remote from
the mouth region thereof, a readily severable tie-
strip mounted within said housing with one strip

" end region secured to said fastener means, and

cartridge means provided with clamping means
enterable into the housing mouth, said clamping
means serving to grip the opposite strip end re-
gion and suspend a medial tie-strip portion in a
substantially taut condition with respect to the
fastener means, said fastener means being
mounted into place subsequent to the entered

~ clamping means.

12. In a protective sealing agency including a
closable container member and a cover member
therefor that are separable along a parting plane
and which members are overlappingly telescoped
crosswise of said plane, said agency comprising a
readily severable tie-strip having one end region

“secured interiorly to one such member with the

opposite strip end region secured interiorly to
the other member ‘and which tie-strip is sus-
pended wholly within and between the closed
members’ with a sufficient degree of tautness to
preclude separating the installed cover from its
container to an extent greater than the telescopic
overlap thereof without severing said tie-strip.
JUAN J. MARTINEZ.
DANTE S. CUSI.
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