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(57) A dynamic braking system (360) for a bipole
power transmission network (300) comprising a first dy-
namic braking unit (361) and a second dynamic braking
unit (362) connectable, respectively, between a first
transmission pole (331) and a neutral arrangement
(333), and a second transmission pole (332) and a neu-
tral arrangement (333), of a bipole power transmission
network (300). The dynamic braking system (360) com-
prises a controller configured to determine, based on an
operating state of the bipole power transmission network
(300), whether a third current equal to the difference
between first (Idbs1) and second (Idbs2) currents flowing
through the first (361) and second (362) dynamic braking
units, can flow through the neutral arrangement (333).
The controller is configured to operate the dynamic brak-
ing units (361, 362) independently if the third current is
permitted to flow, and in coordination with each-other, to
balance the first (Idbs1) and second (Idbs2) currents
such that the third current is substantially zero, if the third
current is not permitted to flow through the neutral ar-
rangement (333).
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Description

Field

[0001] The subject matter herein relates generally to the field of bipole power transmission networks and more
specifically to dynamic braking systems for bipole power transmission networks.

Introduction

[0002] In high voltage direct current (HVDC) power transmission networks, alternating current (AC) power is typically
converted to direct current (DC) power for transmission via overhead lines, under-sea cables and/or underground cables.
This conversion removes the need to compensate for the AC reactive/capacitive load effects imposed by the power
transmissionmedium, i.e. the transmission line or cable, and reduces the cost per kilometre of the lines and/or cables, and
thus becomes cost-effective when power needs to be transmitted over a long distance. DC power can also be transmitted
directly from offshore wind parks to onshore AC power transmission networks, for instance.
[0003] The conversion between DC power and AC power is utilised where it is necessary to interconnect DC and AC
networks. In any such power transmission network, power conversion means also known as converters (i.e. power
converters in converter stations) are required at each interface between AC and DC power to effect the required
conversion from AC to DC or from DC to AC.
[0004] The choice of the most suitable HVDC power transmission network or scheme depends on the particular
application and scheme features. Examples of power transmission networks include monopole power transmission
networks and bipole power transmission networks.
[0005] More specifically, in a bipole power transmission network, a sending converter station and a receiving converter
station both comprise first and second converters. The DC side of the first converter of the sending converter station is
connected, viaa transmissionmedium, to theDCsideof thefirst converterof the receivingconverter station, todefineafirst
DC electrical transmission pole. The DC side of the second converter of the sending converter station is connected, via a
transmission medium, to the DC side of the second converter of the receiving converter station, to define a second DC
electrical transmission pole. A common neutral arrangement may also be provided, interconnecting the first and second
converter stations, which may itself comprise a dedicated metallic return (DMR) conductor.
[0006] Bipole power transmission networks are often deployed with renewable power generation networks, and more
specifically, offshorewind parks. In large scale off-shorewind parks the generated power is often imported to themainland
via suchanHVDCtransmission link.Theseoff-shoregridscanhoweverbesensitive to transient disturbancesbecause the
power generation is unable to adapt to such events. Measures are therefore required to be incorporated into the HVDC
power transmission network in order to increase the stability of the wind park and the DC transmission voltage.

Summary

[0007] During normal operation of a bipole power transmission network, if the DC currents flowing through the first and
second electrical transmission poles are equal, the DC current on the neutral arrangement (and the DMR conductor) is
zero. However, in bipole power transmission networks transmitting power from renewable-power generation networks
(suchaswind farms), it is not uncommon for the two transmissionpolesofabipolescheme tobe fed from independentwind
power parks. The different wind power parks can produce different power outputs depending on, for instance, the wind
density in the vicinity of the power parks. This results in an unbalanced power flow between the two poles causing an
unbalanced current flowing through the neutral arrangement and the DMR.
[0008] Traditional network integrated HVDC transmission systems and HVDC systems utilizing power from traditional
synchronous generators (for instance conventional thermal or hydro-electric generation) may be capable of ’riding
through’ temporary load rejections on the HVDC link by virtue of the inherent inertia within the AC system. This is not
applicable to all power generation networks such aswind parks, and hence, additional energy dissipation systems, known
as dynamic braking systems (DBS), are utilised to keep the power generation system stable.
[0009] A DBS is a form of energy dissipation system that utilizes a resistive circuit to divert excess energy, giving a
temporary disturbance ride-through capability. ADBSwill typically regulate the power dissipated in a fixed resistance,with
a separate DBS provided and independently controlled for each DC transmission pole of a bipole transmission network.
Hence, during a transient event, the respective DBS’ can be operated independently according to fault ride-through
profilesdefinedbynational grid codes.Any remainingunbalancedcurrent through theDBS’ canbeallowed to flow through
the DMR.
[0010] Problems can arise, however, with independent control of the DBS’ in a bipole power transmission network.
When a DMR conductor is not available (for instance owing to loss of the DMR or a fault), and current on the neutral
arrangement is not desirable, the bipole power transmission network should be switched to either a rigid bipole or a bipole
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with both converter stations grounded. In eithermode, it is desirable to reduce the unbalanced current (i.e. the current that
would flow on the neutral arrangement) to zero. This is to mitigate against the DBS operation tripping the power
transmission scheme; current flowing through ground causing environmental issues; and/or current flowing through
surge arrestors on the neutral arrangement causing excess energy dissipation and raising the neutral potential (also
tripping the scheme). The reduction of the return path current to zero cannot be controlled if the DBS’ are operating
independently.
[0011] Hence, it is desirable to provide a dynamic braking system for a bipole power transmission network thatmitigates
these issues.
[0012] According to a first aspect of the invention there is provided a dynamic braking system for a bipole power
transmission network, the dynamic braking system comprising: a first dynamic braking unit electrically connectable
between a first transmission pole and a neutral arrangement of a bipole power transmission network, wherein the first
dynamic braking unit is controllable in-use to regulate a first electrical current flowing between the first transmission pole
and theneutral arrangement through the first dynamic brakingunit; a seconddynamic brakingunit electrically connectable
between a second transmission pole and the neutral arrangement of the bipole power transmission network, wherein the
second dynamic braking unit is controllable in-use to regulate a second electrical current flowing between the second
transmission pole and the neutral arrangement through the second dynamic braking unit; and a controller arranged in
operative communicationwith the first and second dynamic braking units, the controller being configured to: determine an
operating state of thebipole power transmissionnetwork; determine, basedon theoperating state,whether a third current,
equal to a difference between the first and second currents, is permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement of the
bipole power transmission network; and control the first and second dynamic braking units to: operate independently of
each other, if the third current is determined to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement; operate in
coordination with each other to balance the first current with the second current, such that the third current is substantially
zero, if the third current is determined not to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement.
[0013] The controller determines the operational state of the bipole power transmission network in which the dynamic
braking system is being used. Based on the operational state, the controller determines whether a current (the third
current) is permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement. In circumstances where the operational state allows an
unbalanced current to flow, the dynamic braking units are operated independently and any unbalanced current (the third
current) flows through the neutral arrangement (for instance through a DMR path). However, in circumstances where the
operational state does not allow an unbalanced current to flow, the dynamic braking units are operated in a coordinated
manner to reduce orminimize the difference in current (the difference between the first and second currents) between the
first and second dynamic braking units to close to zero, such that substantially no unbalanced current can flow through the
neutral arrangement. This tends to avoid the scenario that currently exists in the prior art, wherein a loss/fault in a return
path causes unbalanced current in a transient event to flow through the neutral arrangement to ground or through a surge
arrestor, causing environmental harm or tripping the HVDC transmission scheme entirely.
[0014] In some embodiments, the controller is configured to control the first and second dynamic braking units in
response to an activation trigger received from a monitoring unit of the bipole power transmission network.
[0015] Controlling the dynamic braking units in response to an activation trigger tends to ensure the dynamic braking
systemoperatesonlywhen required. For instance, themonitoringunitmaymonitor thebipole power transmissionnetwork
for temporal events in the connected AC network (for instance a power generation network). Temporal events that may
trigger a dynamic braking system include temporary faults in the connected AC network; receipt of emergency power
control commands; and/or when an overvoltage at a transmission pole is detected. In the event of such a temporary event
being detected, the dynamic braking system may be activated using the activation signal.
[0016] In some embodiments, the operating state of the bipole power transmission network comprises: a failure of an
electrical component on the neutral arrangement; an open or closed state of a switchgear on the neutral arrangement; a
measured electric quantity of the bipole power transmission network; and/or a user input fromauser interface of the bipole
power transmission network.
[0017] There are particular scenarios where it is desirable to not allow an unbalanced current (the third current) to flow
through a neutral arrangement of a bipole power transmission network. A failure of, for instance, the metallic return path
could result in any unbalanced current flowing to ground or through other components, such as surge arrestors, causing
environmental issues or raising of the neutral potential of the neutral arrangement, tripping the bipole power transmission
scheme. Additionally and related, is that a DMR path itself may not have failed, but a switchgear, such as the neutral
switchgear (referred to in the art as MRTB) may be in an open-state such that unbalanced current cannot flow through a
return path (and hence would flow elsewhere through the neutral arrangement). Furthermore, it may be that certain
measuredelectric quantitiesoneither transmissionpoleor theneutral arrangement, indicateanunbalancedcurrent flow is
not permitted. For instance, a significant current imbalance between the first and second electrical poles owing to a
temporal event could result in an unbalanced current (the third current) greater than a current limit tolerable on the neutral
arrangement. Related is that current measurements on the neutral arrangement or the first and second transmission
poles, for instance, can be used in a feedback mechanism to inform the controller as to whether dynamic braking is
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effective or needs to be dynamically adapted. It can also be the case that a user or operatormay intervene in the operation
of a bipole power transmission network if the potential for a current imbalance is envisaged. Hence it is important, in some
embodiments, for the controller to also be able to receive a user input or intervention to effect dynamic braking
appropriately.
[0018] In some embodiments, the first and second dynamic braking units provide respective first and second voltages
controllable by the controller, for regulating the first and second currents.
[0019] The first and second dynamic braking units generate back-emf voltages. These voltages and the equivalent
resistances of the first and second dynamic braking units, are mathematically related to the first and second currents. By
rendering the first andsecondvoltagescontrollableby thecontroller, it tends tobepossible for the first andsecondcurrents
to be regulated such that the third current on the neutral arrangement can be reduced to zero.
[0020] In some embodiments, the first and second dynamic braking units comprise respective first and second
pluralities of switching devices and first and second pluralities of associated capacitors, wherein the first and second
pluralities of switching devices are controllable in response to respective first and second control signals to switch the first
and second pluralities of capacitors in order to provide the first and second voltages.
[0021] By providing dynamic braking units comprising a plurality of capacitors and associated switching devices, the
dynamic braking units can be managed as a controllable voltage source by switching in and bypassing the appropriate
number of capacitors to achieve a desired voltage across the dynamic braking units.
[0022] In some embodiments, the controller is configured to control the first and second dynamic braking units by
providing the first and second control signals. In some embodiments, the first and second control signals comprise
respective first and second reference voltages.
[0023] A common controller providing both the first and second control signals, allows the first and second dynamic
braking units to be centrally controlled in a coordinatedmanner. Alternatively, separate controllersmay be used, provided
that a link is provided between the controllers such that the first and second control signals are also issued in a coordinated
manner.
[0024] In some embodiments, the controller is further configured to: determine a first measurement, using a first
measurement instrument, wherein the first measurement comprises the first current, second current and/or the third
current; and then adapt the control of the first and second dynamic braking units, based on the first measurement.
[0025] The first measurement instrument may be a current or voltage measurement device, for instance. The first
measurement may be a direct current measurement, or a measurement from which a current can be calculated or
determined. By determining the first measurement, a feedback loop is created by the controller. Put differently, the
controller can be made aware of whether control of the dynamic braking units is having the desired effect. Based on the
measurement, the control of the dynamic braking units can be adjusted. A direct effect of controlling the first and second
dynamic braking units can be determined by measuring the first and second current directly. However, a closed loop
feedbackmechanism is achieved insteadbymeasuring the third current on theneutral arrangement (whichmay represent
a current in a ground path or surge arrestor path, for instance).
[0026] According to a second aspect of the invention, there is provided a bipole power transmission network,
comprising: a first power conversion means having a first alternating current (AC) side and a first direct current (DC)
side, the first ACside for connecting to a first ACnetwork; a secondpower conversionmeanshavinga secondACsideand
asecondDCside, the secondACside for connecting to a secondACnetwork; first and secondpower transmissionmeans
and a neutral arrangement, the first and second power transmissionmeans interconnecting the first and secondDCsides
of thefirst andsecondpowerconversionmeans, therebyallowing the transferof powerbetween thefirst andsecondpower
conversion means; wherein the first power conversion means, second power conversion means, and the first power
transmission means, together define a first transmission pole, and wherein the first power conversion means, second
power conversion means, and the second power transmission means, together define a second transmission pole;
wherein the bipole power transmission network further comprises the dynamic braking system of the first aspect of the
invention, wherein the first dynamic braking unit is electrically connected between the first transmission pole and the
neutral arrangement, and wherein the second dynamic braking unit is electrically connected between the second
transmission pole and the neutral arrangement.
[0027] As hereinbefore discussed, providing the dynamic braking system of the first aspect of the invention within a
bipole power transmission network tends to avoid the scenario that currently exists in the prior art, wherein a loss/fault in a
return path causes unbalanced current in a transient event to flow through the neutral arrangement to ground or through a
surge arrestor, causing environmental harm or tripping the HVDC transmission scheme entirely.
[0028] In some embodiments, the first AC network is a renewable power generation network. In even more preferred
embodiments, the renewable power generation network is a renewable power generation network selected from the list of
renewablepowergenerationnetworksconsistingof: awind-powergenerationnetwork; asolar-powergenerationnetwork;
and a bio-power generation network.
[0029] In even more embodiments the neutral arrangement comprises a dedicated metallic return (DMR) conductor.
[0030] A bipole power transmission network is advantageous because it offers redundancy. Provision of a DMR
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conductor enables the bipole power transmission network to accept unbalanced current (steady state or transient) as
hereinbefore discussed. Hence in bipole power transmission networks comprising dedicated metallic return conductors,
the network may be configured to ride-through transient imbalances of currents on the first and second pole transmission
lines by allowing unbalanced current to flow through the return path. These networks are however at risk of unbalanced
current flowing through other components of their neutral arrangements when the metallic return path fails. Hence
providing an ability to reduce the unbalanced current (third current) to zero, tends to provide assurance that the
transmission network scheme won’t be tripped or be at risk of causing currents to flow through earth to the environment,
when the metallic return path fails or is unavailable.
[0031] According to a third aspect of the invention, there is provided a computer implemented method of operating a
dynamic braking system in a bipole power transmission network, the dynamic braking system comprising a first dynamic
braking unit electrically connectable between a first transmission pole and a neutral arrangement of a bipole power
transmission network, and a second dynamic braking unit electrically connectable between a second transmission pole
and theneutral arrangement of thebipole power transmissionnetwork,wherein the first andseconddynamic braking units
are controllable in-use to regulate respective first and second electrical currents flowing through the first and second
dynamic braking units between the first and second transmission poles and the neutral arrangement, the method
comprising: determininganoperating stateof thebipole power transmissionnetwork; determining, basedon theoperating
state,whether a third current, equal to the differencebetween the first and second currents, is permitted to flow through the
neutral arrangement; and then controlling the first and second dynamic braking units to: operate independently of each
other, if the third current is determined tobepermitted to flow through theneutral arrangement; operate in coordinationwith
each other to balance the first current with the second current, such that the third current is substantially zero, if the third
current is determined not to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement.
[0032] According to a fourth aspect of the invention, there is provided a computer program comprising computer-
readable instructionswhichwhenexecutedbyacontroller of adynamicbrakingsystem, cause thecontroller toperform the
method of the third aspect of the invention.
[0033] According to a fifth aspect of the invention, there is provided a non-transitory computer-readable medium
comprising the computer program of the fourth aspect of the invention.
[0034] According to a sixth aspect of the invention, there is provided a controller for a dynamic braking system,
comprising: amemory; and at least one processor; wherein thememory comprises computer-readable instructionswhich
whenexecutedby theat least oneprocessor cause the controller to perform themethodof the third aspect of the invention.
[0035] It will be appreciated that particular features of different aspects of the invention share the technical effects and
benefits of corresponding features of other aspects of the invention. More specifically, the bipole power transmission
network comprising the dynamic braking system of the invention, shares the technical effects and benefits of the dynamic
braking system hereinbefore discussed. Furthermore, the computer implemented method of the invention and the
controller performing the computer implemented method of the invention share the same technical effects and benefits
as the dynamic braking system of the invention.
[0036] It will also be appreciated that the use of the terms "first" and "second", and the like, are merely intended to help
distinguish between similar features (for instance the first and second dynamic braking units) and are not intended to
indicate a relative importance of one feature over another, unless otherwise specified.
[0037] Within the scopeof this application it is expressly intended that thevarious aspects, embodiments, examplesand
alternatives set out in the preceding paragraphs, and the claims and/or the following description and drawings, and in
particular the individual features thereof,may be taken independently or in any combination. That is, all embodiments and
all features of any embodiment can be combined in any way and/or combination, unless such features are incompatible.
The applicant reserves the right to change any originally filed claim or file any new claim accordingly, including the right to
amend any originally filed claim to depend from and/or incorporate any feature of any other claim although not originally
claimed in that manner.

Brief description of the drawings

[0038] Embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of example only and with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates generically, an example of a power transmission system;
Figure 2A illustrates a schematic view of a bipole power transmission network with a DMR available;
Figure 2B illustrates a schematic view of a bipole power transmission network without a DMR available;
Figure 3 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of a dynamic braking system in part of a bipole power
transmission network;
Figure 4 illustrates an embodiment of a controller as may be used in the dynamic braking system of Figure 3; and
Figure 5 illustrates an embodiment of amethod of operating a dynamic braking system in a bipole power transmission
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network.

Detailed description

[0039] Figure1 illustrates generically, anexampleof a power transmission system100. The illustration is not intended to
be limited to representing a particular power transmission scheme, such as a monopole or bipole HVDC transmission
network,but ismoreoverprovidedasagenericexample illustratingprinciplesofoperationofapower transmissionnetwork
that is useful for understanding the invention. In this manner, the power transmission system 100 may represent,
generically, a monopole or bipole scheme, or may represent a multi terminal power transmission scheme, for instance.
Hence,whilst specific features in the illustration are shown connected to each otherwith a specific number of connections,
it will be understood that this is not intended to be limiting either, but moreover to illustrate a generic connection between
features/components. Related, is that relative dimensions or distances between components perceived in the illustration
are also not intended to be limiting. It will therefore be understood that principles and features in the system100andherein
discussed can be applied to the transmission network 200of Figures 2A, 2Band to the transmission network 300of Figure
3.
[0040] The power transmission system 100 illustrates a first power conversion means 110 (also known as a converter
station) and a second power conversion means 120. The power conversion means 110, 120, convert AC power to DC
power (and vice versa), acting essentially as a rectifier (when converting AC power to DC power for transmission) and an
inverter (when receiving DC power and converting to AC power). The power conversion means 110, 120, may each
comprise a single converter in the case of amonopole system, or two converters in the case of a bipole system. The power
conversion means 110, 120, may represent a plurality of converter stations arranged as a multi-terminal power
transmission system. Generically, the first power conversion means 110 comprises a first AC side 110a and a first DC
side 110b.Generically, the secondpower conversionmeans 120 comprises a secondACside 120a anda secondDCside
120b.
[0041] The first power conversion means 110 is connected to a first AC network 140. The first AC network 140 is
connected to the first AC side 110a of the first power conversion means 110. The first AC network 140 may be a power-
generation network, which may be a renewable-power generation network such as a wind-power generation network,
solar-power generation network, bio-power generation network, for instance.
[0042] The second power conversion means 120 is connected to a second AC network 150. The second AC network
150 is connected to the second AC side 120a of the second power conversion means 120. The second AC network 150
may be a consumer network for instance. It will be appreciated that in the alternative, the first AC network 140 may be a
consumer network and the second AC network 150 may be a power-generation network.
[0043] Also illustrated is a power transmission medium 130 interconnecting the first power conversion means 110 and
the second power conversion means 120. The power transmission medium 130 is connected between the first DC side
110b of first power conversionmeans 110 and the secondDC side 120b of the second power conversionmeans 120. The
power transmissionmedium130may comprise electrical cables and other electrical components interconnecting the first
and second power conversion means 110, 120. For instance, the power transmission medium 130 may comprise a
conductorprovidingafirst electrical poleand/ora conductor providingasecondelectrical pole.Aneutral arrangementmay
alsobeprovided interconnecting the first and secondpower conversionmeans110, 120. Thepower transmissionmedium
130 provides the medium through which DC power is transmitted between the first and second power conversion means
110, 120.
[0044] The operation of the power transmission system100 can be generically described as follows. The first AC power
generation network 140generatesACpower that is provided to first power conversionmeans110at the first ACside110a.
The first power conversion means 110 converts the received AC power to a DC power for transmission to second power
conversion means 120. The DC power is transmitted from first DC side 110b over the power transmission medium 130 to
the secondDCside 120bof secondpower conversionmeans120. The secondpower conversionmeans 120 converts the
received DC power back to AC power. The AC power is then provided from the second AC side 120a to the second AC
network 150 for consumption. In particular examples, the power conversion means 110 and 120 may be geographically
remote fromeachother. For instance, thefirst power conversionmeans110may residewithanoff-shorewind farmand the
second power conversion means 120 may reside on-shore.
[0045] Itwill beappreciated that variousotherelectrical componentsmaybe locatedatanyparticular locationorwithany
particular feature/component in the example 100. These may include switches, transformers, resistors, reactors, surge
arrestors, harmonic filters and other components well known in the art.
[0046] It will be appreciated that converters or power conversion means may comprise a number of different
technologies such as current source converters (for instance utilizing Thyristor valves) or voltage source converters
(for instance using insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT) valves). Such converters may generally be considered to use
’power electronics".
[0047] It will be appreciated that cables used as power transmission mediums may comprise the following non-limiting
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examples of crosslinked polyethylene (XLPE) and/or mass impregnated (MI) insulation cables. Such cables may
comprise a conductor (such as copper or Aluminium) surrounding by a layer an insulation. Dimensions of cables and
their associated layers may be varied according to the specific application (and in particular, operational voltage
requirements). Cables may further comprise strengthening or ’armouring’ in applications such as subsea installation.
[0048] Figure2A illustratesaschematic viewof abipolepower transmissionnetwork200 that is useful for understanding
the invention.
[0049] The bipole power transmission network 200 comprises a first power conversion means 210. The first power
conversion means 210 comprises two converters 211, 212. The first power conversion means 210 has a first AC side
representedby thefirstACside terminals211a,212aof the twoconverters211,212.Thefirst powerconversionmeans210
has a first DC side represented by the first DC side terminals 211b, 212b, 211c, 212c of the two converters 211, 212. The
first AC sides 211a, 212a are connected to a first AC network 240 via transformers 241. As illustrated, the first AC network
240 constitutes a wind-power generation network. A point of common connection 242 is illustrated for completeness.
[0050] The bipole power transmission network 200 comprises a second power conversion means 220. The second
power conversionmeans220comprises twoconverters221, 222.Thesecondpowerconversionmeans220hasasecond
AC side represented by the second AC side terminals 221a, 222a of the two converters 221, 222. The second power
conversionmeans 220 has a secondDC side represented by the secondDC side terminals 221b, 222b, 221c, 222c of the
two converters 221, 222. The second AC sides 221a, 222a are connected to a second AC network 250 via transformers
251. The second AC network 250 constitutes a consumer network. For completeness, a point of common connection 252
is also illustrated for the second AC network 250.
[0051] Thefirst conversionmeans210and the secondconversionmeans220are connected toeachother via afirst 231
and second 232 power transmission means and a neutral arrangement 233.
[0052] More specifically, the first power transmission means 231 interconnects a terminal 211b on the first DC side of
converter 211 in first power conversionmeans 210,with a terminal 221b on the secondDCside of converter 221 in second
powerconversionmeans220. Inaddition, thesecondpower transmissionmeans232 interconnectsa terminal 212bon the
firstDCsideof converter 212 in first power conversionmeans210,with a terminal 222bon the secondDCsideof converter
222 in second power conversion means 220. The common neutral arrangement 233 is connected between further
terminals 211c, 212c, 221c, 222c on the DC sides of the converters 211, 212, 221 and 222.
[0053] In the configuration illustrated, the converter 211 of first power conversion means 210, the converter 221 of
second power conversion means 220, and the first power transmission means 231, together define a first transmission
pole.
[0054] In the configuration illustrated, the converter 212 of first power conversion means 210, the converter 222 of
second power conversion means 220, and the second power transmission means 232, together define a second
transmission pole.
[0055] The bipole power transmission network 200 further comprises a dynamic braking system 260. The dynamic
braking system 260 comprises a first dynamic braking unit 261 electrically connected between the first transmission
medium 231 (defining the first transmission pole) and the neutral arrangement 233. The first dynamic braking unit 261
controls the dissipation of energy through a first resistor 263. The dynamic braking system 260 also comprises a second
dynamic braking unit 262 electrically connected between the second transmission medium 232 (defining the second
transmission pole) and the neutral arrangement 233. The second dynamic braking unit 262 controls the dissipation of
energy through a second resistor 264. It should be noted that the resistors 263 and 264 are illustrated as separate to the
dynamic braking units 261 and 262 for the purposes of understanding the operation of the dynamic braking system 260.
The resistors 263 and 264may represent the equivalent resistance of the dynamic braking units 261 and 262 themselves
(for instance the valves), additional resistors, or a combination thereof.
[0056] The bipole power transmission network 200 also comprises a DMR conductor 233a and associated switches
233b on the neutral arrangement. In the example 200 shown, the switches 233b render the DMR 233a available. Similar
returnsandswitchesare illustratedon thefirst andsecond transmissionmediums231,232butwill not bediscussed further
herein. Other electrical symbols illustrated in the figure such as arrestors and earth connectionswill bewell understood by
the person skilled in the art.
[0057] The traditional operation of the bipolar power transmission network 200 will now be briefly discussed with
reference to the transmission of power from a windfarm.
[0058] In normal use of the bipolar power transmission network 200, the two transmission poles are fed through
independent wind power parks. This can lead to different power outputs being produced, depending on thewind density in
the respectivewind power parks. This results in an unbalanced power flowon the two transmission poles. Put differently, a
first current experienced on first transmission medium 231 will be different to a second current experienced on second
transmission medium 232.
[0059] Thefirst andseconddynamicbrakingsystemunits261and262are triggeredand thenoperated independently to
dissipate some energy into resistors 263 and 264.
[0060] It should be noted that the independent operation of the first and second dynamic braking system units 261 and
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262 is defined by fault ride-through profiles defined in standard Grid codes. A third current, representing the difference
between the current flowing through the dynamic braking system units 261 and 262, may resultantly flow onto the neutral
arrangement233and through theDMRconductor 233a. In theexample200 illustrated, thesystem200canessentially ride
through the temporary power imbalance (and steady state imbalances), by allowing any unbalanced current to flow.
[0061] The approach to dynamic braking discussed with reference to the example 200 in Figure 2A tends not to be
sufficient in scenarios where there is a loss or a fault associated with the DMR conductor 233a. In such a scenario, the
transmission schememay be switched to either a rigid bipole or a bipole with both power conversion means 210 and 220
grounded. In such a scenario, it is desirable to reduce the current that would have flowed on the return path (i.e. on the
neutral arrangement 233) to close to zero. Thus, the currents on the first transmission pole (represented by first
transmission medium 231) and the second transmission pole (represented by second transmission medium 232) are
to bebalanced, for both steady stateoperation, and temporary operation.Suchascenariowill bediscussedwith respect to
Figure 2B.
[0062] Figure 2B illustrates a schematic view of the bipole power transmission network 200 of Figure 2A. However, the
DMR conductor 233a in the example shown has developed a fault and the associated switches 233b on the neutral
arrangement 233 have been opened. Any unbalanced current cannot flow through the DMR conductor 233a.
[0063] The scenario presented in Figure 2B can lead to unbalanced current flowing through the neutral arrangement to
an earth connection, tripping the entire transmission scheme. Furthermore, current flowing to earth can have undesirable
environmental consequences. Compounding the problem is that unbalanced current may also flow through surge
arrestors on the neutral arrangement 233, raising the neutral potential and again tripping the entire transmission scheme.
Whilst the tolerance of a given transmission scheme to varying levels of unbalanced current and neutral potential may
depend on the protection settings of the transmission scheme, it will be understood that the above-mentioned con-
sequences are nonetheless, undesirable.
[0064] The inventors have realized that a solution to this problem is to allow for operation of the dynamic braking units
261 and 262 in a coordinatedmannerwhen anunbalanced current is not permitted. Such a solutionwill nowbediscussed,
with reference to the circuitry illustrated in Figure 3.
[0065] Figure 3 illustrates a schematic viewof an embodiment of a dynamic braking system360 in part of a bipole power
transmission network 300. The bipole power transmission network 300 may be the network 200 of Figure 2A or 2B.
[0066] The dynamic braking system 360 comprises a first dynamic braking unit 361 (also referred to in the figure as
DBS1) electrically connected between a first transmission pole (represented by first transmission medium 331) and a
neutral arrangement 333 of the bipole power transmission network 300. The first dynamic braking unit 361 is controllable
in-use to regulate a first electrical current ’Idbs1’ flowing between the first transmission pole (represented by first
transmission medium 331) and the neutral arrangement 333, through the first dynamic braking unit 361 and first resistor
363 (having resistance ’Rdbs1’). The first resistor 363 is illustrated as a separate component for the purposes of
understanding the invention - it may represent the equivalent resistance of the dynamic braking unit 361 (for instance
the valves therein) or may represent a separate resistive load as part of the dynamic braking unit 361 of a combination
thereof.
[0067] The dynamic braking system 360 is also illustrated as comprising a second dynamic braking unit 362 electrically
connected between a second transmission pole (represented by second transmission medium 332) and the neutral
arrangement 333 of the bipole power transmission network 360. The second dynamic braking unit 362 is controllable in-
use to regulate a second electrical current ’Idbs2’ flowing between the second transmission pole (represented by second
transmission medium 332) and the neutral arrangement 333 through the second dynamic braking unit 362 and second
resistor 364 (having resistance ‘Rdbs2’). The second resistor 364 is illustrated as a separate component for the purposes
of understanding the invention - itmay represent theequivalent resistanceof thedynamicbrakingunit 362 (for instance the
valves therein) ormay represent a separate resistive load as part of the dynamic braking unit 362 of a combination thereof.
[0068] A controller (not illustrated) is arranged in operative communication with the first and second dynamic braking
units 361 and 362. The controller may comprise a memory and at least one processor. The memory may comprise
computer-readable instructions which when executed by the at least one processor, cause the controller to: determine an
operating state of the bipole power transmission network 300; determine, based on the operating state, whether a third
current, equal to a difference between the first current Idbs1 and second current Idbs2, is permitted to flow through the
neutral arrangement 333; and control the first and second dynamic braking units 361 and 362 accordingly.
[0069] The controller operates the dynamic braking units 361 and 362 independently of each other, if the third current is
determined to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement 333, based on the operating state of the bipole power
transmission network 300. For instance, this may be the case in Figure 2A where the DMR 233a is available and the
associated switchgear 233b is closed.
[0070] However, in the case of Figure 2B wherein the DMR 233a is not available, and/or for instance the associated
switchgear233b (or inFigure3,333b) is in theopenposition, thecontroller operates thedynamicbrakingunits361and362
in coordinationwith eachother to balance the first current Idbs1with the second current Idbs2, such that the third current is
substantially zero.
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[0071] Thebalancingof thefirst current Idbs1with thesecondcurrent Idbs2shall nowbeexplainedmathematically. Itwill
be understood that to balance the currents, Idbs1 must equal Idbs2 as shown in Equation 1.

[0072] Furthermore, Idbs1 and Idbs2 can be expressed in accordance with Equations 2 and 3 respectively, wherein
Vdbs1 and Vdbs2 are the back-emf produced by the first dynamic braking unit 361 and the second dynamic braking unit
362, respectively, wherein Rdbs1 and Rdbs2 are the equivalent resistances of the dynamic braking units/circuits 361 and
362, and wherein Vdc1 and Vdc2 are the DC voltages on the first transmission means 331 and the second transmission
means 332.

[0073] The desired common current Idbs through the first and second dynamic braking units 361 and 362 can be
calculated based on the energy/power ’P’ to be dissipated. This is shown in Equation 4.

[0074] Moreover, combining Equations 1‑3, the relationship in Equation 5 is apparent.

[0075] Therefore, combining these equations it is possible derive Vdbs1 and Vdbs2 as set out in Equations 6 and 7.

[0076] It therefore becomespossible to treat the first andseconddynamicbrakingunits 361and362as voltagesources.
By controlling the voltagesVdbs1andVdbs2asperEquations 6and7, a third current equivalent to the difference between
the first current Idbs1andsecondcurrent Idbs2will tend toalwaysbezero, duringoperationof thedynamicbraking system
360. Hence the current flowing through the neutral arrangement 333 through the station ground 334 (also illustrated as
NBES) if the associated switch is closed, will tend to be zero. Furthermore, the current flowing through the neutral
arrangement 333and through theneutral surgearrestors335 if as illustrated, theswitchassociatedwith the stationground
334 is open, will also tend to be zero.
[0077] Byway of a non-limiting example, useful for understanding the operation of a dynamic braking unit, the dynamic
braking unit may be considered to comprise a plurality of sub-modules that can be managed as a controllable voltage
source.Eachsubmodulemayhaveanassociatedoneormorecapacitorsandaswitch.Controlling theswitching inandout
of the sub-module capacitors from the dynamic braking circuits, allows an overall voltage of a dynamic braking unit to be
controlled. In this way, the instantaneous current (for instance Idbs1 or Idbs2) in the equivalent braking resistance (for
instanceRdbs1orRdbs2) is determinedby thedifferencebetween theDCbus voltage (for instanceVdc1orVdc2) and the
cumulative voltage produced by the sub-modules (for instance Vdbs1 or Vdbs2).
[0078] Figure 4 illustrates an embodiment of a controller 400 as may be used in implementing the invention described
herein (for instance for use in the dynamic braking system 360 of Figure 3).
[0079] The controller 400 comprises a memory 410 and at least one processor 420. The memory 410 comprises
computer-readable instructions, which when executed by the at least one processor 420, cause the controller 400 to
perform the inventive method(s) described herein.
[0080] Thecontroller 400comprisesa transceiverarrangement430whichmaycompriseaseparate transmitter431and
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receiver 432. The transceiver arrangement 430 may be used to operatively communicate with other components or
features of embodiments described herein either directly or via a further interface such as a network interface. The
transceiver arrangement 430 may for instance send and receive control signals using transmitter 431 and receiver 432.
The control signals may contain or define electrical control parameters such as reference currents or reference voltages.
[0081] Theat least one processor 420 is capable of executing computer-readable instructions and/or performing logical
operations. The at least one processor 420may be amicrocontroller, microprocessor, central processing unit (CPU), field
programmable gate array (FPGA) or similar programmable controller. The controller may further comprise a user input
device and/or output device. The processor 420 is communicatively coupled to the memory 410 and in certain embodi-
ments, the transceiver 430.
[0082] The memory 410 may be a computer readable storage medium. For instance, the memory 410 may include a
non-volatile computer storage medium. For example, the memory 410 may include a hard disk drive, flash memory etc.
[0083] The controller 400 may additionally include a user input device interface and/or a user output device interface,
which may allow for visual, audible or haptic inputs/outputs. Examples include interfaces to electronic displays,
touchscreens, keyboards, mice, speakers and microphones.
[0084] Figure 5 illustrates an embodiment of a computer-implemented method 500 of operating a dynamic braking
system in a bipole power transmission network.
[0085] The dynamic braking system comprises a first dynamic braking unit electrically connectable between a first
transmission pole and a neutral arrangement of a bipole power transmission network, and a second dynamic braking unit
electrically connectable between a second transmission pole and the neutral arrangement of the bipole power transmis-
sion network, wherein the first and second dynamic braking units are controllable in-use to regulate respective first and
second electrical currents flowing through the first and second dynamic braking units between the first and second
transmission poles and the neutral arrangement.
[0086] A first step 510 of the method 500 comprises determining an operating state of the bipole power transmission
network.
[0087] A further step 520 of the method 500 comprises determining, based on the operating state, whether a third
current, equal to thedifferencebetween thefirst andsecondcurrents, is permitted to flow through theneutral arrangement.
[0088] A further step 530 comprises controlling the first and second dynamic braking units.
[0089] The further step 530 of controlling the first and second dynamic braking units comprises operating 540 the
dynamic braking units independently of each other, if the third current is determined to be permitted to flow through the
neutral arrangement.
[0090] The further step 530 of controlling the first and second dynamic braking units comprises operating the dynamic
braking units in coordination with each other to balance the first current with the second current, such that the third current
is substantially zero, if the third current is determined not to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement.
[0091] The computer-implemented method 500 in effect, determines whether to operate a first and second dynamic
braking unit on respective transmission poles of a bipole power transmission network, in coordination with each other (i.e.
not independently) based on an operating state of the bipole power transmission network.
[0092] The aspects and embodiments of the invention described tend to have the advantage of avoiding the scenario
that currently exists in the prior art, wherein a loss/fault in a return path of a bipole power transmission network causes
unbalanced current in a transient event to flow through the neutral arrangement to ground or through a surge arrestor,
causing environmental harm or tripping the transmission scheme entirely. This tends to be particularly relevant for high
voltage DC transmission schemes and in particular schemes where transmission of power from renewable power
generation sources is required (such as off-shore windfarms).
[0093] Aswill beappreciated byone skilled in theart, aspects of the inventionmaybeembodiedasa system, apparatus,
method, or program product.
[0094] Reference throughout this specification to an example of a particular method or apparatus, or similar language,
means that a particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in connectionwith that example is included in at least
one implementation of the method and apparatus described herein. The terms "including", "comprising", "having", and
variations thereof,mean "includingbut not limited to", unlessexpressly specifiedotherwise.Anenumerated listingof items
does not imply that any or all of the itemsaremutually exclusive, unless expressly specifiedotherwise. The terms "a", "an",
and "the" also refer to "one or more", unless expressly specified otherwise.
[0095] As used herein, a list with a conjunction of "and/or" includes any single item in the list or a combination of items in
the list. For example, a list of A, Band/orC includes onlyA, onlyB, onlyC, a combination of A andB, a combination of Band
C, a combination of A and C or a combination of A, B and C. As used herein, a list using the terminology "one or more of"
includes any single item in the list or a combination of items in the list. For example, one ormore of A, B andC includes only
A, onlyB, onlyC, a combination ofAandB, acombination ofBandC, acombination ofAandCora combinationofA,Band
C.Asusedherein, a list using the terminology "oneof’ includesone,andonly one, of anysingle item in the list. Forexample,
"one of A, B andC" includes only A, only B or only C and excludes combinations of A, B andC. As used herein, "amember
selected from the group consisting of A, B, andC" includes oneandonly one of A, B, orC, and excludes combinations of A,
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B,andC."Asusedherein, "amember selected from thegroupconsisting ofA,B, andCandcombinations thereof’ includes
onlyA,onlyB,onlyC,acombinationofAandB, acombinationofBandC,acombinationofAandCoracombinationofA,B
and C.
[0096] Furthermore, the described features, structures, or characteristics described herein may be combined in any
suitable manner. In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are provided, to provide a thorough
understanding of the disclosure. One skilled in the relevant art will recognize, however, that the disclosed methods and
apparatusmaybepracticedwithout one ormore of the specific details, orwith othermethods, components,materials, and
so forth. In other instances, well-known structures, materials, or operations are not shown or described in detail to avoid
obscuring aspects of the disclosure.
[0097] Aspects of the disclosed method and apparatus are described with reference to schematic flowchart diagrams
and/or schematic block diagrams of methods, apparatuses, systems, and program products. It will be understood that
each block of the schematic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
schematic flowchart diagramsand/or schematic blockdiagrams, canbe implementedby code.This codemaybeprovided
to a processor of a general-purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for implementing the functions/acts specified in the schematic
flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams.
[0098] The schematic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams in the Figures illustrate the architecture,
functionality, and operation of possible implementations of apparatuses, systems,methods, and programproducts. In this
regard, each block in the schematic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams may represent a module,
segment, or portionof code,which includesoneormoreexecutable instructionsof the code for implementing the specified
logical function(s).
[0099] It shouldalsobenoted that, in somealternative implementations, the functionsnoted in theblockmayoccurout of
the order noted in the Figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved.
Otherstepsandmethodsmaybeconceived thatareequivalent in function, logic, oreffect tooneormoreblocks, orportions
thereof, of the illustrated Figures.
[0100] Thedescriptionof elements in eachfiguremay refer toelementsof proceedingFigures. Likenumbers refer to like
elements in all Figures.
[0101] It will be appreciated that numerical values recited herein aremerely intended to help illustrate theworking of the
invention and may vary depending on the requirements of a given power transmission network, component thereof, or
power transmission application.
[0102] The listing or discussion of apparently prior-published documents or apparently prior-published information in
this specification should not necessarily be taken as an acknowledgement that the document or information is part of the
state of the art or is common general knowledge.
[0103] Preferences and options for a given aspect, feature or parameter of the invention should, unless the context
indicates otherwise, be regarded as having been disclosed in combination with any and all preferences and options for all
other aspects, features and parameters of the invention.

Claims

1. A dynamic braking system for a bipole power transmission network, the dynamic braking system comprising:

a first dynamic braking unit electrically connectable between a first transmission pole and a neutral arrangement
of thebipolepower transmissionnetwork,wherein thefirst dynamicbrakingunit is controllable in-use to regulatea
first electrical current flowing between the first transmission pole and the neutral arrangement through the first
dynamic braking unit;
a second dynamic braking unit electrically connectable between a second transmission pole and the neutral
arrangement of the bipole power transmission network, wherein the second dynamic braking unit is controllable
in-use to regulate a second electrical current flowing between the second transmission pole and the neutral
arrangement through the second dynamic braking unit; and
a controller arranged in operative communication with the first and second dynamic braking units, the controller
being configured to:

determine an operating state of the bipole power transmission network;
determine, based on the operating state, whether a third electrical current is permitted to flow through the
neutral arrangement, the third electrical current being equal to a differencebetween the first electrical current
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and the second electrical current; and
control the first and second dynamic braking units to:

if the third electrical current is determined to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement,
operate independently of each other; and
if the third electrical current is determined not to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement,
operate in coordination with each other to balance the first current with the second current, such that the
third current is substantially zero.

2. The dynamic braking system according to claim 1, wherein:
the controller is configured to control the first and second dynamic braking units in response to an activation trigger
received from a monitoring unit of the bipole power transmission network.

3. The dynamic braking system according to any preceding claim, wherein:
the operating state of the bipole power transmission network comprises:

a failure of an electrical component on the neutral arrangement;
an open or closed state of a switchgear on the neutral arrangement;
a measured electric quantity of the bipole power transmission network; and/or
a user input from a user interface of the bipole power transmission network.

4. The dynamic braking system according to any preceding claim, wherein:
the first and second dynamic braking units are configured to provide respective first and second voltages controllable
by the controller, for regulating the first and second currents.

5. The dynamic braking system according to claim 4, wherein:
the first and second dynamic braking units comprise respective first and second pluralities of switching devices and
first and second pluralities of associated capacitors, wherein the first and second pluralities of switching devices are
controllable in response to respective first and second control signals to switch the first and second pluralities of
capacitors in order to provide the first and second voltages.

6. The dynamic braking system according to claim 5, wherein:
the controller is configured to control the first and second dynamic braking units by providing the first and second
control signals,wherein the first and second control signals preferably comprise respective first and second reference
voltages.

7. The dynamic braking system according to any preceding claim, wherein the controller is further configured to:

determine a first measurement, using a first measurement instrument, wherein the first measurement comprises
the first electrical current, the second electrical current and/or the third electrical current; and then
adapt the control of the first and second dynamic braking units, based on the first measurement.

8. A bipole power transmission network, comprising:

a first power conversion means having a first alternating current, AC, side and a first direct current, DC, side, the
first AC side for connecting to a first AC network;
a second power conversion means having a second AC side and a second DC side, the second AC side for
connecting to a second AC network;
a first power transmission means;
a second power transmission means; and
a neutral arrangement; wherein
the first and second power transmissionmeans interconnect the first and secondDCsides of the first and second
power conversionmeans, thereby allowing the transfer of power between the first and second power conversion
means;
the first power conversionmeans, the second power conversionmeans, and the first power transmissionmeans,
together define a first transmission pole;
the first power conversion means, the second power conversion means, and the second power transmission
means, together define a second transmission pole; and
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the bipole power transmission network further comprises the dynamic braking system of any preceding claim,
wherein the first dynamic braking unit is electrically connected between the first transmission pole and the neutral
arrangement, and wherein the second dynamic braking unit is electrically connected between the second
transmission pole and the neutral arrangement.

9. The bipole power transmission network of claim 8, wherein the first AC network is a power generation network.

10. The bipole power transmission network of claim 9, wherein the power generation network is a renewable power
generation network selected from the list of renewable power generation networks consisting of:

a wind-power generation network;
a solar-power generation network; and
a bio-power generation network.

11. The bipole power transmission network of any one of claims 8‑10, wherein the neutral arrangement comprises a
dedicated metallic return conductor.

12. A computer implementedmethod of operating a dynamic braking system in a bipole power transmission network, the
dynamic braking system comprising a first dynamic braking unit electrically connectable between a first transmission
pole and a neutral arrangement of a bipole power transmission network, and a second dynamic braking unit
electrically connectable between a second transmission pole and the neutral arrangement of the bipole power
transmission network, wherein the first and second dynamic braking units are controllable in-use to regulate
respective first and second electrical currents flowing through the first and second dynamic braking units between
the first and second transmission poles and the neutral arrangement, the method comprising:

determining an operating state of the bipole power transmission network;
determining,basedon theoperatingstate,whethera thirdelectrical current ispermitted toflow through theneutral
arrangement, the third electrical current being equal to a difference between the first and second electrical
currents; and
controlling the first and second dynamic braking units to:

if the third electrical current is determined to be permitted to flow through the neutral arrangement, operate
independently of each other; and
if the thirdelectrical current isdeterminednot tobepermitted toflow through theneutral arrangement, operate
in coordination with each other to balance the first electrical current with the second electrical current, such
that the third electrical current is substantially zero.

13. A computer program comprising computer-readable instructions which when executed by a controller of a dynamic
braking system, cause the controller to perform the method of claim 12.

14. A non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising the computer program of claim 13.

15. A controller for a dynamic braking system, comprising:

a memory; and
at least one processor;
wherein the memory comprises computer-readable instructions which when executed by the at least one
processor cause the controller to perform the method of claim 12.
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