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blocks of a texture image, which is composed of a brightness
value for each pixel of the subject, into segments composed of
pixels on the basis of the brightness value, and an intra pre-
diction unit establishes the depth value of each divided seg-
ment included in a single block of the range image on the
basis of the depth value of pixels included in the block adja-
cent to the single block already encoded, and generates a pre-
diction image, which includes the depth value for each estab-
lished segment, for each block.
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