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PaTENT OFFICE,
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Be it known that I, CHARLES STAHL, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of New York, in the county and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in a Combined Billiard
and Dining Table, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention has reference to improve-
ments in billiard, pool, and combination ta-
bles, and has for its object to provide a bil-
liard, pool, or combination table which can
be readily converted into a dining, card, or
other table. ’

The nature of my invention will best be
understood when described in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a Dbilliard-table constructed according to my
invention. Fig. 2 is a perspective with part
broken away showing the billiard-table con-
verted into a dining-table. Tig. 3 is a per-
spective showing the rails removed. Fig. 4
is a vertical section taken through one of the
rails and the bed, drawn on an enlarged scale.
Fig. 5 is an inverted view of one of the end
rails, showing a modified form. Fig. 6 is
a perspective of the corresponding end of
the bed.

Similar letters and numerals of reference
designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, the letter A des-
ignates the bed of a billiard-table, which is
composed, as usual, of a marble slab or slabs
and a covering-cloth.

¢ ¢ arethelegs, united by suitable stringers
b b, which support the bed. '

¢ ¢ are the end rails, and d d the side rails,
provided with cushions e, as usual.

To render the billiard-table convertible
into a dining or other table, I so attach the
end and side rails to the bed that they may
be readily detached therefrom and deposited
in suitable supports beneath the bed. In the
present instance I have shown the side rails
provided with studs 1, arranged at suitable
intervals apart and adapted to enter cor-
responding sockets 2, Figs. 3 and 4, formed
in the bed A. I also provide the ends of the
side rails with one or more studs 3, adapted
to pass through sockets 4, formed near the

ends of the end rails, whereby the several
rails may be fitted in their proper positions.
To hold the rails firmly together and to the
bed, I providesuitable locking devices at the

“eorners of the rails by which the rails can

be tightly drawn together. In the present
instance I have shown these locking devices
to consist of latches £, hinged to the siderails
and adaptedto engage pins f’ ontheend rails.
Tothe underside of the stringers band at suit-
able distances apart are secured two brack-
ets 5 5, each of which is provided with later-
ally-projecting hangers, suitably curved to
receive and sustain the. two side rails d d,
while the portion of the bracket between the
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stringers serves for the reception of the two .

end rails ¢ c.

It will be noticed that the long side rails
can be introduced into the hangers from the
side of the table, so that the rails can be re-
moved and placed upon the brackets with-
out disturbing the position of the table, it be-
ing understood that the ordinary room would
not be long enough to permit the longitudi-
nal insertion of theside rails. The end rails
can be stored away in the same manner.
When so stored, the rails do not interfere in
the least with the persons sitting at the table.

It is of course to be understood that the
studs 1 could be attached to the end pieces
instead of to the side pieces and the sockets
formed in the ends of the bed, as shown in
TFigs. 5 and 6. It is also evident that a pool
or combination table could be constructed in
the same manner as a billiard-table.

I do not wish to restrict myself to the par-
ticular manner of detachably securing the
rails or to the precise construction of the
brackets upon which they are stored away,
as it is evident that different forms could be
devised for accomplishing the same end.

‘What I claim as new is—

1. Abilliard,pool or combination tablehav-
ing its bed provided with transverse sockets
near two opposite sides, combined with two
rails provided with studs adapted to entersaid
sockets, two plain rails adapted to the other
two sides of the table;, and locking devices
at the corners of the rails, substantially as
described.

2. Abilliard,pool or combination table hav-
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ing its rails provided with means for detach-
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ably connecting the same to the bed; com-
bined with brackets secured bencath the bed
and provided with - hangers-adapted- to re-
ceive the side rails laterally, substantially as
described.

3.7 Abilliard,pool or combination table hav-
ing-its rails provided with means for detach-
ably securing the same to the bed, and brack-
ets seeured to and extending across the bed-
supporting stringers-and adapted for the re-
ception of the end rails between the stringers,
and provided with laterally-projecting hang-
ers adapted toreceive the side rails laterally,
substantially as described.

4, Abilliard,pool or combinationtableliav-
ing its bed provided with transverse sockets
near two opposite sides, combined ‘with fwo
railsprovided with studs adapted toentersaid
sockets, two plain rails adapted to the other
two sides of the table, locking devices at the

corners of the rails; and brackets lIocated be-
neath the bed and . provided with hangers
adapted. to receive the side rails laterally,
substantially as described-

5. A Dbilliard, pool or combination table pro-
vided with-detachable endand side rails and
with brackets secured beneath the bed and
provided with hangers adapted to receive the
side rails laterally, so that when the rails are
stored beneath the bed, thebilliard-table:will
answeras an.ordinary table, substantially asg
deseribed.

Intestimony that I.claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname; in pres-
ence of two witnesses; this 13th day of Octo-
ber, 1896.

CHARLES STAIIL.

Witnesses:

A, FABER DU TFAUR; Jry,
KErauNig A. PERSIDES.
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