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(57) Abstract: A control unit, after (S1) detecting the resistivity of a liquid developer, (S2) acquires information relating
to the toner mobility of the liquid developer. The control unit, then, (S3) identifies the current state of the liquid developer
on the basis of the resistivity and toner mobility and (S5) executes a control process that is different for each identified
state (category). The control unit can execute a suitable combination of control of charge control-agent replenishment,
control of replenishment with a replenishing liquid, and control of change in a developing voltage (adjustment control of
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Vback). When this is done, even if Vback is reduced accompanying a reduction in the resistivity due to replenishment
of the charge control agent, Vback can be recovered by subsequently changing the developing voltage. Both flow pattern
production and the development of a low-image-density nonuniform toner image can thereby be suppressed.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)
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Document 1 (JP 2010-526338 A (HEWLETT-PACKARD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, L.P.) 29 July
2010, paragraphs [0003], [0012], [0060]-[0077], fig. 1-8) discloses an "LEP (liquid
toner electrophotography) printer" including: a "photoconductor (150)"; and a
"binary ink development (BID) unit (100)" that develops a latent image on the
photoconductor, the "BID unit (100)" including "a developer cylinder (110), one
or more electrodes (130), a squeegee roller (140), and a cleaning cylinder (120)".
Document 1 furtherdisclosesmonitoringinkelectrical parametersbymeasuring
BID currents including the squeegee roller current and the squeegee cylinder current
to associate these currents with control values of the toner and development, and
using the monitoring of the ink electrical parameters to add ink charging components
(e.g. charge director) to the ink supply and/or adjust electric element parameters
(e.g. developer voltage). It can be said that monitoring the current level of these
BID currents is equivalent to detecting the resistivity of the electronic ink.
Furthermore, document 1 indicates that the BID currents are dependent on themobility
of the electronic ink, and thus it can be said that the current level of the BID
currents is information about the mobility of the electronic ink.

This being the case, the invention of claim 1 lacks novelty in light of the
inventiondisclosed in document 1, and thus does not have a special technical feature.

Accordingly, it is considered that the claims include multiple groups of
inventions.
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