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abstract
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Box | Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable {Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.
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of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
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D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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According to PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2, an international
application shall relate to one invention only or a group of
inventions linked by one or more of the same corresponding
“special technical features”, i.e. features that define a
contribution which each of the inventions makes over the prior
art.

In the present application the following inventions have been
found a posteriori in relation to W098/16646:

1-22. Substantially pure polypeptides with a sequence identity
of at least 80% to an amino acid disclosed in SEQ ID NOs 34,
2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32,
36, 38, 75, 77 and 79 respectively (each sequence
corresponding to one invention) as well as nucleotide
sequences coding disclosed in SEQ ID NOs 33, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9,

11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 35, 37, 74, 76 and
78 encoding the polypeptides, which constitute 22 different
inventions. These inventions also relate to the use of the
polypeptides and nucleotide sequences and are disclosed in
claims 1-15 and 18-23. Inventions 1-5 (sequences disclosed in
SEQ ID NOs 34, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 33, 1, 3, 5, 7) have been
searched.

23. An extract of polypeptides from Mycobacteria and the use
of the extract for the preparation of a composition for the
generation of an immune response against Mycobacterium. This
invention is disclosed in claims 16-17 and has not been
searched.

The special technical feature of each of the inventions 1-22
is each specific amino acid sequence. At least one of the
searched sequences has been published in W098/16646 and is
expected to have properties equal to the corresponding
polypeptide of the application. The special technical feature
of invention 23 is the extract of polypeptides obtained using
a certain method. Thus, the inventions found in the
application are not linked by any common special technical
feature and the application lacks unity & posteriori.
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