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57 ABSTRACT 
A semiconductor memory device having STC cells 
wherein major portions of active regions consisting of 
channel-forming portions are tilted at an angle of 45 
with respect to the word lines and the bit lines that meet 
at right angles with each other, enabling the storage 
capacity portions to be arranged very densely and suffi 
ciently large capacities to be maintained with very small 
cell areas. In the semiconductor memory device, fur 
thermore, the storage capacity portions are formed 
even on the bit lines. Therefore, the bit lines are 
shielded, the capacitance between the bit lines de 
creases, and the memory array noise decreases. 

26 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

SEMCONDUCTOR MEMORY DEVICE HAVING 
STACKED CAPACTOR CELLS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a semiconductor 
memory device which is very small in size and has a 
large storage capacity, and more specifically to stacked 
capacitor (STC) cells of a dynamic random access mem 
ory (DRAM) that is adapted to being integrated highly 
densely. 
The integration degree of a DRAM has quadrupled 

in every three years, and mega-bit memories have al 
ready been mass-produced. The degree of integration is 
heightened by decreasing the sizes of elements. How 
ever, reduction in the storage capacity accompanying 
the decrease in sizes has invited problems with regard to 
decrease in the signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio, inversion of 
signals caused by incident alpha particles and mainte 
nance of reliability. 
As a memory cell capable of increasing the storage 

capacity, therefore, a stacked capacitor cell in which 
part of a storage capacity portion is overlapped on a 
switching transistor or on an element isolating oxide 
film disclosed in Japanese Patent Publication No. 
55258/ 1986 has been expected to substitute for the 
existing planar type capacitor. 

FIG. 2 is a layout plan view of a conventional STC 
cell, where reference numeral (2.1) denotes active re 
gions where a channel region and an impurity diffusion 
layer will be formed to constitute a switching transistor, 
(2.2) denotes word lines that serve as gate electrodes for 
the switching transistor, (2.3) denotes contact holes 
through which the bit lines (2.8) come into contact with 
the diffusion layer in the substrate, (2.4) denote conduc 
tive layers that serve as pads for connecting the bit lines 
and the diffusion layer together, (2.5) denote contact 
holes for connecting the lower electrodes (2.6) of stor 
age capacities to the diffusion layer, (2,7) denotes plane 
electrodes, and (2.8) denotes bit lines. 
With the STC cell, the storage capacity portion indi 

cated by the storage capacity lower electrode (2.6) can 
be extended onto the word line, making it possible to 
realize a storage capacity which is considerably greater 
than that of a planar type cell in which only the surface 
of the substrate is utilized as a storage capacity portion. 
Therefore, even a small cell area employed for the 
mega-bit DRAM's is capable of producing a storage 
capacity which is large enough for operating the circuit. 
With the conventional planar type cell having the same 
cell area as the above-mentioned cell, however, it is 
difficult to obtain a required capacity even if thickness 
of the insulating film is reduced. 

In fact, however, even the STC cell has many prob 
lems as will be described below in detail in conjunction 
with a section view of FIG. 4. The STC cell is fabri 
cated through the below-mentioned steps. First, on a 
single crystalline semiconductor substrate (4.1) is 
grown a relatively thick oxide film; (4.2) for electrically 
isolating the individual elements by the widely known 
thermal oxidation method. The film thickness ranges 
from about 100 to about 1000 nm. Then, a gate insulat 
ing film (4.3) for forming a switching transistoris grown 
by the widely known thermal oxidation method. The 
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film thickness decreases with the reduction in the size of 65 
element and, usually, ranges from 10 to 50 nm. Poly 
crystalline silicon containing impurities is deposited and 
is delineated by the widely known photolithograph 

2 
method and the dry etching method to form a word line 
(4.4). Using the delineated word line as a mark, further 
more, impurities having a conductivity type different 
from that of the substrate (4.1) are introduced by the 
widely known ion implantation method thereby to form 
an impurity diffusion layer (4.5). It needs not be pointed 
out that the heat treatment is necessary for activating 
the impurity diffusion layer. Then, in order to form a 
storage capacity portion, polycrystalline silicon (4.7) 
having the same type of conductivity is deposited by the 
widely known CVD (chemical vapor deposition) 
method so as to come into contact with the impurity 
diffusion layer in the substrate. As will be obvious from 
the plan view of FIG. 2, the polycrystalline silicon (4.7) 
is formed also on the word line (4.4) and on the element 
isolating film (4.2). Therefore, the area of the storage 
capacity portion increases and, hence, a large storage 
capacity is maintained. 
At this moment, furthermore, polycrystalline silicon 

is also formed simultaneously even on a place where the 
contact hole (2.3 in FIG. 2) is formed to connect the bit 
line (4.11) to the impurity diffusion layer (4.5). Even 
when the distance among the word lines is small, there 
fore, the bit line can be connected to the diffusion layer 
via the polycrystalline silicon layer (2.4 in FIG. 2) with 
out causing the bit line (4.11) and the word line (4.4) to 
be short-circuited to each other. Here, reference numer 
als (4.6) and (4.10) denote interlayer insulating films. 

In the STC cell of the conventional structure, how 
ever pad conductor layer (2.4) must be exposed when a 
plate electrode (4.9) is to be formed. This is because, the 
bit line (4.11) and the pad conductor layer must come 
into contact with each other through this place. In 
delineating the plate electrode, therefore, a highly so 
phisticated technology is required to stop the pad con 
ductor layer from being etched accompanying the dry 
etching of the plate electrode using a very thin capaci 
torinsulating film (4.8) that is formed also on the sur 
face of the pad conductor layer, such that the pad con 
ductor layer will not be ground. 

In addition to the above-mentioned problem involved 
in the production, there exists another essential problem 
in that it is difficult to decrease the cell area so far as the 
above-mentioned cell structure is employed. This stems 
from the fact that a sufficiently large distance must be 
maintained between the plate electrode (4.9) and the 
pad conductor layer (2.4) so that the two will not come 
into contact with each other. It is allowable to omit the 
pad conductor layer (2.4). In this case, however, the 
distance among the word lines must be increased to 
prevent the short-circuiting between the bit lines (4.11) 
and the word lines (4.4), making it difficult to decrease 
the cell areas. 
With the conventional STC structure as described 

above, it is difficult to decrease the cell area. Namely, 
the conventional STC cells are not applicable for very 
highly integrated DRAM's of 4-mega-bits or greater. 
An STC structure free from these problems has been 

taught in Japanese Utility Model Laid-Open No. 
178894/1980. FIG. 3 is a layout plan view of this STC 
cells. To simplify the drawing, there are shown no 
lower electrode of storage capacity or plate electrode 
that are arranged on the contact hole (3.4) in the mem 
ory portion. 
The feature of this structure resides in that in the 

active region (3.1), the bit line (3.5) is not arranged on a 
portion where a contact hole (3,4) of the memory por 



4,970,564 
3 

tion is opened. It needs not be pointed out that the bit 
line (3.5) is in contact with the impurity diffusion layer 
of the substrate through the contact hole (3.3). The 
storage capacity portion is formed after the bit lines 
have been formed. In forming the plate electrodes, 
therefore, there is no need of exposing the bit line 
contact portions that are shown in FIGS. 2 and 4. Ref 
erence numerals 3.2 denote lead wires. 
That is, the plate electrodes need simply cover the 

memory cell portions. 
According to such a cell structure in which the area 

of the lower electrode of storage capacity is not limited 
by the delineation of plate electrode, a large storage 
capacity can be realized yet decreasing the cell area. 
Even with this structure, however, great difficulty is 

involved to shorten the distance among the bit lines if 
bit lines (3.5) arranged in parallel are not simply over 
lapped on the contact holes (3.4) of memory portion in 
the active region (3.1). In the layout of FIG. 3, the 
distance increases among the bit lines imposing limita 
tion on reducing the cell area. Summary of the Inven 
tion 

In view of the problems involved in the aforemen 
tioned prior art, the object of the present invention is to 
provide a semiconductor memory device which is small 
in size and which has a large storage capacity. In partic 
ular, the object of the present invention is to provide a 
semiconductor memory device having fine STC struc 
ture that can be used for a highly densely integrated 
DRAM's of 1-mega-bits or greater. 
The semiconductor device referred to in the present 

invention consists of a switching transistor and a charge 
storage capacitor as a minimal unit. 

FIG. 1 is a plan view illustrating the layout of mem 
ory cells according to the present invention. In the 
present invention, the main portions of active regions 
(1.1) are in parallel with neither the word lines (1.2) nor 
the bit lines (1.4) that are at right angles with each other. 
In order to arrange the active regions most densely 
according to the present invention, the main portions of 
active regions are arranged at an angle of 45 degrees 
with respect to the word lines and the bit lines, and only 
the portions where the contact holes (1.5) of memory 
portion are opened are arranged in parallel with the bit 
lines. Furthermore, the four active regions closest to 
one active region have extensions of their major por 
tions that meet at right angles with one another. A 
memory array is constituted by arranging the unit plan 
layout diagram of FIG. 1 repetitively in the vertical and 
horizontal directions. Therefore, the peripheral por 
tions of FIG. 1 have been partly omitted. 

In FIG. 1, reference numeral 1.3 denotes contact 
holes for bit lines, 1.6 denotes lower electrodes of stor 
age capacities, and 1.7 denotes plate electrodes. 

In this specification, furthermore, the active region 
stands for all regions of the substrate surrounded by an 
element isolating insulating film (i.e., a substrate region 
that is not covered with the element isolating insulating 
film). Substantially, the active region stands for a region 
that consists of "a region of impurity diffusion layer in 
contact with the bit lines”, “a region of impurity diffu 
sion layer in contact with the lower electrodes of stor 
age capacities' and "a channel forming portion under 
the word lines'. Further, the main portions of active 
regions stand for those portions where the channels of 
switching transistors are formed. 
FIG. 5 is a section view illustrating the STC structure 

according to the present invention. In the present inven 
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4. 
tion, the active regions are aslantly arranged relative to 
the word lines and bit lines. Therefore, the section view 
of FIG. 5 is along the line that connects the centers of 
a pair of contact holes (1.5) of memory portion. 
According to the present invention, the active re 

gions simply run in a tilted direction and are formed in 
a manner that is little different from the conventional 
forming method. 
With the memory cell of the present invention shown 

in FIG. 1, the word lines (1.2 are tilted with respect to 
the active regions (1.1) but have their gate lengths de 
termined by the shortest distance between the impurity 
diffusion layer in contact with the bit lines and the in 
purity diffusion layer in contact with the lower elec 
trodes of storage capacities. 
The word lines (5.4) are insulated by an interlayer 

insulating film (5.6) from other conductor layers in a 
self-aligned manner. In this section view, the source and 
drain have simple structure of impurity diffusion layer. 
It is, however, also allowable to employ widely known 
diffusion layers for source and drain with graded impu 
rity profile. 

After the word lines are formed, ions are implanted 
using word lines as a mask in order to form impurity 
diffusion layers (5.5). 

Next, bit lines (5.7) are formed. Like the word lines 
(5.4), the bit lines (5.7) are insulated using an insulating 
film (5.8) in a self-aligned manner. In the section view of 
FIG. 5, bit lines (5.7) exist having the same shape as the 
pad conductor layers (2.4) of FIG. 4. 
With a lattice being constituted by the word lines and 

bit lines as described above, the surfaces are represented 
by a pair of diffusion layers in which the active regions 
(1.1) have been formed already in the valleys among the 
word lines and bit lines as is clear from the layout plan 
view of FIG. 1. Lower electrodes (1.6 and 5.9) of stor 
age capacities are formed thereon. The lower electrodes 
are then delineated to form a capacitor insulating film 
(5.10), and a plate electrode (5.11) is formed thereon. 
The plate electrode (5.11) needs not be delineated on 
the memory array unlike the case of STC cells shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 4. Reference numeral (5.12) denotes an 
interlayer insulating film on the plate electrode (5.11) on 
which aluminum wirings (not shown) will be formed. 

In FIG. 5, reference numeral 5.1 denotes a semicon 
ductor substrate, 5.2 denotes an element isolating insu 
lating film, 5.3 denotes a gate insulating film, and 5.8 
denotes an interlayer insulating film. 
The element isolating film (5.2) is formed on the sur 

face of the single crystalline semiconductor substrate 
(5.1) other than the active regions. 
The lower electrode (5.9) of storage capacity is com 

posed of a refractory metal such as tungsten or poly 
crystalline silicon and has a thickness of usually from 
100 to 500 nm by taking the steps in thickness into con 
sideration. However, the thickness needs not be limited 
thereto only; e.g., the lower electrode (5.9) may have a 
large thickness as far as there does not develop any 
problem in regard to the steps in thicknesses. 

Examples of the material of the capacitor insulating 
film (5.10) include silicon oxide film, silicon nitride film, 
a composite film consisting of silicon oxide film and 
silicon nitride film, and refractory metal oxide films 
such as Ta2O5, as well as a composite film of refractory 
metal oxide film and silicon oxide film and a composite 
film of refractory metal oxide film and silicon nitride 
film. The capacitor insulating film may have a thickness 
nearly equal to that of the conventional STC cells. 
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The material of the plate electrode (5.11) may be 
polycrystalline silicon or a refractory metal such as 
tungsten. The film thickness thereof may be nearly the 
same as that of the conventional STC cells. 
The width and pitch of the word lines (5.4) and bit 

lines (5.7) are determined by the cell area. In the case of 
16 mega-bits, for instance, the word lines have a width 
of 0.5 to 0.7 um and a pitch of 1 to 1.4 pm, and the bit 
lines have a width of 0.6 to 0.9 m and a pitch of 1.2 to 
1.8 p.m. 
With the shape and arrangement of active regions 

being selected as described above, there exists no con 
straint on layout among the bit lines (3.5) that took place 
in the case of the traditional structure, and the pitch 
among the bit lines can be greatly decreased. That is, in 
the conventional structure, the bit lines (3.5) pass 
through one side only of the contact holes (3.4) of mem 
ory portion. According to the present invention, on the 
other hand, the contact hole (1.5) of memory portion is 
sandwiched between the two bit lines (1.4). 
As described earlier, furthermore, both the word 

lines (1.2) and the bit lines (1.4) are insulated from other 
conductor layers in a self-aligned manner, making it 
possible to shorten the pitch among the word lines as 
well as to open, in a self-aligned manner, the contact 
holes (1.5) of memory portion through which the stor 
age capacity portions, i.e., lower electrodes (1.6 and 5.9) 
of storage capacities come into contact with the sub 
state. 
By adapting the above-mentioned structure, a mem 

ory cell having a very small area can be constituted as 
shown in FIG. 1 to realize a very highly integrated 
DRAM's of greater than 4 mega-bits. 

In addition, unlike the conventional STC structure 
shown in FIG. 2, the lower electrodes (1.6 and 5.9) of 
storage capacities are not limited for their areas by the 
delineation of the plate electrodes (1.7 and 5.11) formed 
thereon, and can be uniformly arranged maintaining a 
minimum delineating space, With the STC structure of 
the present invention, furthermore, the bit lines are 
completely covered by the plate electrodes having a 
fixed potential and by the conductor layers of storage 
capacity portions. Therefore, the interline capacitance 
among the bit lines decreases greatly, and memory 
array noise decreases, i.e., coupling noise stemming 
from the interline capacitance decreases compared with 
that of the conventional structure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG.1 is a plan view for explaining the memory cells 

in a semiconductor memory device of the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view for explaining conventional 
STC cells; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view for explaining STC cells accord 

ing to another conventional art; 
FIG. 4 is a section view of STC cells shown in FIG. 

2: 
FIG. 5 is a section view of STC cells shown in FIG. 

1; 
FIGS. 6a to 6i are section views illustrating the steps 

for fabricating memory cells according to a first em 
bodiment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 7 is a section view of memory cells according to 
a second embodiment of the present invention; 
FIGS. 8a and 8b are section views illustrating the 

steps for fabricating memory cells according to a third 
embodiment of the present invention; 

65 

6 
FIG. 9 is a section view of memory cells according to 

a fourth embodiment of the present invention; and 
FIG. 10 is a section view of memory cells according 

to a fifth embodiment of the present invention. 
Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

EMBODIMENT 1. 

A first embodiment of the present invention will now 
be described in conjunction with FIGS. 6a to 6i 
As shown in FIG. 6a, first, an element isolating film 

(6.2) for electrically isolating the individual elements 
and a gate insulating film (6.3) are grown on a single 
crystalline semiconductor substrate (6.1) of a first type 
of conductivity by the widely known thermal oxidation 
method. The element isolating film is grown over a 
range of 200 to 1000 nm and the gate insulating film is 
grown over a range of 10 to 20 nm. In the DRAM's of 
a mega-bit level, a known improved LOCOS method is 
employed to suppress the so-called extension of bird's 
beak, since the widths of active regions and widths of 
element isolating regions become of the order of submi 
crons. Word lines (6.4) are formed on the surface as 
shown in FIG. 6b. Though this embodiment employs 
polycrystalline silicon containing impurities as a mate 
rial for forming word lines, it is also allowable to use a 
polysilicide which is a laminated film consisting of low 
resistance polycrystaline silicon and silicide, or a refrac 
tory metal represented by tungsten. The word lines 
have a width of 0.5 to 0.7 um, a film thickness of 200 
nm, and a pitch of 1 to 1.4 p.m. 
The word lines are covered with an interlayer insulat 

ing film (6.5) in a self-aligned manner. That is, in delin 
eating polycrystalline silicon that forms word lines, the 
insulating film deposited thereon is used as a mask to 
effect the delineation, and the side walls that are ex 
posed are covered with the side wall insulating films 
that are left when the insulating film that is further 
deposited thereon is subjected to the anisotropic dry 
etching. 

Using the word lines as a mask, impurities having a 
conductivity type different from that of the substrate 
are ion-implanted in order to form impurity diffusion 
layers (6.6). The impurities are activated by the heat 
treatment at 800' to 1000'C. Though the section view of 
FIG. 6b shows a conventional single drain structure, it 
is allowable to use a widely known drain with a graded 
impurity profile. 
The impurity diffusion layers (6.6) are isolated from 

each other by the element isolating oxide film (6.2) 
formed in a preceding step for each of the elements. 

In this embodiment, the impurity diffusion layers are 
formed relying upon the ion implantation method. It 
was, however, also attempted to diffuse impurities from 
the bit lines (6.8) or from the lower electrodes (6.11) of 
storage capacities as described later. According to this 
method, no defect develop at all unlike the case of the 
ion implantation method, and a junction is realized with 
little leakage current enabling the memory retentivity of 
memory device to be improved. 

Next, referring to FIG. 6c, an insulating film (6.7) is 
deposited on the whole surface by the conventional 
CVD method, and only those portions where the bit 
lines come into contact with the diffusion layers in the 
substrate are opened (contact holes (1.3) for bit lines in 
FIG. 1) by the widely known photolithograph method 
and dry etching method. The insulating film (6.7) serves 
as an underlying layer when the bit lines are to be delin 
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eated in the next step, and prevents the surface of the 
substrate from being exposed and further prevents the 
element isolating film (6.2) from being ground. The film 
thickness is determined by the etching selecting ratio 
relative to the underlying layer when the bit lines are to 
be delineated. In this embodiment, however, the film 
thickness ranges from 20 to 100 nm. 

Referring to FIG. 6d, bit lines (6.8) are formed. The 
bit lines are delineated together with the insulating film 
(69). The bit lines have a width of 0.6 to 0.9 p.m., a 
thickness of 250 nm and a pitch of 1.2 to 1.8 p.m. In this 
embodiment, the storage capacity portions are formed 
by the heat treatment at high temperature after the bit 
lines have been formed. For this purpose, therefore, the 
bit lines are composed of a material that can withstand 
the heat treatment. Furthermore, a small resistance is 
also an essential requirement. In this embodiment, there 
fore, use is made of a polysilicide or tungsten, or a lami 
nated film of a refractory metal nitride and a refractory 
metal. An insulating film is further deposited thereon, 
and side walls of bit lines that are exposed in FIG. 6d are 
covered relying upon the widely known dry etching 
method (FIG. 6e). 

In this stage, the region where the contact hole (1.5) 
of memory portion of FIG. 1 is opened, is surrounded 
by the word lines and bit lines that are insulated from 
each other. By removing the thin oxide film on the 
active region, the diffusion layer in contact with the 
storage capacity portion can be exposed. In this embodi 
ment as shown in FIG. 6f an insulating film (6.10) is 
deposited maintaining a thickness of about 10 to 100 nm. 
so as to serve as an underlying layer for delineating the 
storage capacity portions, and the regions of the diffu 
sidin layers only are exposed. Thus, by insulating the 
word lines and the bit lines from each other in a self 
aligned manner, the contact region of memory portion 
is also formed in a self-aligned manner being surrounded 
thereby making a feature of the present invention. 

Referring to FIG. 6g, there is formed the lower elec 
trode (6.11) having a thickness of 300 to 350 nm of the 
storage capacity with the same conductivity type as that 
of the impurity diffusion layer, and a capacitor insulat 
ing film (6.12) is formed on the surface thereof maintain 
ing a thickness of 3 to 10 nm. In this embodiment, 
though polycrystalline silicon containing impurities is 
used as the lower electrode, it is also allowable to use a 
refractory metal such as tungsten. As the capacitor 
insulating film, furthermore, there can be used a ther 
mally oxidized film grown on the surface of polycrys 
talline silicon, a laminated film of an oxide film and a 
nitride film, a composed film of silicon oxide and silicon 
nitride, or an insulating film with a high dielectric con 
stant such as Ta2O5 or a multi-layer film using an insu 
lating film with a high dielectric constant. 

Referring to FIG. 6h, a plate electrode (6.13) is depos 
ited maintaining a thickness of 100 to 150 nm to com 
plete the storage capacity portion of a memory cell. The 
plate electrode needs not be delineated on the memory 
cell making another feature of the present invention. 
The plate material consists of polycrystalline silicon 
containing impurities or a refractory metal such as tung 
Ste. 

In FIGS. 6g to 6i, a portion of the insulating film 
(6.10) just on the bit line is missing and, instead, the 
capacitor insulating film (6.12) is shown as a unitary 
structure, in order to emphasize the fact that the insulat 
ing film (6.10) is ground to some extent when it serves as 
the underlying layer for delineating the lower electrode 
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(6.11) of the storage capacity. In many cases, however, 
the insulating film (6.10) is left on this portion but hav 
ing a reduced thickness. 

Finally, an interlayer insulating film (6.14) is formed 
as shown in FIG. 6a, and an aluminum wiring (6.15) is 
formed thereon to complete the memory cell. 
According to this embodiment, the interlayer insulat 

ing film 6.5), insulating film (6.7), insulating film (6.9). 
insulating film (6.10) and interlayer insulating film (6.14) 
are all comprised of SiO2 films. Further, the interlayer 
insulating film (6.5), insulating film (6.9) and interlayer 
insulating film (6.14) have thicknesses of 250 nm, 250 
nm and 350 nm, respectively. 

EMBODIMENT 2. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a second embodiment of the present 
invention. The feature of this embodiment resides in 
that a conductor layer (7.7) composed of polycrystalline 
silicon having the same conductivity type as the impu 
rity diffusion layer is selectively grown only on the 
impurity diffusion layer formed in the active region. 
The conductor layer (7.7) has a thickness of 200 to 300 
nm. As described earlier, one of the features of the 
present invention resides in that the word lines and the 
bit lines are insulated from each other in a self-aligned 
manner. Therefore, substantial sizes of the contact hole 
(1.3) and contact hole (1.5) of memory portion of FIG. 
1 are determined by the thicknesses of the side wall 
insulating films; i.e., the contact holes are opened by the 
self-aligned process in a broad sense. In the case of the 
contact hole of the memory portion having an increased 
depth, however, the side wall insulating film may be 
ground at the time of delineating the bit lines and the 
underlying word lines may be exposed. In opening the 
contact holes of memory portion, furthermore, the 
oxide film covering the side walls of word lines and bit 
lines may be ground such that the word lines and bit 
lines are exposed and develop short-circuiting with the 
storage capacity portion. 
According to this embodiment, therefore, the region 

of diffusion layer is elevated to prevent the occurrence 
of the above-mentioned danger and to facilitate the 
delineation for opening the contact holes. 

After the delineation of word lines (6.4) shown in 
FIG. 6b is finished, the gate insulating film (6.3) is re 
moved and the conductor layer (7.7) is grown thereon. 
In this embodiment, the polycrystalline silicon is grown 
relying upon the widely known CVD method. 

Reference numeral (7.1) denotes a single crystalline 
semiconductor substrate, (7.2) denotes an element iso 
lating film, (7.3) denotes a gate insulating film, (7.4) 
denotes word lines, reference numerals (7.5), (7.8), 
(7.10) and (7.11) denote interlayer insulating films, (7.6) 
denotes impurity diffusion layers, (7.7) denotes selec 
tively grown portions, (7.9) denotes bit lines, (7.12) 
denotes a lower electrode of storage capacity, (7.13) 
denotes a capacitor insulating film, and (7.14) denotes a 
plate electrode. 

EMBODIMENT 3. 

FIGS. 8a and 8b are section views illustrating the 
fabrication steps according to a third embodiment of the 
present invention. In this embodiment, the storage ca 
pacity portion is arranged on the uppermost portion of 
the memory cell, and there is no need of delineating the 
plate electrode on the memory cell. Therefore, the de 
lineation of the plate electrode is not affected by the 
shape of the storage capacity portion. In this embodi 
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ment, this feature is utilized to increase the storage 
capacity portion. As shown in FIG. 8a, therefore, the 
insulation film (8.10) is formed on the surface of the 
lower electrode (8.9) of the storage capacity, and is 
delineated together therewith. Next, a conductor layer 
is deposited again on the surface thereof followed by 
anisotropic dry etching, so that the conductor layers 
deposited on the side walls are left as side wall portions 
(8.11) as shown in FIG. 8b. The capacity can be in 
creased by the amounts of the side wall portions. This 
embodiment makes it possible to increase the capacity 
by 20 to 30% compared with that of the structure of 
F.G. 1. 
The lower electrodes (8.9) of storage capacities have 

been so delineated that the distance between the side 
walls thereof becomes as small as possible. When the 
side wall portions (8.11) are not provided, therefore, it is 
not allowed to decrease the distance between the side 
walls to be as small as that of this embodiment. 

Here, reference numeral (8.1) denotes a single crystal 
line semiconductor substrate, (8.2) denotes an element 
isolating film, (8.3) denotes a gate insulating film (8.4) 
denotes word lines, reference numerals (8.5) and (8.8) 
denote interlayer insulating films, (8.6) denote impurity 
diffusion layers, (8.7) denote bit lines, (8.9) denotes 
lower electrodes of storage capacities, (8.10) denotes an 
insulating film, (8.11) denotes side wall portions of 
lower electrodes, (8.12) denotes a capacitor insulating 
film, and (8.13) denotes a plate electrode. 

EMBODIMENT 4. 

FIG. 9 illustrates a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. In order to decrease the interline capacity 
between the bit lines (9.7) and other conductor layer 
according to this embodiment, the whole body is cov 
ered with a conductor layer (9.9) after the bit lines (9.7) 
have been formed, and the conductor layer is fixed to a 
given potential. Like when the word lines and bit lines 
are formed, the conductor layers (9.9) are formed being 
insulated in a self-aligned manner at the time of opening 
the contact holes of memory portion. Therefore, the 
intermediate conductor layer can be formed without 
requiring any additional mask. 

Here, reference numeral (9.1) denotes a single crystal 
line semiconductor substrate, (92) denotes an element 
isolating film, (9.3) denotes a gate oxide film, (9.4) de 
notes a gate electrode, reference numerals (9.5), (9.8), 
(9.10) and (9.11) denote interlayer insulating films, (9.6) 
denote impurity diffusion layers, (9.7) denote bit lines, 
(9.9) denotes an intermediate conductor layer, (9.12) 
denotes lower electrodes of storage capacities, (9.13) 
denotes a capacitor insulating film, and (9.14) denotes a 
plate electrode. 

EMBODIMENT 5. 

FIG. 10 illustrates a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention in which dents are formed in the side surfaces 
of lower electrodes (109) of the storage capacities in 
order to further increase the storage capacity. To form 
the dents, first, a conductor layer is deposited to forman 
underlying layer for the lower electrodes, an insulating 
film is deposited thereon, and contact holes are opened 
on the underlying layer only. Then, a conductor layer is 
deposited to form an upper layer, and is delineated 
together with the insulating layer that exists at an inter 
mediate position as shown in FIG. 10, and only the 
insulating film sandwiched by the two conductor layers 
is removed. This enables dents to be formed in the inter 
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mediate positions. Thereafter, a capacitor insulating 
film (10.10) and a plate electrode (10.11) are formed. By 
employing the CVD method, in this case, even narrow 
gaps can be filled. 

Here, reference numeral (10.1) denotes a single crys 
talline semiconductor substrate, (10.2) denotes an ele 
ment isolating film, (10.3) denotes a gate insulating film 
(10.4) denotes word lines, reference numerals (10.5) and 
(10.8) denote interlayer insulating films, (10.6) denotes 
impurity diffusion layers, (10.7) denotes bit lines, (10.9) 
denotes lower electrodes of storage capacities, (10.10) 
denotes a capacitor insulating film, and reference nu 
meral (10.11) denotes a plate electrode. 
According to the present invention as will be obvious 

from the foregoing description, fine memory cells re 
quired for the DRAM's of the level of 16 mega-bits can 
be easily fabricated based on the conventional photo 
lithograph method and dry etching method. Compared 
with the STC cells of the conventional structure, fur 
thermore, the storage capacities are not affected by the 
delineation of plate electrode; i.e., the storage capacity 
portions can be arranged most densely. Accordingly, a 
sufficiently large capacity is obtained even with a very 
small cell area. According to the third embodiment, 
furthermore, the capacity can be increased by 20 to 
30% which is large enough to cope with soft errors 
caused by alpha particles and circuit noise. 
The second feature of the present invention resides in 

that since the storage capacity portions are formed on 
the bit lines, the storage capacities and the plate elec 
trode work as shielding lines for the bit lines. Therefore, 
the interline capacity of the bit lines decreases and the 
memory array noise decreases greatly, too. A further 
great feature resides in that the number of masks for 
realizing the above-mentioned structure is nearly the 
same as that of the conventional structure. 
As mentioned above, the present invéntion makes it 

possible to realize the memory cells satisfying areas and 
capacities required for the DRAM's of the level of 
several mega-bits to several tens of mega-bits. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An improved semiconductor memory device hav 

ing stacked capacitor cells, the improvement compris 
ing: 

projections of bit lines upon a semiconductor sub 
strate meeting at nearly right angles with word 
lines that are provided nearly in parallel with each 
other maintaining a predetermined distance; 

channel forming portions that are major portions of 
active regions surrounded by element isolating 
insulating film on a surface of the semiconductor 
substrate arranged at an angle of nearly 45% with 
respect to said word lines; 

impurity diffusion regions in contact with lower elec 
trodes of storage capacities in said active regions, 
arranged to be nearly in parallel with the projec 
tions of bit lines, the lower electrodes of said stor 
age capacities extending onto said bit lines; and, 

a plate electrode provided to substantially cover sur 
faces of said word lines, said bit lines and the lower 
electrodes of said storage capacities. 

2. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein the major portions of said active re 
gions are repetitively arranged so as not to be in parallel 
with major portions of four neighboring active regions. 

3. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein said word lines and said bit lines are 
electrically insulated from conductor layers disposed 
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over said word lines and said bit lines in a self-aligned 
manner owing to the insulating film deposited on the 
conductor layers and the insulating film covering side 
walls of the conductor layers that are exposed during 
delineation. 

4. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein said bit lines are comprised of a lami 
nated film of silicide and low-resistance polycrystalline 
silicon containing impurities of a laminated film of a 
refractory metal nitride and a refractory metal. 

5. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein contact portions of the semiconductor 
substrate and the lower electrodes of storage capacities 
are provided in portions that are covered with neither 
the word lines nor the bit lines in said active regions. 

6. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein noise due to coupling capacity among 
the bit lines is decreased by covering the bit lines with 
the lower electrodes of said storage capacities and the 
upper electrode which is the plate electrode, and by 
electrically shielding the bit lines by said two elec 
trodes. 

7. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein another conductor layer is inserted 
between said bit lines and the lower electrodes of said 
storage capacities, in order to decrease noise caused by 
coupling capacity between the bit lines and the lower 
electrodes of the storage capacities. 

8. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein the lower electrodes of the storage 
capacities are composed of polycrystalline silicon or a 
refractory metal. 

9. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 5, wherein the capacitor insulating file is a silicon 
oxide film, a silicon nitride film, a composite film of a 
silicon oxide film and a silicon nitride film, a refractory 
metal oxide film, a composite film of a refractory metal 
oxide film and a silicon oxide film, or a composite film 
of a refractory metal oxide film and a silicon nitride 
film. 

10. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein the lower electrode comprises poly 
crystalline silicon or a refractory metal. 

11. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein the capacitor insulating film comprises 
a film of silicon oxide and silicon nitride, and the plate 
electrode comprises polycrystalline silicon containing 
impurities. 

12. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein the capacitor insulating film comprises 
a multi-layer having an insulating film with a high di 
electric constant represented by Ta2O5, and the plate 
electrode comprises a refractory metal. 

13. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 1, wherein dents are formed in said surface of said 
lower electrodes for storage capacity. 

14. A semiconductor memory device comprising: 
a plurality of word lines; 
a plurality of bit lines crossing said word lines and 

extending in a bit line direction; and, 
a plurality of memory cells disposed at predetermined 

positions at which said word lines and said bit lines 
cross, the memory cells comprising: 
a first impurity region formed in a semiconductor 

substrate; 
a second impurity region, common to two neigh 

boring memory cells, formed in said semicon 
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12 
ductor substrate and connecting electrically to a 
bit line; 

a lower electrode of storage capacity formed on a 
bit line and a word line through insulating film, 
connected electrically to said first impurity re 
gon; 

a capacitor insulating film disposed on said lower 
electrode of storage capacity; 

a plate electrode disposed on said capacitor insulat 
ing film; and, 

a bit line contact hole portion, connected electri 
cally to said second impurity region, formed 
between contact hole portions of said two neigh 
boring memory cells, the contact hold portions 
being formed at positions where said first impu 
rity region and said lower electrode of storage 
capacity contact each other, and the contact hole 
portions of said two neighboring memory cells 
being arranged such that a line drawn connect 
ing the contact hole portion is non-parallel with 
the bit line direction. 

15. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, further comprising major portions of active 
regions repetitively arranged so as not to be in parallel 
with major portions of four neighboring active regions. 

16. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein said word lines and said bit lines are 
electrically insulated from conductor layers disposed 
over said word lines and said bit lines in a self-aligned 
manner owing to the insulating film deposited on the 
conductor layers and the insulating film covering side 
walls of the conductor layers that are exposed during 
delineation. 

17. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14 wherein said bit lines are comprised of a lami 
nated film of silicide and low resistance polycrystalline 
silicon containing impurities or a laminated film of a 
refractory metal nitride and a refractory metal. 

18. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein contact portions of the semiconduc 
tor substrate and the lower electrodes of storage capaci 
ties are provided in portions that are covered with nei 
ther the word lines nor the bit lines in said active re 
gions. 

19. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein noise due to coupling capacitance 
between the bit lines is decreased by covering the bit 
lines with the lower electrodes of said storage capacities 
and the upper electrode which is the plate electrode, 
thereby electrically shielding the bit lines. 

20. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein a conductor layer is inserted between 
said bit lines and the lower electrodes of storage capac 
ity to decrease noise caused by coupling capacitance 
between the bit lines and the lower electrodes of storage 
capacity. 

21. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein the lower electrodes of the storage 
capacity are composed of polycrystalline silicon or a 
refractory metal. 

22. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein the capacitor insulating film is a sili 
con oxide film, a silicon nitride film, a composite film of 
a silicon oxide film and a silicon nitride film, a refrac 
tory metal oxide film, a composite film of a refractory 
metal oxide film and a silicon oxide film, or a composite 
film of a refractory metal oxide film and a silicon nitride 
film. 
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23. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein the lower electrode of storage capac 
ity comprises a polycrystalline silicon or a refractory 
metal. 

24. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14, wherein the capacitor insulating film com 
prises a film of silicon oxide and silicon nitride, and the 
plate electrode comprises polycrystalline silicon con 
taining impurities. 
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25. The semiconductor memory device according to 

claim 14, wherein the capacitor insulating film com 
prises a multi-layer film having an insulating film with a 
high dielectric constant represented by Ta2O5, and the 
plate electrode comprises a refractory metal. 

26. The semiconductor memory device according to 
claim 14 wherein dents are formed in side surfaces of 
said lower electrodes of storage capacity. 

a k is sk 


