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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs W. BRINKER 

HOFF, of Mount Clemens, in the county of Ma 
comb, and in the State of Michigan, have invent 
ed certain new and useful Improvements in 
Hand Stamp-Canceler; and do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, making a part of 
this specification. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

construction and arrangement of a stamp-can 
celing and post-marking device, as will be 
hereinafter more fully set forth. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art 
to which ny invention appertains to make 
and use the same, I will now proceed to de 
scribe its construction and operation, refer 
ring to the annexed drawing, in which 

Figure I is a section of Iny stamp-canceling 
and post-marking device. Fig. 2 is a detailed 
view of a part thereof. Figs. 3 and 4 show a 
modification of the same. 
A represents the handle, in the lower end 

of which, near one side, is inserted a stem, 
B, provided on its outer end with the post 
marking device C. The stem B is slotted lon 
gitudillally for a suitable distance, and through 
said slot is passed a bolt or pin, a, to guide 
alnd limit the movement of said stem. . With 
in the handle, above the stem, is a spiral spring, 
E", which forces and holds the stem outward 
lintil the device is brought down to mark the 
letter, when the spring, of course, yields. 
Within the handle A is also another plunger, 
D, forced outward by means of a spiral spring; 
E, as shown. 
within the same is a shaft, G, which moves with 
the plunger, and in addition thereto is rotated 
by means of a pin, b, passing through a slot 
in the plunger, and entering a spiral groove in 
the shaft. The two plungers, with their spiral 
Springs, are placed within a double-barreled 
metal casing, H, secured in the wooden han 
dle A in any suitable manner. The end of 
the shaft G forms a screw-rod, d, upon which 
are two nuts, e, for adjusting the stamp-can 
celing device. This device consists of a plate, 
f, which is perforated with a number of rows 
of small holes, ac, arranged as shown in Fig. 
2-that is to say, the holes of each row are 
opposite the spaces between the holes of the 

This plunger is hollow, and . 

adjoining row on each side. The last row of 
these perforations is made through the edge 
of the plate, forming, as it were, a series of 
teeth. This plate is bent in tubular form, 
placed on the lower end of the screw-rod d, 
and held by means of a collar, l, surrounding 
the tube and feathered to the rod, and then 
fastened by a set-screw. 

In using this device, as it is brought down 
upon the letter the marker C marks the let 
ter, and at the same time the cancelerf, strik 
ing the letter, is forced upward and rotated, 
thereby tearing the stamp, so as to render it 
unfit for use, or, in other words, effectually 
canceling the same. 
The canceler f can be adjusted upon the 

rod d as required, and need never be taken 
off for slarpening, because as it wears down 
on the edge, before the teeth formed by the 
first row of holes are entirely worn out, the 
metal is worn through into the next row of 
holes, and thus forming a new set of teeth. 
The rod d, with its nuts and canceler, is 

surrounded by a cage, I, screwed upon the 
lower end of the plunger D, as shown: 

Instead of using the canceler in tubular 
form, it may be used in a straight form, as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. In that case two 
plates are placed side by side in a box, J, and 
connected by elbow-levers, or other mechan 
ical devices, in such a manner that when 
pressed down upon the stamp the plates will 
not only yield, but also move lengthwise in 
opposite directions and cancel the stamp. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

In a hand stamp-canceler, the combination 
of the perforated canceling-platef, rotating 
shaft G, with rod d, plunger ID, spring E, and 
the stem or plunger B, with post-marking de 
vice C and spring E', all constructed as de 
scribed, and arraluged for operation within a 
handle, A, substantially as and for the pur 
poses herein set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 24th day of 
August, 1876. 

CEHAS. V. BRINKEREHOFF. 
Witnesses: 

J. M. MASON, 
WM. L. BRAMIHAILL. 


