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Lo all whom it may concern: v

Be it known that I, HERBERT L. STILLMAN,
of Charlestown, in the county of Washington
and State of Rhode Island, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Rail:
way-Joints; and I do hereby declare that the
following is afull, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of

_this specification.

This invention has relation to railway-
joints, and is intended more particularly for
electric railways.

Theinventionwill be fully understood from
the following description when taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of my
joints. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
metal angle fish-plate removed.

Referring by letter to said joint, A A show
the abutting rail ends. B B show a pair of

wooden fish-plates. Cshows the single metal
angle fish-plate.

From practical tests Tfind that wooden fish-
plates make exceptionally-smooth railway-

joints and hold the rail ends in good aline-
ment, with the exception of a downward cut-

ting of said rail ends into the wood. To over- 3o

come this diffieulty, I gain a single small an-
gle-plate of steel into the inner wooden fish-
plate and under the abutting rail ends, as the
weight of the cars comes mainly inside of the
center of the rails.
will be seen that smooth joints will be secured
and downward cutting of the rail ends pre-
vented.

Having thus described my improvement, I

claim as my invention and desire to secure 4o

by Letters Patent—

A railway-joint composed of a pair of wood-
en fish-plates with a single metal angle fish-
plate gained into one of the said wooden fish-

plates for the support of abutting rail ends, 43

substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 30th day of November, A. D.

1896.
HERBERT L. STILLMAN,
In presence of—

BENJ. ARNOLD,
M. E. LAWwTON.
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