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(57) ABSTRACT 

A Super-resolution medium (1) has a medium identification 
information for specifying a type of medium recorded in a 
medium information area (3) by use of pre-pits having a 
length not shorter than a length of a resolution limit of an 
optical system in a reproducing device (10). 
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OPTICAL INFORMATION RECORDING 
MEDIUM, REPRODUCING DEVICE FOR 
OPTICAL INFORMATION RECORDING 
MEDIUM, CONTROL METHOD AND 
CONTROL PROGRAM FOR THE 

REPRODUCING DEVICE, AND MEDIUM 
WITH THE CONTROL PROGRAM 

RECORDED THEREN 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0001. The present invention relates to an optical informa 
tion recording medium in which information is to be 
recorded, a reproducing device for the optical information 
recording medium, a control method and a control program 
for the reproducing device, and a recording medium with the 
control program recorded therein. 

BACKGROUND ART 

0002 Recently, in order to process a massive amount of 
information Such as images, enhancement in information 
density has been sought for in recording and reproduction of 
an optical information recording medium. In view of this, 
Super-resolution techniques have been proposed, which 
record and reproduce information by use of recording marks, 
or pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or pro 
trusions, each of which lengths of the marks or the pre-pits are 
shorter than a resolution limit of an optical system in a repro 
ducing device. In the description, an optical information 
recording medium which is reproducible by the Super-reso 
lution technique is referred to as a “super-resolution medium’ 
or a 'super-resolution optical information recording 
medium', whereas an optical information recording medium 
which cannot utilize the Super-resolution technique, that is, 
an optical information recording medium which records 
information by use of recording marks or pre-pits, each of 
which have a length longer than a resolution limit of an optical 
system in a reproducing device, is referred to as a “regular 
medium' or a “regular optical information recording 
medium'. The resolution limit of an optical system is deter 
mined based on a wavelength of a reproduction laser and a 
numerical aperture of an optical system. 
0003 Optical information recording mediums disclosed 
in Patent Documents 1 through 3 are examples of the super 
resolution medium. 
0004. A rewritable super-resolution medium described in 
Patent Document 1 provides a recording layer and a repro 
duction layer. The recording layer has information recorded 
thereon in a perpendicular magnetizing direction, and the 
reproduction layer is provided on the recording layer. Repro 
duction of the information is carried out by having reproduc 
tion laser light irradiated to the reproduction layer. Irradiation 
of the reproduction laser light to the reproduction layer causes 
a laser spot to generate. The laser spot thus generated has a 
light intensity distribution, whereby a temperature distribu 
tion is induced in the laser spot. A magnetic field of the 
recording layer is transferred to the reproduction layer, to just 
parts of the laser spot having a high temperature. This allows 
reproduction of a signal having a shorter marking length than 
the resolution limit of the optical system. 
0005. In a super-resolution medium described in Patent 
Document 2, a thermochromic pigment layer is provided as a 
mask layer on a Surface of a reflection layer on which repro 
duction light is incident thereon. The thermochromic pigment 
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layer changes in optical characteristic Such as transmittance, 
depending on temperature. The mask layer is a layer which 
causes a Super-resolution phenomenon, Such as reducing a 
size of a laser spot in a pseudo manner. Distribution of trans 
mittance is generated due to a temperature distribution 
induced by a light intensity distribution in the laser spot on the 
reproduction layer, near a surface of the reproduction layer on 
which the reproduction light is incident thereon. For example, 
when a material which improves in transmittance along with 
an increase in temperature is used as the reproduction layer, 
transmittance is improved injust parts having a high tempera 
ture, thereby causing the laser spot generated on the Surface of 
the reflection layer to be reduced in a pseudo manner. This 
allows reproduction of a signal having a shorter marking 
length than the resolution limit of the optical system. The 
technique disclosed in Patent Document 2 is applicable not 
only to a rewritable optical information recording medium, 
but also to an optical information recording medium only for 
reproduction. 
0006 Furthermore, in a super-resolution medium 
described in Patent Document 3, information is recorded on a 
Substrate by use of concave portions and/or protrusions. The 
Substrate has a film layer, called a functional layer, which is 
made of a thin metal film or the like, provided thereon. 
Although substantially none of the theory of this super-reso 
lution medium is currently known, it is known that signals 
which have a shorter marking length than the resolution limit 
of the optical system are reproducible due to a temperature 
change in the functional layer. 

Patent Document 1 

0007 Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication, Toku 
kaihei, No. 8-180486 (published Jul. 12, 1996) 

Patent Document 2 

0008 Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication, Tokukai, 
No. 2001-35012 (published Feb. 9, 2001) 

Patent Document 3 

0009 Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication, Tokukai, 
No. 2001-250274 (published Sep. 14, 2001) 

0010. The following description explains a conventional 
regular medium 61 and a conceivable Super-resolution 
medium 71, with reference to FIGS. 14 through 18. 
0011 FIG. 15 illustrates an outer appearance of the con 
ventional regular medium 61. The regular medium 61 
includes a data area 62, and a medium information area 63. 
The data area 62 is to be recorded with information to be used 
by a user. The medium information area 63 is recorded with 
information concerning the regular medium 61. The data area 
62 and the medium information area 63 are arranged so that 
the medium information area 63 is provided at an innermost 
circumferential section and an outermost circumferential sec 
tion of the regular medium 61, and the data area 62 is provided 
therebetween, as illustrated in FIG. 15. One example of the 
information recorded in the medium information area 63 
concerning the regular medium 61 is medium identification 
information, which indicates itself as a regular medium. 
0012 FIG. 14 illustrates an enlarged view of section b 
shown in FIG. 15. The data area 62 and the medium informa 
tion area 63 are recorded with respective information by use 
of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or pro 



US 2010/0220567 A1 

trusions and that are longer than a resolution limit of an 
optical system in a reproducing device. 
0013 The following description explains the conceivable 
super-resolution medium 71. FIG. 17 illustrates an outer 
appearance of the Super-resolution medium 71. The Super 
resolution medium 71 has a data area 72 and a medium 
information area 73. The data area 72 is recorded with infor 
mation to be used by a user. The medium information area 73 
is recorded with information concerning the Super-resolution 
medium 71. The data area 72 and the medium information 
area 73 are arranged so that the medium information area 73 
is provided at an innermost circumferential section and at an 
outermost circumferential section of the Super-resolution 
medium 71, and the data area 72 is provided therebetween. 
One example of the information recorded in the medium 
information area 73 concerning the Super-resolution medium 
71 is medium identification information, which indicates 
itself as a Super-resolution medium. 
0014 FIG. 18 illustrates a cross sectional view of the 
super-resolution medium 71. The super-resolution medium 
71 includes a substrate 74, and a reflection layer 75 and a 
super-resolution reproduction layer 76 layered on the sub 
strate 74 in this order by sputtering. The Super-resolution 
reproduction layer 76 causes a Super-resolution phenomenon 
to occur. Furthermore, a transparent cover layer 77 is pro 
vided on the super-resolution reproduction layer 76. 
0015 FIG. 16 illustrates an enlarged view of section c 
shown in FIG. 17. The data area 72 and the medium informa 
tion area 73 is recorded with respective information by use of 
pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or protru 
sions and that are shorter than a resolution limit of an optical 
system in a reproducing device. As such, in the Super-resolu 
tion medium 71, information is recorded by a combination of 
pre-pits having a length shorter than the pre-pits of the regular 
medium 61. This allows high density recording of informa 
tion, thereby allowing recording of more information. 
0016. With the super-resolution medium described in 
Patent Documents 1 and 2, the greater the power of the repro 
duction laser, the steeper the temperature distribution in the 
laser spot, thereby resulting in an enhancement in Super 
resolution effect. Even with the super-resolution medium 
described in Patent Document 3, although the cause is not 
understood, the super-resolution effect is enhanced with 
greater reproduction laser power, as similar to the Super 
resolution mediums described in Patent Documents 1 and 2. 
Therefore, reproduction laser power optimum for reproduc 
ing the Super-resolution medium 71 is greater than reproduc 
tion laser power optimum for reproducing the regular 
medium 61. 
0017. As described above, recording density of the super 
resolution medium 71 is higher than recording density of the 
regular medium 61. Therefore, a reproduction clock width 
optimum for reproducing the Super-resolution medium 71 is 
narrower than a reproduction clock width optimum for the 
regular medium 61. 
0018. The following considers a reproducing device hav 
ing compatibility with both the regular medium 61 and the 
Super-resolution medium 71, the reproducing device being 
capable of reproducing both mediums. 
0019. In order to reproduce the regular medium 61 and the 
super-resolution medium 71 at their most optimum state by 
the reproducing device, it is required to Switch the reproduc 
tion laser power and a reproduction clock (this is because the 
reproduction laser power and the reproduction clock of each 
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of the regular medium 61 and the Super-resolution medium 71 
are different, as described above). In order to do so, it is 
required to identify whether a medium is the regular medium 
61 or the super-resolution medium 71. Such identification 
requires to reproduce (i) the medium identification informa 
tion recorded in the medium information area 63 and (ii) the 
medium identification information recorded in the medium 
information area 73. 
0020. The identification of the medium is desirably carried 
out by using the reproduction laser power for the regular 
medium 61, in order to prevent increase in electricity con 
Sumption and breakage of the regular medium 61 caused by 
the high reproduction laser power for the Super-resolution 
medium 71. However, in such a case, the medium identifica 
tion information in the Super-resolution medium 71 may not 
be reproducible, thereby causing a problem that no identifi 
cation can be carried out. 

0021. It is an option that in the case the identification could 
not be carried out by using the reproduction laser power for 
the regular medium 61, the optical information recording 
medium to be identified is determined as the super-resolution 
medium 71, and accordingly the reproduction laser power 
and the reproduction clock are Switched to the appropriate 
ones. However, excessive time is required since the Switching 
of the reproduction laser power is carried out after the deter 
mination is made. As a result, a long time is required to 
start-up the reproducing device. Furthermore, even in a case 
where reproduction could not be carried out due to some kind 
of cause even if the optical information recording medium to 
be identified is the regular medium 61, the reproducing device 
mistakenly determines that the regular medium 61 is the 
Super-resolution medium 71. In response to this determina 
tion, the reproduction laser power is switched from the repro 
duction laser power for the regular medium to the reproduc 
tion laser power for the super-resolution medium 71. As a 
result, this may cause a breakage problem of the regular 
medium 61. The start-up time of the reproducing device 
denotes a time period required to carry out a series of pro 
cesses from arranging the optical information recording 
medium in the reproducing device to reproducing a data area 
of the optical information recording medium. 
0022. For simplification, the above description is 
described by limiting items which the medium identification 
information can identify to a regular medium and a Super 
resolution medium, however it is not limited to this. For 
example, conventionally, the medium identification informa 
tion is used for identifying a type of a medium (e.g. CD, DVD, 
BD) and a form of a medium (e.g. R, RE, ROM). 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

0023 The present invention is made in view of the prob 
lems, and an object thereof is to realize (i) a Super-resolution 
optical information recording medium, which can be identi 
fied as a Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium by use of reproduction laser power for a regular 
optical information recording medium, and (ii) an optical 
information recording medium reproducing device capable 
of reproducing both the Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium and the regular optical information record 
ing medium. 
0024. In the following description, a reproducing device 
denotes a reproducing device according to the present inven 
tion, capable of reproducing both a Super-resolution optical 
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information recording medium according to the present 
invention and a regular optical information recording 
medium. 
0025. In order to attain the object, a super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium according to the present 
invention includes: a first area in which a content is to be 
recorded by forming recording marks, one or more of the 
recording marks being shorter than a length of a resolution 
limit of an optical system in a reproducing device; and a 
second area in which medium identification information for 
specifying a type of the medium is recorded by use of pre-pits 
that are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, the 
pre-pits which form the medium identification information 
being not shorter than the resolution limit of the optical sys 
tem 

0026. According to the arrangement, medium identifica 
tion information of a recordable/reproducible super-resolu 
tion optical information recording medium according to the 
present invention is recorded by use of pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions and that are 
not shorter than the resolution limit of the optical system. 
Therefore, it is possible to reproduce the medium identifica 
tion information by use of reproduction laser power optimum 
for a regular optical information recording medium. Thus, it 
is possible to realize a Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium capable of identifying the optical informa 
tion recording medium as a Super-resolution optical informa 
tion recording medium by use of reproduction laser power 
optimum for a regular optical information recording medium. 
0027. In order to attain the object, a super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium according to the present 
invention includes: a first area in which a content is to be 
recorded by forming recording marks; and a second area in 
which medium identification information for specifying a 
type of the medium is recorded by use of pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, a shortest 
pre-pit length in the pre-pits which form the medium identi 
fication information is longer than a shortest recording mark 
length in the recording marks in the first area. 
0028. According to the arrangement, in a recordable/re 
producible Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to the present invention, a shortest pre-pit 
length in the pre-pits in which the medium identification 
information is recorded is longer than a shortest recording 
mark length in the recording marks in the first area. Therefore, 
in a case where the medium identification information is 
reproduced by a reproduction device having an optical system 
of which its resolution limit is not longer than or around a 
length of the shortest recording mark length in the recording 
marks in the first area, it is possible to reproduce the medium 
identification information with reproduction laser power 
optimum for the regular optical information recording 
medium. Thus, it is possible to realize a Super-resolution 
optical information recording medium capable of identifying 
the optical information recording medium as a Super-resolu 
tion optical information recording medium by use of repro 
duction laser power optimum for a regular optical informa 
tion recording medium. 
0029. In order to attain the object, a super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium according to the present 
invention includes: a first area in which a content is recorded 
by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions and one or more of which are shorter thana length 
of a resolution limit of an optical system in a reproducing 
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device; and a second area in which medium identification 
information for specifying a type of the medium is recorded 
by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions, the pre-pits which form the medium identifica 
tion information being not shorter than the resolution limit of 
the optical system. 
0030. According to the arrangement, the medium identi 
fication information of a Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium only for reproduction according to the 
present invention is recorded by use of pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions and that are 
not shorter than the resolution limit of the optical system. 
Therefore, it is possible to reproduce the medium identifica 
tion information by use of reproduction laser power optimum 
for a regular optical information recording medium. Thus, it 
is possible to realize a Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium capable of identifying the optical informa 
tion recording medium as a Super-resolution optical informa 
tion recording medium by use of a reproduction laser power 
optimum for a regular optical information recording medium. 
0031. In order to attain the object, a super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium according to the present 
invention includes: a first area in which a content is recorded 
by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions; and a second area in which medium identifica 
tion information for specifying a type of the medium is 
recorded by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave por 
tions and/or protrusions, a shortest pre-pit length in the pre 
pits which form the medium identification information is 
longer than a shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first 
aca. 

0032. According to the arrangement, a shortest pre-pit 
length in the pre-pits in which the medium identification 
information is recorded, in a Super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording medium only for reproduction according to 
the present invention, is longer than a shortest recording mark 
length in the recording marks in the first area. Therefore, in a 
case where the medium identification information is repro 
duced by a reproduction device having an optical system of 
which its resolution limit is not longer than or around a length 
of the shortest recording mark length in the recording marks 
in the first area, it is possible to reproduce the medium iden 
tification information with reproduction laser power opti 
mum for the regular optical information recording medium. 
Thus, it is possible to realize a Super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording medium capable of identifying the optical 
information recording medium as a Super-resolution optical 
information recording medium by use of a reproduction laser 
power optimum for a regular optical information recording 
medium. 
0033. An optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device according to the present invention is capable of 
reproducing (i) the Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium, and (ii) a regular optical information 
recording medium which is an optical information recording 
medium in which recording marks or pre-pits are not shorter 
than the resolution limit of the optical system, the optical 
information recording medium reproducing device includ 
ing: reproduction means for reproducing information 
recorded in a desired position of the optical information 
recording medium; and control means for controlling opera 
tions of the optical information recording medium reproduc 
ing device, the control means including: identification infor 
mation acquisition means for controlling the reproduction 
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means to reproduce and acquire medium identification infor 
mation by using reproduction light power Suitable for repro 
duction of the regular optical information recording medium; 
and medium identification means for identifying whether or 
not the optical information recording medium is a Super 
resolution optical information recording medium, based on 
the medium identification information thus acquired. 
0034. By having the above arrangement, the reproducing 
device is capable of identifying whether or not a provided 
optical information recording medium is the Super-resolution 
optical information recording medium, by use of reproduc 
tion light power Suitable for the regular optical information 
recording medium, accurately and with ease. Thus, it is pos 
sible to realize a reproducing device capable of reproducing 
both the Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium and the regular optical information recording 
medium. Since the identification is carried out by use of 
reproduction light power suitable for the regular optical infor 
mation recording medium, electricity consumption of the 
reproduction device is reduced. Furthermore, no breakage of 
the regular optical information recording medium occur due 
to reproduction light power optimum for the Super-resolution 
optical information recording medium, since the identifica 
tion is carried out by use of reproduction light power suitable 
for the regular optical information recording medium. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0035 FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the present 
invention, and is a perspective view illustrating an outer 
appearance of a Super-resolution medium. 
0036 FIG. 2 is a plan view schematically illustrating an 
essential arrangement of a Substrate of the Super-resolution 
medium. 
0037 FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view schematically illus 
trating an arrangement of the Super-resolution medium. 
0038 FIG. 4 is a block diagram schematically illustrating 
an arrangement of an optical information recording medium 
reproducing device capable of reproducing the Super-resolu 
tion medium and a regular medium. 
0039 FIG. 5 is a block diagram schematically illustrating 
an arrangement of a control section of the optical information 
recording medium reproducing device. 
0040 FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a process operation 
of the optical information recording medium reproducing 
device. 
0041 FIG. 7(a) is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
relationship between a pre-pit and an output signal when a 
regular medium is reproduced by use of a reproduction clock 
Suitable for a regular medium. 
0042 FIG.7(b) is an explanatory drawing illustrating rela 
tionship between a pre-pit and an output signal whena regular 
medium is reproduced by use of a reproduction clock Suitable 
for a Super-resolution medium. 
0043 FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating dependency of C/N on 
reproduction laser power, for a shortest pre-pit and a longest 
pre-pit. 
0044 FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating dependency of C/N on 
a pit length, for each material of a Super-resolution reproduc 
tion layer. 
0045 FIG. 10(a) is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a rewritable BD type medium. 
0046 FIG. 10(b) is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a rewritable DVD type 
medium. 
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0047 FIG. 11 is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a DVD type medium only for 
reproduction. 
0048 FIG. 12(a) is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a medium only for reproduc 
tion, having a different arrangement to the arrangement 
shown in FIG. 3. 
0049 FIG. 12(b) is an explanatory drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a medium only for reproduc 
tion, having a different arrangement to the arrangement 
shown in FIG. 11. 
0050 FIG. 13 is an explanation drawing illustrating a 
cross sectional arrangement of a BD type medium only for 
reproduction in a case where a heat radiation layer is provided 
in the medium only for reproduction having a cross sectional 
arrangement of a BD type as shown in FIG. 12(a). 
0051 FIG. 14 is a perspective view illustrating an essential 
arrangement of a Substrate in a regular medium. 
0.052 FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating an outer 
appearance of the regular medium. 
0053 FIG.16 is a perspective view illustrating an essential 
arrangement of a Substrate in a generally conceivable Super 
resolution medium. 
0054 FIG. 17 is a perspective view illustrating an outer 
appearance of the Super-resolution medium. 
0055 FIG. 18 is a cross sectional view schematically illus 
trating the Super-resolution medium. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

Embodiment 1 

0056. One embodiment of the present invention is 
described below with reference to FIGS. 1 through 3. The 
present embodiment is described by having a Super-resolu 
tion optical information recording medium only for reproduc 
tion of which its cross sectional arrangement is of a BD type 
(hereafter referred to as a super-resolution medium 1) dis 
cussed as an example. In the following description, a repro 
ducing device 10 denotes an optical information recording 
medium reproducing device 10 later described, capable of 
reproducing both the Super-resolution medium 1 according to 
the present embodiment and a regular optical information 
recording medium. 
0057 FIG. 1 illustrates an outer appearance of the super 
resolution medium 1 according to the present embodiment. 
0.058 FIG. 2 illustrates an enlarged view of sectiona in the 
Super-resolution medium 1. A pre-pit having a length R2T 
shown in FIG. 2 is a shortest pre-pit in (i) a test read area 3A 
later described and (ii) a medium information area (second 
area)3 excluding area position information. A pre-pit having 
a length R8T is a longest pre-pit in the medium information 
area 3. Similarly, a pre-pit having a length D2T is a shortest 
pre-pit in a data area (first area)2, and a pre-pit having a length 
D8T is a longest pre-pit in the medium information area 3, as 
shown in FIG. 2. 
0059. As shown in FIG. 1, the super-resolution medium 1 
has the data area 2 and the medium information area 3 in 
advance. A content such as video image and software is 
recorded in the data area 2, and information concerning the 
Super-resolution medium 1 is recorded in the medium infor 
mation area 3. 

0060 FIG.3 illustrates a cross sectional view of the super 
resolution medium 1. The super-resolution medium 1 
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includes a substrate 4, and (i) a reflection layer 5 and (ii) a 
Super-resolution reproduction layer 6 which causes a Super 
resolution phenomenon to occur are layered on the Substrate 
4 in this order by Sputtering. Furthermore, a transparent cover 
layer 7 is provided on the super-resolution reproduction layer 
6. The substrate 4 and the cover layer 7 are made of polycar 
bonate. The reflection layer 5 is made of aluminum. Further 
more, the Super-resolution reproduction layer 6 is made of 
Zinc oxide. 

0061 The data area 2 is provided between the medium 
information areas 3, as illustrated in FIG. 1. The content is 
recorded by providing pre-pits that are formed by concave 
portions and/or protrusions on the Substrate when the Sub 
strate is formed. The pre-pits are pre-pits in a length in a range 
of lengths D2T to D8T as illustrated in FIG. 2, and their 
shortest length is shorter than a resolution limit of an optical 
system in the reproducing device 10. More specifically, the 
content is recorded by use of the pre-pits including a pre-pit 
shorter in length than the resolution limit of the optical system 
in the reproducing device 10 (Super-resolution recording 
form). Thus, recording with a density higher than the regular 
medium is possible. The data area 2 is (1,7) RLL modulated, 
however it is not limited to this, and may be of any form 
provided that recording is carried out by use of a random 
pattern. 
0062 Information is recorded by use of the pre-pits or 
recording marks with different lengths such as the (1,7) RLL 
modulation, since recording density increases as compared to 
recording information by use of pre-pits or recording marks 
of a same length. Other modulation types are also possible 
(for example, 8/16 modulation, (2,7) RLL modulation), and 
are referred to as recording by use of a random pattern. 
0063. Furthermore, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the pre-pit is 
reproducible by having the Super-resolution reproduction 
layer 6. More specifically, a laser spot is generated by irra 
diation of reproduction laser light to the pre-pit. Due to a 
temperature distribution generated by a light intensity distri 
bution in the laser spot on the Super-resolution reproduction 
layer 6, a distribution of a transmittance is generated. As a 
result, the laser spot is shrunk in a pseudo manner, thereby the 
pre-pit is made reproducible. This allows more information to 
be usable as compared to a regular medium. The Super-reso 
lution reproduction layer 6 is not particularly limited, pro 
vided that the pre-pit is reproducible, and may be, for 
example, the mask layer as described in Patent Document 2, 
or the functional layer as described in Patent Document 3. 
0064. The medium information area 3 is provided at an 
innermost circumferential section and an outermost circum 
ferential section of the Super-resolution medium 1 inadvance, 
as illustrated in FIG. 1. Information concerning the Super 
resolution medium 1 is recorded by use of pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions (regular 
recording form). The pre-pits are pre-pits having a length in a 
range of lengths R2T to R8T. A shortest length of the pre-pits 
is longer than a resolution limit of an optical system in the 
reproducing device 10. In other words, the shortest pre-pit 
length in a pre-pit group of the medium information area 3 is 
longer than the shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pit group of 
the data area 2. The medium information area 3 is provided at 
the inner circumference and the outer circumference of the 
super-resolution medium 1, however it is not limited to this, 
and may be provided on just one of the inner circumference 
and the outer circumference. 
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0065 Information concerning the super-resolution 
medium encompass: medium identification information indi 
cating that the medium includes a data area 2; reproduction 
speed information to be used when the reproducing device 10 
carries out reproduction; medium unique number used for 
copy protection; and area position information for specifying 
a position in the data area 2. 
0066. The medium identification information is sufficient 
provided that a type of medium is specified therefrom, and is 
not particularly limited as long as at least the information 
indicates whether the data area 2 is in a Super-resolution 
recording form or a regular recording form. 
0067. The reproduction speed information encompass (i) 
so-called reproduction information required in order to obtain 
an analog waveform which can be digitized, when an appro 
priate reproduction laser is irradiated, and (ii) digital process 
ing information required in order to digitize an analog wave 
form reproduced so as to reproduce contents and the like. 
0068. The reproduction information includes, for 
example, reproduction speed range information. The repro 
duction speed range information is information which speci 
fies reproduction speed in order to stably obtain an analog 
waveform based on Super-resolution reproduction. This is 
because in a case where the Super-resolution reproduction is 
possible by use of heat, if the reproduction speed is too fast, 
Super-resolution reproduction is impossible because of insuf 
ficient heat, whereas if the speed is too slow, the heat energy 
to be generated is too great, thereby causing damage to the 
medium. 
0069. The digital processing information includes, for 
example, reproduction clock Switching information and 
reproduction speed Switching information. The reproduction 
clock Switching information and the reproduction speed 
Switching information are information required in order to 
digitize an obtained analog waveform, when random patterns 
having different recording densities is reproduced. More 
details are later described. 
0070 A test read area 3A is provided in the medium infor 
mation area 3, as illustrated in FIG. 2. The test read area 3A 
adjusts reproduction laser power to be used in order for the 
reproducing device 10 to reproduce the contents recorded in 
the data area 2. In the test read area 3A, pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions are formed in 
a same recording density and modulation type as the pre-pits 
in the data area 2. The test read area 3A may have pre-pits 
having (i) a length longer than the shortest pre-pit length in 
the pre-pits in the data area 2 and (ii) a length shorter than the 
longest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the data area 2., i.e., a 
pre-pit longer than D2T but shorter than D8T, as illustrated in 
FIG. 2. For example, pre-pits having a length as illustrated in 
FIG. 2 are formed. The pre-pit illustrated with a broken line in 
the test read area 3A for comparison is the shortest pre-pit in 
the data area 2. 

(0071. As described above, the medium information area 3 
of the Super-resolution medium 1 according to the present 
embodiment has pre-pits formed that are not shorter than a 
resolution limit of an optical system in the reproducing device 
10. Thus, it is possible for the reproducing device 10 to 
reproduce various information Such as the medium identifi 
cation information, the reproduction speed information and 
the medium unique number. 
0072 The test read area 3A is preferably provided at a 
position closer to the data area 2 in the medium information 
area 3 than the position of the pre-pits in which the medium 



US 2010/0220567 A1 

identification information is recorded. This arrangement 
enables efficient information recording and/or information 
reproduction. The following description explains the reasons 
of this, with reference to examples. 
0073 For example, reproduction is carried out as follows 
in a medium in which (i) a medium information area is pro 
vided on an inner circumferential side than the data area on 
the medium, and (ii) a test read area is provided on an inner 
circumferential side of pre-pits in which the medium identi 
fication information is recorded. Namely, reproduction is car 
ried out as follows in a medium in which the test read area is 
provided at a position far from the data area than the position 
of the pre-pits in which the medium identification informa 
tion is recorded. 
0074 First, the reproducing device reproduces the 
medium identification information in order to identify a type 
of medium. Then, an optical head is moved to the test read 
area included on the inner circumferential side of the 
medium, and a test read is carried out. This determines repro 
duction laser power and the like. Thereafter, the optical head 
is moved to the data area on an outer circumferential side of 
pre-pits in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, by which the content in the data area is reproduced. 
As such, the reproducing device requires the optical head to 
reciprocate in order to start reproduction, if the test read area 
is provided in the medium information area at a position far 
from the data area than the pre-pits are in which the medium 
identification information is recorded. As a result, problems 
occur that (i) reproduction start-up time is increased, and (ii) 
breakage rate of the reproducing device caused by complex 
movement of the optical head is increased. 
0075. In comparison, the optical head just requires to 
move in one direction if the test read area 3A is provided in the 
medium information area 3 at a position closer to the data area 
2 than the pre-pits are in which the medium identification 
information is recorded, as like the Super-resolution medium 
1. Thereby, the optical head does not need to make any com 
plex movements. Therefore, it is possible to shorten the repro 
duction start-up time, and reduce the breakage rate of the 
reproducing device. 
0076. The above description explains a case where the test 
read area 3A is provided closer to the data area 2 than the 
pre-pits are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, in a radius direction. However, it is not limited to 
this, and the same applies for a case where the test read area 
3A is provided closer to the data area 2 in a direction in which 
the pre-pits and grooves are arranged (same direction as a 
direction in which reproduction is carried out). The same also 
applies for the following description which describes pre-pits 
provided close to or far from the data area 2. 
0077. The pre-pit in which the reproduction speed infor 
mation is recorded is preferably provided at a position far 
from the data area 2 than the test read area 3A is. This 
arrangement allows reproduction of the reproduction speed 
information by use of reproduction laser power optimum for 
a regular medium. It is also possible to determine, in the test 
read area 3A, reproduction laser power for reproducing the 
content recorded in the data area 2, provided that the repro 
duction speed information is obtained. Specifically, it is pos 
sible to digitize an analog waveform obtained in a reproduc 
tion speed at which stable Super-resolution reproduction can 
be attained, in a state adapted to a recording density of the test 
read area 3A. Therefore, no mistakes occur in determination 
of the reproduction laser power. 
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0078. The reproduction speed denotes a linear velocity in 
reproduction (a relative Velocity of an optical head in a repro 
duction position reproduction direction, caused by rotation of 
a medium by a spindle motor when the medium is repro 
duced). 
0079. It is possible to appropriately digitize the analog 
waveform obtained at a reproduction speed at which stable 
Super-resolution reproduction can be attained, even in repro 
duction of the contents recorded in the data area 2. Therefore, 
it is possible to stably reproduce the contents. 
0080. The pre-pit in which the area position information is 
recorded is preferably provided at a position closer to the data 
area 2 than the test read area 3A is. This arrangement allows 
reproduction of the area position information by use of repro 
duction laser power optimum for the regular medium. This 
arrangement also allows, after determination of the reproduc 
tion laser power, reproduction of the area position informa 
tion without making any changes to the determined reproduc 
tion laser power. This simplifies the movement taken by the 
optical head (movement in one direction). Thus, an efficient 
information recording and/or information reproduction is 
possible. Furthermore, the medium information area 3 can be 
made narrow, and the data area 2 be made wide, thereby 
increasing an information recording capacitance as a result. 
I0081. The medium unique signal is different for each 
manufactured medium. Therefore, the medium unique signal 
cannot not formed by compression molding of a highly pro 
ductive Substrate as like the pre-pits, and is usually created by 
forming a groove section on the substrate with a laser or the 
like, at the end of creating the medium. 
I0082. A wavelength of a significant power laser to be used 
in order to create the medium unique signal increases in cost 
if the wavelength is of a shortwavelength, as like one used in 
optical disc reproduction. Therefore, usually, the wavelength 
is made longer than the one used in the optical disc reproduc 
tion (the wavelengths are long, therefore a small groove sec 
tion obviously cannot be made). In addition, since a groove 
section is formed by use of the significant power laser, the 
medium unique signal has damage in the first place. There 
fore, there is a high possibility that reproduction by use of a 
high laser power which readily gives damage may cause 
reproduction deterioration of the medium unique signal. As 
Such, the reproduction of the medium unique signal is pref 
erably carried out by use of low laser power. 
I0083. In view of this, the super-resolution medium 1 pro 
vides the pre-pit in which the medium unique number is 
recorded at a position far from the data area 2 than the test read 
area 3A is. This allows reproduction of the medium unique 
signal by use of reproduction laser power optimum for a 
regular medium, that is to say, low laser power. Thereby, it is 
possible to securely reproduce the medium unique signal. In 
addition, no wasteful Switching of laser power is carried out. 
Therefore, efficient information recording and/or the infor 
mation reproduction is/are possible. 
I0084. Although the present embodiment is described 
above by discussing the Super-resolution medium 1 as an 
example, which is a medium only for reproduction, the Super 
resolution optical information recording medium of the 
present invention obviously includes a recordable/reproduc 
ible Super-resolution optical information recording medium. 
A main difference between the recordable/reproducible 
Super-resolution optical information recording medium and 
the Super-resolution medium 1 is, that a test write read area is 
provided instead of the test read area 3A. In the test write read 
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area, information which adjusts (i) a recording laser powerfor 
a reproducing device 10 to be used to record contents in a data 
area and (ii) a reproduction laser power for the reproducing 
device 10 to be used to reproduce the contents in the data area 
are recorded having a same recording density and modulation 
type as the recording markgroup to be formed in the data area. 
0085. In the medium information area of the recordable/ 
reproducible Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium, recording condition information for recording con 
tents in the data area is recorded by use of pre-pits that are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions and that are 
not shorter than a resolution limit of an optical system in the 
reproducing device 10. The pre-pits that are formed by con 
cave portions and/or protrusions thus recorded with the 
recording condition information are preferably provided at a 
position far from the data area than the test write read area is. 
This arrangement allows determination of reproduction laser 
power at the test write read area based on the recording 
condition information, and as a result, a determination mis 
take of the reproduction laser power does not occur. The 
recording condition information includes not only the record 
ing laser power, but also removal laser power for forming a 
recording mark, a pulse width and a timing of a laser, and the 
like. 

Second Embodiment 

I0086. The following description explains another embodi 
ment of the present invention, with reference to FIGS. 4 
through 6. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates an arrangement of 
a reproducing device 10 according to the present embodi 
ment. The reproducing device 10 of the present embodiment 
is capable of reproducing both the Super-resolution medium 1 
of First Embodiment and a regular medium. 
0087. The reproducing device 10 includes a laser control 
circuit 14A, a signal processing circuit 14B, a head amplifier 
16, an RF amplifier 17A, a signal processing circuit 17B of an 
RF signal, a servo processing circuit 18, a control section 19 
(control means), a spindle motor 20, a light pickup 21 (repro 
duction means), and a light pickup motor 22, as illustrated in 
FIG. 4. The light pickup 21 includes a polarization beam 
splitter 12, a laser light source 13, and a detector 15. An 
optical information recording medium 11 shown in FIG. 4 
may be the Super-resolution medium 1 or may be a regular 
medium. 
0088. The reproducing device 10 first causes the optical 
information recording medium 11 to rotate by use of the 
spindle motor 20. The light pickup 21 is moved by controlling 
the light pickup motor 22 with the control section 19. Next, 
power of reproduction laser light to be irradiated from a laser 
light source 13 caused by the laser control circuit 14A is made 
to be a predetermined reproduction laser power (reproduction 
laser power for a regular medium). Thereafter, the reproduc 
tion laser light is irradiated from the laser light source 13. The 
reproduction laser light is irradiated to the optical information 
recording medium 11 via a polarization beam splitter 12. 
Then, light reflected from the light information recording 
medium 11 reaches a detector 15 via the polarization beam 
splitter 12. 
0089. The detector 15 outputs an electric signal based on 
the reflected light thus reached. The electric signal is ampli 
fied at the head amplifier 16, thereafter is sent to the servo 
processing circuit 18. Various servo controls are carried out at 
the servo processing circuit 18. In addition, the electric signal 
is also sent to the control section 19. 
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0090 FIG. 5 illustrates an arrangement of the control sec 
tion 19. The control section 19 includes an access position 
control section 23, a signal processing section 24 (identifica 
tion information acquisition means), a medium identification 
section 25 (medium identification means), a power control 
section 26 (power control means), and a reproduction clock 
control section 27 (reproduction clock control means), as 
illustrated in FIG. 5. 

0091. The access position control section 23 controls the 
light pickup motor 22 so that the light pickup 21 accesses a 
desired position of the optical information recording medium 
11. In a case a track pitch of a data area 2 and a track pitch of 
a medium information area 3 are different in the super-reso 
lution medium 1, it is desirable for the access position control 
section 23 to control an access position based on an identifi 
cation result of the optical information recording medium 11 
identified by the medium identification section 25. 
0092. The signal processing section 24 processes a 
medium identification signal received from the head amplifier 
16, and Supplies the medium identification signal thus pro 
cessed to the medium identification section 25. The medium 
identification section 25 carries out identification of the opti 
cal information recording medium 11, based on the medium 
identification signal Supplied from the signal processing sec 
tion 24. 

0093. The power control section 26, based on an identifi 
cation result of the optical information recording medium 11 
determined by the medium identification section 25, either (i) 
leaves the reproduction laser power of the laser light source 
13 as it is (that is to say, as reproduction laser power Suitable 
for a regular medium), or (ii) Switches the reproduction laser 
power to reproduction laser power suitable for the super 
resolution medium 1 by controlling the laser control circuit 
14A. The reproduction clock control section 27, based on the 
identification result of the optical information recording 
medium 11 determined by the medium identification section 
25, either (i) leaves the reproduction clock to be used at the 
signal processing circuit 17B as it is (that is to say, as the 
reproduction clock Suitable for a regular medium), or (ii) 
switches the reproduction clock to the reproduction clock 
Suitable for a Super-resolution medium. 
0094. The following description explains a processing 
operation of the reproducing device 10 with reference to FIG. 
6. FIG. 6 illustrates a flow of processing operations in the 
reproducing device 10. 
0.095 Once the optical information recording medium 11 

is provided in the reproducing device 10, the light pickup 
motor 22 is controlled by the access position control section 
23 in the control section 19, and in response, a reproduction 
laser light from the laser light source 13 is irradiated to a 
medium information area, which is an initial access position 
of the optical information recording medium 11, based on 
reproduction laser power for a regular medium determined in 
advance for initial reproduction (S1). Thereafter, medium 
identification information which indicates whether the light 
information recording medium 11 is a Super-resolution 
medium or a regular medium, that is to say, a medium iden 
tification signal of a medium identification information indi 
cating whether or not a data area of the optical information 
recording medium 11 is of a Super-resolution form, is repro 
duced (S2). The medium identification signal is processed by 
the signal processing section 24 in the control section 19, via 
the detector 15 and the head amplifier 16, by which identifi 
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cation of the light information recording medium 11 is carried 
out at the medium identification section 25 (S3). 
0096. When the identification result determined by the 
medium identification section 25 indicates a regular medium 
(NO in S3), a data area of the regular medium is accessed 
without any modification to the reproduction laser power and 
the reproduction clock (S6). Thereafter, content in the data 
area is reproduced via the detector 15, the head amplifier 16, 
the RF amplifier 17A, and the signal processing circuit 17B 
(S7). 
0097. On the other hand, if the identification result deter 
mined by the medium identification section 25 indicates the 
super-resolution medium 1 (YES in S3), the reproducing 
device 10 reads out a pre-pit in the test read area 3A provided 
in the medium information area 3 of the super-resolution 
medium 1. A reproduction signal which has read the pre-pit is 
supplied to the power control section 26 in the control section 
19, via the detector 15, the head amplifier 16, and the signal 
processing section 24. The power control section 26 controls 
the laser control circuit 14A So as to cause the reproduction 
laser power of the laser light source 13 to increase based on 
the reproduction signal So that the reproduction laser power is 
adjusted to be optimum for the Super-resolution medium 1 
(S4). 
0098 Next, the reproduction device 10 reproduces repro 
duction clock Switching information, recorded in the medium 
information area 3 of the super-resolution medium 1. The 
reproduction clock Switching signal is Supplied to the repro 
duction clock control section 27 in the control section 19, via 
the detector 15, the head amplifier 16, and the signal process 
ing section 24. The reproduction clock control section 27. 
based on the reproduction clock Switching signal, changes the 
reproduction clock to a reproduction clock for a Super-reso 
lution medium specified in advance (S5). Thereafter, the data 
area 2 is accessed in reproduction laser power for the Super 
resolution medium 1 (S6). A content recorded in the data area 
2 is then reproduced, via the detector 15, the head amplifier 
16, the RF amplifier 17, and the signal processing circuit 17B 
(S7). 
0099. As described above, since the reproducing device 10 
includes the Super-resolution medium 1 arranged as the afore 
mentioned, it is possible for the reproducing device to carry 
out identification of whether or not the provided optical infor 
mation recording medium is the Super-resolution medium 1, 
easily and accurately, by use of low reproduction laser power 
for a regular medium. The reproducing device 10 is also 
capable of Switching reproduction laser power and a repro 
duction clock suitable for the provided optical information 
recording medium, based on the identification result. 
0100 Thus, the reproducing device 10 can reproduce both 
the Super-resolution medium 1 and the regular medium. Since 
the identification can be carried out by use of low reproduc 
tion laser power for a regular medium, electricity consump 
tion of the reproducing device 10 is suppressed, and further 
more, breakage of the regular medium is prevented, caused by 
the reproduction laser powerfor the Super-resolution medium 
1 

0101. As described above, in the present embodiment, the 
reproduction clock Switching information is recorded in the 
Super-resolution medium 1, and the reproducing device 10 
switches the reproduction clock based on the reproduction 
clock Switching information in order to reproduce Super 
resolution medium 1. However, the arrangement may be one 
in which the reproduction clock is switched based on an 
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identification result of the optical information recording 
medium. In Such a case, recording of the reproduction clock 
Switching signal in the Super-resolution medium 1 is not 
necessary. 
0102 The following description explains a reason for 
Switching a reproduction clock between the Super-resolution 
medium 1 and the regular medium, by discussing an example 
in which a regular medium only for reproduction is repro 
duced by use of (i) a reproduction clock for a regular medium 
and (ii) a reproduction clock for a Super-resolution medium, 
with reference to FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b). The regular medium is 
(1, 7) RLL modulated. Namely, pre-pits are provided on a 
Substrate which pre-pits have lengths in a range of a length of 
a shortest pre-pit 2T to a length of a longest pre-pit 8T, where 
a length T is a standard channel pit length. 
0103) The optical information recording medium repro 
duces a signal, by (i) irradiating reproduction laser to a pre-pit 
provided on a Substrate, and (ii) binarizing an output signal 
obtained due to light of the reproduction laser thus reflected, 
based on whether or not the output signal is greater than a 
slice level set in the reproducing device. 
0104 FIG. 7(a) illustrates a state in which (i) the regular 
medium is reproduced by use of a reproduction clock for the 
regular medium, and (ii) a signal thus obtained due to the 
reproduction of the regular medium is binarized. An output 
signal corresponds to a respective pre-pit illustrated on a 
lower side of the drawing. FIG.7(b) illustrates a state in which 
(i) the regular medium is reproduced by use of a reproduction 
clock for the Super-resolution medium 1, and (ii) a signal thus 
obtained due to the reproduction of the regular medium is 
binarized. An output signal corresponds to a respective pre 
pit illustrated on a lower side of the drawing. 
0105. The following description explains the case where 
the regular medium is reproduced by use of the reproduction 
clock for the regular medium. As illustrated in FIG. 7(a), a 2T 
pre-pit, a space, and a 4T pre-pit are reproduced. The output 
signal is binarized at the point the output signal corresponds 
to the reproduction clock of the regular medium, as illustrated 
in FIG. 7(a). As a result, the values become “1, 1, 0, 0, 1, 1, 1, 
1. The signal of “1, 1’ is processed as the 2T pre-pit, and the 
signal of “1, 1, 1, 1’ is processed as the 4T pre-pit. A signal 
level V1 at the time of binarizing is sufficiently greater than a 
slice level, as illustrated in FIG. 7(a). Therefore, even if a 
reasonable change occurs due to individual specificity of the 
regular medium and the reproducing device, stable reproduc 
tion is carried out. 
0106 The following description explains a case where the 
regular medium is reproduced by use of the reproduction 
clock for the Super-regular medium 1. Assume that the Super 
resolution medium 1 has a linear density twice as more as the 
regular medium. Therefore, a reproduction clock width for 
the super-resolution medium 1 is half the width of a repro 
duction clock width for the regular medium. 
0107. When the regular medium is reproduced by use of 
the reproduction clock for the Super-resolution1, a signal thus 
binarized becomes “1, 1, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1’, 
as illustrated in FIG. 7(b). As similar to the reproduction of 
the regular medium, the signal of “1, 1, 1, 1’ is processed as 
a 2T pre-pit, and the signal of “1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1” is 
processed as a 4T pre-pit. 
0108. Thus, it is possible to reproduce the regular medium 
by use of the reproduction clock for the super-resolution 
medium 1. However, a signal level V2 is insufficiently 
increased in response to the slice level at the timing in which 
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the value is binarized, as illustrated in FIG. 7(b). This causes 
a higher possibility of reproduction malfunction occurrence 
due to changes caused by individual difference of the regular 
medium and the reproducing device. That is to say, if the 
reproduction is not carried out with a reproduction clock 
Suitable for the optical information recording medium, the 
reliability of the reproduction decreases. 
0109 For example, it is also possible to show in a pseudo 
manner that the regular medium is reproduced by use of a 
reproduction clock for the regular medium, by (i) reproducing 
the regular medium by use of a reproduction clock for a 
Super-regular medium 1, (ii) sliding a timing of binarizing an 
output signal, and (iii) the output signal thus binarized is read 
in by alternately skipping one value. However, Such signal 
processing causes a problem that the process becomes 
extremely complex. Therefore, in order to reproduce the 
regular medium and the Super-resolution medium 1 in an 
optimistic state for each medium, it is required to modify the 
reproduction clock for each case. Therefore, the reproducing 
device 10 switches the reproduction clock between the super 
resolution medium 1 and the regular medium. 
0110. The reproduction clock switching information is 
recorded by use of a pre-pit having a length longer than the 
resolution limit of the optical system in the reproducing 
device 10. Therefore, reproduction by use of the reproduction 
laser power and the reproduction clock for the regular 
medium is possible. As a result, wasteful Switching of the 
reproduction laser power and the reproduction clock is unnec 
essary. 
0111. As described above, the reproducing device 10 
switches the reproduction clock between the regular medium 
and the Super-resolution medium 1. However, in Such case, 
circuit load increases, for example a number of standard 
oscillators provided is increased to two, or the like. In view of 
this, instead of Switching the reproduction clock, a reproduc 
tion speed may be varied. 
0112 For example, with a super-resolution medium 1 
which has twice a linear density of a regular medium, a 
transmission speed of a signal to be reproduced is also slowed 
down to half the speed when a reproduction speed is varied 
and slows down to half the speed. Therefore, problems such 
as the decrease in reproduction reliability is prevented, even if 
the reproduction clock is not switched. Therefore, the repro 
ducing device 10 may be arranged so that the reproduction 
speed is varied instead of switching the reproduction clock. In 
Such case, the reproduction speed may be varied based on the 
reproduction speed Switching information recorded in the 
medium information area 3 of the super-resolution medium 1. 
The reproducing speed may also be varied based on the iden 
tification result of the optical information recording medium. 
In this case, recording of the reproducing speed Switching 
information in the Super-resolution medium 1 is not neces 
Sary. 
0113. With the arrangement in which the reproduction 
speed is varied, although the circuit load is reduced as com 
pared to the arrangement in which the reproducing clock is 
Switched, the transmission speed of the Super-resolution 
medium 1 becomes the same as the transmission speed of the 
regular medium. On the other hand, with the arrangement in 
which the reproduction clock is Switched, the transmission 
speed of the information of the super-resolution medium 1 
can be made faster. 
0114. The reproducing device 10 determines an optimum 
reproduction laser power by increasing reproduction laser 
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power to be irradiated to the test read area 3A of the super 
resolution medium 1, until a reproduction erroris minimized, 
as similar to a method for determining a recording laser power 
in a typical recording and reproducing device. 
0115 However, it is also possible to determine the opti 
mum reproduction laser powerby: (i) forming a test read area 
3A in the super-resolution medium 1 by use of pre-pits that 
are longer than a shortest pre-pit in the pre-pits of the data area 
2 but shorter than a longest pre-pit in the pre-pits of the data 
area 2, and (ii) increasing the reproduction laser power until 
an amplitude of a reproduction signal of the pre-pits in the test 
read area 3A is maximized, as described in First Embodi 
ment. The following description explains this with reference 
to FIG.8. 

0116 Generally, information is recorded in a data area of 
a Super-resolution medium by use of combinations of pre-pits 
and the like of various lengths. Therefore, when the pre-pits of 
various lengths are reproduced in a same reproduction laser 
power, a C/N (carrier to noise ratio) with respect to the pre 
pits of each length differs, therefore a minimum C/N value is 
provided. The minimum value changes according to the 
reproduction laser power, therefore the reproduction laser 
power which causes the pre-pits in various lengths to have the 
maximum C/N minimum values can be considered as the 
optimum reproduction laser power. 
0117 FIG. 8 illustrates the C/N with respect to pre-pits 
when reproduction laser power to be irradiated to a shortest 
pre-pit and a longest pre-pit in the Super-resolution medium 1 
is changed in a range of 1 mW to 5 mW. The shortest pre-pit 
has a length of 0.14 um, and the longest pre-pit has a length of 
0.40m. The graph in FIG. 8 illustrates the C/N in the vertical 
axis, and the reproduction laser power in the horizontal axis. 
0118. As illustrated in FIG. 8, with the shortest pre-pit, the 
C/N monotonously increases as the reproduction laser power 
is increased. On the other hand, with the longest pre-pit, the 
C/N increases until the reproduction laser power reaches 
approximately 2.5 mW, however the C/N starts to decrease 
when the reproduction laser power exceeds approximately 
3.0 mW. With reference to FIG. 8, it is assumable that a graph 
of the C/N with respect to pre-pits of various lengths is posi 
tioned between the graph of the C/N with respect to the 
shortest pre-pit and the graph of the C/N with respect to the 
longest pre-pit. 
0119. It is considered from the above that a reproduction 
laser power in the vicinity of a point where (i) the graph of the 
C/N with respect to the shortest pre-pit and (ii) the graph of 
the C/N with respect to the longest pre-pit intersect with each 
other is the optimum laser powerin which the minimum value 
of the C/N with respect to the pre-pit of various lengths is 
maximized. Furthermore, it can be expected that a pre-pit 
exists which has a length in which (i) the C/N with respect to 
the pre-pit increases until the vicinity of the point thus inter 
secting is reached and (ii) the C/N with respect to the pre-pit 
starts to decrease once the vicinity of the intersection point is 
exceeded. 

I0120 In the present embodiment, the pre-pits as like the 
aforementioned are formed as the test read area 3A, in order 
to adjust the reproduction laser power. Thus, it is possible for 
the reproducing device 10 to determine an optimum repro 
duction laser power in reproduction of the Super-resolution 
medium 1, by increasing the reproduction laser power untilan 
amplitude of the reproduction signal of the pre-pit is maxi 
mized. Of which pre-pit of which length the reproduction 
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laser power corresponds to is dependent on a thin film layer 
including a Super-resolution reproduction film 4 and a reflec 
tion layer 5. 
0121. As described above, an amplitude of a reproduction 
signal is used in order to determine an optimum reproduction 
laser power, therefore it is not necessary to carry out a deter 
mination process for reproduction errors. As a result, an opti 
mum reproduction laser power is quickly determined. In 
addition, the test read area 3A is provided in the medium 
information area 3, therefore it is possible to quickly adjust 
the reproduction laser power of the data area 2. 
0122 The test read area 3A is not limited to the above 
pre-pits. For example, the shortest pre-pit and the longest 
pre-pit may be formed as the test read area 3A. In Such case, 
the reproducing device 10 can determine the optimum repro 
duction laser power in reproduction of the Super-resolution 
medium 1, by increasing the reproduction laser power until 
the amplitudes of the reproduction signals for each of the 
shortest and longest pre-pit match each other. 
0123. The reproducing device 10 may also determine the 
optimum reproduction laser power in the following method: 
(i) a C/N slightly lower than the point thus intersecting is set 
as a C/N threshold value, and a signal amplitude correspond 
ing to the C/N threshold value is set as an amplitude threshold 
value, and (ii) the reproduction laser power is increased by the 
reproducing device until the amplitude is not less than the 
amplitude threshold value. A C/N obtained from a pre-pit 
made from a same master disc is substantially the same 
between the optical information recording mediums, pro 
vided that the thin film layer which includes the Super-reso 
lution reproduction layer 4 and the reflection layer 5 is the 
same. Therefore, it is possible to use the amplitude threshold 
value as it is for a same master disc. 

0.124. The reproduction laser power determination method 
usable in the present invention is not limited to the above 
method. For example, the reproduction laser power may be (i) 
recorded in the medium information area 3 in advance, or (ii) 
substantially determined or determined based on the medium 
identification information itself. In the former case where the 
reproduction laser power is recorded in the medium informa 
tion area 3 in advance, a combined use of (i) the medium 
identification information, and (ii) the method determining an 
optimum reproduction laser power by increasing the repro 
duction laser power to be irradiated to the test read area 3A 
until a reproduction error is minimized, enables accurate 
determination of the reproduction laser power. As a result, 
determination of the reproduction laser power is quickened, 
thereby a start-up time of the reproducing device quickens. 
On the other hand, in the latter case where the reproduction 
laser power is substantially determined or determined based 
on the medium identification information itself, as long as the 
clock Switching information or linear Velocity modification 
information is concurrently included in a medium identifica 
tion number, other information required for reproduction may 
be recorded as similar to the data area 2. In such case, capacity 
of the data area 2 is secured even more, thereby allowing an 
increase in recording capacitance of the medium. 
0.125. The following description explains a track pitch of 
the data area 2 (Tp) shown in FIG. 2) and a track pitch of the 
medium information area 3 (TpR shown in FIG. 2). The track 
pitch TpD of the data area 2 is desirably the same as or 
narrower than the track pitch TpR of the medium information 
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area 3. FIG. 2 illustrates a case where the track pitch TpD of 
the data area 2 is narrower than the track pitch TpR of the 
medium information area 3. 
0.126 If the track pitch Tpl) of the data area 2 and the track 
pitch TpR of the medium information area 3 are the same, 
although it is not possible to increase the number of tracks in 
the data area 2, it is possible to increase density of recorded 
information without providing a mechanism to change the 
track pitch in the reproducing device 10. 
I0127. On the other hand, if the track pitch Tp) of the data 
area 2 is narrower than the track pitch TpR of the medium 
information area 3, it is possible to increase the number of 
tracks in the data area 2, thereby allowing further increase in 
density of recorded information. However, it is necessary to 
provide in the reproducing device a mechanism for changing 
the track pitch. A laser spot is shrunken in a pseudo manner by 
use of the Super-resolution reproduction layer 6, even in this 
case. Therefore, no deterioration in cross talk characteristic 
nor unstableness in tracking occur. 
I0128. The following description explains the Super-reso 
lution reproduction layer 6 illustrated in FIG. 3. The super 
resolution reproduction layer 6 desirably is a metal oxide 
film, particularly a metal oxide film made from metal oxides 
Such as Zinc oxide, cerium oxide, or titanium oxide, or is an 
inorganic film whose main component is the Zinc oxide, 
cerium oxide, or titanium oxide. Such Super-resolution repro 
duction layer 6 attains excellent Super-resolution character 
istics and sufficient reproduction durability. The following 
description explains a reason why the effect is attained, with 
reference to FIG. 9. 
I0129 FIG. 9 illustrates a spatial resolution of the super 
resolution medium 1, when a metal oxide film is used as the 
super-resolution reproduction layer 6. The metal oxide film is 
formed by applying approximately 120 nm of Zinc oxide, 
cerium oxide or titanium oxide by Sputtering. The arrange 
ment of the super-resolution medium 1 which includes the 
metal oxide film as the super-resolution reproduction layer 6 
is as similar to that of FIG. 3, arranged such that a reflection 
layer 5 and a super-resolution reproduction layer 6 (the metal 
oxide film), and also a cover layer 7 are provided on a sub 
strate 4. The substrate 4 and the cover layer 7 are made of 
polycarbonate, and the reflection layer 5 is made of aluminum 
nickel film having a thickness of 50 nm. Reproduction of the 
Super-resolution medium 1 is carried out by an evaluation 
machine including an optical system which has a reproduc 
tion laser wavelength of 408 nm and a numerical aperture NA 
of 0.65. A reproduction laser power Pr is set as 3.5 m W. A 
reproduction laser power for a regular medium is usually 
around 1.0 mW. 

I0130. As clearly shown in FIG.9, the C/N is detected for 
all three types of metal oxide films, even for the pre-pits that 
are shorter than the resolution limit of the optical system in 
the evaluation machine. That is to say, it is obvious that the 
three types of metal oxide films are usable as the super 
resolution reproduction layer. Super-resolution characteris 
tics of the three types of metal oxide films improve in order of 
titanium oxide, cerium oxide and Zinc oxide. Particularly, the 
Zinc oxide and the cerium oxide show better super-resolution 
characteristics than the titanium oxide. 
0131 Furthermore, the metal oxide film excels in durabil 
ity against temperature change due to heat, as compared to 
organic materials. Therefore, the metal oxide film excels in 
reproduction durability as compared to a Super-resolution 
reproduction layer made of organic material disclosed in 
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Patent Document 2. A result of a reproduction durability test 
carried out for the super-resolution medium 1 which uses Zinc 
oxide as the Super-resolution reproduction layer 6 showed no 
deterioration, as assumed. Specifically, it is possible to realize 
a Super-resolution medium 1 which excels in Super-resolution 
characteristic and reproduction durability as compared to a 
conventional Super-resolution medium, by use of the Zinc 
oxide film as the Super-resolution reproduction layer 6. 
0132) The Embodiment above is explained by discussing 
the super-resolution medium 1 only for reproduction whose 
cross sectional structure is of the BD type as an example, 
however the present invention is not limited to this, and is 
applicable to various optical information recording mediums 
as illustrated in FIGS. 10 through 12. 
0.133 FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) illustrate a rewritable 
medium: FIG. 10(a) illustrates a BD type cross sectional 
structure, and FIG. 10(b) illustrates a DVD type cross sec 
tional structure. FIG. 11 illustrates a medium only for repro 
duction having a DVD type cross sectional structure. FIGS. 
12(a) and 12(b) illustrate a medium only for reproduction; 
FIG. 12(a) illustrates a cross sectional structure in which the 
reflection layer 5 as illustrated in FIG. 3 is a light absorbing 
layer which absorbs reproduction laser and converts the 
reproduction laser to heat, and FIG. 10(b) illustrates a cross 
sectional structure in which the reflection layer illustrated in 
FIG. 11 is a light absorbing layer. 
0134. The rewritable medium whose cross sectional struc 
ture is of a BD type, as illustrated in FIG.10(a), is arranged so 
that a reflection layer 31, a recording layer 32, and a Super 
resolution reproduction layer 33 are layered on a substrate 30 
in this order, and is further provided with a cover layer34. The 
rewritable medium whose cross sectional structure is of a 
DVD type, as illustrated in FIG. 10(b), is arranged so that a 
super-resolution reproduction layer 36, a recording layer 37, 
and a reflection layer38 are layered on a transparent substrate 
35 in this order, and is further provided with a cover layer 39. 
The medium only for reproduction whose cross sectional 
structure is of a DVD type, as illustrated in FIG. 11, is 
arranged so that a Super-resolution reproduction layer 41 and 
a reflection layer 42 are layered on a transparent substrate 40 
in this order, and is further provided with a cover layer 43. 
0135 The medium only for reproduction whose cross sec 
tional structure is of a BD type, as illustrated in FIG. 12(a), is 
arranged so that a light absorbing layer 45 and a Super-reso 
lution reproduction layer 46 are layered on a substrate 44 in 
this order, and is further provided with a cover layer 47. The 
medium only for reproduction whose cross sectional struc 
ture is of a DVD type, as illustrated in FIG. 12(b), is arranged 
so that a Super-resolution reproduction layer 49 and a light 
absorbing layer 50 are layered on a transparent substrate 48 in 
this order, and is further provided with a cover layer 51. 
0.136 Generally, when reproduction of (i) a super-resolu 
tion medium having a Super-resolution reproduction layer 
made of a metal oxide film or (ii) a Super-resolution medium 
using a Super-resolution reproduction layer described in 
Patent Document 2 is to be carried out, a temperature in a laser 
spot generated due to the reproduction laser is required to be 
increased to at least a predetermined temperature. As illus 
trated in FIGS. 12(a) and 12(b), the temperature in the laser 
spot is easily increased in an arrangement which includes the 
light absorbing layer 45 or 50, thereby sensitivity is 
improved. 
0.137 As a result, the reproduction laser power can be set 
low, thereby allowing reduction of electricity consumption of 
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the reproducing device. A Super-resolution medium which 
uses the Super-resolution reproduction layer made of Zinc 
oxide particularly showed improvement in sensitivity. In 
addition, reproduction durability further improves, because 
of a decrease in requirement of the Super-resolution repro 
duction layer to absorb the reproduction laser and generate 
heat by the super-resolution reproduction layer itself. Specific 
materials used for the light absorbing layers 45 and 50 encom 
pass Si, Ge, or an alloy whose main component is Si and/or 
Ge, however the material used for the light absorbing layer is 
not limited to this. 
0.138 A heat releasing layer which releases heat generated 
due to irradiation of the reproduction laser may be provided in 
the Super-resolution medium 1 and the various optical infor 
mation recording mediums illustrated in FIGS. 10 through 
12. FIG. 13 illustrates across sectional structure where aheat 
releasing layer 52 is provided in a medium only for reproduc 
tion as illustrated in FIG. 12(a), whose cross sectional struc 
ture is of a BD type. Excess accumulation of heat generated 
due to irradiation of the reproduction laser is prevented by 
providing the heat releasing layer 52. Therefore, reproduction 
durability is improved, thereby signal reproduction of a fur 
ther high reliability is carried out. Signal reproduction having 
a further high reproduction durability and reliability is pos 
sible, by forming the heat releasing layer 52 by use of a highly 
heat-conductive metal film. 
0.139. The metal film of the heat releasing layer has a high 
reflection rate. Thus, the heat releasing layer also functions as 
a reflection layer. Therefore, a reflection layer is not neces 
sarily provided when the heat releasing layer is provided. 
0140 AS long as the film arrangement shows Super-reso 
lution characteristics, the film arrangement of the Super-reso 
lution medium claimed in the present application is not lim 
ited to the above. For example, the film arrangement may be 
one described in Patent Documents, or may be film arrange 
ments described in International Patent No. WO2002/058060 
and so-called Super Lens, described in Appl. Phys. Lett, 73. 
2O78-2O8O. 

0141 Finally, blocks of the control section 19 of the opti 
cal information recording medium reproducing device 10 
may be realized by way of hardware or software as executed 
by a CPU as follows. 
0142. The optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device 10 includes a CPU (central processing unit) 
and memory devices (memory media). The CPU (central 
processing unit) executes instructions in control programs 
realizing the functions. The memory devices include a ROM 
(read only memory) which contains programs, a RAM (ran 
dom access memory) to which the programs are loaded, and 
a memory containing the programs and various data. The 
objective of the present invention can also be achieved by 
mounting to the optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device 10 a computer-readable storage medium con 
taining control program code (executable program, interme 
diate code program, or source program) of the control 
program of the control section 19 for the optical information 
recording medium reproducing device 10, which is Software 
realizing the aforementioned functions, in order for the com 
puter (or CPU, MPU) to retrieve and execute the program 
code contained in the storage medium. 
0143. The recording medium may be, for example, a tape, 
Such as a magnetic tape or a cassette tape; a magnetic disk, 
Such as a floppy (Registered Trademark) disk or a hard disk, 
oran optical disk, such as CD-ROM/MO/MD/DVD/CD-R; a 
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card, such as an IC card (memory card) or an optical card; or 
a semiconductor memory, such as a mask ROM/EPROM/ 
EEPROMA flash ROM. 

0144. The optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device 10 may be arranged to be connectable to a 
communications network So that the program code may be 
delivered over the communications network. The communi 
cations network is not limited in any particular manner, and 
may be, for example, the Internet, an intranet, extranet, LAN, 
ISDN, VAN, CATV communications network, virtual dedi 
cated network (virtual private network), telephone line net 
work, mobile communications network, or satellite commu 
nications network. The transfer medium which makes up the 
communications network is not limited in any particular man 
ner, and may be, for example, wired line, such as IEEE 1394, 
USB, electric power line, cable TV line, telephone line, or 
ADSL line; or wireless, such as infrared radiation (IrDA, 
remote control), Bluetooth, 802.11 wireless, HDR, mobile 
telephone network, satellite line, or terrestrial digital net 
work. The present invention encompasses a carrier wave or 
data signal transmission in which the program code is embod 
ied electronically. 
0145 As the optical information recording medium, vari 
ous optical discs may be suggested. Such as optical scanning 
discs such as CD-ROM (Compact Disk Read Only Memory), 
CD-R (Compact Disk Recordable), CD-RW (Compact Disk 
Rewritable), DVD-ROM (Digital Versatile Disk Read Only 
Memory), DVD-RW (Digital Versatile Disk Rewritable), BD 
(Blu-ray Disc), and BD (Blu-ray Disc)-ROM, magneto-opti 
cal discs, phase-change discs, and the like. The present inven 
tion is not limited to a particular recording type or a particular 
size of the optical information recording medium. 
0146 Furthermore, the optical information recording 
medium reproducing device encompasses a device only for 
reproduction or only for recording, as well as a device capable 
of carrying out both reproduction and recording. The optical 
information recording medium reproducing device may be 
portable type or non-portable type. 
0147 The invention being thus described, it will be obvi 
ous that the same way may be varied in many ways. Such 
variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit 
and scope of the invention, and all such modifications as 
would be obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be 
included within the scope of the following claims. 
0148 A Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is preferably arranged such that the second area has a test 
write read area in which (i) information for adjusting laser 
light power for recording the content to the first area and (ii) 
information for adjusting laser light power for reproducing 
the content recorded in the first area are recordable; and 
recording marks in the test write read area are formed having 
a same recording density and modulation type as the record 
ing marks to be formed in the first area. 
0149. In order to determine laser light powerfor recording 
contents (hereafter referred to as recording laser power), a 
conventional recording and reproducing device gradually 
raises recording laser power until a reproduction error speci 
fied by a standard is minimized. At a point the reproduction 
error is increased, the conventional recording and reproduc 
ing device determines that the recording laser power imme 
diately before the increase is an optimum recording laser 
power. 
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0150 Reproduction of a regular medium does not require 
determination of an optimum reproduction laser powerfor the 
reproducing device. This is because (i) the laser light power 
for reproducing contents (hereafter referred to as reproduc 
tion laser power) is standardized in accordance with a differ 
ence of laser power between reproducing devices, and (ii) 
reproduction characteristic of a regular medium is hardly 
dependent on the reproduction laser power unless the regular 
medium is broken or the like. 

0151. However, different to the regular medium, there are 
many cases with the Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium where reproduction itself is impossible 
unless the reproduction laser power is optimized. Different to 
the conventional recording film and the like, an optimum 
reproduction laser power differs greatly depending on a type 
of reproduction layer, the reproduction layer thus causing 
Super-resolution reproduction by utilization of the reproduc 
tion laser power. Therefore, with the super-resolution optical 
information recording medium, optimization of the reproduc 
tion laser power is required to be carried out concurrently 
with the optimization of the recording laser power, in a 
method as similar to the determination method of the afore 
mentioned recording laser power. 
0152. Accordingly, a test write read area is further pro 
vided in the second area of a recordable/reproducible super 
resolution optical information recording medium according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. In the test write 
read area, (i) laser light power to be used for recording con 
tents to the first area and (ii) information which adjusts the 
laser light power to be used for reproducing contents in the 
first area are recorded, each in a same recording density and 
modulation type as the recording marks to be recorded in the 
first area. More specifically, for example, laser power to be 
used for recording is gradually raised, and a plurality of 
information is recorded to the write read area. Thereafter, 
each of the plurality of information is reproduced, while 
gradually raising the laser power to be used for the reproduc 
tion. As a result, a combination of a laser power to be used for 
recording and a laser power to be used for reproducing, in 
which a reproduction error is minimized, is obtained. That is 
to say, this obtained value is the optimum laser power to be 
used for recording and the optimum laser power to be used for 
reproducing, for the first area. As such, an effect is attained 
that information recording and information reproduction in 
the first area are appropriately carried out. 
0153. The test write read area is provided in the second 
area, therefore an effect is attained that the recording laser 
power and the reproduction laser power are adjusted without 
losing recording capacitance in the first area. 
0154. After information is recorded in the test write read 
area, the test write read area becomes a test read area. This is 
because no new information needs to be recorded in the test 
write read area, once information is recorded therein. 
0155 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to the embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is preferably 
arranged such that in the second area, the test write read area 
is provided at a position closer to the first area than the pre-pits 
are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded. 

0156 According to the arrangement, efficient information 
recording and/or information reproduction is possible. The 
following description explains a reason why the efficient 
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information recording and/or information reproduction is 
possible, with reference to examples. 
0157 For example, a medium in which (i) a second area is 
provided at an inner circumferential part of the medium than 
a first area, and (ii) a test write read area is provided in the 
second area on an inner circumferential side of a pre-pit 
recorded with medium identification information (namely, a 
medium in which the test write read area is provided at a 
position far from the first area than the pre-pit recorded with 
the medium identification information), carries out reproduc 
tion in the following method. It is assumed that the medium 
already has contents recorded therein. 
0158 First, the reproducing device reproduces the 
medium identification information in order to identify a type 
of the medium. An optical head is moved to the test write read 
area provided on the further inner circumferential side of the 
medium, whereby a test write read is carried out. This deter 
mines recording laser power, reproduction laser power and 
the like. Thereafter, again, the optical head is moved to the 
first area provided on an outer circumferential side of pre-pits 
in which the medium identification information is recorded, 
whereby contents recorded in the first area is reproduced. As 
Such, the reproducing device requires the optical head to 
reciprocate in order to start reproduction, if the test write read 
area is provided in the second area at a position far from the 
first area than the pre-pits are in which the medium identifi 
cation information is recorded. As a result, problems occur 
that (i) reproduction start-up time is increased, and (ii) break 
age rate of the reproducing device caused by complex move 
ment of the optical head is increased. 
0159. In comparison, the optical head just requires to 
move in one direction if the test write read area is provided in 
the second area at a position closer to the first area than the 
pre-pits are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, as in the embodiment of the present invention. 
Thereby, the optical head does not need to make any complex 
movements. Therefore, an effect is attained that reproduction 
start-up time is shortened, and breakage rate of the reproduc 
ing device is reduced. 
0160 The above description explains a case where the test 
write read area is provided closer to the first area than the 
pre-pits are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, in a radius direction. However, it is not limited to 
this, and the same applies for a case where the test write read 
area is provided closer to the first area in a direction in which 
the pre-pits are arranged (same direction as a direction in 
which reproduction is carried out). The same also applies for 
the following description which describes pre-pits provided 
close to or far from the first area. 

0161 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is preferably arranged such that, in addition to the above 
arrangement, in the second area, reproduction speed informa 
tion for reproduction of the content in the first area is 
recorded, by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave por 
tions and/or protrusions and that are not shorter than the 
resolution limit of the optical system in the reproducing 
device; and the pre-pits in which the reproduction speed 
information is recorded are provided at a position far from the 
first area than the test write read area is. 
0162 According to the arrangement, a recordable/repro 
ducible Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
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can reproduce reproduction speed information by use of 
reproduction laser power optimum for a regular optical infor 
mation recording medium. 
0163 The reproduction speed information encompass (i) 
so-called reproduction information required to obtain an ana 
log waveform which can be digitized, when an appropriate 
reproduction laser is irradiated, and (ii) digital processing 
information required in order to digitize an analog waveform 
reproduced so as to reproduce contents and the like. 
0164. The reproduction information includes, for 
example, reproduction speed range information. The repro 
duction speed range information is information for specifying 
reproduction speed in order to stably obtain an analog wave 
form based on Super-resolution reproduction. This is because 
in a case where the Super-resolution reproduction is possible 
by use of heat, if the reproduction speed is too fast, Super 
resolution reproduction is impossible because of insufficient 
heat, whereas if the speed is too slow, the heat energy to be 
generated is too great, thereby causing damage to the 
medium. 

0.165. The digital processing information includes, for 
example, reproduction clock Switching information and 
reproduction speed Switching information. The reproduction 
clock Switching information and the reproduction speed 
Switching information are information required in order to 
digitize an obtained analog waveform, when random patterns 
(later described in details) having different recording densi 
ties is reproduced. More details are later described. 
(0166 In the embodiment of the present invention, the 
above arrangement allows, in the second area, determination 
of reproduction laser power to be used for reproducing con 
tents recorded in the first area, provided that the reproduction 
speed information is obtained. Specifically, it is possible to 
digitize an analog waveform obtained in a reproduction speed 
at which stable Super-resolution reproduction can be attained, 
in a state adapted to a recording density of the test write read 
area. Therefore, an effect is attained that no mistakes occur in 
the determination of the reproduction laser power. 
0167. The reproduction speed denotes a linear velocity in 
reproduction (a relative velocity of the optical head in a repro 
duction position reproducing direction, due to rotation of the 
medium caused by the spindle motor in order to reproduce the 
medium). 
0.168. It is possible to appropriately digitize the analog 
waveform obtained at a reproduction speed at which stable 
Super-resolution reproduction can be attained, even in repro 
duction of the contents recorded in the first area. Therefore, it 
is possible to stably reproduce the contents. 
0169. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the arrangement, is preferably arranged 
Such that in the second area, recording condition information 
for recording the content to the first area is recorded, by use of 
pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or protru 
sions and that are not shorter than the resolution limit of the 
optical system in the reproducing device; and the pre-pits in 
which the recording condition information is recorded are 
provided at a position far from the first area than the test write 
read area is. 

0170 According to the arrangement, the recordable/re 
producible Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is capable of reproducing the recording condition information 
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by use of reproduction power optimum for a regular optical 
information recording medium. 
0171 In addition, an effect is attained that a reproduction 
laser power can be determined at the test write read area based 
on the recording condition information, and as a result, a 
determination mistake of the reproduction laser power does 
not occur. The recording condition information includes not 
only the recording laser power, but also removal laser power 
to be used for forming the recording marks, a pulse width and 
a timing of a laser, and the like. 
0172. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is preferably 
arranged Such that in the second area, area position informa 
tion for specifying a position in the first area is recorded, by 
use of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions and that have a same recording density and modu 
lation type as the recording marks in the first area; and the 
pre-pits in which the area position information is recorded are 
provided at a position closer to the first area than the test write 
read area is. 

0173 According to the arrangement, for example, after 
the determination of the reproduction laser power, reproduc 
tion of the area position information without making any 
changes to the determined reproduction laser power may be 
carried out. This simplifies the movement of the optical head 
(movement in one direction). Thus, an effect is attained that 
efficient information recording and/or information reproduc 
tion is possible. In addition, according to the arrangement, the 
second area can be made narrow, and the first area be made 
broad, thereby attaining an effect that information recording 
capacitance is increased as a result. 
0.174. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is preferably 
arranged Such that a track pitch of the first area is same as or 
narrower than a track pitch of the second area. 
0.175. According to the arrangement, the recordable/re 
producible Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium has a track pitch of the first area the same as or 
narrower than a track pitch of the second area. 
0176 When the track pitch of the first area and the track 
pitch of the second area are the same, it is not possible to 
increase the number of tracks in the first area, however an 
effect is attained that density of recorded information is 
increasable without providing a mechanism for changing the 
track pitch. On the other hand, when the track pitch of the first 
area is made narrower than the track pitch of the second area, 
it is possible to increase the number of tracks in the first area. 
Therefore, an effect is attained that the density of the recorded 
information is further increasable. However, in order to 
increase the density, a mechanism which makes changes to 
the track pitch is required to be provided to the reproducing 
device. 

0177. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is preferably arranged Such that the second area has a test read 
area in which pre-pits are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions, which pre-pits adjust laser light power for repro 
ducing the content in the first area, the pre-pits of the test read 
area are formed in a same recording density and modulation 
type as the pre-pits in the first area. 
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0.178 As described above, optimization of reproduction 
laser power is necessary in a Super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording medium. 
0179 Accordingly, in a super-resolution optical informa 
tion recording medium only for reproduction according to an 
embodiment of the present invention, a test read area is fur 
ther provided in the second area of the super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium, and in the test read area, 
pre-pits are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, 
which pre-pits adjust laser light power for reproducing the 
content recorded in the first area. Thus, an effect is attained 
that information reproduction is appropriately carried out in 
the first area. 
0180. The test read area is provided in the second area, 
therefore an effect is attained that reproduction laser power is 
adjusted without losing recording capacitance of the first 
aca. 

0181. The pre-pits in the test read area may be longer than 
a shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first area but 
shorter than alongest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first 
area. This eliminates a need to carry out determination pro 
cessing of the reproduction errors in order to determine opti 
mum reproduction power. As a result, an effect is attained that 
an optimum reproduction power is quickly determined, and a 
start-up time of a reproducing device is shortened. The reason 
why the optimum reproduction power is more quickly deter 
mined due to having the pre-pits longer than the shortest 
pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first area but shorter than 
the longest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first area, is 
described in the embodiments. 
0182. The test read area is provided in the second area, 
therefore an effect is attained that reproduction power of the 
first area is quickly adjusted. 
0183 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is arranged Such 
that in the second area, the test read area is provided at a 
position closer to the first area than the pre-pits are in which 
the medium identification information is recorded. 
0184. According to the arrangement, efficient information 
recording and/or information reproduction is possible. The 
following description explains its reason with reference to an 
example. 
0185. For example, a medium in which (i) a second area is 
provided at an inner circumferential part of the medium than 
the first area, and (ii) a test read area is provided in the second 
area on an inner circumferential side of a pre-pit recorded 
with medium identification information (namely, a medium 
in which the test read area is provided at a position far from 
the first area than the pre-pits are in which the medium iden 
tification information is recorded), carries out reproduction in 
the following method. 
0186 First, the reproducing device reproduces the 
medium identification information in order to identify a type 
of the medium. An optical head is moved to the test read area 
provided on a further inner circumferential side of the 
medium, by which a test read is carried out. This determines 
reproduction laser power and the like. Thereafter, the optical 
head is moved to the first area provided on an outer circum 
ferential side of the pre-pits in which the medium identifica 
tion information is recorded, by which the content recorded in 
the first area is reproduced. As such, the reproducing device 
requires the optical head to reciprocate in order to start repro 
duction, if the test read area is provided in the second area at 
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a position far from the first area than the pre-pits are in which 
the medium identification information is recorded. As a 
result, problems occur that (i) reproduction start-up time is 
increased, and (ii) breakage rate of the reproducing device 
caused by complex movement of the optical head is 
increased. 
0187. In comparison, the optical head just requires to 
move in one direction if the test read area is provided in the 
second area at a position closer to the first area than the 
pre-pits are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, as in the embodiment of the present invention. 
Thereby, the optical head does not need to make any complex 
movements. Therefore, an effect is attained that reproduction 
start-up time is shortened, and breakage rate of the reproduc 
ing device is reduced. 
0188 The above description explains a case where the test 
read area is provided closer to the first area than the pre-pits 
are in which the medium identification information is 
recorded, in a radius direction. However, it is not limited to 
this, and the same applies for a case where the test read area 
is provided closer to the first area in a direction in which the 
pre-pits are arranged (same direction as a direction in which 
reproduction is carried out). The same also applies for the 
following description which describes pre-pits provided 
close to or far from the first area. 
0189 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is arranged Such 
that in the second area, reproduction speed information for 
reproduction of the content recorded in the first area is 
recorded, by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave por 
tions and/or protrusions and that are not shorter than the 
resolution limit of the optical system in the reproducing 
device, the pre-pits thus recorded with the reproduction speed 
information are provided at a position far from the first area 
than the test read area is. 
0190. According to the arrangement, the super-resolution 
optical information recording medium only for reproduction 
according to an embodiment of the present invention is 
capable of reproducing the reproduction speed information 
by use of reproduction laser power optimum for a regular 
optical information recording device. 
0191 The reproduction speed information encompass (i) 
so-called reproduction information required to obtain an ana 
log waveform which can be digitized, when an appropriate 
reproduction laser is irradiated, and (ii) digital processing 
information required in order to digitize an analog waveform 
reproduced so as to reproduce contents and the like. 
0.192 The reproduction information includes, for 
example, reproduction speed range information. The repro 
duction speed range information is information for specifying 
reproduction speed in order to stably obtain an analog wave 
form based on Super-resolution reproduction. This is because 
in a case where the Super-resolution reproduction is possible 
by use of heat, if the reproduction speed is too fast, Super 
resolution reproduction is impossible because of insufficient 
heat, whereas if the speed is too slow, the heat energy to be 
generated is too great, thereby causing damage to the 
medium. 
0193 The digital processing information includes, for 
example, reproduction clock Switching information and 
reproduction speed Switching information. The reproduction 
clock Switching information and the reproduction speed 
Switching information are information required in order to 
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digitize an obtained analog waveform, when random patterns 
(later described in details) having different recording densi 
ties is reproduced. More details are later described. 
0194 In the embodiment of the present invention, the 
above arrangement allows, in the second area, determination 
of reproduction laser power to be used for reproducing con 
tents recorded in the first area, provided that the reproduction 
speed information is obtained. Specifically, it is possible to 
digitize the analog waveform obtained at a reproduction 
speed at which stable Super-resolution reproduction can be 
attained, in a state adapted to the recording density of the test 
read area. Therefore, an effect is attained that no mistakes 
occur in the determination of the reproduction laser power. 
0.195 The reproduction speed denotes a linear velocity in 
reproduction (a relative velocity of the optical head in a repro 
duction position reproducing direction, due to rotation of the 
medium caused by the spindle motor in order to reproduce the 
medium). 
0196. It is possible to appropriately digitize the analog 
waveform obtained at a reproduction speed at which stable 
Super-resolution reproduction can be attained, even in repro 
duction of the contents recorded in the first area. Therefore, it 
is possible to stably reproduce the contents. 
0197) The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is arranged Such 
that in the second area, area position information for speci 
fying a position in the first area is recorded in the second area, 
by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions and that have a same recording density and modu 
lation type as the recording marks in the first area, the pre-pits 
in which the area position information is recorded are pro 
vided at a position closer to the first area than the test read area 
1S 

0198 According to the arrangement, for example, after 
the determination of the reproduction laser power, reproduc 
tion of the area position information without making any 
changes to the determined reproduction laser power may be 
carried out. This simplifies the movement of the optical head 
(movement in one direction). Thus, an effect is attained that 
efficient information recording and/or information reproduc 
tion is possible. In addition, according to the arrangement, the 
second area can be made narrow, and the first area be made 
broad, thereby attaining an effect that information recording 
capacitance is increased as a result. 
0199. A medium unique number adopted in DVD (Digital 
Versatile Disk) and the like used for copy protection is dif 
ferent for each manufactured medium. Therefore, the 
medium unique number cannot be formed by compression 
molding of highly productive Substrates as like the pre-pits, 
and is usually created by forming a groove section on the 
substrate by a laser or the like, at the end of manufacturing the 
medium. 
0200 A wavelength of a significant output laser to be used 
in order to create the medium unique signal increases in cost 
if the wavelength is of a shortwavelength, as like one used in 
optical disc reproduction. Therefore, usually, the wavelength 
is made longer than the one used in the optical disc reproduc 
tion (the wavelengths are long, therefore a small groove sec 
tion obviously cannot be made). In addition, since a groove 
section is formed by use of significant power laser, the 
medium unique signal has damage in the first place. There 
fore, there is a high possibility that reproduction by use of 
high laser power which readily gives damage may cause 
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reproduction deterioration of the medium unique signal. As 
Such, the reproduction of the medium unique signal is pref 
erably carried out by use of low laser power. 
0201 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the above arrangement, is preferably 
arranged such that in the second area, unique number pres 
ence/absence information for determining whether a unique 
number is present or absent is recorded, by use of pre-pits that 
are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions and that 
are not shorter than the resolution limit of the optical system 
in the reproducing device, the pre-pits in which the unique 
number presence/absence information is recorded are pro 
vided at a position far from the first area than the test read area 
1S. 

0202 According to the present embodiment, the super 
resolution optical information recording medium only for 
reproduction according to an embodiment of the present 
invention is capable of reproducing a medium unique signal 
by use of reproduction laser power optimum for a regular 
optical information recording medium, that is, low laser 
power. Therefore, the medium unique signal is securely 
reproduced. In addition, no wasteful Switching of laser power 
is carried out. Thus, an effect is attained that efficient infor 
mation recording and/or information reproduction is pos 
sible. 
0203 The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, in addition to the arrangement, is preferably arranged 
Such that a track pitch of the first area is same as or narrower 
than a track pitch of the second area. 
0204 According to the arrangement, the Super-resolution 
optical information recording medium only for reproduction 
according to the embodiment of the present invention has a 
track pitch in the first area the same or narrower than a track 
pitch of the second area. 
0205 When the track pitch of the first area and the track 
pitch of the second area are the same, it is not possible to 
increase the number of tracks in the first area, however an 
effect is attained that density of the recorded information is 
increasable without providing a mechanism for changing the 
track pitch. On the other hand, when the track pitch of the 
second area is made narrower than the first area, it is possible 
to increase the number of tracks in the first area. Therefore, an 
effect is attained that density of the recorded information 
further increasable. However, in order to increase the density, 
a mechanism which makes changes to the track pitch is 
required to be provided to the reproducing device. 
0206. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
is provided; and at least a recording layer and a Super-reso 
lution reproducing layer layered on the Substrate in this order, 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 
film. 
0207. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
is provided; and at least a Super-resolution reproduction layer 
and a recording layer layered on the Substrate in this order, the 
Super-resolution reproduction layer being a metal oxide film. 
0208 According to the arrangement, a film arrangement 
of a recordable/reproducible super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording medium according to an embodiment of the 
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present invention may be of a DVD type or a BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) type. Since the Super-resolution reproducing layer is a 
metal oxide film which has thermal resistance, an effect is 
attained that reproduction durability of the super-resolution 
optical information recording medium is improved. 
0209. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
and the second area are provided; and at least a reflection 
layer and a Super-resolution reproducing layer layered on the 
Substrate in this order, the Super-resolution reproducing layer 
being a metal oxide film. 
0210. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
and the second area are provided; and at least a Super-resolu 
tion reproducing layer and a reflection layer layered on the 
Substrate in this order, the Super-resolution reproducing layer 
being a metal oxide film. 
0211. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
and the second area are provided; and at least a light absorb 
ing layer and a Super-resolution reproducing layer layered on 
the substrate in this order, the light absorbing layer absorbing 
reproduction light and converting the reproduction light to 
heat, and the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal 
oxide film. 
0212. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably further includes: a substrate on which the first area 
and the second area are provided; and at least a Super-resolu 
tion reproducing layer and a light absorbing layer layered on 
the substrate in this order, the light absorbing layer absorbing 
reproduction light and converting the reproduction light to 
heat, and the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal 
oxide film. 
0213. According to the arrangement, a film arrangement 
of a recordable/reproducible super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording medium according to an embodiment of the 
present invention may be of a DVD type or a BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) type. Since the Super-resolution reproducing layer is a 
metal oxide film which has thermal resistance, an effect is 
attained that reproduction durability of the super-resolution 
optical information recording medium is improved. 
0214. Furthermore, of the Super-resolution optical infor 
mation recording mediums only for reproduction, in a case of 
the arrangement including the light absorbing layer, an effect 
is attained that reproduction durability is further improved, 
because of a decrease in requirement of the Super-resolution 
reproduction layer to absorb the reproduction laser and gen 
erate heat by the super-resolution reproduction layer itself. 
Even if the reproduction light power is set low, it is possible to 
cause the temperature to rise in order to attain the Super 
resolution characteristic, thereby the effect is attained that 
electricity consumption is reduced in reproduction. 
0215. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is preferably arranged Such that the metal oxide film is an 
inorganic film which is made from titanium oxide, cerium 
oxide, Zinc oxide, or whose main component is titanium 
oxide, cerium oxide, or Zinc oxide. 
0216. According to the arrangement, the reproduction 
durability improves, and further excellent super-resolution 
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characteristics are attained. Thus, an effect is attained that 
reproduction of high density recorded information is carried 
Out. 

0217. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
is preferably arranged Such that the light absorbing layer is 
made from Si, Ge, or an alloy whose main component is Si 
and/or Ge. 
0218. According to the arrangement, if the light absorbing 
layer is made from Si, Ge, oran alloy whose main component 
is Sior Ge, reproduction durability further improves, thereby 
attaining an effect that electrical consumption is reduced in 
reproduction. 
0219. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium according to an embodiment of the present invention 
preferably includes a heat releasing layer for releasing the 
heat generated due to the irradiation of the reproduction light. 
0220 According to the arrangement, it is possible to pre 
vent accumulation of excess heat generated due to the irra 
diation of the reproduction light. As a result, reproduction 
durability further improves, and a further highly reliable sig 
nal reproduction is carried out. 
0221. An optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device according to an embodiment of the present 
invention further preferably includes power control means for 
controlling the reproduction light power from the reproduc 
tion means so that reproduction is carried out by use of the 
reproduction light power suitable for reproduction of the 
Super-resolution optical information recording medium, in 
the case the optical information medium is identified as the 
Super-resolution information recording medium, as a result of 
the identification by the medium identification means. 
0222. With this arrangement, the reproduction device is 
capable of accurately switching the reproduction light power 
to a Suitable reproduction light power in accordance with a 
provided optical information recording medium. Thus, an 
effect is attained Such that appropriate reproduction is carried 
out in the reproduction of the regular optical information 
recording medium and the Super-resolution optical informa 
tion recording medium. Switching of the reproduction light 
power can be quickly carried out, therefore it is possible to 
shorten the required amount of time for the reproducing 
device to start-up. 
0223) The optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device according to an embodiment of the present 
invention, in addition to the above arrangement, is preferably 
arranged such that the power control means controls the 
reproduction light power of the reproduction means based on 
an amplitude of a reproduction signal read out from a pre-pit 
in the test read area in the Super-resolution optical informa 
tion recording medium. 
0224 Thus, in order to determine an optimum reproduc 
tion power, it is not necessary to carry out a determination 
process of reproduction errors which is carried out in a repro 
duction power determination method of a conventional repro 
ducing device. As a result, the optimum reproduction power is 
quickly determined, thereby attaining the effect that a start-up 
time of the reproducing device is shortened. 
0225. The optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device according to an embodiment of the present 
invention, in addition to the arrangement, further preferably 
includes clock control means for controlling a reproducing 
clock so that the reproduction is carried out by use of a 
reproduction clock suitable for the super-resolution optical 
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information recording medium, in the case where the optical 
information recording medium is identified as the Super-reso 
lution optical information recording medium, as a result of 
the identification by the medium identification means. 
0226 By having the above arrangement, the reproducing 
device can accurately Switch the reproduction clock to a 
Suitable reproduction clock in accordance with a provided 
optical information recording medium, therefore reproduc 
tion can be carried out in an optimistic State when the regular 
optical information recording medium and the Super-resolu 
tion optical information recording medium are reproduced. 
0227. A method for controlling an optical information 
recording medium reproducing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention is capable of reproduc 
ing (i) the Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium, and (ii) a regular optical information recording 
medium which is an optical information recording medium in 
which recording marks or pre-pits are not shorter than the 
resolution limit of the optical system, the method including: 
acquiring medium identification information by use of repro 
duction light power suitable for reproduction of the regular 
optical information recording medium; and identifying 
whether or not the optical information recording medium is a 
Super-resolution optical information recording medium, 
based on the medium identification information thus 
acquired. 
0228. According to the method, the reproducing device 
can identify whether or not the provided optical information 
recording medium is the Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium by use of the reproduction light power 
Suitable for the regular optical information recording 
medium, accurately and with ease. 
0229. The control means of the optical information 
recording medium reproducing device may be carried out in 
a computer by running a control program of the optical infor 
mation recording medium reproducing device. Furthermore, 
by storing the control program of the optical information 
recording medium reproducing device in a computer-read 
able recording medium, it is possible to process the control 
program of the optical information recording medium repro 
ducing device on an arbitrary computer. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

0230 *207 A Super-resolution medium according to the 
present invention is useful for various optical discs such as 
optical scanning discs, magneto-optical discs, and phase 
change discs, however is also applicable to information 
recording mediums which have recording marks that are 
shorter than a length of a resolution limit, such as a magnetic 
disc. 

1. A Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium comprising: 

a first area in which a content is to be recorded by forming 
recording marks, one or more of the recording marks 
being shorter than a length of a resolution limit of an 
optical system in a reproducing device; and 

a second area in which medium identification information 
for specifying a type of the medium is recorded by use of 
pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or pro 
trusions, 

the pre-pits which form the medium identification infor 
mation being not shorter than the resolution limit of the 
optical system. 
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2. A Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium comprising: 

a first area in which a content is to be recorded by forming 
recording marks; and 

a second area in which medium identification information 
for specifying a type of the medium is recorded by use of 
pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or pro 
trusions, 

a shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pits which form the 
medium identification information being longer than a 
shortest recording mark length in the recording marks in 
the first area. 

3. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

the second area has a test write read area in which (i) 
information for adjusting laser light power for recording 
the content to the first area and (ii) information for 
adjusting laser light power for reproducing the content 
recorded in the first area are recordable; and 

recording marks in the test write read area are formed 
having a same recording density and modulation type as 
the recording marks to be formed in the first area. 

4. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim3, wherein in the second area, the 
test write read area is provided at a position closer to the first 
area than the pre-pits are in which the medium identification 
information is recorded. 

5. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 3, wherein: 

in the second area, reproduction speed information for 
reproduction of the content recorded in the first area is 
recorded, by use of pre-pits that are formed by concave 
portions and/or protrusions and that are not shorter than 
the resolution limit of the optical system in the repro 
ducing device; and 

the pre-pits in which the reproduction speed information is 
recorded are provided at a position far from the first area 
than the test write read area is. 

6. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in any one of claim 3, wherein: 

in the second area, recording condition information for 
recording the content to the first area is recorded, by use 
of pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or 
protrusions and that are not shorter than the resolution 
limit of the optical system in the reproducing device; and 

the pre-pits in which the recording condition information is 
recorded are provided at a position far from the first area 
than the test write read area is. 

7. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 3, wherein: 

in the second area, area position information for specifying 
a position in the first area is recorded, by use of pre-pits 
that are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, 
and that have a same recording density and modulation 
type as the recording marks in the first area; and 

the pre-pits in which the area position information is 
recorded are provided at a position closer to the first area 
than the test write read area is. 

8. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claims 1, wherein a track pitch of the 
first area is same as or narrower than a track pitch of the 
second area. 
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9. A Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium comprising: 

a first area in which a content is recorded by use of pre-pits 
that are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions 
and one or more of which are shorter than a length of a 
resolution limit of an optical system in a reproducing 
device; and 

a second area in which medium identification information 
for specifying a type of the medium is recorded by use of 
pre-pits that are formed by concave portions and/or pro 
trusions, 

the pre-pits which form the medium identification infor 
mation being not shorter than the resolution limit of the 
optical system. 

10. A Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium comprising: 

a first area in which a content is recorded by use of pre-pits 
that are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions; 
and 

a second area in which medium identification information 
for specifying a type of the medium is recorded by use of 
pre-pits formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, 

a shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pits which form the 
medium identification information is longer than a 
shortest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first area. 

11. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 9, wherein: 

the second area has a test read area in which pre-pits are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, which 
pre-pits adjust laser light power for reproducing the 
content in the first area, 

the pre-pits of the test read area are formed in a same 
recording density and modulation type as the pre-pits in 
the first area. 

12. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 9, wherein: 

the second area has a test read area in which pre-pits are 
formed by concave portions and/or protrusions, which 
pre-pits adjust laser light power for reproducing the 
content in the first area, 

the pre-pits in the test read area are longer than a shortest 
pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first area but shorter 
than a longest pre-pit length in the pre-pits in the first 
aca. 

13. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 11, wherein in the second area, 
the test read area is provided at a position closer to the first 
area than the pre-pits are in which the medium identification 
information is recorded. 

14. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

in the second area, reproduction speed information for 
reproduction of the content recorded in the first area is 
recorded, by use of pre-pits formed by concave portions 
and/or protrusions and that are not shorter than the reso 
lution limit of the optical system in the reproducing 
device, 

the pre-pits in which the reproduction speed information is 
recorded are provided at a position far from the first area 
than the test read area is. 

15. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

in the second area, area position information for specifying 
a position in the first area is recorded, by use of pre-pits 
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that are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions 
and that have a same recording density and modulation 
type as the recording marks in the first area, 

the pre-pits in which the area position information is 
recorded are provided at a position closer to the first area 
than the test read area is. 

16. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

in the second area, unique number presence/absence infor 
mation for determining whether a medium unique num 
ber is present or absent is recorded, by use of pre-pits that 
are formed by concave portions and/or protrusions and 
that are not shorter than the resolution limit of the optical 
system in the reproducing device, 

the pre-pits in which the unique number presence/absence 
information is recorded are provided at a position far 
from the first area than the test read area is. 

17. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 9, wherein a track pitch of the 
first area is same as or narrower than a track pitch of the 
second area. 

18. The super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 

a substrate on which the first area is provided; and 
at least a recording layer and a Super-resolution reproduc 

ing layer layered on the Substrate in this order, 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 

film. 
19. The super-resolution optical information recording 

medium as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
a substrate on which the first area is provided; and 
at least a Super-resolution reproducing layer and a record 

ing layer layered on the Substrate in this order, 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 

film. 
20. The Super-resolution optical information recording 

medium as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 
a Substrate on which the first area and the second area are 

provided; and 
at least a reflection layer and a Super-resolution reproduc 

ing layer layered on the Substrate in this order, 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 

film. 
21. The Super-resolution optical information recording 

medium as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 
a Substrate on which the first area and the second area are 

provided; and 
at least a Super-resolution reproducing layer and a reflec 

tion layer layered on the substrate in this order, 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 

film. 
22. The Super-resolution optical information recording 

medium as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 
a Substrate on which the first area and the second area are 

provided; and 
at least a light absorbing layer and a Super-resolution repro 

ducing layer layered on the Substrate in this order, 
the light absorbing layer absorbing reproduction light and 

converting the reproduction light to heat, and 
the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 

film. 
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23. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 9, further comprising: 

a Substrate on which the first area and the second area are 
provided; and 

at least a Super-resolution reproducing layer and a light 
absorbing layer layered on the substrate in this order, 

the light absorbing layer absorbing reproduction light and 
converting the reproduction light to heat, and 

the Super-resolution reproducing layer being a metal oxide 
film. 

24. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 18, wherein the metal oxide film 
is an inorganic film which is made from titanium oxide, 
cerium oxide, Zinc oxide, or whose main component is tita 
nium oxide, cerium oxide, or Zinc oxide. 

25. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 22, wherein the light absorbing 
layer is made from Si, Ge, oran alloy whose main component 
is Si and/or Ge. 

26. The Super-resolution optical information recording 
medium as set forth in claim 22, further comprising a heat 
releasing layer for releasing the heat generated due to the 
irradiation of the reproduction light. 

27. An optical information recording medium reproducing 
device capable of reproducing (i) a Super-resolution optical 
information recording medium as set forth in claim 1, and (ii) 
a regular optical information recording medium which is an 
optical information recording medium in which recording 
marks or pre-pits are not shorter than the resolution limit of 
the optical system, the optical information recording medium 
reproducing device comprising: 

reproduction means for reproducing information recorded 
in a desired position of the optical information recording 
medium; and 

control means for controlling operations of the optical 
information recording medium reproducing device, 

the control means comprising: 
identification information acquisition means for control 

ling the reproduction means to reproduce and acquire 
the medium identification information by use of repro 
duction light power suitable for reproduction of the 
regular optical information recording medium; and 

medium identification means for identifying whether or 
not the optical information recording medium is a Super 
resolution optical information recording medium, based 
on the medium identification information thus acquired. 

28. The optical information recording medium reproduc 
ing device as set forth in claim 27, wherein the control means 
further comprises power control means for controlling the 
reproduction light power from the reproduction means so that 
reproduction is carried out by use of the reproduction light 
power suitable for reproduction of the Super-resolution opti 
cal information recording medium, in the case the optical 
information medium is identified as the Super-resolution 
information recording medium, as a result of the identifica 
tion by the medium identification means. 

29. The optical information recording medium reproduc 
ing device as set forth in claim 28, wherein the power control 
means controls the reproduction light power of the reproduc 
tion means based on an amplitude of a reproduction signal 
read out from a pre-pit in the test read area in the Super 
resolution optical information recording medium. 

30. The optical information recording medium reproduc 
ing device as set forth in claim 27, wherein the control means 
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further comprises clock control means for controlling a repro 
ducing clock so that the reproduction is carried out by use of 
a reproduction clock Suitable for the Super-resolution optical 
information recording medium, in the case where the optical 
information recording medium is identified as the Super-reso 
lution optical information recording medium, as a result of 
the identification by the medium identification means. 

31. A method for controlling an optical information record 
ing medium reproducing device capable of reproducing (i) a 
Super-resolution optical information recording medium as set 
forth in claim 1, and (ii) a regular optical information record 
ing medium which is an optical information recording 
medium in which recording marks or pre-pits are not shorter 
than the resolution limit of the optical system, the method 
comprising: 
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acquiring the medium identification information by use of 
reproduction light power suitable for reproduction of the 
regular optical information recording medium; and 

identifying whether or not the optical information record 
ing medium is a Super-resolution optical information 
recording medium, based on the medium identification 
information thus acquired. 

32. A control program for operating an optical information 
recording medium reproducing device as set forth in claim 
27, the control program causing a computer to function as the 
control means. 

33. A computer-readable recording medium in which the 
control program as set forth in claim 32 is recorded therein. 

c c c c c 


