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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 273,788, dated March 13, 1883,

Application filed January 29, 1883,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY WERLE, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Sterling, in the county of Whiteside and
State of Iilinois, have invented certain new
and usefal Improvements in Bungs for Bar-
rels; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being bad to the accom pa-
nying drawing, and to letters or figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to that class of barrel-
bungs which are made of metal, and are used
generally for a temporary purpose.

In the drawings the figure is a longitudinal
sectional view embodying my invention.

A is a bung, made of any desired metal, con-
sisting of the solid head a, walls b b, and re-
cess ¢, and tapered graduoally throngh its en-
tire length. The walls b b may be of any de-
sired thickness; bat I find by actual experi-
euce that about one-quarter of an inch at the
top of the recess ¢, tapering to three-sixteenths
of an inch at the lower edge of the bung, op-
erates most satisfactorily. The walls b b are
cast integral with the head g, the latter of
which I make about one-half inch in longitudi-
nal thickuess. In the use of the bung, owing
to the weight of the head «, and the bollow
recess ¢ and the outside taper of the walls b b,
coming in contact ouly with the upper edge of
the bung-hole of the barrel, while performing
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the functions of a safe and effective tempo-
rary bung, it is easily removed Ly the thumb
and finger or a light tap upon the upper edge
of the bung.

Heretofore, in order to remove the ordinary
bung, it has been necessary to use a hammer
or mailet and pound the stave containing the
hung-hole on each side of the bung, and, as
barrels and casks are frequently used a great
many times, this frequent pounding of the
stave breaks it, and thus roins an otherwise
good barrel. Ina great many instances it bas
been found that even poanding would not
loosen the bung, and the same bas had to be
cut out with a chisel, which, however care-
tully done, will break down the walls of the
bung-hole, and thus ruin the barrel.

My invention is of especial value in cases
where barrels are filled and are subsequently
to be opened for gaging or regaging or other
purposes. It is durable, and in no case can
injury result to the cask in its removal, and
the bung may be used an indefinite number of
times.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

The metallic bang A, having the head a,
walls b b, and recess ¢, all substantially as and
for the uses and purposes described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HENRY WERLE.,
- Witnesses:
C. N. MUNSON,
H. C. Warb,

40

45

50

55

6c

65




