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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JoHN G. K.NG, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Bur 
lington, in the county of Alamance and 

5 State of North Carolina, have invented new and useful improvements in Signals, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a signal for rural 

delivery mail boxes, the general object of the 
10 invention being to provide a signal for 

indicating to the owner that aail has been 
placed in the box with means for moving the 
signal to operating position when the box is 
opened to place mail therein, so that it is 

l6 not necessary for the mail man to raise the 
signal. 

This invention also consists in certain 
- other features of construction and in the 

combination and arrangement of the several 
20 parts, to be hereinafter fully described, illus. 

trated in the accompanying drawings and 
specifically pointed out in the appended 
claims. in describing my invention in detail, ref 

25 erence will be had to the accompanying 
drawings wherein like characters denote 
like or corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, and in which :- Figure 1 is a side view showing a mail 

30 box with my invention thereon. 
Figure 2 is an end view. 
Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Fig. 

lure 1. 
Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 1, but 

35 showing the signal being raised by the open 
ing of the lid which closes the slot in the 
box. Figure 5 is a view showing the signal in 
wholly raised position. Figure 6 is a view showing the signal 
being raised by the opening of the door of 
the box. 
As shown in these views, the device con 

sists of a supporting arm 1 which is pivoted 
45 intermediate its ends to the bottom of the 

box A, as shown at 2, and which has its 
lower end bent at right angles, as shown at 
3 for acting as a stop to hold the signal in 
raised position. A member 4 is fastened to 

50 the upper end of the arm 1 with its front 
end bent at right angles, as shown at 5 and 
again at right angles as shown at 6 so that 
the two bent parts are located in front of 
the box. The rear end of the member has 

55 connected therewith the flag or signal 7. A 
weight 8 is fastened to the member in front 

40 
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of the point of connection with the arm 1 
and acts as a counter-balance to cause the 
signal to pass to its operative position after 
it has been moved off its dead center by the 60 
opening of the door or the lid. 

it will be seen that when the lid a is 
raised to uncover the letter slot in the box, 
said lid will strike the part 6 of the member 
and move it downwardly so as to start the 65 
signal in its movement, this movement being 
completed by the weight and thus the signal 
is automatically moved to operative position 
by the action of the mail man in placing a 
letter in the letter slot of the box. It will 70 
also be moved to operative position by the 
opening of the door b of the box for this 
door will strike the parts 5 and 6 of the 
member as it is being opened so as to start 
the movement of the signal, which movement 75 
is completed by the weight. This movement 
is stopped by the part 3 of the arm 1 strik 
ing the bottom of the box. In order to in 
sure free movement of the arm 1, it is 
formed with a double loop 1 at the point 80 
where the pivot Screw 2 passes through it. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that I 

have provided simple means for indicating 
to the box owner that mail has been placed 
in the box, the signal being automatically 85 
moved to operative position by the action of 
the mail man in placing mail in the box, so 
that it is not necessary for the mail man to 
raise the signal. It is thought from the foregoing descrip- 90 
tion that the advantages and novel features 
of my invention will be readily apparent. 
I desire it to be understood that i may 

make changes in the construction and in 
the combination and arrangement of the 95 
several parts, provided that such changes 
fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A signal for a mail box comprising a 

pivoted Supporting arm, a member connected 100 
with the upper end of the arm and extended 
at rightangles with said arm, a signal at 
One end of the member and a rightangular 
extension at the other end of the member 
adapted to be engaged by a movable part 105 
of the box. 2. A signal for a mail box comprising a 
pivoted supporting arm, a horizontal mem 
ber connected with the upper end of the arm, 
a signal at one end of the member, a right lo 
angle extension at the other end adapted to 
engage the door of the box when said door is 
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2. 

being opened and a weight on the member 
for completing the movement of the signal 
after its initial movement by the door. 

3. A signal for a mail box comprising a 
pivoted supporting arm, a horizontal mem 
ber connected with the upper end of the arm, 
a signal at one end of the member, an angle 
extension at its other end adapted to be en 
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gaged by the door or lid of the box when 
said parts are being moved to open position, is 
a weight on the member and a bent end on 
the lower part of the arm for limiting the movement of the signal. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

JOHN G. KING. 


