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Provided herein are approaches for processing reticle blanks. In one approach, a reticle processing
system includes a support assembly having a plate coupled to a frame, and a carrier assembly coupled to the
support assembly. In one approach, the carrier assembly includes a carrier base coupled to the plate, a reticle
disposed over the carrier base, and a carrier shield disposed over the reticle, wherein the carrier shield may
include a central opening formed therein, allowing for placement and extraction of the reticle. In one
approach, when the carrier assembly is placed atop the support assembly, a plurality of pins extend from the
plate through corresponding openings in the carrier base, the plurality of pins supporting the carrier assembly
so the carrier base, the reticle, and the carrier shield are each independently supported and vertically separated

from one another.
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Provided herein are approaches for processing reticle blanks. In one approach, a reticle
processing system includes a support assembly having a plate coupled to a frame, and a
carrier assembly coupled to the support assembly. In one approach, the carrier
assembly includes a carrier base coupled to the plate, a reticle disposed over the carrier
base, and a carrier shield disposed over the reticle, wherein the carrier shield may
include a central opening formed therein, allowing for placement and extraction of the
reticle. In one approach, when the carrier assembly is placed atop the support
assembly, a plurality of pins extend from the plate through corresponding openings in

the carrier base, the plurality of pins supporting the carrier assembly so the carrier base,
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the reticle, and the carrier shield are each independently supported and vertically
separated from one another.
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