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To all tuflon, it 77 aly conce772, 
Be it known that I, HERMAN BERGHAUER, 

a subject of the Emperor of Germany, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Door and Bell Knobs, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. - 

My invention relates to an improved door 
or bell knob. 
The object I have in view is to provide such 

knobs with a removable name-plate, the knob 
being thereby especially adapted for use in pying the apartments with which the bell or 
apartment-buildings where the occupants are door communicates. 15 likely to change. 
The invention consists of certain novel de 

vices and combination of devices, as will be 
described and claimed. 
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Reference will be made to the accompanying 
drawings, in which Figure 1 is a view in per 
spective of a knob complete; Fig. 2, a section 
through the same; Fig. 3, an elevation of the 
name-plate, and Fig. 4 a detail of a rubber 
piece adapted to hold such plate in position. 

Like letters refer to like parts in each view. 
A represents the shank of the knob, pro 

vided with the usual squared opening, into 
which the stem of the bell or door handle is 
inserted, as will be readily understood, the 
parts being detachably keyed together. At 
its upper or outer end shank A is formed with 
a flaring head, as B, which forms part of the 
knob proper, as will be explained. This part 
B is provided on its outer periphery with a 
vertical flange, C, which is screw-threaded on 
its inner face, as clearly indicated in Fig. 2 of 
the drawings. 
To complete the knob I employ a ring, D, 

threaded on its outer face and of a size to fit 
within the flange C of part B, the parts being 
thus securely screwed together. Ring D is 
provided with an inwardly-extending flange, 
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F, against which the name-plate Gabuts, and 45 
by which the removal of such plate is pre 
vented unless the ring is unscrewed. 
To hold the plate G always in position 

against the flange F, I employ a piece, H, made, 
preferably, of some pliable material, the object 5o 
of which will be explained. I prefer to form 
this piece with a shank, F, adapted to fit into 
the upper end of the passage formed in shank 
A, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The plate G may be formed of any suitable 55 

material, but I prefer glass, and upon its sur 
face is painted the name of the person occu 

By my improved knob it will be seen that 6o 
owners of apartment-buildings may keep on 
hand a supply of the plates, and when the 
tenants are changed it only becomes necessary 
to remove one plate and substitute another 
with the name of the new tenant thereoa. The 65 
name of the occupant is thus placed in a promi 
nent position, and all necessity for additional 
plates and signs avoided. It is when the plate 
Gis made of glass that it is especially desirable 
that the piece F should be made of some pli- 7 O 
able material-such as rubber-as the plate is 
thereby given a certain play should pressure 
be applied, and its breakage rendered less 
liable. 
What I claim is 
The combination, with a door or bell knob 

consisting of a perforated shank enlarged at 
one end and a ring provided with an interior 
flange secured thereto, of a removable name 
late and an elastic plug inserted into the 8o 

shank and abutting against the name-plate, as 
set forth. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

rovided with a downward flange, E, screw- presence of two witnesses. 
HERMAN BERGHAUER, 

Witnesses: 
M. J. CLAGETT, 
HARRIS W. HUEHL, 


