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1 Claim. -

This invention relates to identification tags
and more especially to articles of this type adapt-~
ed to be attached to one’s clothing, so that it
cannot be detached without partially destroying
the same. Badges or insignias are often dis-
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tributed among invitees to dances, dinner parties -

and the like, instead of using tickets. By dis-
playing a badge or insignia upon the invitee’s coat
lapel or other garment, it is possible to tell at a
glance whether a person is an invited guest or
an intruder. This system is particularly desir-
able where the invitees enter and leave the en-
tertainment room several times during an eve-
ning.

Heretofore, a ﬁ9x1b1e cardboard having a fe-
male metallic butten on one end and a male me-
tallic button on the other end has been used
as an identification tag. 'To use this type of tag,
the cardboard is doubled upon itself and the two
buttons placed on opposed sides of a garment
and permanently fastened together through a
button hole. As a result, it is often very diffi-
cult to remove the metallic buttons from the gar-
ments after the event is over.

It is therefore an object of this invention to
provide an identification tag assembly to be at-
tached to a garment and which can be easily
removed therefrom by destroying a portion of the
assembly. Such a device makes it possible to
permanently affix a tag to each invitee so that
the same cannot be removed or transferred with-
out tearing or damaging it, to a noticeable de-
gree.

The assembly comprises a tag having tubular
passageways attached to one side thereof and
having a flexible string having one end thereof
attached to one passageway and the other end
being adapted to be threaded through the but-
ton hole of a garment and then through the
other passageway. Each of the passageways
have angularly disposed barbs projecting on the
inside thereof which permit the string to move
therethrough in one direction only; consequently
when the free end of the string is looped through
a button hole and inserted in the passageway, the
assembly cannot be removed without cutting the
string or tearing the tag. Other medifications
employing the same principle are also shown.

Some of the objects of the invention having
been stated, other objects will appear as the
description proceeds when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometric view showing my im-
proved badge or insignia attached to the lapel
of a coat;
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Figure 2 is an isometric view showing the re-
verse side of the badge with the attaching strand
secured thereto;

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken along
the line 3—3 in Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an isometric view of a portion of a
coat, lapel shown in combination with a slightly
modified form of the invention;

Figure 5 is an isometric view showing the re-
verse side -of the badge from that displayed in
Figure 4;

Figure 6 is-a sectional view taken along the
line 6—6 in Fligure 4;

Figure 7 is an isometric view showing the re-

'verse.side of still another modified form of badge.

Referring more particularly to the drawing,
the numeral 10 denotes the lapel of a garment

such as a coat or the like, said lapel having a

conventional button hole or opening {1 therein.
A flexible strand 12 is adapted to have one end
thereof inserted through the opening f{ and to
pass downwardly through a passageway 14 in the
display sign 15. 'The other end of the strand 2
is adapted to pass around on the back side of the
lapel 10 and then be passed downwardly through
a similar passageway 18 in the display sign I5.
It will be noted that the display sign 5 com-
prises two parts, namely, a flat board like mem-
ber 1T and a reinforcing member 18, said rein-
forcing member being bent in the desired fashion
as at 19 and 20 to form the openings (4 and 16,
respectively, which receive the ends of strand 12.
The member {T may be of any suitable material,
although it is preferable to make the same from
cardboard or other material which may be torn
adjacent openings 14 and 16 when it is desired
to remove strand 12. Member {8 is preferably
made of a metallic material which will retain its
shape and act as a reinforcement for member I7.

The U-shaped formations 19 and 20 have suit-
able barbs 21 stamped therein, the free ends of
said barbs projecting inwardly and being disposed
at an acute angle to the longitudinal axis of the
openings 14 and 6. The projecting ends of
the barbs permit the strand to pass in one di-
rection through each opening 14 and 16, and
will- prevent reverse movement of an inserted
strand; consequently, when the strand 12 has
been threaded through the buttonhole {1 in the
lapel 10, and the ends thereof passed down-
wardly through the openings 14 and 16 at an
acute angle to the projecting barbs 21, it is dif-
ficul to remove the sign 15 from the lapel with-
out cutting the string 12 or without tearing the
flat member 17T which is usually made of card-
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board or the like. If desired, the flat member
IT may be of one color, and the string 12 of
a different color, thereby providing an appro-
priate color combination for the particular season
and ceremony which it designates. Numerous
color combinations could be obtained because
there are two separable parts, namely, the sign
assembly 15 and the strand 12.

In Figures 4, 5, and. 6, a slightly modified form
of the invention is employed, and here it is seen
that a display sign 25, made of suitable material
such as cardboard or the like, has attached there-
to as at 26, a strand of flexible material 27.
This strand is threaded through a buttonhole
{1 and then passed through a semi-circular pas-
sageway 28, formed by member 29; said member

29 being attached to the same side of the sign.

25 as the strand 27 is attached. Tubular mem-
_ber 28 has suitable inwardly disposed: barbs. 39
which are adapted to project inwardly into pas-
sageway 28 and engage the strand 27 when it
is inserted. These barbs prevent reverse move-
ment of the strand 28, once it has been-inserted.
When it is desired to remove the assembly from
the lapel, it is necessary to either cut the strand
27 or else to tear the member 25 apart from
members 29 so as to release the free end of the
strand from the barbs 30.

Figure 7 shows still- another modified form of
the invention in which a flat display sign 31
is employed and which has attached thereto a
suitable metallic tubular member 32, said tubular
member having a plurality of angularly disposed
barbs 33 for extending inwardly therefrom.
When it is desired to attach the display sign
to a garment, it is only necessary to take a
strand 36, and pass it through the buttonhole
of a garment and then insert both of the ends
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through the tubular member 32 so that the barbs
33 will engage the strand and prevent reverse
movement.

It is therefore seen that we have provided a
very simple and inexpensive insignia which may
be secured to a garment so that it cannot bhe
removed without damaging the assembly to a
noticeable degree and thus prevent usage of the
same badge or insignia by other pecple who are
not authorized to do so. Also the insignia may
be removed from the garment easily merely by de-
stroying a part of the assembly, and without
damaging or distorting the garment.

In the drawing and specification, there has
been set forth. a- preferred emboediment of the
invention, and although specific terms are em-
ployed, they are used in a generic and descrip-
tive sense only and not for purposes of limita-
tiom, the scope of the invention being set forth
in the following claim.

We claim:

A seal comprising a tearable sheet of material
having one end of a cord attached thereto, a
metallic -sheet having a groove therein, barbs
punched from the metallic sheet and projecting
into the groove, the face of the metallic sheet
having the groove therein being adhesively se-
cured to one face of the tearable sheet, whereby
when the free end of the cord is passed through
the groove whose open side is closed by the
tearable sheet, the cord cannot be removed from
the groove except by peeling the tearable sheei
from the metallic sheet or by tearing the portion
of the tearable sheet which covers the said
groove. :
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