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This invention relates to index tabs and par 
ticularly to that class of tabs adapted to be 
applied to card index leaves or book leaves, not 
originally So equipped. 
The present invention conprehends an indeX 

tab having a substantially U-shaped outer or 
index strip and an attaching member of Similar 
shape having a fold portion inseited between 
and secured to the edges of the index Strip, the 

10 space within the interior of the index strip pro 
viding a pocket for receiving an index Slip, or 
like element, containing index indicia. The in " 
ner surface of the U-shaped attaching Heriber 
is coated with adhesive material adapted to Se 

15 cure the tab to a paper sheet or other article 
to be indexed. 

According to the present invention the at 
taching member and index strip are formed of 
flexible transparent material, for instance, ce 

20 luloid, “cellophane', or the like, in Order that 
printed matter, or other indicia, along the edge 
of the sheet or card to which the tab is attached, 
may be visible therethrough. This permits the 
attaching strip to be naade of lairger Size, re 

25 sulting in better adherence to the article to be 
indexed, and also perinits observation of index 
indicia, upon an index slip placed in the tab. The 
indicia, bearing index slip preferably comprises 
a folded strip having diverging leg portions el 

30 gaging the sides of the index strip adjacent its 
attachment to the attaching members. The in 
vention provides a shield strip extending longi 
tudinally on the inner side of the fold portion 
of the index strip providing an engaging nem 

35 ber for the upper edge of the indicia, bearing 
index slip and providing a cover for the Upper 
edge of the index strip to conceal the Outer edge 
from view. 
The index tabs may be formed in Strips of 

to indefinite length and may be cut up into Smaller 
sections by the user, to accord with his particul 
lar needs, and may then be applied by him to 
the edges of the leaves of books, index cards, 
or like material which is to be indexed. 

In the drawing: - 
Fig. 1 shows a guide card and the improved 

index tab thereon in perspective. 
Fig. 2 shows the composite tab structure in 

strip form in perspective with One end portion 
50 of the index strip detached and turned back to 

show the attached shield. 
Fig. 3 is a cross section Substantially along 

the lines 3-3 of Fig. 1, showing the index tab 
applied to a guide card, with an index slip in 

55 serted in the pocket. 

45 

(CI, 40-2) 

AS ShoW in Fig. 1, the index tab generally 
indicated at 10, may be applied to an edge por 
tion of an article to be indexed, such as the 
leaf or guide card 21. An attaching member 12 
includes Substantially parallel sides 13 and 14 60 
that are integrally joined by an interediate 
fold portion 15. The attaching meinber is 
fo:ined of flexible transparent naterial, for in 
stance, celluloid, 'cellophane' or the like, in 
Oirder that indicia, Inay be visible therethrough 65 
and adhesive 6 applied to the inner Surfaces 
of the index Strip, is likewise transparent, it be 
ing of a type adapted to secure the strip 12 to 
paper or other articles to be indexed, either in 
its applied condition of upon moistening. 
The index strip 1 is of substantially the same 

fox in as the attaching Enenber 2, having side 
portions 18 and 19, respectively, which are in 
tegrally joized by a foid portion. 20. Marginal 
edge portions 21 and 22 of the respective sides 1875 
and 19 of the index strip are joined to the sides 
of the attaching herber 12 adjacent the fold 
portion 15 of the latter, the edge portions being 
provided with a transparent adhesive whereby 
the index strip may be attached to the attaching 80 
strip mainiher or to material to be indexed. A 
space or pocket is thus provided between the fold 
porticas 5 and 20 of the attaching and index 
strips and between the was 18 and 9 of the in 
dex strip, for the insertion of an index slip 23 85 
Willic: nay corprise a strip of paper folded on 
gitudinaily to provide diverging legs 24 and 25 
for fictionally engaging the Walls 8 and 19 of 
the index strip to retain the sticip against dis 
placement therefrom. One or both faces of the 90 
index slip 23 may be provided With indexing in 
dicia, such as indicated at 26 in Fig. 1. In order 
to render this indicia, visible, the index Strip is 
forained of trainSparent material, for instance, 
transparent celluloid, or strip material formed 95 
fron cellulose ester, or the like transparent Sub 
Stance. 
A shield strip 27 is placed longitudinally of the 

inner side of the fold portion 20 of the indeX Strip 
having edges 28 Substantially parallel to the edges 
of the index strip 17. This disposition of the 
shield Strip fornis a fraine member liniting and 
defining the upper limit of visibility of index in 
formation carried upon the indeX Slip 23. 
The shield strip 27 provides an engaging Sur 

face for contact with the upper edge 29 of the 
index slip, which, together with the contact of 
the edge portions of the diverging legs 24 and , 
25, frictionally retains the index slip within the 10 
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pocket between the fold 15 of the attaching mem 
ber and the sides 18 and 19 of the index strip. 
The provision of the strip permits the produc 

tion of a tab of indefinite length which may be cut 
in any desirable width and applied to a card or 
leaf or the like as the user may wish, and a strip 
which is adapted to retain an index slip therein 
against inadvertent displacement. The shield 
may be colored in a variety of ways, if desired, for 
enhancing the appearance of the tab as well as 
facilitating use of the tab in indexing. 
I Clain: 
1. An index tab comprising an elongated strip 

of transparent sheet material formed to provide 
a pair of spaced substantially parallel side Sec 
tions and a connecting fold Section, means On the 
free marginal portions of Said side Sections for 
Securing said tab to the Inargin of a sheet, Said 
means cooperating with said side sections to de 
fine one side of an open ended label receiving 
pocket therebetween, and a shield Strip mounted 
on the inner side of Said fold Section, extending 
longitudinally of Said tab, having the edges there 
of terminating in Spaced parallel relation to said 
ineans and cooperating with said means to define 
that portion of said side sections through which 
a label is displayed, said shield strip and said 
means cooperating With the opposite edge por 
tions of a label in Said pocket for normally re 
taining said label therein. 

2. An index tab comprising an elongated Strip 
of transparent sheet material formed to provide 
a pair of Spaced Substantially parallel Side sec 
tions and a connecting fold Section, an attaching 
member formed with a pair of spaced substantial 

1961,079 
ly parallel side Sections and a connecting fold 
portion inserted within the marginal edge por 
tions of Said Strip, a transparent adhesive be 
tween and connecting said portions, a shield Strip 
mounted on the inner side of said fold Section ex 
tending longitudinally of said tab having the 
edges thereof terminating in spaced parallel re 
lation to said attaching member and cooperating 
with Said attaching member to define that por 
tion of Said Side sections through which a label 
is displayed, said shield strip and Said attaching 
member cooperating with the opposite edge por 
tions of a label placed between the edge of said 
strip for normally retaining the label therein 
and a transparent adhesive upon the inner Side 
of the side sections of said attaching member. 

3. An index tab comprising an elongated Strip 
of transparent sheet material formed to provide 
a pair of Spaced substantially parallel Side Sec 
tions and a connecting fold Section, means on the 
free marginal portions of said side Sections for 
securing said tab to the margin of a sheet, Said 
means cooperating with Said Side Sections to de 
fine an open ended label receiving pocket there 
between, and a shield strip extending longitudi 
nally of said tab mounted in Said pocket, engag 
ing in said connecting fold Section having at least 
one of its edges terminating in spaced parallel 
relation to said means and cooperating with said 
means to define the label displaying region of 
the respective transparent side section, said 
shield strip providing means cooperating with 
the edge portion of a label inside the pocket for 
normally retaining said label therein. 

FRED A. PETTIS. 
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