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The invention provides an illumination optical device
which can illuminate the illuminated surface with the desired
polarized light and not be substantially influenced by
manufacturing error of an optical device of the function as a
wavelength plate. The 1illumination optical device
illuminates the illuminated surface (M, W) by the light from
a light source. The illumination optical device has a
polarization conversion element (12) which is disposed on or
near the pupil surface and can converse the polarized state of
the incident light into the appointed polarized state. The
polarization conversion element has a plurality of variable
optical rotation members which can wvariably give the
incident linear polarization with an optical rotation angle.
Each variable optical rotation member consists of the optical
material with optical rotation property and has 2 polarizing
angle prisms which can move relatively along the direction

which are intersected with the optical axis (AX).
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