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Beit known that I, EDWARD CURRAN SMITH, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Schenectady, county of Schenectady, and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in yucilage 
JBrushes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part thereof, in which 
similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in brushes of the class especially adapted for 
use as mucilage-brushes, the object of the in 
vention being to provide an article of this 
character which is so constructed as to nor 
mally maintain the brush portion thereof out 
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of contact with the mucilage or other fluid 
matter used there with, whereby the brush 
Will not clog and the neck of a bottle or other 
receptacle adapted for use in combination 
with the brush can be kept in a clean condi 
tion. 
The invention will be hereinafter fully de 

scribed, and specifically set forth in the an 
nexed claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of my improved mucilage 
brush, illustrating the operation thereof; and 
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional elevation of the 
brush, illustrating the same in engagement 
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With the neck of a mucilage-bottle. 
In the practice of my invention I provide 

a cylinder of metal or other suitable material 
A. Within the lower end of this cylinder is 
secured a cylindrical box B, which said box 
has a solid headlt upon the upper end thereof 
and which is open at its lower end. 

Engaging with the box B is a head or plun 
ger C, which has a brush.D attached thereto. 
This said brush when contracted fills the en 
tire area of the box IB, as illustrated in Fig. 
2 of the drawings, but when it is released from 
the said box its bristles will expand approxi 
mately, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
Telescoping with the lipper end of the cyl 

inder A is a cylinder A', which has a closed 
head thereon, from which head is projected a 
rod E, which is secured at its lower end to 
the sliding head C of the brush ID, and to 
maintain the brush D in its closed position, as 
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illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, a nor 
mally-expanded spiral spring F is provided, 
which said spring occupies the entire vertical 
space between the head b of the box B and 
the head C of the cylindrical section A", where 
by said section will be normally maintained 
in an upward position. 
As a means for engaging the inner edge of 

the neck of the bottle G the cylinder A is pro 
vided with a spherical stopper A, which said 
stopper is adapted for engagement with bot 
tles of various sizes. Said stopper is also 
adapted for vertical adjustment upon the cyl 
inder A, whereby the end of said cylinder 
can be extended into bottles for any desired depth. 
In the operation of the device the end of the 

cylinder will be normally maintained above 
the level of the mucilage contained in the bot 
tle, and when it is desired to extract mucilage 
therefrom the cylindrical section A will be 
pressed downwardly, whereby the brush D 
will be forced into the mucilage, which can 
then be applied to any suitable surface adapt 
ed to be mucilaged. 
When pressure is released from the head C. 

of the cylinder A', the brush will be carried 
back automatically into the box B, and any 
surplus mucilage contained in the brush will 
be scraped off upon the edge of the box and 
dropped back into the bottle by the act of 
compressing the bristles forming the brush. 
I have described my invention as being spe 

cially adapted for use as a mucilage-brush, 
but it is obvious that under the scope of my 
invention I am not confined to any special 
application of the device. It is obvious that 
I am entitled to slight variations in the mere 
mechanical details of constructing the device. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. Abrush comprising a telescopic cylinder 
having its outer section normally maintained 
in an upward position by means of a spring 
pressed rod, said rodengaging with the brush 
head, which head and brush engage with a 
box rigidly located within the lower end of 
the telescopic cylinder, substantially as shown 
and described. 

2. The combination of a cylinder having a 
box in its lower end with a head thereon and 
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a rod which passes through said head and In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
has a brush attached to its lower end and a my invention I have signed my name, in pres- Io 
sliding cylinder attached to its upper end, the ence of two witnesses, this 2d day of July, 
two said parts being normally pressed apart | 1896. 

5 by means of a spiral spring Surrounding the EDWARD CURRAN SMITH. 
said rod, the said cylinder being supplied with Witnesses: 
a stopper or collar for engagement with a bot- MARCELLA. G. MACLEAN, 
tle, substantially as shown and described. EMILY SEIDLER. 


