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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVID B. EDMONSTON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Golf-Practicing Devices, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to devices for prac 

ticing golf indoors and particularly the 
strokes known as putting, whereby facility 
and skill may be acquired in putting strokes, 
and the device may be used either individu 
ally or competitively by several persons. 
One of the main objects of the invention 

is to provide a device which may be used 
indoors and which will simulate as closely 
as possible the conditions found on putting 
greens. I am aware that devices have been 
proposed for practicing putting indool's. 
Some of these involve an inclined plane up 
which the ball must roll to drop in the hole. 
Others use various forms of triggers or 
trapping devices. 
objectionable because of the increased power 
or drive required to move the ball up the 
plane or beyond the triggers: in other words, 
a stroke will not be true with respect to the 
power, required. They are also open to ob 
jection on account of cost or otherwise. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device which may be applied to 
the edge of a rug or the like, the base of 
the device having substantially the same 
thickness as the rug, whereby the course or 
surface on which the ball rolls will be sub 
stantially level, without elevations or ob 
structions to obstruct or deflect the travel 
of the ball. 
A further object of the invention is to 

ner similar to a hole in the ground, except in 
the case of such hard stroke that the ball 
would jump the hole under outdoor condi 
tions, in which event the present device 
enables it to rebound out of the hole. This 
object is effected by the use of a retaining 
device which is so located and positioned 

thereby and be held in the hole, so that it 
will not overrun the same or rebound out 
of the hole, except under the abnormal con 
dition referred to. 
A further object of the invention is to 

These are defective or . 

as the surface of the rug. 
provide an improved device of the kind 
stated in which the ball, having once entered 
the hole, will be retained therein, in a man 

about seven inches a convenient width. 
material may conveniently be that known as 

provide a device which will deflect or retain 
the ball in the hole after marginal shots, 
that is, shots in which the ball travels to 
One of the lateral edges of the hole, with 
respect to its line of travel and with which, 60 
under ground conditions, the ball would 
drop into the hole, but with which, in the 
use of some of such indoor devices, the tend. 
ency is to deflect the ball away from the 
hole, or prevent it from dropping therein. 65 
In short, the purpose of the device is to 
produce a result, with respect to the fall of 
the ball in the hole, the same as that found 
under outdoor conditions. . . . . 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device which will stop balls which 
miss the hole, and prevent the same from 
rolling around the room, under articles of 
furniture or the like. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide means for retaining the device in 
position at the edge of a rug, mat or carpet 
to which it may be applied. . . . 

70 

75. 

With these and other objects in view one 
form of the invention is hereinafter de 
ing drawings in which Fig. 1 is a perspec 
tive view of the device. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1 illustrating 
a ball caught by the retainer. Fig. 3 is a 
section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 
is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. Referring particularly to the drawings, 
6 indicates a rug, mat or carpet to the edge 
of which the device is applied. This device 
has a base board 7, of substantially, the same 

80 
scribed and is illustrated in the accompany 

90 

thickness as the rug, whereby its top sur 
face will be at substantially the same level 

This board or 
base may be of any suitable material and 
desired dimensions. I have found between 
two and three feet a convenient length and 

The 

compressed paperor Wall board, a compo 
sition having qualities which are quite suit 

95 

100 
able for the intended purpose. The base 
has a circular hole 8 which may be made of 
standard size of holes in putting greens, 

that the ball will be stopped or caught said hole being preferably located at the 
middle of the board. It may be set some 
what closer to the front edge of the board 
than is shown in the drawing. At its rear 

105 

edge, the base has a back strip 9 fixed there 
to, and at its ends has end strips 10. These O 



strips may be an inch or two high and may 
be made of wood, and they 
sided enclosure which will retain wild balls 
and prevent them rolling about the room. 

5. To the back strip 
holding device indicated at 11. This may 

9 is fixed a retainer or 

conveniently consist of a piece of composi 
tion board of little or no elasticity, being 
quite stiff or hard in fact, and it may be 

10 

of considerable importance. It is set on the 
5 

fixed to the back strip by being set in a 
notch 12 in the top of the strip. The con 
struction and location of this retainer is 

back strip at a slight inclination upwardly 
and forwardly, as shown in Fig. 2, and its 
front edge projects somewhat over the hole 
8, sufficiently far that a ball will engage said 
edge before it would engage the rear edge 
of the hole. Said front edge is curved, as 
indicated at 13, on an arc concentric with 
that of the hole, whereby two horns or 

or engage the said edge and will be pinched 

points 14 are formed. These horns or 
points are blunt, and the edge 13, is located 
in such vertical position that a standard 

25 golf ball, as indicated at 15, will just enter 
: 

and held thereby when driven with sufficient 

cient to cause the ball to leave the hole. 
under a normal stroke, but when the stroke 
is abnormally hard, the elasticity of the ball 
will cause it to rebound out of the hole. In 

35 other words, if the stroke is such that under 

the hole, the retainer will act as stated, and 
remain in the hole, but if the stroke is so 

10 

force to strike the retainer. As stated, the 
material is “dead’ or without elasticity suf 
ficient to cause a rebounding action sufi 

outdoor conditions the ball would drop in 

hard that under outdoor conditions the ball 
would jump or travel over the hole, in such 
case the ball, instead of dropping into the 
hole to be engaged by the edge of the re 
tainer will strike the said edge a sufficient 
distance below the top of the ball to cause 
a rebounding action, which will throw the 
ball back out of the hole. Accordingly, 
the device has an action very nearly the 
saille, with respect to the final result, as 

... that produced under outdoor conditions 
where, if the ball “hugs' the green, it will 
fall into the hole, but if hit sufficiently hard 
will travel clear over the hole, the intent 
of the present invention being to stop and 
hold the balls of the first kind, but permit 

5 5 a rebound of the balls of the second kind. The horns 14 are blunted so that they willi 

(0. 

riot become mashed in by repeated contact 
of a ball against the same. The edge. 13 
is curved so that it will accommodate balls 
driven from various angles. - - The horns 14 are also focated in such posi 
tion that they correspond to the vertical 
axis or the center line of a ball which may 
enter the rim of the cup at either side. 65 That is, assuming a ball traveling across the 

form a three 

the horn 14, 
and thereby . . . . 
As stated, the height of the curved edge of 

1,544,380 
rim of the hole at orie side, if its vertical . . . . 
axial line is within the rim of the cup it. . . 
will engage the horn and be deflected or 
retained in the hole, whereas if its verti . cal axis is outside a perpendicular dropped 
from the horn 14 it will “rim the hole' and 

70 
be deflected outside. This corresponds to 
the action of a ball-on the hole of a putting 
green, which will fall into the hole if its 
vertical axis is inside the rim but will rim 
the hole if outside. Under such conditions, 

perfect the stroke. 

75 - 

with this device, the ball will be caught by 
and be retained in the hole, 

80 
the retainer, and the slight inclination of 
the latter, are such as to just allow a ball 
to be pinched by the retainer, by reason of : 
the curvature of its top surface, thus pre 
venting it from leaving the hole under an 
ordinary stroke. . . . . . . . . . 
With the Gise of the device, it will be 

found that if the ball is driven with just . sufficient force it will drop into and stay in 
the hole. If slightly e 
a ball that hits the hol cessive force is used 90 

- - - - will engage the edge . . 
of the retainer and will be stopped and held 
in the hole. A retainer made of compara-... 
tively rigid inelastic material, such as com 
position, will be found superior to the use 
of wood or the like for this purpose, but ob. 

95. 
viously the material may be varied as found 
For holding the device in position at the 0 

lu0 edge of a rug or mat, I provide a pair of at 
...t, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - ' ' , " . . . . . . taching devices shown as flexible metal 

strips 16 fastened to the edge of the board 
7 adjacent the rug and provided at their 
free ends with pins 17. 
applied to the edge of a rug the strips are 

hen the device is 
placed under said edge and the rug pressed 

105. 

flown upon the pins being thereby hooked thereto and held in position against acci 
dental displacemet. And the surface of the 
rug and that of the base 7 will be at substan 
tially the same level so that the ball will 
not bounce or jump - but will roll across the joint. 

to 

In using the device it is applied to the . . . . 
edge of a rug as stated. Then the ball is placed at a suitable or desired distance from 
the device and upon being hit by a putter 

15 

will rolltoward the hole. frit misses, it will . . . . . 
be stopped and caught by the back and side 
strips. If it hits the hole, it will be held 
therein to complete the stroke, except in 
cases of exeessive force as above referred to. 
It may thus be used for individual practice 
Or in competition players may play in suc 
cession, and keep a score a 
game. Being constructed 

outdoor game. The ball can be removed 

in the actual 
- - - 2d of inexpensive 

materials, the device can be cheaplyn 
factured and will give a near approach to 
the actual playing conditions of the regular s O 

y manu 
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from the device by a mere tap by the blade 
of the putter, so it is unnecessary to stoop 
and pick the ball out, as in some other de 
vices, which becomes very tiresome on repeti 
tion. Also, several balls may be holed in 
succession, without removing the preceding 
balls. This saves time and travel back 
and forth. 
The particular description of the form 

shown, and the materials used, is not to be 
regarded as a limitation thereto, but vari 
ous changes or modifications may be made 
within the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the kind described, a 

base board having a hole therein, and a fixed 
l'etainer projecting over the hole at a proper 
height to frictionally engage the top of a 
ball entering the hole. - 

2. In a device of the kind described, a 
base board having a hole therein, and a rigid 
retainer projecting above the board in po 
sition to engage a ball in the hole, the front 
edge of the retainer having the form of a 
forwardly presented concave curve. 

3. A device as set forth it claim 2, said 
curve being concentric to the curvature of 
the rim of the hole. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 2, the 
points at the ends of said curved edge be 
ing located within the vertical plane of the 
rian of the hole. 

5. A device as set forth in claim 2, the 
points at the ends of said curved edge each 
being in position substantially in line with 

3 

the vertical axis of a ball entering the ex 
treme side edge of the hole. 

6. A device of the kind described, com 
prising a base board having a hole therein 
and adapted to be applied to the edge of a 
rug or the like, the thickness of the board 
being Substantially equal to that of the rug, 
and means to fasten the edge of the board 
to the edge of the rug. - 

7. A device as set forth in claim 6, said 
board being provided with a back stop strip 
at the rear edge thereof. - 

40 

8. A device as set forth in claim 6, the 
rear and side edges of the board having stop 

50 strips for the purpose described. . . 
9. In a device of the kind described, a 

base board having a hole therein, a back 
strip at the lear edge of the board, and a 
retainer projecting forwardly from said 
back strip with its front edge over the hole 
at a proper height to engage a ball thereby. 

10. A device as set forth in claim 9, said 
retainer being inclined slightly upwardly 
and forwardly from the back strip. 

11. A device as set forth in claim 9, said 
retainer being inclined upwardly and for 
wardly from the back strip and having a 
concave front edge located over the hole at 
a proper height to engage thereby a ball in 
the hole. 

ture in presence of a witness. 
DAVID B. EDMONSTON. 

Witness: " . . . . . . . 

Gro. E. Tew. 
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In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 


