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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A compact sized garment hanger for ski pants or other 

garments having a looped band where the looped band 
is slid over a downward sloping horizontal arm of the 
hanger and the arm is locked into a true horizontal en 
gaging position with the remainder of the hanger to form 
a closed hanger loop and lock the garment therein. The 
length of the horizontal arm is from about 0.5 to about 
6 inches. 

amasatatasueran 

This invention relates to garment hangers and more 
particularly relates to hangers for the orderly hanging 
of garments such as trousers, slacks, pants, skirts and the 
like wherein at least one stirrup, strap or other looped 
band is attached to the garment. The garment hanger is 
designed to hang the garment from the looped band such 
as a Stirrup, Strap, etc. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a stirrup 
pant hanger having means for supporting the pants by 
the stirrup. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
hanger for garments having at least one looped band, 
Said hanger having means for supporting the garment by 
the band. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
hanger having means to prevent the stirrup, straps, etc. 
from sliding while on the hanger. 

It is a principle object of this invention to provide a 
garment hanger of the above kind which is efficient in 
use, simple in design and inexpensive to manufacture. 
FIGURE 1 is a top view of a preferable embodiment 

of the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a front view of said preferable embodi 

ment. 

FIGURE 3 is a side view of said preferable embodi 
Ient. 

FIGURE 4 is a front view of an alternate preferable . 
embodiment. 
FIGURE 5 shows the garment hanger supporting 

stretch pants. - - -- 

FIGURE 2, which is drawn approximately to scale, 
most clearly shows the appearance of the preferable 
hanger of this invention. In FIGURE 2 the elements 
shown include neck portion 5 having a supporting hook 
or Suspension element 6 upwardly extending therefrom. 
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Suspension element 6 is sized to fit over the closet sup- - - 
porting rod, display rack, etc. in the same manner as a 
conventional clothes hanger. Since the typical closet rod 
has a maximum standard diameter, it is desirable that 
the diameter of the inner semi-circle formed by suspen 
sion element 6 slightly exceed this maximum diameter. 
Preferably the diameter of said semi-circle is from about 
14 inches to about 1% inches. If desired, advertising copy, 
such as the name of the manufacturer of the garment or 
store in which the garment was purchased may be car 
ried on the hanger at some position. Preferably suspen 
sion element 6 carries advertising copy 15 as shown in 
FIGURE 2. A downwardly sloping shoulder 7 extends 
at one end from neck portion 5. The other end of shoul 
der 7 carries at least one substantially horizontal arm, 
said arm being the supporting arm for the stirrup, strap, 
etc. In FIGURE 2 shoulder 7 carries two horizontal arms 
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only one arm of which is visible from the front view 
shown. This substantially horizontal arm 8 is attached 
at one end to shoulder 7 and carries a groove 9 near the 
other end of said arm. A downwardly sloping arm 10 is 
attached at one end to neck portion 5 and carries a hold 
ing bracket 1 at the other end. The holding bracket is 
positioned to engage groove 9 of horizontal arm 8 when 
arm 8 is raised slightly to a true horizontal position as 
shown in the dotted position. When arm 8 is in the dotted 
position, it is locked there and supported at one end by 
shoulder 7 and at the other end by holding bracket 11. 
When a stirrup is draped over arm 8 and the arm is 
locked into position with bracket 11, it is impossible for 
the stirrups to slip off the hanger. When arm 8 is not 
locked into position with bracket 11, it is not in a true 
horizontal position. However, the arm must possess suffi 
cient flexibility to allow it to be moved from the dotted 
position to the solid position. It should be noted that arm 
8 is normally in a slightly downwardly sloping position 
-(shown in the solid lines) from shoulder 7 when in its 
unlocked position. This allows the stirrup, strap, etc. to be 
easily slid onto arm 8. When arm 8 is raised and locked 
into the position (shown in dotted lines) tension will be 
placed on the arm since the arm wants to return to its 
normal downwardly sloping position. The tension serves 
to maintain the hanger in a locked position and prevent 
accidental unlocking of the arm. 
FIGURE 1 is a top view of the hanger shown in 

FIGURE. 2. In this view the other horizontal arm 12 is 
shown attached at one end to shoulder 7 and carrying 
groove 18 (shown in dotted) at the other end. In addi 
tion, downwardly sloping arm 0, holding bracket 11, 
suspension element 6, horizontal arm 8 and groove 9 are 
shown in this view. Slots 13 and 14 in bracket 1 are 
visible in this view and are employed to engage with 
grooves 9 and i8 respectively to lock arms 8 and 2 into 
supporting position. It is, of course, apparent that, as 
shown, the horizontal arms are not locked into position. 
FIGURE 3, which is drawn approximately to scale, is 

a side view of the hanger shown in FIGURE 2. In this 
view the holding bracket 11 is shown more clearly and 
contains slots 13 and 14 to lock the horizontal arms 
into position and securely maintain them there. Slot 13 

- engages and supports arm 8 while slot 14 engages and 
supports arm 12. Preferably groove 9 engages slot 13 
and groove 18 engages slot 14. The hanger will also func 
tion equally well if either the slots or the grooves are 
eliminated. However, at least one set (either the slots or 
the grooves) are preferably retained in order to securely 
maintain arms 8 and 12 in the true horizontal position. 

. In addition, suspension element 6, neck portion 5, and 
downwardly sloping arm 0 are visible from this view. 

It is possible to vary some of the details of construc 
tion of the preferable embodiment shown in FIGURES 
1, 2 and 3 such as to use a single substantially horizontal 
arm instead of two, use a different means for supporting 
the other end of the horizontal arms, use a different 
means for engaging the arms with the holding bracket, 
place ridging grooves along the length of the horizon 
tal arms to prevent the stirrups from slipping, etc. All 
these modifications are intended to be included in my in 
vention in its broadest sense. Included among the major 
advantages of my garment hanger are its small dimen 
sions, thus minimizing manufacturing expense and space 
occupied on a rack. The length of the horizontal arms 
is from about 0.5 to about 6 inches and preferably is 
about 3 inches. The vertical distance from the uppermost 
point on the suspension element to be the lowest point 
on the horizontal arm is from about 24 inches to about 
6 inches and preferably is about 3% inches. My garment 
hanger can be used advantageously in stores since the 
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hangers are inexpensive, occupy minimum space on a 
clothes rack, may carry advertising copy and are useful 
in supporting garments from their stirrups, straps, etc. 
In many cases it is preferable to support the garment 
from the stirrups since this will prevent fold lines and 
tight packing of garments on a display rack. This hanger 
is especially suited for stirrup pants such as stretch pants, 
ski slacks, etc. since they will permit a greater number 
of garments to be placed on a display rack, In many cases 
store owners must double the pant thickness when drap 
ing the pants over a conventional clothes hanger. The 
hangers with the clips mounted thereon are sometimes 
satisfactory to avoid this doubling thickness problem, 
but the jaws of the clips bite into the fabric and imar its 
appearance. If the tension on the jaws is reduced, there is 
not enough strength to support the weight of the pants. 
This effect is especially compounded in the case of ski 
pants since the fabric is of very heavy weight. 
The operation of the pant hanger is very simple and 

straightforward. The stirrups, straps, etc. are slid over 
the horizontal arms and the arms are then locked into 
Supporting position with the holding bracket. The gar 
ment hanger is then hung on the clothes rack. 
Another preferable embodiment of the present inven 

tion is shown in FIGURE 4. FIGURE 4 is a front view 
of the hanger similar to that of FIGURE 2. Again, neck 
portion 5' has suspension element 6' extending upwardly 
therefrom and shoulder 7" extending downwardly there 
from. Horizontal arm 8' extends at one end from shoulder 
7' and has restraining bar 6 attached thereto at the other 
end. The restraining bar serves to prevent the straps, stir 
rups, etc. from slipping off arm 8'. In addition, a series 
of ridging grooves 17 are carried by the upper surface 
of arm 8' to prevent the stirrup from sliding along the 
length of arm 8'. This embodiment has eliminated the 
downwardly extending arm shown in the FIGURES 1, 2 
and 3. Either one or two horizontal arms may be satisfac 
torily employed in this embodiment. 
FIGURE 5 shows an overall view of the garment 

hanger of the present invention being used to support 
stretch pants. Hanger 20 is shown supporting stretch 
pants 22. This is accomplished by draping stirrups 21 over 
the horizontal arm in hanger 20. It can also be seen how 
Small and compact hanger 20 is relative to the garment 
that it is supporting. It is easily imagined as to the diff 
erence in size when compared to a conventional clothes 
hanger. 
The hangers of the present invention may be con 

structed out of such material as metal, plastic, wood, etc. 
A preferable material is plastic since the hanger may be 
manufactured inexpensively by a molding process and 
uses inexpensive material. This technique is preferable 
since the hanger is all one continuous solid piece. Metal 
wire is also suitable. The horizontal arms either in the 
embodiment of FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 or as shown in FIG 
URE 4 may be constructed to have ridging grooves car 
ried along the upper side to prevent sliding along its 
length. This is readily accomplished when constructing 
the hanger out of plastic since the mold can be shaped 
to produce the ridging. 
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4. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A stirrup pants hanger which comprises: 
a neck portion; 
a suspension element upwardly extending from said 
neck portion; 

a downwardly sloping shoulder extending from said 
neck portion; 

two horizontal arms each connected at one end to and 
extending from a common point on said shoulder, 
and having a length of from about 0.5 to about 6 
inches, each horizontal arm to support a stirrup 
of a pant leg; 

a downward sloping arm extending at one end from 
the neck portion; and 

holding bracket means connected to the other end of 
the downward sloping arm to separately engage the 
other end of each horizontal arm forming a closed 
hanger loop to lock each stirrup therein. 

2. The hanger of claim 1 further characterized in that 
each horizontal arm is in a substantially truly horizontal 
elevation when engaged with the holding bracket means 
and each horizontal arm is in a slight downward sloping 
elevation with said one end being at the highest elevation 
when the horizontal arm is disengaged with the holding 
bracket means. 

3. The hanger of claim 2 further characterized in that 
the holding bracket means comprises a bar which forms 
a pair of slots, each slot able to engage one horizontal 
arm near its other end to lock and support the horizontal 
arm in the substantially truly horizontal elevation. 

4. The hanger of claim 3 further characterized in that 
a groove is formed near the other end of each horizontal 
arm, each groove engaging the slot in the holding bracket 
to securely lock the horizontal arm therein. 

5. The hanger of claim 4 further characterized in that 
the length of the horizontal arm is about 3 inches. 

6. The hanger of claim 4 further characterized in that 
the horizontal arm carries a series of ridging grooves to 
help prevent the stirrup from sliding. 
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