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12 Clalms

: Thxs ‘invention 1elates :t0' .games; and refers_

more particularly to.a machine for playing poker
and - similar games which: are. usually - played

" with a-deck of 52 or.53: playmg ‘cards. L :
© ..;An-object of the present invention is-the pro-

@

vision of a .game playing machine: which can-be

conveniently used by.crippled.or aged.persons,

or persons afflicted with various nervous-ail-- "

ments, -who -are -unable” to hold;  shufile -or- deal
playing cayrds, for the purpose of “playing vari-
ous games_similar -to those which are played by
means-of cards.

- Another object is the prov1s1on ‘of a novel and

entertaining -substitute for card gaies, cons_lst-
ing 'of a machine -the cperations of which-re-
place various manipulations which - must be car~-
ried out in the ‘course of :a-card game.
-A-further object is to-substitute playing. cards
"by. units which -are not-affected : by ordinary
* winds, thus making it-possible to play. card:games

10

»mng balls to other Dplayers. prmr 1o the dlscard
“The table is. provxded with  suitable means..en-

abling the player to draw., addltlonal Jballs. .. Fur-
thermaore, the table is <provided thh channels

. visible to.the players. wherein . balls may .be.ac-

cumulated thereby making it ‘possible to. play

. stud:poker, as;well as draw poker. Various pa,rts

of the table are {prov1ded with. -inclined surfaces
1eturn1ng the balls to: the mlxmg wheel,
he, 1nvent10n will, appear .MOre . clearly from

" the. following . detailed. descnptmn when taken in

connectlon Wlth the acoompanylnv dra\mngs )
showm - by way: of example, preferred. £embogi-
ments of the 1nvent1ve Jidea.

I the drawings: . =7

. Figure 4 .is a perspectwe view of, a table or
machine : constructed -in..accoxdance. w1th the .

’ prmmples of. Jthe present .mventlon

20

outdoors, for -instance, ‘on-lawns; beaches and ]

decks:of moving-steamships.
A still- further okject is to- ehmmate slow and
monotonous shuffling: and idealing .of ;playing

eards which afford undue advantages.to players:::

with long practice, and 10- substitute therefor a
. more -rapid, efiicient and -uniform machme-
" shuffiing and -machine-dealing: .of pla,yr.nor unxts

L]
i

Yet -another -object -is-to - eliminate ithe :inef- '

ﬁ01ent :and -inconvenient manual’; shuﬂhng ;and
dealing ;of {two.decks :necessary in various. card
games, -such.. as stud -poker,-and - ‘to substltute
therefor efficient and convenient shuffling .and
deahng of units-equivalent totwo decks of.cards.

Still -another object is to' provide ‘an, -enter-
taining -departure in card games which is most
suitable for a head table at poker and br1dge
parties.

-Other obJects of the present 1nventlon w111 be-
.come . apparent in ‘the .course .of: the followmg
specification. .

In- accomphshlng the obJects of.. the present

480
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- wheel 111ustrated 1n F1gures 8 and 9

Figure 2 is a top view: WJ.th a, part of A casmg
removed.-,

~Flgure 3is A, longltudlnally sectmn along the
lines.3—3 of: F1gure 2.

Figure 4 is.a tra.nsverse sectlon along the line
4-—4 of Figure 3.

-Figure 5-is. a- longltudlnal sectmn along the
hne 5—5 of Flgure 2,

‘Figure.6 is a\transverse sectlon along the 11ne
G———G of. Flgure 3.

, Bigure. 7.is a. transverse., sectlon along the:- lme
'l-—-‘l of Flgure 2. 5
‘Figure '8 s a.perspective view of : a somewhat
dlﬁerently constriicted poker playmg macl:nne

F1gure 9 is=g, 1ong1tud1na1 sectlon through the
machxne shown -ih ;E‘lgure 8.

-The machines, shown Jn the drawing. are ysed

‘to play 8aMES.: s1m11ar o those played by, cards

. ,Playmg cards.are. substrtuted by balls, 28 ,whleh

A0

‘mventlon it- was found. des1rable to prowde .8

table. carrying a. wheel. wherein the m1x1ng of .
balls or other rotary elements serving as a; ‘sub-

-istitute for-cards takes place. The rolling .of+the
balls,  which..constitutes- a. most important. fea-
ture.of - the games,’ is caused by grav1ty The
‘balls are. introduced- by sthe wheel into .various

tchannels which lead :to the.places occupzed by .

,players in- the course of. the .game, these places
being provided ‘with suitable pockets or: holders
ifor the .balls which  are. concealed from..other
players as:well.as ‘with. means- d1scard1ng -one.-or

50

-mere, of ;these. balls and.means. showmg the win- ;55

.may .be: made of wood ordlnaly or magmfymg

- glass, porcelaln plastlcs ivory,.cement or any

:ather suitable, matemal +The:balls may be ;made
Jin, convement slzes ranging.; from three =quarters

of an: 1nch 10+ -one.and one-half inches. in diam-

.eter and; may be . of. four..colors Whlch are-a. well

,recogmzed component of ord1nary,p1ay1ng cards,

namely, black for spades, blue for. clubs, red:, for
shearts :and white or ivory :for d1amoncls -The

Zballs are numbered lettered and.; decorated in

i manner similar- to that. prov1ded :on:playing
cards possxbly with.the addvtlons .of  lumingus

.marklngs and, the effects: of ; mag_mfy;nc -glass.

-Figures 1 to 7 of the drawings show a.poker
playing machine constituting the top:21.0f a table.
The table may-be. made:of wood -and . metal ;parts,




2 | |
or it may be made wholly or in combination of
metal, plastics or other suitable materials. The
shape of the table may be varied to suit different
requirements. Obviously the table may be sub-
stituted by a case or a box.

The table top 21 shown in Figure 1 is about

forty two inches long and twenty four inches wide -

with places for three players on each of the two
longer “sides, these places bemg de51gnated by
numerals 1:-to 6.

When using ‘the machme, the dealer of the
poker game is substituted by an operator. The

players in the first and sixth locations are in: :.

2,334,002

_ ment with an immovable platform dl, by a lelver

10

positions enabling them to operate the machine ;

conveniently and any player can assume the ;

operation by shifting to one of these two posi=< .

tions.

The top of the table 2! has inclined surfaces: " -

directed toward openings 98 which lead. to a-

hopper 29 constituting the boftom of the table.

“The -machine - comprises 'a mixing: wheel- 23,

a'device 24 for allocating the hands, a device 25
for dealing additionally drawn' playing balls and
a device 26 which forms open-channels for the
balls and wh1ch may be used in the: game of- stud
poker;

 'The mixing Wheel 23 is 111ustrated in grea,ter
detail in Figures 3 and 6 and comprises a casing
27 wh1ch has an opén side directed toward the
table, 5o that the'interior of the wheel is always
in commumcatmn with a ball-transmitting cham=
- ber 28 const1tut1ng the highest position of the
balls, and the’ hopper 29 for returning the balls.
The junction of the hopper 28 and the wheel 23
constitutes the lowermost position of the balls
which roll by gravity within thé machine from
the highest position to the lowest position and
are raised by the wheel 23 from the lowest pos1-
tion ‘to the highest position.

‘The casing 2T of the wheel is rotatable along
with its’ shaft 38 which is mounted in supports
19 and 3{. The support (8 has the formof an
elongated horizontally disposed body: the two

ends of which -are joined to the side walls 18 '

of‘the main casing of the machme The- support
34 constltutes an inner vertlcal wall of the main
casing,” ‘The crank 32 is used to rotate the
shaft 30 and the casing 2T connected therewith.
The rim ‘of the casing 27T carries a plurality of
‘bafiles 33 each of which has a straight portion
35 and a hook-shaped portion 86 provided with
a surface 34 which is inclined in the d1rect10n
‘toward the chambers 28 and 29 of the table.
The wheel 28 may be rotated in opposite di-
rections ahd may contain a large number of balls
20. When the wheel is rotated in one direction,
the baffles 88 will 1lift the balls which rest in the
casing, various heights up to six inches and pro-
ject, them on top of the mass of balls in the
hopper and will rotate the -whole mass thus mix-
ing them thoroughly When the wheel is ro-
tated in the opposite direction, the hook-shaped
portions 36 of the baﬂies 33 will raise the balls
‘while continting to mix them. Due to the in-
‘clination of the surfaces 34 upon which the balls
rest, they will ‘be able to roll convemently 1nto
the chamber 28.
" 'The distributing devices 24 and 25 are enclosed
‘by a casing 37. As shown in Figures 2 and 3, the
balls 20° which are led-by guides 46, roll upon a
‘platform 28 ‘which is attached by hinges 39 to
_avertical wall const1tutmg a part of the machme
casing..
The swingable platform 38 is held in a positlon
«in"“which ‘it -is somewhat inclined and in align-
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42 which is hinged at 43 to a lower platform 44
of the machine. -
is also scmewhat inclined. 'The lever 42 is con-

nected with arms 45 carrying a rod 4% which is--
. provided with a knob 47 (Figure 1).

The rod 46
carrying the knob 47 extends through a curved: -
slot 48 which is formed in a sidé wall of the .cas- -
mg 8T. :

-Inithe position shown 1n Figures 1 and 3, thep :
knob 41 is"in the left-hand end of the slot 48 .
and the vlatform 28 is supported by the lever 42,

‘When the knob 47 is moved msnually into the
right hand end of the slot 48, the lever 42 will -+
“be swung upon its hinges 43 and will Iower the -
-platform 38 -which swmgs downwardly upon 1ts B

hmges 39.

“The “upper immovable platform 4{ carries

guides 49 and partitions 68 which form six sep-

arate channels 54.- The use of the partitions or
rods ac ‘having edges Whlch are sharp at the end
permits conslderable latitude and ﬂex1b111ty in
the sh1ft1ng of therolling balls 20 into the chan=
nels, -~ The discharge from the baffles 33 of the
wheel 23 -is only ‘a few balls at a time, and re- .
peated -blows of succeeding ‘'small lots ‘of balls ™

“tend -to overcome:-clogging .of -the channel en-

trance - and to fill ‘each channel 54, The maxi- -

mum capacity of- the six channels 54 is thirty = - 5
balls; leaving twenty two balls upon the inclined . -

platform 28. A rod 8! may extend across the -
channels 54 above the platform 41 to serve as a ™
convenient stop for the balls rolling down ‘the
platform. The location of ‘the rod 51 is prefer- )
ably so selected that each of the channels 54 will -

hold five balls situated upon the platform 44 and = '
extendihg from the outer edo'e’.‘ES of the m’ovable o

platform 38 to the rod 51.

Six pins 52 are ‘carried by the top of t;he cas- v

ing 37:and carry stops 83. Each of the stops 53
may be situated in a separate channel 54 direct-

ly in front of the outer edge 55 to prevent the- o
balls'20 from redching the channels 54. “All the =~

pins 52 are raised to withdraw the stops.53 from
the channels 54 when six players participate in
a game. However, when there is a smaller num- .-
ber of -players, so that a number of locations :
marked ‘1 to 6 in- Figure 1- is-unoccupied; the”
pins 52 provided: w1th corresponding numerals
are depressed and-then their stops -563 ‘will pre-' -
vent. balls 20 from reachmg the corresponding‘
channels: 54. : )

When balls of a smaller dlameter ‘are used :
the length of:the channels 54°is adjusted to en-

sure that five balls will be located in each chan-- :
nel.”

The rod 51 extends through slots 56 provided -
in a side of the casing- 31. A lever 51 has one

end connected with the protruding end of the. - ‘

rod §l, while the opposite ‘end of the lever 51
carried a weight ‘53.
1ntermed1ate its ends and outs1de of the casing :

37 upon & p1vot 59 wl'nch is carried by the cas- S

ing 31.° .
The platform 38 carnes a supporting rod 60—
which extends through a slot 61 provided in a”
side of the casing 37..
platform 88 shown in full lines in: Figure 3; the -
rod- 60-extends directly below the ‘lever-81, so

that it will support the lever 51 in the position N

shown in Figure 1.

‘When the ‘knob 47 is moved to the right hand'
end of the slot 48, the lever 42 and the platform -
38 will swing downwardly, the rod ‘60 movlng

The immovable platform 44 - -

The lever 51 is mounted ’

In the position of the
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anng with the platform 38. Thus the:lever 5T
will' not be: supported’ any. more by the rod §0:

and‘the weight 58 will:move downwardly, turn-

ing: the: lever 81 about its pivot 59 and mov-
ing the rod 51 upwardly out of its pos1t10n across
the- channels 54;

. Each’of the channels 54 is in commumcatmn
Wlth a separate vertical upper passage 62. Pas-
sages 63 are situated directly below the tubes 62,
and:enclose openings 64 in the platform 44 (Fig,
4). 'Six inclined tubes 65 lead from the open-
ings 64 to the six locations marked 1 to 6 and
assigned to the six players, Thus the hands: of
five playing units which: are. customarily: used
in playing draw poker are allocated and counted
accurately and the balls are transmitted-to the
players -from the channels 54. :

The front of the casing 37 includes 51x doors
66 (Figs. 1. and:3) which are attached by hinges
61:t0 the.platform 44-and which are situated close
to the six passages 63.  The doors 66 are inter-
connected. by a rod ‘68.one end of which car-
ried g knob:69 and ‘extends through aslot- 18
provided in a side of the casing 81. In the illus-

trated position, the doors do not interfere with.

the. passage of ‘the balls toward the tubes 65:
However, the doors may be swung downwardly
by shifting the knob .65 to the right hand end
of “the slot 18 (ooking in the direction of Fig-
ure.1), and then the doors €6.will close the open-
ings 64. As will be described hereinafter, this
arrangement 1s utilized in the game of stud
poker.

..The dealing device 25 is mounted mainly upon
the lower fixed platform 44. Tt includes two
converging guides Tl leading toward six selec-
tor-keys 12 marked 1 to 6, respectively. HEach
key. 12 -has an elongated body 13 which extends
upwardly: through a slot T4  formed in the top
of the casing 3T (Fig. 4).. The body 13 is piv-
ofed -at T5. intermediate its ends and its lower
end has the form of a semi-cylindrical member

16 which is wide enocugh: to hold a ball 20 situ--

ated  upon the platform 44. The keys 12 are
held in the illustrated positions by springs:1T.
The space- directly beneath each key 12 is in
communication with a separate . passage 63 by
means of guides 78 forming channels 13 (Fig. 2).
The semi-cylindrical holders 16 are-of such di-
mensions and are so . located, that each of them
may. receive one ball directed by the guides T1.
The channels 19 are so arranged that each key
12 will discharge its ball into a separate chan~
nel when the key. is turned inwardly about its
pivot: 75. The channels 19 lead:to passages 63
and .are so disposed .that a channel 19 ending at
the key marked “1” is in communication” with
that passage 63 which communicates with the
tube. 65 leading to the location marked “1,” and
so:forth. Thus a turning of each key 12 will de=
liver an additional ball to the location' bearing
the same number as the key which has been
turned.

Six holders 80 are situated at the locatmns
marked 1 to 6 which are assigned to the players
or contestants (Fig. 1). -These holders are lo-
cated in windows 81 provided in the side walls
{8 of the table 2{. Each holder includes a chan-
nel or:ball carrier 82 which extends across the
window 81 ‘and one end of ‘which is situated di-
rectly below an opening 83 communicating with
atube 66. Thus the balls 20 transmitted by the
tubes 65 are received-in the carriers 82 where
they are clearly visible to the individual players.
However, each of the .carriers.82.is so:located

in-the window. 81 and: below the:top of:the: table:
21 .that the balls. upon.-that carrier are:visible;
only to the: player assigned: to.that: particular
location. Racks 84 which:hold the.poker chips
are situated between the windows: 81-and provide-
additional: concealment.

If necessary, the balls in the holders 80 may

- be further concealed by the- 1nstallatmn of rail-
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ings 85. (Fig. 1) and.the like.’

It.is. apparent from the: above ‘that. the: balls:
29 are concealed from the players while they are
Leing moved or while they:roll throughout the
machine and. until they emerge through  the:
openings §3. and.'drop into.'the: carriers 82, at
which time each hand of the balls is readﬂy vis~
mle and accessible to:its player. ‘

The carriers §2 are supported by a vertically
disposed . linie of* brush. or bristles:86 carried by
bars 87T which are suspended upon hinges: 88 by
angular supports 8%. The brush: 86 may serve
as s -convenient retainihg wall enabling the play-
er to discard any one of‘his balls.

The front of the. casing’ 3T includes a. trap
door 94 having the form: of. an inverted: box
situatad in front of the keys: 12 -and: over an
opening 92 leading - to the hopper 28 (Fig. 5).
The trap door 81 is connected by hinges: 93 to
t‘le platform- 44 and’ carries a handle §4 ’

‘The trap door 891 may be operated to:dislodge
the balls: when they ‘become  blocked or qumeo
when descending into the keys 12

‘The device 26 which 'is-used in the game of

stud poker is situated in front of the casing 3T
upon- theé exposed part of the platform 44. The
device -includes parallel guides 85 forming six
channels 95 which extend between the doors 66
and trap:doors-97. Mach trap door 8T is hinged
2t'98'to the platform 44 (Fig. 3) and has-an up-
turned edge §9 facing its channel 86, The trap
doors 87 cover opening 100 leading to the hopper
8- (Fig. 3). The edges 99 maintain the balis
2§ in ‘the channels 96 when the trap doors 87
are closed.
- As already stated, the machine may be used for
playing draw' poker as-well as stud poker. In
all 'games the rolling of the balls 20 by force ‘of
gravity is utilized for carrying out the various
steps of the game. :

The balls which are- collected in' the. lower
portion of the wheel 23 (Figs. 3 and 6) by the
hopper 29 are mixed by rotating the wheel in a
direction in which 'the straight portion 85 of
the bafies 33 will shift and turn the mass of balls,
thereby effecting a more efficient and thorough
mixing and shuffling then can ordinarily be at-
tained through hand shuifling of playing cards.
Then the wheel is rotated in the opposite direc-
tion and in the course of this rotation each bafflé
33 will entrap some of the balls and lift them to
the uppermost chamber 28, so that the balls will
roll down the inclined surface 34 of a bafle and
into the chamber 28.. A few such revolutions
of the wheel 23 will lift all the balls necessary

“for the playing of the game into the chamber 28,

When the knob 47 is in the left hand position
shown in Figure 1, the platform 38 of the cham-
ber. 28.is held by. the lever 42 in alinement with
the immovable platform 41. If the stops 53 are
raised, the balls will roll down the platferm 38 and
into the six channels 54 carried by the platform
4f; until they are stopped-by the rod 5. The
location of the rod 51 is so selected: that each-of
the six channels 54 upon the platform will:carry
five balls. Thus. five ball :hands, which are: the
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eduivalent.of five card hands used in draw poker,
are allocated to the six players. : .
© Then the operator moves: the knob 47 to the
right hand end. of the slot 48 (Fig. 1), .thereby:
turning downwardly the lever 42 and the plat-
form 38 and moving the rod 60 oubt of engage-.
ment with the. lever 57. Then the weight §8
will swing the lever 81 and raise. the rod 51,
permitting the balls to -roll in the channels 54
and to drop through the upper vertical passages
62, the lower passages 63 and the opening 64
into the inclined tubes 65 which lead to the
carriers 82 located at the six locations marked
1 t0.6 and assigned to the six players. - The doors
66 are in their raised positions at that time.
Thus each player receives a hand of five balls,

‘When the platform 38 is moved to its inclined
position, at least twenty two balls located upon
that platform will roll downwardly upon the
platform 44 and will be guided by the guides 7t
as two parallel single columns or files toward
the keys 12. The first six balls will be held by
the ends 18 of the keys.12.

The players -can. discard some or all of the
balls carried by the holders 82 by pressing the
balls to be discarded through the bristles 86.
The balls drop upon the inclined surfaces of the
hopper 23 (Fig, 4) and roll toward the wheel 23.

Upon discarding, each player may draw from

the residue of the bhalls upon the platform 44 the -

same number of balls which he discarded. 'This
is accomplished by operating the key 72 marked
with the same numeral which is allotted to the
players. - Thus the operator may quickly deal to
any player the number of balls, one at a time,
which that player desires to draw and calls for.

As the drawing operation has filled and com-
pleted the hand of each contestant, the betting,
withdrawing and determination of the winning
hand may proceed in the same manner as that

“used in playing draw poker with playing cards.

A player shows his winning hand by swinging
his holder 83 about its hinges 82, as shown hy
broken lines in Figure 7. 'The support 89 is so
bent that it fits conveniently around the edge of
the table, while the carrier €2 -and the halls
carried thereby will be raised above the table.
These balls may be dumped conveniently upon
the top of the table 21 and will roll along inclined
surfaces to the apertures 80; they drop through
these apertures into the hopper 29. o

The game of stud poker involves the additional
use of the device 26. ;

The channels 96 of the device 26 are separated
by doors 66 from the passages 63 connected with
the keys 12 by the channels 79 (Figs. 2 and 4).
When the knob €8 is moved to the right hand
end of the slot 78 (Fig. 1), the doors 68 are swung
downwardly to close the openings 64 and provide
a direct connection between each key 72 and a
separate channel 98. Each turning of a key 72
will now cause a ball to roll into the correspond-
ing channel 85. When the knob £9 is returned
toits left hand position, the keys 72 will be again.
connected to the holders 88. By manipulating
the knob 68 any ball 20 can bhe dealt down, i. e.
concealed in a holder 88, or dealt up, i. e, ex-
posed in a channel 96, thus duplicating the con-
cealed and uniconcealed dealing which is used in
playing stud poker. :

Balls situated in the channels 85 are discharged
by opening the trap doors 97 and permitting the
balls to drop through the openings 150 into the
hopper 29 (Fig, 3). Balls situated in the car-
riers 82 may be pushed through the brushes 8§
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directly  into the hopper 28 (Fig. 1).. Undealt-
balls remaining in the keys 12 and the channels-
leading thereto will roll by gravity to the hopper:
29 when the trap door 91 is raised by operating:
the lever 84. -As all the balls in the hopper 29
descend into the wheel 23, the round of play.is
completed and the next round will be a repetition
of that described, - S o Ui
. The keys 12, the open channel device 26 and
the  parts cooperating therewith may. be used.
separately for playing various games of solitaire
and similar games which are now played by the
use of playing cards. . ) L
‘The stud poker machine shown -in Figures.8.
to 10 of the drawings may have the form of a.
table 101 approximately twenty six inches square. -
with a place on each side for one of the four
contestants. The table may be made of wood
and metal parts, but a satisfactory table can:also -
be made of plastics and other suitable materials;
The table can be round, oblong or other shapes
and it can be of any suitable dimensions. ‘A case
having the form of a box can be used instead of.
the table, ;. ; : ) .
The table I6{ has side walls 182 carrying an
inner support (83 and an outer support {04 serv-
ing as bearings for the shaft 185 of a mixing. -
wheel 188, The shaft 1085 carries a crank 115, -
The wheel 108 may be about nine inches in di-
ameter and have a rim about two and one quar-
ter inches wide, but it admits of considerable
departure from these dimensions. - PR
The wheel 18§ has four partition walls 107 and
is in communication with a hopper 108 consti-
tuting the bottom of the table, and with a deal-
ing chamber 109,
Balls. 20 used in the game may be the same as
those .previously described and have one inch
in diameter. The balls drop or roll by gravity:
within the machine from their highest location

" in ‘the chamber 109 to their lowest location in
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the hopper 108 and are raised and carried back
to the chamber 109 in the pockets 144 of the
walls 167 by. the rotation of the wheel 106 in the
direction of the arrow {10. The balls are guid-
ed into the pockets {14 by inclined surfaces of
the partition walls 107. Each pocket 114 is open-
on one side to receive the balls. ' S
When the wheel 106.is rotated in the opposite -
direction, namely, in the direction of the arrow -
{11, the walls 197 will mix and shuffie the balls
208 situated in the wheel 186 and in the adjacent
part of the hopper 188. . o
Two metal strips 112 and 143 situated in' the
wheel 185 are sufficiently wide to cover the pock-
ets 114 of the walls 187 and have elongated: slots .
116 and 111, respectively, through which the
shaft 105 extends:. The pockets 114 are.dimen-
sioned. to hold one ball each. As the wheel 106
rotates in the direction of the arrow 110, a strip
drops by gravity and closes a pocket t148 when
that pocket is‘in the lower bosition, thereby en-
trapping the ball in the pocket; the ball is.raised
by the further rotation of the wheel, wheretipon
the strip drops again by gravity and opens the
pocket when the pocket .is near its highest. posi-
tion. Thus the balls are singled out of ‘the pock-
ets 114 and are released one at a time into the
chamber 109 leading to the dealing tube.118, . =
The rear wall of the wheel 10§ may-be pro- .
vided with four holes (37 situated opposite the -
pockets (14, The crank (15 may be eliminated
and the wheel 106 may be conveniently rotated
by an operator who may insert a finger in one.of
the holes 187, - The wheel 106 may be partly en~
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-closedin 4 ‘casing ~f38 connectéed with the table
-484 -and ‘having indicia 139 at its top.. 'One-ball
will ‘be dealt ‘whenever ahole 137 is brought op-
posite the indicia §39.

The -¢chamber 189 is provided ‘with-an; opemng‘ N

419 situated directly above :an opening 120 pro-
-vided in the dealing tube 118.

“The dealing tube 118 is swmgably mounted upon
a- 'pin-or pivot-12{ which is -carried by the-upper
platform §22 of the table 101,
are provided in the table top 122 and-are-so

Jocated ‘in relation. to the dealing tube {18 that

they may :be selectively covered by the:outer end
-.of the tube 118. The tube 148 has an opening

{24 -which may be placed directly-over that open-.

-ing 123 which is covered by the tube. The open-
ings 123 -are ‘in communication with “ineclined
$roughs or channels 125 leading to four-ball hold-
-ers-126 which are located in windows 127 at places
to:be oceupied by the four players. ‘

The -outer end of the tube 118 has-an opening
121, ~ A:door 128 is hingéd at. 129 to the tube 118
and carries a lever or handle 139 to facilitate its
manipulation. The door 128: may be. swung: to
close the-opening 127 or the opening 124.

The table top 122 carries parallel guides 131
forming four channels 432 which extend between
the openings 123 and trap doors 182 hinged at 134
to-the table top- 122 and having raised -edges 135

- which face the channels 132, ‘The trap doors 1338

-cover-openings (36 leading to the hopper 163 con-
sstituting the bottom of the table.

The distributing tube 118 and the tab)e top 122
are inclined in a direction away from the wheel
408 so that when the door 128 closes the opening
424, balls will: roll .out. of :the tube |18 through
the opening:127 and into a-channel 132.
cther hand, when the opening {27. is -closed by
the .door 128, the balls -28 will drop -through the

_openings 124 and 123 and will:roll down the chan-.
“Thus-the balls may

nels 125 to the holders 124,
be singly .dealt down and. concealed or ‘dealt up
and made visible to all the players, thereby simu-
lating a similar dealing of playing:cards in games
of the various kinds-of stud poker.
in the wheel 106, the chamber 169, the tube 118
and the channels 125 are invisible to the players
. 'The ball-holders. 126 -may be substantially sim-
_ilar to those previously desecribéd -and are  sus-

pendéd upen hinges in the table windows 121, 50!

that the holders 126 may. be swung- above the
table top 122 to discharge the balls which 'they
carry.on top.of thetable. .

The table top 122 carries rails or gwdes 140

and includes surfaces which are inclined in.the-

directions from the locations of the players to-
ward four trap deors {41 which cover openings
communicating ‘with the hopper 188. Thus. the
‘balls dumped on the table top 122 by each player
roll toward a trap door 141 and the dlscard with-
out being mixed with the balls of another player

The playing and determination of the winning
hand proceed in this gaine in the same manner as

when playing cards are used, the winning hand
" being deduced from balls visiblein ‘a-channel 132
and balls in the correspnndmg holder 125 Whlch
is swWung wupwardly ‘by the winher to reveal such
balls to the other players. The round of play
-is. completed " When all balls :are returned to the
hopper 108.

It is apparent that the 1llustrated piaymg ele-
-ments and described games -are capable of wide
variation and modification: Wlthout departing
from the intent, pr1nc1p1es or spirit of the present
invention. .

Four epenings 123

On the

Balls: rolling:
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- "‘I‘hes‘e’mixing‘ and dealing wheels 23 or {06 may

-be:used: independently: of-cther parts of the ma-
“chines as number selecting -devices for the .pur-
“pose .of -selecting "a lot or a winning ticket or
‘number’ out-of a large mass of tickets sold by
.churches, fraternal societies and the'.like.

For
that purpose, the-wheels may be enlarged and the

“balls numbered to correspond with the numbers
“on:the tickets sold. . The operations, including the

‘movement of the balls from the hopper-into the

:wheel, the mixing of the balls when the wheel is

turned in one direction -and- the allocation and

-discharge -of ‘the ‘balls.singly when the wheel is

~turhing in the opposite direction, can, by appro-

.20
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-priate construction of the apparatus, be concealed

to whatever extent is desired, or made visible in
whole or in-part. ~Thus the selection of the win-

~ning numbers would be wholly mechanical with~

-out the'contact -of the human hand, but each! step
of the process may bemade visible.

“The :above. and other variations and modlﬁca—
‘tions are 1o be included w1th1n the 'scope of the

- present invention.

What isclaimed is:

-1. An:apparatus 51mu1a1:mg the playmg of card
games, ‘wherein ‘the ‘cards are replaced by balls
carrymg card indicia, said-apparatus comprising,
in' combination; means for mixing said balls'and
raising them to an elevated position, means hav-

‘ing inclined .causeways leading from said elevated
‘position to-a plurality ‘of players’ locations for
“gelectively delivering said balls to said locations
by ¢ausing said ‘balls-to roll by gravity upon said

causeways; holders at said locations for:receiv-

s ing said balls, means concealing ‘the -balls -ina
‘holder at each location from: view from - other
locations, Theans swingably supporting said hold-

ers t0 expose the winning balls in a holdér, ‘and
a “hopper for transmitting ballsdiscarded from
said holders to said mixing and raising means.

*2." A holder for a plurality of balls carrying card

‘indicia, said holder comprising a groove-like ball
-carrier, a line of brush having ‘ends connected to

© an. edge -of “said -carrier, and suspending means

45°
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carrying iother-ends of ‘said line of brush, whereby
dballs- located upon  said .groove-like :ball carrier
may- be removed therefrom by: bemg pushed
througn said line of brush.

1 .An apparatus simulating the playmg of card

'games wherein the cards are replaced by balls.
-carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,
in-coinbination, means constituting grooves, each
.of said -grooves being adapted to contain a pre-

-determined number of said balls, locking means
maintaining said number of balls in said grooves,
a 'movable platform adapted to connect said po-
sition with said grooves and to interrupt this con-
nection, means actuating- said locking means to

release the balls:in said grooves when said plat-

form interrupts the connection between said po-

~gition -and said grooves, and-means transmitting
-balls released from each groove to a separate play-

er’s location.
4. An apparatus Srmulatmg the playing of card
games, Wherein the cards are replaced by balls

~carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,

in. combination;.-a swingable platform:receiving
said balls, an:immovable platform»receiving balls

-from-said swingable platform in the raised po-
.sition of the latter, guides carried by said immov-
-gble platform and forming a plurality of grooves
- thereon, a rod -adapted to -extend across said
-grooves-to hold a predetermined number of balls

- - therein, a pivoted lever having one end connected

G

with said /rod a weight carried by the other end
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of said lever, means connected with said swing-
able platform and engaging said lever to main-
tain said rod in its holding position when said
swingable platform is in itg raised position; a lever
supporting said swingable platform in its raised
“position and movable out of engagement there-
. with to lower said swingable. platform, whereby
said lever-engaging means release said lever and
whereby 'a turning of said lever caused by said
weight moves said rod out of its holding position,
-and means transmitting balls released from each
groove to a separate player’s location.

. 5. An apparatus simulating the playing of card
games, wherein the cards are replaced by balls
carrying card indicia, said apparatus compris-
ing, in combination, means for mixing and rais-
-ing said balls, ball-containing holders at a plu-
-rality. of players’ locations, means concealing the
balls in a holder at each location from view from
other locations, means constituting open ball-con-
- taining channels visible from all locations, means
selectively transmitting the raised balls to said
holders and said channels, and means for sup-
plying discarded balls from said holders and said
- channels to said mixing and raising means.

6. An apparatus simulating the playing of card
games, wherein the cards are replaced by balls
carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,

-in combination, ball-containing holders at a plu-
. rality of players™locations, means concealing the
balls in a holder at each location from view from
other locations, a casing containing said. balls
and having two sets of openings formed thérein,
- doors for selectively closing each set of openings,
‘tubes connecting one set of openings with said
holders, an open platform adjacent said casing,
and guides carried by said open platform- and
. constituting channels communicating with  said
-other set of opemngs and visible from all loca-
tions.

7. An apparatus simulating the playmg of card
games, wherein the cards are replaced by balls
carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,

“in combination, ball-containing holders at a plu-

" rality of players’ locations, means concealing.the

balls in a holder at each location from view from
~other Iocations, a.swingable . casing receiving
‘raised balls and having two openings formed
therein, a door selectively closing each opening,

an open platform, ‘guides carried by said open’

platform and constituting channels. visible from
“all locations, said open platform having openmgs
formed therein, tubes connecting the openings
formed. in said open plaiform with said holders,

means swingably supporting said casing to con--

‘nect one of the openings formed in said’ casing
with any one of the openings formed in said open
platform "and to connect the other one of the
openings formed in said casing with any one of
“said channels, depending’ upon the position of
said ‘door, and means for supplying discarded
balls from said holders and said channels for the
_purpose of raising said balls.

8. An apparatis simulating the playitig of card

vgames wherein the cards are replaced by balls .

" carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,
in combination, a casing enclosing at -least cne
channel formed therein - and transmitting -said
balls, a plurahty of keys ‘pivotally mounted one
“behind the other in said casmg and having semi-
cylindrical ends each holding one “ball situated
in said channel, and means consututlng other
‘channels formed therein and extendmg toward

said keys transversely to the ﬁrst-mentloned'

-channel, whereby said keys: when swuhg selec-
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-tively remove the balls held in said ends from

the first-mentioned channel to said other chan-
neéls; said other channels extendmg to a, plurality

of players’ locations.

9. An apparatus s1mu1at1ng the playing of card
games, wherein the cards are replaced’ by.balls
carrying card indicia, said apparatus comprising,v,
in combination, ball-containing holders-at a plu-~
rality of players’ locations, means concealing the
balls in-a holder at each Iocation from view from
otheér locations; a platform, guides carried by said

“platform and constituting channels visible. from - .

all . locations, means selectively transmitting the -
balls to said holders and to one end of said ‘chan-
nels, said Pplatform having openings. formed
therein and situated at the other end of said
channels, said channels being inclined toward
said openings, trap doors closing said: openings
and maintaining the balls in said channels when
said openings are closed, and a hopper situated
adjacent “said holders and communicating with
said openings for supplying balls discarded from.
said holders- and through said opcmngs for the :
purpose of raising said balls.
10. An apparatus simulating the - playmg iof .
card games, wherein the cards are replaced by
halls carrying card indiciz, said apparatus.com-
prising, in combination, means having inclined
causeways . leading- from an elevated position to
a plurality of players’ locations for selectively de- -
livering said balls to said locations by causing
said balls to roll by gravity upon said causeways,
means selectively interrupting the supply of said.
balls from said elevated position to any one of
said locations, and means for supplying dlscarded' .
balls from said locations for the purpose of rals-

ing said balls to said elevated position.

11. An apparatus simulating the playing of
card games, wherein the cards are replaced by
balls carrying card indicia, said apparatus comi-
prising, in comblnatmn means for dividing balls
into-counted sets, means for delivering said sets

~of balls tc a rplurality of players’ locations, hold-

ers; at said locations for receiving said balls,
means for transmitting balls discarded by play-
ers from said holders for the purpose of raising

“said’ balls, means commumcatmg with said ball-

delivering . means for transmntmg additional
balls. to said players’ locations, whereby said ad-

- ditional balls replace balls discarded by the play-

ers, and means swingably supporting said hold-
ers to expose the winning balls in a holder,
12. An- apparatus s1mu1at1ng the playmg of

'ca,rd games, wherein the cards are replaced by

halls carrying card indicia, said apparatus com-
prising, in combination, g casing constituting the
top of a table having a plurality of sides, means

. within said table top for dividing the balls into

counted sets, windows formed. in said table top
at the sides thereof and constituting locatlons

_for the players, each window being visible to its

player and concealed from other: players;- means .
within said casing for delivering said-sets of ba]ls :
to said windows, the movement of the balls with-
in said casing being concealed from the players

~until the delivery of the balls, holders situated in

said windows and receiving said ‘balls, means

.within said casing for transmitting balls discard-

ed by players from said holders for the purpose

~of raising said balls, and means swingably ‘sup--

porting said holders for raising them to the table
top and thereby dlsplaymg the Wmmng balls in

‘a ‘holder. -
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