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1

The present invention relates to an improved
game board and has particular relation to a
device of this type adapted to instruct the user
in the proper playing of the game known as con-
tract bridge. Purther a player using the device
need not obtain either partner or opponents and
may receive instruction through actual playirg.

It is an object of the invention to provide means
whereby a player has indicated to him the proper
manner of playing a particular game and at the
same time has before him at least ome alternate
method of play.

It is a further object of the invention to provide
2 solitaire bridge game.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of novel means for indicating the progress
of a particular game.

A still further object of the invention is the
provision of a self-teaching bridge game having
removgble members representing bridge deals
and having a guide to conventional lines of play.

A further object of the invention is the prowi-
sion of novel stylus operated indicators which
may be used singly or a row at a time with a
“zipper” effect.

For further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer-
ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming g mate-
rial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a contract bridge
game board constructed according to one form
of the invention,

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a part of any
one of the four normal bridge playing positions
and illustrates a tap or push motion that causes
simulated cards to individually appear or dis-
appear from the player’s view.

PFig. 3 is a perspective view of a part of any one
of the four normal bridge positions and showing
in particular the row of thirteen simulated cards
concealed under their respective masks or cover-
ings and illustrating a manual operation to pro-
duce a “zipper” effect through the use of a stylus
drawn along the line A—A to facilitate a. spon-
taneous and substantially simultaneous appear-
ance or disappearance of all thirteen simulated
cards in any one hand or playing positiorn.

Fig, 4 is g plan view of the face member of the
game board shown in Figure 1.

Fig, 5 is a plan view of a base board forming
a part of the invention,
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2

Fig. 6 is a plan view of a removable deal sheet
forming a part of the invention.

Fig, 7 is a plan view of a masking sheet utilized
in the invention.

Fig. 8 is a detailed view of a portion of the in-
vention.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a stylus used in
earrying out the invention.

Fig. 10 is a sectional view taken substantially
along line {0—10 of Figure: 1.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
there is shown therein a game board comprising
a substantially square open-topped box 18 hav-
ing sides Kl and an inwardly extending frame
member 2. Legs 13 are mounted one at each
corner to provide a support for the board. ]

A base board 14 lies within and is spaced from
the bottom of the box 10 by means of four align-
ing pegs {5 having marrowed upwardly extending
portions 16 which protrude through openings 11
in the base board 14, a removable deal sheet {8,
a masking shield member 19 and a face member
20, respectively, to properly position the same.

It will be seen that the face member 20 is
hinged ab its upper edge by means of an adhesive
strip. or the Hke to the frame member 12 and is
provided with a plurality of epenings 22 arranged
in four groups to represent four “hands” of a
game bridge. Attached to the face member is a
bracket 23 adapted to hold in place a stylus 24
when. the latter is not inuse.

Positioned beneath: the face member 20 is the
masking shield member 18 which is so cutb as to
provide a. plurality of flexible flaps 25 which
register with the openings 22 in the face sheet.

Beneath the shield member #9 is positioned a
removable deal sheet {8 cut in such manner as to
provide flexible indicia- bearing flaps 26 adapted
te register and coact with the flaps 2% in a man-
ner hereinafter set forth. This deal sheet has
printed on its surface an analysis and instructions
concerning the particular bridge game it sets
forth, as indicated at 2T. A tab 28 for lifting
the sheet is attached cenfrally at its lower erd
and is adapted to le in a groove 29 cut in the
frame member 2.

The base board is provided with a plurality of
openings 30 adapted to register with the openings
22 and flaps 25 and 26 and likewise to allow for
free operation of the flaps by means of the stylus
in & manner hereinafter to be described.

In opergtion, it will be apparent that the player
will first select a deal sheet I8, placing the same
between the masking shield 19 and the base board
(4, The masking strield and the face member 20
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are then positioned by means of the pins i5 and
openings 17 over the deal sheet and play is ready
to begin, the player having first read the problem
and instructions as indicated at 31 on the deal
sheet. The stylus 24 is now taken by the player
and he may, if desired, expose an entire row of
the inaicia bearing flaps 26 by running the stylus
along one edge of the elongated openings 22 or
he may expose a single flap by pressing down-
wardly with the stylus. By proper manipulation
of the stylus, an indicia bearing flap may bhe ex-
posed and again shielded any desired number of
times at the will of the player.

It will be noted that there may be exposed in
the eiongated openings 22 flaps bearing indica-
tions of particular playing cards and that on
either side of such openings is provided a row
of smalier openings allowing for certain numbers
to appear. This construction allows the player
to use an alfernate method of play, thus provid-
ing a game board which is not only enjoyable
but instructive.

It is to be understood that the deal sheets may
be changed from time to time, thus allowing for
a constant change in the bridge problems
presented.

The material utilized in forming the deal sheet
and masking shield is preferably of springy ma-
terial such as, for example, a plastic composition
or a plastic sprayed paper.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred embodiments of my invention, it is to
be understood that I do not limit myself to the
precise constructions herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifications

. coming within the scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my inventioin, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. A game board, comprising a box having a
top wall formed with an opening and a bottom
wall spaced from said top wall, a base board
within said box, a deal sheet superimposed on
said base board, a masking shield member super-
imposed on said deal sheet, a face member super-
imposed on said masking shield member, said base
board and superimposed deal sheet, masking
shield member and face member occupying less
than all the space between said top and bottom
walls, and pegs supporting said base board, deal
sheet, masking shield member and face member
in a position in which the top face of said face
member will be flush with the top face of said
top wall of said box.

2. A game board, comprising a box having a
top wall formed with an openhing and a bottom
wall spaced from said top wall, a base board
within said box, a deal sheet superimposed on said
base board, a masking shield member super-
imposed on said deal sheet, a face member super-
imposed on said masking shield member, said
base board and superimposed deal sheet, masking
shield member and face member occupying less
than all the space between said top and bottom
walls, and pegs supporting said base board, deal
sheet, masking shield member and face member
in a position in which the top face of said face
member will be flush with the top face of said
top wall of said box, said pegs being formed with
reduced upwardly extending portions engaging
aligned openings formed in said superimposed
base board, deal sheet, masking shield member
and face member,

3. A game board, comprising a box having a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

60

55

60

65

70

75

top wall formed with an opening and a bottom
wall spaced from said top wall, a base board
within said box, a deal sheet superimposed on
said base board, a masking shield member super-
imposed on said deal sheet, a face member super-
imposed on said masking shield member, said
base board and superimposed deal sheet, masking
shield member and face member occupying less

‘than all the space between said top and bottom

walls, and pegs supporting said base board, deal
sheet, masking shield member and face member
in a position in which the top face of said face
member will be flush with the top face of said
top wall of said box, said face member and said
base board being formed with aligned elongated
slots, tabs formed on said deal sheet and extended
substantially across said aligned slots from one
longitudinal edge thereof, indicia formed on the
top face of said tabs and viewable through the
elongated slot in said face member, tabs formed
on said masking shield member and extended
substantially across said aligned slots in align-
ment with the tabs of said deal sheet from the
other longitudinal edge of said aligned slots and
normally superimposed on the tabs of said deal
sheet, to cover the indicia on the tabs of said
deal sheet, said deal sheet and said masking shield
member being formed of flexible material,
whereby the superimposed tabs may be depressed
to allow the free edges of the tabs on said deal
sheet to pass the free edges of the tabs on said
masking shield member so that the tabs on said
deal sheet may assume a position superimposed
on the tabs of said masking shield member to
expose the indicia normally covered by said latter
tabs.

4. In a game board, a face member formed
with an elongated slot, 2 masking shield member
below said face member, a deal sheet below said
masking shield member, tabs formed on said deal
sheet in alignment with said slot and extended
substantially all the way across said slot from
one longitudinal edge thereof, indicia formed on
the top face of said tabs and normally viewable
through said slot, tabs formed on said masking
shield member and extended substantially all the
way across said slot in alignment with the tabs
of said deal sheet and from the other longitudi-
nal edge of said slot and normally superimposed
on the tabs of said deal sheet to cover the indicia
on the tabs of said deal sheet.

5. In a game board, a face member formed
with an elongated slot, a masking shield member
below said face member, a deal sheet below said
masking shield member, tabs formed on said deal
sheet in alignment with said slot and extended
substantially all the way across said slot from
one longitudinal edge thereof, indicia formed on
the top face of said tabs and normally viewable
through said slot, tabs formed on said masking
shield member and extended substantially all the
way across said slot in alignment with the tabs of
said deal sheet and from the other longitudinal
edge of said slot and normally superimposed on
the tabs of said deal sheet to cover the indicia on
the tabs of said deal sheet, said deal sheet and
said masking shield member being formed of flex~
ible material, whereby the said superimposed tabs
may be depressed to allow the free edges of the
tabs on said deal sheet to pass the free edges of
the tabs on said masking shield member so that
the tabs on said deal sheet may assume a position
superimposed on the tabs of said masking shield
member to expose the indicia normally covered
by said latter tabs.
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6. In & gaine board, a face member formed
with an elongated slot, a masking shicld member
below said face member, a deal sheet below said
masking shield member, tabs formed on said deal
sheet in alignment with said slot and extended
substantially all the way across said slot from
one longitudinal edge thereof, indicia formed on
the top face of said tabs and normally viewable
through said slot, tabs formed on said masking
shield member and extended substantially all the
way across said slot in alignment with the tabs
of said deal sheet and from the other longitudi-
nal edge of said slot and normally superimposed
on the tabs of said deal sheet to cover the indicia
on the tabs of said deal sheet, said deal sheet and
said masking shield member being formed of
flexible material, whereby, the said superimposed
tabs may be depressed to allow the free edges of
the tabs on said deal sheet to pass the iree edges

of the tabs on said masking shield member so ¢

that the tabs on said deal sheet may assume a
position superimposed on the tabs of said mask-
ing shield member to expose the indicia normally
covered by said latter tabs, and a base board

beneath said deal sheet formed with a slot coex-~ :

tensive with said slot in said face member and
about the longitudinal edges of which the tabs
fiex when depressed.

7. In a game board, a face member formed

with an elongated slot, a masking shield member ¢

below said face member, a deal sheet below said
masking shield member, tabs formed on said deal
sheet in alignment with said slot and extended
substantially all the way across said slot from
one longitudinal edge thereof, indicia formed on
the top face of said tabs and normally viewable
through said slot, tabs formed on said masking
shield member and extended substantially all the
way across said slot in alignment with the tabs of
said deal sheet and from the other longitudinal
edge of said slot and normally superimposed on
the tabs of said deal sheet, to cover the indicia on
the tabs of said deal sheet, said deal sheet and
said masking shield member being formed of
flexible material, whereby, the said superimposed
tabs may be depressed to allow the free edges of
the tabs on said deal sheet to pass the free edges
of the tabs on said masking shicld member so
that the tabs on said deal sheet may assume a

position superimposed on the tabs of said mask- 5

ing shield member to expose the indicia normally
covered by said latter tabs, and means holding
said deal sheet, masking shield member and face
member in a superimposed raised position so that
said tabs may be depressed.

8. A game board, comprising a rectangular
case, having therein a plurality of shouldered
pins, a base board mounted on said pins and rest-
ing on the shoulders thereof, a deal sheet mount-
ed on said pins and resting on said base board,
a masking shield member mounted on said pins
and resting on said deal sheet, and a face mem-
ber mounted on said pins and resting on said
masking shield member, said base board having
four slots therein, said deal sheet having four
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rows of tabs disposed over said four slots, said
masking shield member having four rows of tabs
disposed over and oppositely directed to the tabs
of said deal sheet, said face member having four
slots disposed over said tabs and in line with the
slots of said base board, said tabs of said deal
sheet having indicia thereon normally covered
by the tabs of said masking shield member, said
tabs extending from opposite sides of said aligned
slots toward but not all the way to the other side
thereof, whereby, when one of said tabs of said
masking shield member is pressed down, it passes
under the adjacent deal sheet tab exposing the
same, said tabs being resilient and tending to
stay parallel to the plane of said deal sheet and
masking shield member, said tabs passing through
said slots of said base board when being inter-
changed.

9. A game board, comprising a rectangular
case, having therein a plurality of shouldered
pins, a base board mounted on said pins and rest-
ing on the shoulders thereof, a deal sheet mount-
ed on said pins and resting on said base board,
2 masking shield member mounted on said pins
and resting on said deal sheet, and a face mem-
ber mounted on said pins and resting on said
masking shield member, said base board having
four slots therein, said deal sheet having four
rows of tabs disposed over said four slots, said
masking shield member having four rows of tabs
disposed over and oppositely directed to the tabs
of said deal sheet, said face member having four
slots disposed over said tabs and in line with the
slots of said base board, said tabs of said deal
sheet having indicia thereon normally covered by
the tabs of said masking shield member, said
tabs extending from opposite sides of said aligned
slots toward, but not all the way to, the other
side thereof, whereby, when one of said tabs of
said masking shield member is pressed down, it
passes under the adjacent deal sheet tab expos-
ing the same, said tabs being resilient and tend-
ing to stay parallel to the plane of said deal sheet
and masking shield member, said tabs passing
through said slots of said base board when being
interchanged, and a stylus for pressing said tabs
downward in each of said face sheet slots expos=
ing a row of said tabs of said masking shield
member, whereby, said exposed tabs of each slot
may be quickly interchanged to expose the indi-
cia on all the respective tabs of said deal sheet
by drawing said stylus along the side of said slot
remote from the free ends of said tabs of said
masking shield member while simultaneously
pressing downward on said stylus.

WALLACE FREDERIC STROH.

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
1,930,008 Goodwin ..o Oct, 10, 1933
2,124,941 EllS e July 26,1938




