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To whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OLIVER A. GOOLD, of 

Portland, in the county of Cumberland and 
State of Maine, have invented a new and use 
ful Method of Dressing Leather and Render. 
ing the same Impervious to Water; and Ihere. 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description thereof, which will enable 
others to use the same. 
The blacking or dressing substance or com 

pound which I apply to the leather I do not 
specifically claim, but merely state that it is 
one into the composition of which gum shel 
lac or any other similar gum possessing equiv 
alent properties enters. The coloring sub 
stances are those which are usually em 
ployed for this purpose, such as lamp-black, 
bone-black, or ivory-black. There has been 
in use a certain compound for the polishing 
and dressing of leather which is composed of 
shellac, spirits, lamp-black, and twenty drops 
of oil to the gallon of alcohol. (See patent 
of A. Boudrou, June 11, 1867, No. 65,535.) 
This composition is like or similar to the one 
employed by me. This compound has been 
somewhat extensively employed, but has been 
found subject to a single objection which near 
ly or quite destroys its practical usefulness, 
and, although imparting a superior luster, has 
been abandoned on account of this objection. 
This difficulty is that, in time, the polishing 
substance becomes dry and cracks upon the 
surface of the leather, and the leather itself 
becomes dry and hard. 
The purpose of my method is to be able to 

employ dressings for leather which contain the 
gum shellac and equivalent gums, and, at the 
same time, to prevent the cracking and hard 
ening of the leather by reason of the use of 
the same. With this view I first saturate and 
soften the leather. With any oleaginous sub 
stance, oil, grease, or fat. When this sub 
stance has become absorbed by the leather I 
then immediately apply the dressing or pol 
ishing substance, substantially as hereinbe 
fore described. This, unlike most other black 
ings or dressing substances, will impart a pol 

ish when applied to leather over grease. The 
effect of the application of the grease and 
the dressing substance as I apply them is to 
keep the leather soft and flexible to form a 
surface over the grease or oil, thus retaining 
the oil within the pores of the leather and 
preventing the absorption of water by the 
leather. When the dressing material is thus 
applied the polish is obtained by merely rub 
bing the surface with a cloth. When the pol 
ish is once formed and the substance becomes 
dry it is unaffected by Water, and will not 
wash off, as is the case with other blacking 
and dressing compounds. 

It is observed that in my method of dress 
ing leather the oleaginous substance is neither 
compounded with or applied at the same time 
with the polishing substance, but is first ap 
plied for the purpose of rendering the leather 
Soft. The polishing substance is subsequent 
ly applied with the double purpose of impart. 
ing the luster and retaining the oil within the 
pores of the leather. 
This method will be found very useful in 

the dressing of boots, shoes, harness, &c., in 
asmuch as it is calculated to withstand the ef. 
fects of the weather. 

In dressing leather (to which my method is 
more peculiarly applicable when manufac 
tured into boots and shoes) any oleaginous 
matter may be used, either animal or vegeta 
ble; but the blacking and polishing material, in 
order to produce the before-mentioned result, 
must be of the ingredients and very nearly 
in the proportions following-namely: Alco 
hol, one gallon; gum shellac, two and one-half 
pounds; lamp-black, one ounce; oil, one-half 
pint; but as the combination in these materials 
is purely a mechanical one any spirits may be 
used which are the equivalent of alcohol upon 
any gum which is mechanically the equiva 
lent of gum shellac, with any black which is 
the mechanical equivalent to lamp or bone 
black, and with any oil. ' 
In the ingredients named the stated propor 

tions produce the desired result; but, if other 
analogous materials were used, the propor 

  



tions must, of course, be varied according to 
the difference existing in then of soluble power, 
solubility, and power of imparting color. 
- What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The method of dressing leather herein 
described-to wit: By first applying to the 
surface of the leather any suitable oleaginous 

substance, and then applying thereupon the 
dressing material, composed of the ingredi 
ents and in the proportions herein described, 
or their equivalents. 

OLIVER A, GOOLD. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM EENRY CIFFORD, 
D. W. SCRIBNER. 

  


