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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES VIELDAU, OF NEW YORK, IN. Y. 

STOPPER FOR WASHIBASINS, &c. 

934,330. 
Application filed January 11, 1909, 

To all whom it may concern." 
Be it known that I, CHARLES MELDAU, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding in New York, borough of Manhattan, 
county and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Stoppers for Washbasins, &c., of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved stop 

per for wash-basins, Wash-tubs, bath-tubs, 
sinks and similar articles in which Water is 
retained for some time and drained off after 
USG. 

Heretofore the stoppers or plugs for wash 
basins and other articles were connected by 
a chain with a suitable Support on the Wash 
basin or other article. The chains are ob 
jectionable because they frequently become 
detached from the plugs or the Supports or 
get in the Way So as to pull out the stoppers 
or plugs from their seats. 
The object of this invention is to furnish 

an improved stopper for Wash-basins and 
other articles in which the chain is entirely 
dispensed with and the stopper held in open 
position, sidewise of the drain-opening, and 
which closes the drain-opening when placed 
on its seat in a reliable manner for holding 
the water and which is readily opened for 
draining off the Water from the Wash-basin 
or other article; and for this purpose the in 
vention consists of a Wash-basin or other 
article, the drain-opening of which is pro 
vided with a central guide-piece and a stop 
per seated in the bushing of the drain 
opening and provided with a plug at its up 
per end, a stem being screwed into said plug 
and guided in said socket and provided at 
its lower end with an enlarged portion which 
is bent at an obtuse angle of inclination to 
the stem. So as to permit the dropping of the 
plug sidewise of the drain-opening when 
the drain-opening is to be opened. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents a vertical central Section of a 
wash-basin with my improved stopper shown 
in position in the drain-opening of the basin, 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the improved 
stopper drawn on a larger scale, Fig. 3 is a 
detail top-view of the bushing and guide 
piece placed in the drain-opening of the 
basin, and Fig. 4 is a side-elevation partly in 
vertical Section showing the stopper in open 
position for draining off the water from the 
wash-basin or other article. 

Similar letters of reference indicate cor 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Sept. 4, 1909. 
Serial No. 471,556. 

responding parts throughout the Several 
figures. 

Referring to the drawings, a represents 
the stopper or plug for a wash-basin or simi 
lar article. The plug a is provided with a 
central button at at its upper end, which is 
Smaller than the plug and arranged close to 
the body of the plug so as to project as little 
as possible above the drain-opening b of the 
Wash-basin. The circumference of the plug 
a is made tapering so as to fit into a corre 
spondingly-tapered seat of the bushing d, 
placed in the drain-opening of the basin. 
The bushing d is provided with a central 
perforated guide-piece di Supported by ra 
dial arms d' for guiding the stem e of the 
plug a. The upper end of the stem e is 
threaded and screwed into an interiorly 
threaded central Socket e at the under-side 
of the plug (I. The lower end of the stem e 
is provided with an enlarged ball-shaped 
terminal e°, which is placed at an obtuse 
angle of inclination to the stem e, so that 
when the plug is lifted out of the drain 
opening it can be swung side-wise of the 
Same over the basin, sink, or other article, 
So as to rest thereon by the Weight of the 
plug, as shown in Fig. 4. The stem e is pro 
vided, adjacent to the enlarged terminal e°, 
With a neck e of reduced size, which en 
gages the perforated guide-piece d' and as 
sists in holding the plug in open position 
sidewise of the drain-opening. To the up 
per end of the stem, adjacent to the under 
side of the plug (, is attached a fixed collar 
f which prevents the dropping of the stem 
through the guide-piece into the drain-open 
ing in case the plug should be accidentally 
unscrewed from the upper threaded end of 
the stem. When the basin, sink or other arti 
cle is to be closed by the stopper, the plug 
is taken hold at the button a, and dropped 
into the seat of the bushing for closing the 
Same; in this position the stopper prevents 
the draining off the Water in the basin-tub 
or other article until the water is desired to 
be drained off, when the stopper is lifted 
out of the Seat of the bushing d and placed 
in tilted position sidewise of the drain-open 
ling. 
The advantages of my improved stopper 

for wash-basins and the like are, first, that 
a stopper is furnished which can be used 
without a suspension-chain; second, that the 
stopper can be readily taken hold of by its 
button and placed in closed position in the 
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drain-opening or in position sidewise of the 
same, in which latter position it is held by 
its stem and its guide-piece and by the 
weight of the plug; and, third, that the 
stopper or plug can be supplied at a greatly 
reduced expense as compared with the cost 
of the stoppel's and suspension-chains here 
tofore in use. - Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 1. The combination, with the drain-open 
ing and bushing of a wash-basin, sink or other, article, of a perforated guide-piece in 
said bushing, a plug to be seated in the 
bushing, a stem attached to the underside of 
the plug and having an enlarged terminal 
at its lower end, said terminal being at an 
obtuse angle of inclination to the stem for permitting the tilting of the plug into a posi 
tion sidewise of the drain-opening. 

2. The combination, with the drain-open 
ing and bushing of a wash-basin or similar 
article, of a plug having a button at its up 
per part, and a tapering body, and a central 
stem attached to the bottom of the plug, said 
stem being provided with an enlarged lower 
end which is bent at an obtuse angle of in 
clination to the stem. i 

3. In a wash-basin, the combination, with l 

934,380 
a drain-opening and bushing for the same, 
the bushing being provided with a tapering 
Seat and a perforated guide-piece, of a plug 
provided with a button at its upper part, a 
tapering body fitting in the Seat of the bush 
ing, a stem attached to the bottom of the 
plug and an enlarged terminal arranged at 
an obtuse angle of inclination to the stem 
and provided with a reduced neck adjacent 
to the enlarged terminal. 

4. In a wash-basin, the combination, with 
a drain-opening and a bushing for the same, 
the bushing being provided with a tapering 
Seat and a cential perforated guide-piece, of 
a plug provided with a button at its upper : 
part, a tapering body fitting into the seat of 
the bushing, a stem attached to the bottom 
of the plug, an enlarged terminal arranged 
at an angle of inclination to the stem and 
provided with a reduced neck adjacent to : 
the enlarged terminal, and a fixed collar on 
the stem adjacent to the under-side or bottom 
of the stopper. 
in testimony, that I claim the foregoing 

as my invention, I have signed my name in 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

CHA.S. MELDAU. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL GoEPEL, 
HENRY J. SICELEBIER. 
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