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4 Claims.

This invention relates to parking meters where
the parker of a car inserts a coin which prepays
his parking privilege, usually for an hour,

Parking meters are well known and in great
variety but it is believed that all of them that
may be considered are equipped with clockwork
more or less complicated which requires frequent
rewinding and not infrequently gets out of order,
necessitating a trip te trafic court and an argu-
ment with the judge unless the victim submits
to the customary fine of one dollar for something
he was not guilty of.

The principal object of the present invention
is an adequate timing parking meter that con-
tains no clockwork whatever; hence the annoy-
ance referred to in the preceding paragraph is
eliminated.

Another object is a parklng meter that can-
not be prepaid in advance, like a slot gas meter,
because municipalities will not use such meters,
the purpose being relief of congestion more than
revenue, which is incidental, at least in theory.

‘The foregoing and other objects that will be
apparent from the specification constitute the
purposes of the present invention, the scope of
which is to be ascertained from the claims and

ascertain the fact while riding the street, as is
customary.

In the drawings (Fig. I), | Is a standard se-
curely attached to & base member not shown.
It will contain a coin receptacle portion 2, with-

. in which a coin box not shown will rest in posi-
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not from the quite detailed description of the

embodiment in its best form as I am now ad-
vised and which has been used to disclose the
invention but not as fixing its limltations of
scope.

Drawings accompany and form & part here-
of, in which:

Pig. I is a front elevation of the meter. This
will usually be the sidewalk side but may be the
street side if desired;

Fig. II shows & portion of the structure shown
in Fig. I at an enlarged scale for clarity; a
part has been removed from the face, showing
certain parts in section and other parts exposed
in such manner that the working of the meter
can be understood;

Pig. III is a section of Fig. II taken on the
line III—III, Fig. II;

Fig. IV is in part the same structure shown
in Fig. III foreshortened, but with a coin being
inserted to show the operation of the clearing de-
‘wice, hereinafter explained in detail; and

Fig. V is a view of a portion of the front of

the machine, projected from Fig. II, showing

the coin slots and disclosing how insertion of
the coin clears the machine and drops previous-
1y used coins from sight, at the same time clear-
ing the signal which indicates prepayment of
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tion to receive coins from the meter as the ma-
chine is cleared. The coin box is made acces-
sible by the removable door panel 3, secured by
the lock 4.

A head 8 surmounts the coin receptacle por-
tion 2 and is provided with a plurality of coin
slots such as 6, 7, 8 and § in Fig. V.

Directly beneath each slot will be a flat coin
chute 10, at the bottom of which is a transpar-.
ency | behind which the coin comes to rest and
through which its authenticity may, in general,
be ascertained. This is shown in Pig. I, where
the slot marked “1 to 2" shows the coin through
the transparency; while another window 12, di-
rectly above, of which there is one for each slot,
shows a pald signal such as a green disc. This
signal is raised by contact of the coin, on its
way to temporary rest at the bottom of the chute
10, with the long end of the bell-crank lever 13.

This action is clearly shown at the right hand
end of Fig. II where the bell crank lever {3, at
the righ’ awaiting a coin is extended part way
across the chute (8 and the same kind of a lever
in the next chute to the left of the one first
mentioned has been forced downwardly by the
weight of the coin, in thig case marked “C”.

The movement of this bell crank lever pulls -
the wire (4 and raises the prepaid signal, in
this case indicated by P, so that it will show
through the window 2 as in Fig. I. There will
be registering windows on both sides of the in-
strument, or instead of windows a rectangular
pane of glass or other transparency may be used,
though windows are preferred. The operation
of the signal is plain from the drawings but it

may further be said that the signal P will be a

distinctive element, easy to see and is shown
provided with an arm Pa pivoted on the pivot
{8, and the signal P is of sufficiently greater
welght than the long arm of the bell crank I3
that it will return the assembly to the position
shown in dotted outline, Fig. I, at right, when
the coln is cleared.

I will now describe the coin clearing device.

. A shaft 18 is rotatably mounted in suitable bear-

ings at both sides of the inner part of the head
§ in such manner that it is somewhat above and
behind the upper terminus or entrance of the

the parking fee so that a motorcycle officer can 55 coin chutes 10 and normal to their axes. Coin
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levers |1 are made rigid with this shaft, squal
tn number to the coin chutes employed snd s0
fashioned as by & coin lug ila st the bottom
that the coin Iug forms an effective temporary
eoin holder for the corresponding coin chute

i€ and also it will be equipped with & cam lug

iTb (see Fig. V) so that insertion of @& coin
will rock the shaft (8 with which it is made
rigid. This of course rocks the shaft and there-
fore the duplicetes of the lever {7 not touched
by & coin at that time. Each lever i7 is biased
to closed position, that shown in Fig. III a8 dia-
grammatically indicated by the compression
spring 29, hence any coins held by their parts

17a will drop, clearing the machine, The last,

coin used at evening will be cleared by the first
one used the following day as will at once be
clear.

Usually parking periods for which users are re-
guired to insert coins are of one hour duration,
from 8 &. m. to 6 r m.; hence I have shown the
appropriate numkber of slots and coin handiing
devices, each of which is equipped with devices
like those described. Though they are -detailed
only in part, the rest will be understood to be
present.

Just as one can tell the time from a clock
as far as he can see the vague outline of the
hands, so also will one recognize the proper
place to expect & vsiid prepaid signal to be in
sight.

Proper rules for use can be enacted and post-
ed on the machines by lettering below the coin
transparencies or on sther convenient surfaces.

Having disclosed my invention soc that any
one skilled in the gt to which it belongs, may

make and use it, what I claim as new and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is:
1. In o parking meter, 8 head, means for sup-
porting the head above a sireet ab easily visible
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elevation, a plurality of coin slots in side by sjde-
relationship in said head, coin chutes below m
slots, signaling means operable upon <
of & coin into a slot that are effective to indi-
cate the slot wherein it was inserted, a trans-
parency through which an inserted coin may
be seen after insertion, means for temporarily
holding said coin on view, and other means op-
erable upon the insertion of the coin in a slot
effsctive to drop all coins previously inserted and
on view to a point of storage.

3. A parking meter comprising in combination,
a head member, structures effective to support

said head in accessible position, a plurality of

coin slots in side by side relationship in said
head, coin receiving chutes disposed to receive
coins from sald slots, & coin rest at the lower
end of each chute that supports a coin in position:
visible from the outside of the head, a signal
means normally invisible that is made operative
by passage of a coin through a chute to indi-
cate its presence therein and means operable by
forcing & coin into a slot that are effective to
drop & coin that may be in an adjacent slot.

3. A parking meter comprising a head member,
a plurality of coin slots placed according to plan
in said head to indicate time periods of use, coin
receiving means below each slot effective to re-
tain the coin on view until another coin is in-
serted in a slot and means made operative by
forcing & coin into a slot to drop from view all
coins previously inserted in any slot.

4. The combination as claimed in claim 3 and
including s signal to indicate the presence of &
coin in a particular coin recelving means, that
iz made operative by a coin therein and which
becomes inoperative at once when the coin is
dropped. .
GECRGE M. FERGUSON.



