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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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987,153. 
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. . . . y Specification of Letters raieut. Pastestega Sa..., 2A, 35. 
1938. Serial. So, 42:,352. 

To all whom i may concern. . . 
Be it known that I, Holy ES MARSHALL, 

residing at New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
a certain new and useful improvement in 
Game-Counters, of which the following is a 
fall, clear, and exact description, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a simple and eficient anechanical adder for 
counting and showing game scores. 

25 

3. s 

- 4. o 

My adder is well adapted for showing 
bridge whist scores, for example. When 
so arranged it has one portion adapted to 
count the points and another to count the 
honors. It is alranged so that it shows at 
once the movement required to make the 
proper addition for any particular number 
of tricks or combinations of honors without 
requiring any couputation whatever. It is 
provided with a jock so that the score may 
not be tain pered with or inadvertently 
changed. - 
My counter is arranged to be made in the 

foral of a flat structure adapted to lie coin 
veniently on the table, it may be made of 
paper or jetal, or other material as de 
sired. - 
The als; ye. In entioned features of Iny in 

vention and other's will be apparent fron 
the following thore detaiied description of 
prefered embodiment, thereof. 
The drawings clearly illustrate y inven 

tion. , -- . 

Figure i is a plail of icy conte; in a pre 
ferred form: Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan of 
the right hand half of the counter with the 
to plate removed: Figs. 3 and 4 are cross 
sections on the lines. 3-3 and 4-4 of Fig. 2 respectively: Fig. 5 is an enlarged frag 
mei) tary view of a portion of the indic:tto!' 
shown in the lower left hand portion of Fig. 
E. : jig. G is a perspective view of a stop for 
tle rivable dial. 
As shown in the drawings, the fi'a Rae of 

iny counter consists of a base piate A, a top 
plate A', and a suitable intern ediate sepa 
ratic A' located adjacent to the edge pf the 
base and top plates. The base and top 
plates are fastened together by suitable pins 

ilag through the separating border, 

dy 
vt. 

3.a. 
Within the flat, hollow frame are nounted 

two dials, Oile, indicated by B, for scoring 
the points, and the other B for scoring the 
honors. Each dial stands belind a circula: 
opening a or (c. in the top plate. A which is 
Somewhat Smaller than the dial. Formed 
on the top plate adjacent to the edge of this 
circular opening are indications of the se 
res of timbers running from 0 to 100. 
Preferably only ever numbers are showin, as 
there is no combination in bridge whist giv 
ing an odd score. Every even itamber from 
2 to 98 inclusive is preferably printed in this 
Series, while for convenience, the figures ( 
of 100 may be onitted. Each dial is di 
vided, near the edge of the portion which 
in arks which equal in lunyer the indica 
tions on the top plate, that is, fifty, indica 

itions. ..." 
Formed through the top plate adjacent 

to be dials opposite the 100 or zeiro position 
are suitable windows at and (ii, these wii 
dows overlapping the dials. . In the outer 
periphery of the dials in such position as to 
be visible through the corresponding win 
dow as the dials are titled gi'e a series of 
in Enbers comprising idi the even unbar's 

lies increase as one goes in a di 
it'3-clockwise. 

At the inner end of each of the dividing 
marks () on the dials are small openings () 
and secured to the base plaie A opposite the 
100 or Zey'o (sition on the frame is a suit 

'ection coin 

able block C which stands in the path of any 
thi () tigh any of the openings ()'. The stop 
C may be formed in any suitable manner. 
as, for ex: ple, a metal clip, such as shown 
in Fig (), which has prongs (; projecting 
chrough the base plate, the center portion 
of the clip thus extending upward fron the 
lipper side of the base plate, as shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. . 

it will be seeii from his construction that 
if a dial B or B stands with its opening 
y 

it. pin or stylus which unity be projected 

“Zero” showing through the window, and a 

: wherefore there is provided a fiat hollow 

shows, into a number of equal spaces by 

from 2 to 00 arranged in the sale order as 
the figu:'es on the to plate, that is, the se 

3. 5 

60 

is 

8 5 

95 

OO 

  



25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

5 5. 

60 

suitable stylus be inserted in any of the 
holes: b (for example, the hole opposite the 
numeral S) and the dial be moved by Sicil 
stylus in a clock-wise direction until the 
stylus all its against the stop C, a corre 
sponding amount (S in this instance) will 
show through the window. Now, with “8 
showing through the window, if the stylus 
be again insertu at the numental S on the 
top plate and tie dial shoved forward again 
until the stylus abuts the stop, the numeral 
visible through the window will be 16, and 
so on; so that the figure showing through 
the window will be the sun of the successive 
amounts indicated by the initial position 
which the stylus occupies. 
The apparatus so far described would be 

effective for adding up to 100. To allow higher additions, provide carrying wheels. 
There is one of these for each dial, one of 
them being shown in Fig. 2, and designated 
D. Each wheel has ten teeth or projections 
d on its periphery numbered respectively 
from Zero to 9. any of which numbers is 
adapted to show through the corresponding 
window a' or a, ailing with the figures on 
the corresponding dial which show through 
that window. A suitable pinb (Fig. 2) is 
carried" by each dial on its under side and is 
adapted to engage one of the teeth d and 
turn the adding dial one tooth whenever the 
main dial passes from 98 to 100. By this 
means 100 is added to the amount showing 
through the window whenever the dial 
makes a complete rotation, and the total 
annount is lead as one number. For exam 
ple, as shown in the right hand portion of 
Fig. 1, the dial B has made four complete. 
rotations and an amount corresponding to 
38 on the fifth rotation. 
The counting dials B and B preferably 

lie adjacent to the top plate A', being held 
up by a suitable washer or filler Ebeneath 
them. The journaling of these dials may be 
accomplished by an eyelet F. The adding 
dials preferably extend beneath the main 
dials and have suitable fillers G above them. 
To provide against any inadvertent or im 

proper shifting of the dials, I provide a 
suitable lock. This comprises a pawl H 
(Fig. 2) which is pivoted to the base plate 
and has a nose h adapted to enter any of 
the notches b” which are formed in the pe 
ripheries of the dial, one adjacent to each 
number thereon. The pawl also has a suit 
able pin h, which is adapted to stand be 
tween the teeth d on the adding dial. 
pawl is normally held by a spring J in this 
position, as shown in full lines in Fig. 2. 
With the pawi in this position, both the 
main dial and the adding dial are locked. 
The pawl, however, Juay be turned back into 
the position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, 

The 

987,151 

where it releases both the main dial and the 
adding dial. To so tirn the pawl back, a 
suitable key is required, which consists of a 
thin blade or pin (; projecting from a suit 
able stem or shank which is adapted to be 
inserted through the key-hole a in the top 
plate. Fig. 2 shows this arrangement for 
the dial B only, but an identical construction 
is provided for the dial B. 

In order to enable liny counter to show at 
once just how much the dials shall be turned 
for each number of odd tricks or each coin 
bination of honors held. I print or other 
Wise form on the top plate adjacent to the 
numbers referred to the various combina 
tions which may give that number. Thus, 
one odd in spa?ies counts 2, so that opposite 
the figure 2 oil the points scorer, I print the 
numeral 1 with the pictorial character of a 
spade. Similarly, opposite the number 8, I 
print 4 spaces, 2 clubs, and I heart, since 
such number of odds in the respective suits 
would give S. Opposite 12, I print (3 spades, 
3 clubs, 2 diamonds, and one “no trumps,” 
which latter 1 indicato by “N. T.' This 
system is carried throughout for each suit. 
or for “no trumps, and for each number of 
odds from 1 to 7, so that it is not necessary 
for the Scorel' to figure up what the tricks 
amount to, as he can read directly on the 
indicator and score accordingly. Thus, for 
example, if one is fortunate enough to have 
7 no trump odds, he at once places the stylus 
in the hole opposite the mark “ NT,” that 
is, opposite. Si, and Swings the dial around 
clockwise until the stylus stops by engaging 
the stop C. The pictorial indication is car 
tied out also on the honor indicator, the 
picture of the different suits with the num 
ber held being placed opposite the amount 
which such honors count. Thus, 3 spades 
is opposite the figure 4; 4 Spades and 3 clubs 
Opp 
figure 10. 
count 16, and to indicate this I form on 
the picture of the spade, a circle about the 
figure 4. 4 spades in one hand and one in 
the partner's would count 18, and this I 
indicate by forming on the spade, picture 
* 1: P. 5 spade honors in one hand, count 
ing 20, are designated by the figure 5 with 
a circle around it on the spade. This is 
shown more clearly in Fig. 5. The same 
system of indication is carried out for the 
other suits. - 

In addition to the suit honors, are the no 
trumps count 40, and 4 no trumps in one 
hand-100, these being indicated by the 
characters 3 NT, 4 N.T. and 4 N T within 
a circle respectively. There is also the 
amount of 20 to be added for a “little slam.” 

osite the figure 8; 5. Spades opposite the 
4 spades in one hand would 

trump honors. 3 no trumps count 30, 4 no 
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the points dial set back to Zero. 

value to be added, 

and 40 for a “big slam. 'ihese are idi 
cated by the characters “ i. S. and “ 3 S 
opposite the number's 20 and 48 respectively. 

It will be seen flat, with each of y dials 
the amo Int, which the various points or 
honors count need not be calcildaiad, at the 
slim may be scored directly. Or, if one does 
nake the mental calculation and score by 
the addition of definite huia bel's, by ay 
dials, the pictorial representations for in a 
check or the numbers. in try event, all 
chance of error is done away with, not only 
in allowing the right value for the risis 
or honors but aiso in the addition itself. 
If desired, the points it the end if each 
gaine may be added to the honor score and 

his at 
the end of the evening the honor indicator 
will show at a glance the total scos' A. 

als 
accordingly the deiay in adding coluialis is 

avoided. 
contests aii the scoring can be doe by one 
appointed scorer, who keeps the key for re 
leasing the various dials. This the scores 

25 have an official character which would other 
wise be lacking. 

If desired, may add to lay counter slit 
able dials showing the number of games 
played and showing what the t 

They are held between the top 
and botton plates by suitable eyelets J. 
They project beyond the edges if the Éraine 
so that they may be conveniently titled by 
one's finger engaging their periphery. The 
indication on these dials shows through 
suitable openings or windows a' and (i." On 
the top plate. 

Having thus described iny invention, i. 
claim: - 

1. In a game counter, the combination of 
a member having thereon progressively ar 
ranged pictorial representations of the Score 
with respect to the first member and pro 
vided with numerical indications arraiged 
similarly to the pictorial representations. 

2. In a game counter, a support aid inell 
ber motinied on the support and having 
thereon progressively arranged pictorial 
representations of the score value to be add 
ed., of a member mounted on the Stagport 
and movable with respect to the first libera 
ber and provided with numerical indications arranged similarly to the pictorial represea 
tations. g - . - 

3. In a game counter, the combination of 
a member provided with an index point, and having thereon pictorial representations 
progressively arranged according to their 
score value, of a member movable with 
respect to the first member and having Sinai 

In bridge whist tournaments or 

ruini) is. 
These dials are indicated by Q and is re 
spectively. 

of a member movabie 

sts 

by the indication on the moyable member 
adjace: - 
Seattio Inay be moved to the index point 
to add the score. - 

4. in a gale counter, the coin bination of 
a sie!}}ber provided with an opening, and 
having thei'eon pictorial representations 70 
progressively arranged according to their 
score value, of a member movable with re 
spect to the first member, and having there 
on Sigilarly a ranged numerica indications, 
the said ilmer 
with the opening in the first member, and 
in ear}s upon the second member adjacent 
each innerical indication, which Bheans is 
adapted to be engaged to move the Saine op 
posite the opening in the first in entioned 80 
}lember. - 5. In a game counter, the combination of 
a top plate having a circular opening, there 
being a series of pictorial representations 
al'Cind the said opening, progressively ar- 85 
ranged according to their score value, a dial 
behind such opening, a series of numbers 
formed on said dial and progressively ar ranged similarly to the pictorial represel 
tations, and neans for moving the various 90 
it merical indications upon the said dial ad 

6. In a game countel', a coinbination with 
jacent an indexing point. 
& melabeir having thereon pictorial represei 
iations of the value of the odds in the va- 95 
rious Suits, of a member movable with re 
spect to the Said thenber and provided with 
Itinerical indications similarly arranged to 
the pictorial representations. 

... in a winist counter, a combination of 100 
a member having thereon progressively al 
raged pictorial representations of the score 
waite of the honors in the various suits, of 
2 inenber novable with respect to the first, 

"to the appropriate pictorial repre- 65 

ical indications being in line 75 

imenber and provided with numerical indi- 105 
ations arranged similarly to the pictorial 
representations. - 

8, in 2, bridge whist counter', a combination 
of a top piate having two circular openings 
therein, and each provided with an index i. 10 
point, there being a series of pictorial rep 
resentations progressively arranged accord 
ing to their score value, of the odds in the 
various suits around one of such openings. 
and a series of pictorial representations pro- li5 
gressively arranged according to their score 
value of the honors in the various suits Sur 
rotiinding the other of the openings, dials 
behind each of the openings, there being a 
series of numerical indications formed upon 120 
each of the said dials whereby the indica 
tions on the dials adjacent the appropriate 
pictorial representation may be noved to 
the index point to add the Score. 

9. In a bridge whist counter, the combin:- 125 
Jarly arranged numerical indications where- ition of a top plate having two circular oper 
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ings therein, dials behind such openings re-tively, one of such series being for points 
spectively and extending beyond them, a and the other for honors. O 
series of even numbers formed on the top In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 
plate adjacent to each opening, correspond signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
ing marks on each dial, and two series of HOLMES MARSHALL. pictorial representations for the different Witnesses: . 
suits and holdings therein opposite the cor- R. McCANCE, 
responding numbers on the top plate respec- PETER P. BECK. 


