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The irvention relates to a customisable itern of jewellery, which may be provided in combination

with a plurslity of adomments.

RNeged &

3 @ cored By 38
AATAACEIRINT AT T e

items of jewellery are often mass-produced to a particular design as chosen by the jewellery
mianufacturer in question. However, these mass-produced items are not unique, and the designs used
for these items may not be 1 everyone’s taste. As an altemative to mass-production, one-off iterms
of jewellery may be commissioned, or else may be hand-made, by individuals wanting something
unigue. However, commissioned fems can be espensive to buy and hand-made items can be
difficult for non-skiffed individuals to assermble. Furthermore, jewellery iterms are often produced by
temporarily melting or softening metallic or plastic materdals, but this can be a messy and time-
consuming process, and the resultant jewellery iterms cannot eastly be altered once they have been

assembled.

in the prior art:

JF2006309099 (YASUIO) shows a spectacie frame having a pipe hole within which accessories such

as eamings can be inserted;
LIS20T0/031547 {HOWELL] provides an I card holder with holding one or more configured charms;

US2010/011623 (SECKLER ET AL} provides a flip-flop with a single fastening mermber to sttach a

single omament;
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US2014//35 2857 (WARREN] provides an omarmenitation system in which one or more jewels can be
connected to a setting which can subsequently be attached to an accessory such as a purse oF
handbag

US20T1/132036 {MELTZER) provides a2 mounting to display omamental beads onvan Rem of

jewelleny;

US2008/ 155788 {WILCOX] provides a chanm and fastening systern for connecting chanms to Berns

of clothing or to collars of animals;

LIS2D0E/0076688 {THEIN) provides a system of attachment of LED decorative elemerts to footwear,

LS2013/042391 {HILLY provides a adomment which can be attached and detached from a fashion
itern aned wherein said adomment has a base which can be detachably fastened to further

omarments;

USZ0127118317 (PAYNE) provides an accessory systern where a user can attach at least one

embellishment which is interchangeable to a base accessory by 3 fastening component and;

AUZOTII00 150 (BUDINGER) provides a badge assembly that can be fastened to two or more stud

assermblies,
ad - o

in a first broad independent aspedt, the invention provides a customisable ftern of jewellery
comprising a grid with a plurality of openings defining a plurality of distinct dosely contiguous
adomment locations, and attachment means suitable for releasably retaining a pin of an adomment
in each selected one of sald plurality of openings; whereby once a plurality of adomments are

attached to said attachment mears, a duster of releasable adomments is formed.

This configuration is advantageous because it allows a user to easily and efficiently custornise thelr
jeweliery itern to thelr personal choosing without the need for a professional jeweller. This means
rrutiple different designs can be obtained from the same jewellery Bern by using the grid as an

interconnecting web to which varicus sdomments can be easily added. lterns of jewellery can be
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both valuable, fragile and sentimental and it is therefore of a grest advantage that, whilst being
releasable, the adomments can be secured by the atfachment means to prevent both loss and
damage. The opening provide pre-deterrined spaces through which the adornments can be held and
spaced, The arvangement may therefore be particudady tough and withstand a wide variety of

distodgement forces which can arise in certain circumstance of ordinary wear.,

in & subsidiary aspect, said attachment means comprises a layer of resilient material which is provided
beneath said grid and which spans a plurality of sald openings; whereby said layer of resilient material
is positioned to receive a pin of an adomment; the pin being retained by frictional contact between

the pin and the restlient material when the pin is inserted into the resilient material

This configuration is particularly advantageous because i provides a means of refaining the
adomment in the grid whilst minimising the potential for damage and without the nesd for the user
1 take the item to a professional jeweller for exchange of adomments. The use of this material
provides a retaining means which is both secure snough to retain the pin of the adomment in a way
which stops unnecessary movernent which could cause damage and which has a suffident degree of

flexdbility to allow effortless insertion and removal of the pins of the adomments.

in a further subsidiary aspect, the itern comprises an upstanding peripheral wall that substantially

survounds the grid where the plurality of sdomiment locations are provided.

The configuration is particulary advertageous because i provides a secure surounding to the
adomments and adds a layer of protection which can stop them from sliding and falling out of the
grid if they are to be knocked. This provides an exdra layer of protection which will keep the
adomments stable without removing any aesthetic appesl.

in & further subsidiary aspect, the wall comprises a recessed channel located on the inside surface of

said wall Tor recelving said grid.

This configuration is particularly advantagsous because it provides a simple method for connection of
the grid 1o the inner wall. This means that a grid can be replaced i necessary, due to damage or
otherwise, allowing the user to keep the same wall setting, A recessed channel is particularly secure

by preventing the grid from being [fted upwards or pushed dowrwards when the adomiments are



#n

HA

20

25

34

WO 2016/151321 PCT/GB2016/050809

4

irserted or removed and ensure i remains in place at all times, particulasty whilst the item is being

WOITL

It & further subsidiary aspact, the wall cormprises one or more flanges for canying said grid

This configuration i particdardy advantageous because a flange will provide exdra strength to retain

the grid in place when an adomment is elther inserted or removed from the grid,

v & further subsidiary aspect, the item further comprises a plurality of adomments which incorporate
a head, and a pin projecting from said head for releasable attachrnent to said attachment means.

This configuration is particularly advantagsous because it provides a model of producing an ftem of
jewellery that can be varied in design as and when the owner chooses. The adomiments can be
inserted below into the grid so that the projecting pin is out of sight and the head remains visible. The
pin alfows for insertion and retention into the grid in 2 non — permanent manner such that the

adomments can be easlly released to xchange with an alternative adomment.

in 2 further subsidiary aspedt, said pin comprises a barb,

This configuration is particularly advantageous because it provides a sharp point to ease the entry of
the adomment through both the grid and the rubber material and ensures that the adomment will
remain in place once it is through the rubber matertal, unless a force is applied. This barb also adde a
leved of protection to prevent the adormment from being released unintentionally, whilst the ftem is

being wom.

in & further subsidiary aspect, the resilient material comprises a viscoelastic material

This configuration is particularly advantageous because It is an ideal material to provide snough
friction that the adomment remaing secure within the layer as the pin is gripped and will not
therefore fall out due to its own weight, which could be considerable bearing in mind the weight of
the decorative elerment, The material also provides enough Rexibility that the adomiments can be
inserted and rernoved with ease by the jewellery cwner, without the need of a professional jeweller
or by a strenueus or laborious methad of the type that can usually be required for jewellery

alterations and stone replacernents,
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Iy & further subsidiary aspact, the ftern comprises a plurality of grids which are located at differert
heights relative to the lower most extremity of the item.

This configuration Is particularly advantagsous because it provides different levels inwhich the
adormments can be inserted and adds an element of depth to the jewellery term which can be net
onty more sesthetically desirable than a purely flat face but provide a more robust overall structure,

i1 & further subsidiary aspect, ssid grid is domed,

This configuration is partouarly advantageous because It also adds an element of depth to the ftemn

of jewellery which can be desired, particularly for pleces of jewellery such as earings and rings.

In a further broad independent aspect, the invention provides a custormisable ftem of jewellery
comprising a pluratity of adomment locetions, each of the adomment locations having attachment
rmeans for receiving and retaining a pin of an adomment.,

In a subsidiary aspect, the sttachment reans releasably retains the pin,

I & further subsidiary aspedt, the attachment rmeans cornprises mechanical andfor magnetic

attachiment mears.

In a further subsidiary aspect, the attachment means retains the pin by way of: a friction i, an

interference fit; a press fit; a snap fit; a screw At & catchy andfor a magnet.

In a further subsidiary aspect, the attachment means retains the pin by friction.

in a further subsidiary aspect, the attachment means comprises resifient material, the pin being
retained by frictional contact between the pin and the resilient rmaterial when the pin is inserted into
the resilient material

Iy & further subsidiary aspect, the resifient material comprises a polymer material

in a further subsidiary aspect, the resiient misterial comprises a viscoslastic materfal
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in & further subsidiary aspect, the itern further comprises a upper grille having a plurality of openings

that respectively define the adomment locations.

in & further subsidiary aspect, the shapes of the openings tessellate with one ancther,

iy & further subsidiary aspect, the shapes of the openings are the same as one another,

in & further subsidiary aspect, the shape of sach opening is: substantially droulan substantially
triangular; substantially square; substantially pentagonal or substartially hexagonal

in a subsidiary aspedt, the fterm may incorporate one or more heart shaped openings, Rower shape

openings and elliptical petal shape openings.

in & further embodimant, the outer wall may itself have a heart shape, a flower shape, a skuli shape,

oF & cross shape.

In & further subsidiary aspect, the ltem comiprises an upstanding peripheral wall that substantially

surrounds the plurality of adormment locations,

It & further subsidiary aspect, the itarm is: 8 ring; an eaming a neckless; a pendant; a bracele!; an ankleg;
an armnlet; a cufflink; an item of body plercing jeweldlery; an item of decorative headgearn a hair

accessory; watch; watch strap or a brooch.

In & further independent aspect, the Invention provides a custornisable item of jewsllery substantially

as hereinbefore described with reference 1o the accompanying figures,

I a further subsidiary aspect, the nvention provides s custornisable ftern of jewsllery of the

preceding aspects in combination with a plurality of adomments for inserting into the item.

In a further subsidiary aspect, the item comprises a plurality of adornment locations, each of the
adomment locations having attachment means for recelving and retaining a projecting part of an

adomment,
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It & further subsidiary aspect, the attachiment means releasably retalns the projecting part.

in a further subsidiary aspect, the projecting part comprises one o more elongate mermbers.

It & further subsidiary aspect, the attachment means comnprises mechanical andfor magnetic

attachment means.

It & further subsidiary aspect, the attachment means retains the projecting part by way of: a friction

fit; an interference fit; a press fit; 3 snap fit; a screw fit; a cately and/for a magnet.

in a further subsidiary aspect, the attachment rrearns retalns the projecting part by friction.

it 2 further subsidiory aspect, the attachment mieans comprises resilient materfal, the projecting part
being retained by frictional contact between the projecting part and the resilfent material when the
projecting part is inserted into the resilient material

iy & further subsidiary aspect, the resilient material comprises a polymer material

in a further subsidiary aspect, the resdlfent material comprises 8 viscoelastic material in an alternative

embodiment, the resitient material comprises a metal

i a further subsidiary aspect, the item further comprises one or more upper grilles each having a

pluratity of openings that respectively define the adomment locations,

iy a further subsidiary aspect, the shapes of the openings tessellate with one another.

in & further subsidiary aspect, the shapes of the openings are the same as one ancther.

i a further subsidiary aspect, the shape of each opening is: substantially crcolar; substantially
triangulan substantially square; substantially pertagonal, or substantially hexagonal

in & further subsidiary aspect, the tem compyises a peripheral wall that substantially survounds the

plurality of adomment locations.
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iy further subsidiary aspect, the ftem is: a fing an eaning: a necklsss; & pendant; a bracelet; an anklet;
an armilet; a cufflink 2 watchy a te pin or tie dip; an e of body plercing jewellery; an emof

decorative headgear; 3 halr accessory, or & broodh,

Thus, aceording to an aspect of the present invention there is provided a custornisable item of
jewellery comprising a plurality of adomment locations, sach of the adormment locations having

attachrnent means for receiving and retaining a pin of an adomment.

As will be appreciated, the present invention can provide a unique item of jewellery that can easily be
custornised by the non-skilled individual. In particular, the ftemn of jewellery miay be assembled simply
by inserting or pushing the free ends of pins of selected adomments into the attachment means at

respective adomment locations, for exarmple 50 a5 to build up a unigue pattemn of adomments,

The attachment means preferably axially receives and/or axdally retains the pin of the adomment. As
will be appreciated, the ads iy question here is the longitudingl ads of the pin. The attachment means
also preferably retains the pin feterally, preferably so asto prevent the adomment from being
displaced sideways. in particularly preferred embodiments, the attachment means releassbly retains
the pin, preferably such that the pin can later be removed in the axdal direction. These embodiments
provide a jewellery item that can be easily assembled and/for repeatedly altered by the non-skilled
individual. As will be appreciated, the tachnique or force required to remove the pin is preferably such

that the adomment will not fall out of the item under its own weight.

in preferred embodiments, the attachment means comprises mechanical andfor magnetic
attachment means, For exampls, the attachment means may retain the pin by way of: a friction fit
ar interference i, a press fit, a snap fit, a screw fif; 2 catchy andfor a magnet. The shaft of the pin may
comprise projections and/or indentations that increase the amount of friction, or that provide a back-
locking effect between the piryand the attachment mears. In particularly preferred embodiments, the
attachment means retains the pin by fiction, and preferably by friction alone. For sxample, the
attachment means may comprise (bidky resitient material, the pin being retalned by frictional contat
between the pin and the resilient material when the pin is inserted into the resilient material The
resilient material may comprise a polymer material andfor a viscoelastic material For example, the
resilient material may comprise an elastomer, such as natural rubber or syrthetic rubber. These
ermbodiments have been identified as being low cost and simple to manufacture, as well as being

particudarly easy for the non-skiled individual to customise.
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In prefemed embodiments, the item of jewallery further comprises 3 upper grille having a plurality of
openings that respectively define the adomment locations. The openings are preferably each

arranged 50 as to receive a pin of an adomment. The upper grille may be provided adiscent to {eg,
above or on) the above-mentionsed resifient material The upper grille may comprise, for example,
metallic or plastic material The shapes of the openings in the upper grille may tessellate with one
another andfor may be the sarne as one another, The shape of each opening may be: substantially
circular; substantially triangular, substantially square; substantially pentagonal; or substartially
hewagonal, These embodiments can assist in locating the adomments andfor spadng the adomments

suitably from one another.

in preferred embodiments, the item of jewellery comprises an upstanding peripheral wall that
substantially surrounds the plurality of adomment locations. This wall may protect the adomments

from damage andfor may prevent the adomments from being displaced.

The itern of jewellary may take any desived or sultable fonm, For example, the item may beraring an
earring: a neckless: a pendant; a bracelet; an anidet; an armilet; a cufflink; an item of body plerdng
jewellery; an itemn of decorative headgear {eg a tlara}; a hair accessory {e.g & hair dlip or hair band}; o
a brooch, The main o “non-customisable” body of the itern of jewellery may comprise, for sample,

{pracious or semi-precious) metallic material or plastic material

In preferved embodiments, the iterm is a ring comprising a band for receiving a finger or toe. A
custornisable region comprising the plurality of adomment locations &s preferably attached to the
band.

In sorme embodiments, the item of jewsllery may be provided separately from a plurality of
adomments for inserting into the item. In other embodiments, the item of jewellery may be provided
in cormbination with a plurality of adormments for inserting into the item. Each adomiment preferably
cormprises a decorative element attached to one end of a pin, with the other {free} end of the pin
being received by the attachment means. The decorative element may comprise metallic material
plastic material, and/or one or mone jewsls, gemstones, sequins, etc. The decorstive element may be

precious o semiprecious, or may be an imitation of a precious or sermi-precious decorative element.
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Dadoet olae

By way of exarnple only, an embodiment of the invention will now be desaribed In detail with

reference being made to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 115 a perspective view of an item of jewellery according to an embodiment of the present

irvention;

Figure ¢ is a plan view of the item of jewellery of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a first side view of the itemn of jewsllery of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a second side view of the itemn of jewellery of Figure T;

Figure 5 is a perspactive visw of the separate components of the invention;

Figure 8A is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention

Figure 6B is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 7 is a cross — section, cut-away view of the embodiment in Figure §

Figure B Is cross- section perspective view of a dome-shaped embodiment of the inventions

Figures SA-98 show close-up perspective views of an embodiment of an adormment;

Figure 9C shows a side view of an ermbodiment of an adomment,

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an item of jewellery according to an embodiment;

Figure 171 is a side view of an altemative embodiment of the invention;

Figure 12 is a perspective view of the embodiment of the inverition in Figure 11 and
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Figures T3A-13¢ show perspactive views of different designs of an embodiment of the invention,

The Figures show various views of 3 custornisable ftern of jewellery. Figures 1-4 show the lem inthe
form of aring 10, The ring 10 comprises a metallic band 12 that defines an opening 14 for
recehving a finger. The ring 10 further comprises a custornisable region surrounded by an upstanding
paripheral metallic wall 16, Within the wall 16 is 3 metallic plate in the form of a grid 18, hereafter
referred 10 as an ‘'upper grille’ 18 that provides a plurality of tessellating hexagonal openings 20. In
this way, metallic upper grille 18 and opanings 20 form an interconnecting web lattice.

For the sake of darity, only one of the openings 20 s indicated in the Figures. The openings 20 each
define & location for respectively recelving an adomment 22, Only one exemnplary adomment 22 i
shown in Figure 1, but it will be appreciated that several similar adommients would be provided in
order to assernble the ftem of jewellery fully {Figures 94-9C). In this embodiment, each adomiment
22 comprises a decorative element 24 in the form of a semi-precious jewel, which is attached to an
end of a pin 26, The other free end of the pin 26 is Inserted through an opening 20 in the direction of
the arrow. Just below the upper grilie 18 there is provided a block of rubber material 28 {Figures 5-8)
that adally receives the pin 26 of the adomment 22 and releasably retains the pin 26 by friction
alone. The ring 10 can be custornised by pushing the pins 26 of several other adomments 22
through the openings 20 into the rubber material 28, The resilience and viscoelasticity of the rubber
rriaterial 28 ensures that the appearance of the ring 10 can be repeatedly altered by removing and

changing or relocating the adomments 22,

The rubber material 28 is shown dearly In Figures 5 to 8. The nature of the rubber misterial sllows the
pins 26 to be held securaly in place by friction, without movernent, However it is flexible enough that
the pins can be sasily inserted and removed by the consumer and without the need of 3 professional

jeweller.

Figure 5 shows how the components of the item (an upper grille 18, rubber 28, lower grille 19 and
back plate 32} are layersd together within wall 18. The wall 16 has an inner ledge 17 within which
the upper grille 18 is placed securely to be held within the outer wall 16, In this embodiment, the
upper grille 18 comprises a plurality of pre-determined openings 20 being circuler in this Instance,
although, it is to be appreciated that the openings can be of a varlety of shapes (Figures 134-CL The
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rubber material is inserted within the outer wall 16 below the upper grifle 18. The layer of rubber
rriaterial 28 is preferatly between 3mm — 4mim thick and contains pre-defined longitudinal holes 30
distributed throughout the layer which comespond to align with the openings 20 of the upper grille
18. Only one of these holes 30 is indicated in the figures. The rubber layer 28 is capable of receiving
the barb part 25 of a pin 26 {Figures T and 9 which can insert the full way through the rubber untl
reaching the backing plate 32, The purposs of the rubber materlal is to receive the barbs of the
adomments in such a way that the adommaents can be secured in place inamanner inwhich it is
easily rernovable. The additional backing plate 32 provides a closure disk upon which the tip of the
barb 25 of the pin 26 of the adomment 22, rests, providing additional retention means.

i an additional embadiment, the jewellery item might also indlude a lower grille 19 which may have
pre~determined openings 21 and which may be secured between rubber layer 28 and the backing
plate 32, In this embodiment, essentially one rubber layer will be "sandwiched” between upper grille
18 and lower grille 19, In this embodiment, adomments 22 can be inserted into either oppositely
positioned upper grille 18 or lower grille 19,

in a further embodiment, the back plate 32 may iiself be secured to the rubber layer 28. In a further
embodirnent, the back plate 32 may incorporate apertures of the kind shown in lower grille 191n
order to allow adormments 22 10 be secured on elther side of the itern. Either the lower grille 18 or
the backing plate 32 may be used in preferred embodiments to hold the rubber layer 28 in pasition.
In certain embodirments when a lower grille 19 is provided with apertures 21, a portion of the
adormments 22 may protrude under the lower grille 13, Other embodiments may also include an
adhesive or an adhesive layer betwesn upper grille 18 or lower grille9 and the rubber layer 28,

in a further embodiment, there may be one or rmore smiall very low protrusions or tabs on the inside
of the frame outer wall 16. These may be just above the final position required for the lower grille 19
{grille that is under the rubber in embodiment when a lower grille is used). These protrusions or tabs
{riot shown) may be on each inner face of the wall or spaced around the perimeter of the inside of
the outer wall 16, When tabs are employed, they may stop the lower grille 19 from moving upwards
and provide a bed to stop uneven positioning, compressing the rubber layer 28 or tilting of the grille
ar other unwanted movements. When it is assermbled in manufacture, the upper gritle 18 may
advartageously have small matching cut out shapes on its edgs removed to allow |t to move past

the protruding "tabs’ when It is being inserted into the open back of the frame of the jewellery item,
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i a further embodiment where the upper grille 18 has a lower diameter or has an area of reduced
dirnensions when compared to the lower grills 19, the outer wall 16 may also have a smaller
diarneter or an ares of reduced dimensions above the lower grille 19 so that the upper grille 18 may
be tightly secured despite it itself having a smaller diameter than the lower grille 19, i will then be
sufficient to only secure the lower grifle 18 to the cuter wall by fastening rmears such as 2 tab, a weld,

a backing plate elc

When fully assembled, the components of Figure 5 form a layered Hern as shown in Figures -8,
Figure & is a parspective view from the top of an upper grille 18 which has been filled with
adomments 22, Figure 7 shows a oross-sectional view of the adomments 2 as armanged in Figure &
within the upper grille 18, Here it can be dearly seen how the adomment 22 extends though both
the upper grille 18 and the rubber layer 28 The decorative slement 24 rests above the upper grille 18
withir the wall 16, The barb 25 can be seen 1t have been inserted the full way through the rubber
laver 28 with the pointed tip resting upon backing plate 32, The backing plate 32 prevents the barb
from going further than necessary. The rubber layer 28 retains the adomment by means of friction.
The remainder of the pin 26 can be seen to extend fully through both the openings 20 in upper grille
18 and the holes 30 in the rubber layer 28,

Figure 8 shows an altemative embodimert of the invention whereln the grille 18 itself is dome
shaped. In this embodiment it is thought that the material will also be of a fleedble variety. The
adormments 22 are placed within the upper grille 18 in the same form as the previous embodiment in
Figure 7 with the pin 26 and barb 25 extending through the openings 20 in the upper grille and
through holes 30 in the rubber 28 until reaching the backing plate 32, Each layer in this embodiment
follows the curve of the dome of the upper grille 18,

A clear image of embodiments of an adomment 22 is shown in Figures 94-C. The adomment 22
comprises decorative elament 24 atfached to the pin 26. The pin 26 has a barb part 25 at the end of
the shaft of the pin. The shafl has a region of greater diarmeter which coresponds preferably precisely
10 the size of the aperture 20 provided in the upper grille 18 The reglon of greater diameter also
prowviddes for & more robust structure suftable for withstanding Insert and release from the irem of
jeweliery, The decorative elernent 24 can be of any vartety indluding precious gem stones, shaped
stones, decorative jewels and any appropriate feature. The shaft of the pin 26 can be any oylindrical

shape, as can the barb 25, Figure 90 shows a simplified side - view of an embodiment of an
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adorment 22 where the pin 26 has a uniform drcumference for the entire fength and the decorative

slerment 24 has a reised gem stone.

The barb 25 is to be releasably inserted into the upper upper grille 18, with the barb part 25 inserting
fully into the rubber material layer 28 bensath, with the decorative lement 24 of the adomment 22

resmaining above the upper grille 18, still contained within outer weall 16.

it is thought that the fully comprised itemn can be attached to an item of jewellery suchasaring or
aring, by a suitable attachment means, Figure 10 shows one embodiment in which the tem is
moulded to a ring by a looped welding 34. In sltemative embodiments there could be attachment 1o
a pendant, broach earing, necklace bracelet or any suftable item of jewellery. The sttachment means
in Figure 10 s & loop 34 welded to the frame of the ring 12, however altemative attachiment means

such &s a clasp, hook fastener or permanent attachment means is envisioned (Figure 110,

In use, an owner of the plece of jewellery can obtain just one upper grille 18 and separate, multiple
adomments 22 of their choosing of & variety to fit within the particulsr upper grifle 18. The
adomments 22 can be of a variety of decorative elements 24, An owner can releasably insert theses
adormments into the upper grille 18 to thelr own choice and tirming. A professional jeweller is not
required due to the ease and simplicity by which the adomments 22 can be inserted and removed
because of the viscoelastic material of the rubber layer 28, The upper grille 18 can be sither Rully or
partially filled with adomments 22 at any one time. To Insert an adomment 22, the pin 26 of an
adomment 22 is inserted through any of the openings 20 in the upper grille 18, barb ~ first, the entire
way through the rubber layer 28 until the tip of the barb 25 reaches the backing plate 32 The rubber
material 28 contains holes 30 of a number in excess of the number of openings 20 In the upper grille
18, to allow for differing positons and angles if desired. However, all the holes 30 can correspond and
he aligned to openings 20. Once in place, the adomment 22 is secured by the rubber layer 28, outer
wall 16 and backing plate 32, The wall 16 can either extend abows the decorative element 24 asin
Figure & to provide sxtra protection to the decorative slements 24, or the decorative elements 24 can
rest on the upper gille 18 extending above wall 16, a3 in Figure 8. The altemative embodiments are

ervisioned 1o provide the user with a degres of cholce.

To remove an adomment 22 and replace with another, the adomment 22 Is simply gripped and lifted
back through the rubber laver 28 and though the upper grille 18, This s possible due to the

viscoelastic material and the opening, Rermovel of one adomment 22 allows for an altemative
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adomment to be put In its place or the opaning 20 can remain unfilled. 1t Is also erwisioned that the

rubber laver 28 can be replaced at any point in time if damage or rips ocour, caused by the barb 25,

in an altemative embodiment the inner ledge 17 of wall 16 is a groove or indentation within which
the upper grille 18 is inserted. In an altemative embodiment, a flange Is Included to increase the
securement to retain the upper grille 18 in place. 1t is also to be appreciated that wall 16 canbe of
any 2D shape, For instance the shape of a semi-circle, a heart or a butterfly as shown in Figures 134~
13C respectively.

in & further altemnative embodiment, there may be a plurality of upper grilles 18 which are located at
different heights relative to the lower mast extremity of the ftem, This embodiment can be seen in
Figure 11 and Figure 12, In this embodiment, each layer has its own upper grille 18 and rubber layer
28, Figure 11 shows this embodiment as a side view whereas Figure 12 shows this embodiment in

the form of a ring 12,

Figure 13, as mentioned previously, shows altemnative designs of both the wall 16 and of the upper
grille 18 and openings 20, In these embodiments, the adomments 22 will be modified for a sultable
fit.

in & further altemative embodiment, the rubber material 28 may be of any other suitable materfal
including foam. In the prefered embaodiment, the rubber layer is between 3-4mm as
aforermentioned, however altemative embodimenis are envisaged whereby the rubber layer is anly
2rmm thick or less, particudarly for embodiments where the openings 20 within the upper grille 18 are
farger than 2.5mim thick.

iy & further embodiment, the adommants 22 could be inserted into a frame shaped around a pre-

detenmined single row of openings 20 in order to create a line of adomments 22,
in & further embodiment, there may be provided a pair of parallel rows of openings,

In a further embodiment, the fterm may Incorporate a grille which Is part of a sphere, or a hollow
shape with a thin sheet of metal with openings of the kind mentioned previously. The hollow formed
then by the grille of this kind may be filled with rubber or another appropriate material in order to

facilitate the receipt of adomments 22,
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In & further ermbodiment, fastening means may be provided In any of the preceding embodiments to
prevent the rubber laver 28 moving undemeath the upper grille 18, moving laterally, and so the holes
30 in the rubber layer 28 do not ine up with the openings 20 on the grille 18, In 2 preferred
embodiment, one or more pegs sxtending downwards whilst being attached o undemeath of the
upper grile 18, preferably as part of the upper grille 18 may be incorporated, These may be integral to
the upper grille 18 and may be made by metal casting. These may sven be In predetenmined holes in
the rubber layer 28, or, upwards from the lower grille 19 instead as extending from the upper grille
18.
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A custornisable e of jewsllery comprising a grid with a plurality of openings defining s
pluratity of distinct dosely contiguous adomment locations, and attachment means suitable
for releasably retaining a pin of an adomment in each selected one of said plurality of
apenings, whershy once a plurality of adomments are attached to said attachment mears, &

cluster of releasable adomments s formed,

An item as claimed in cdlaim 1, wherein said attachrment means comprises a laver of resilient
rraterial which is provided beneath sald grid and which spars a plurality of said openings;

whereby sald laver of resifient material is positioned o mcsive 3 pin of an adommernt; the pin
being retained by frictional contact between the pin and the resitient material when the pinis

inserted into the resifient material,

An iterm according Yo either dlaim 1 or dlaim 2, comprising an upstanding peripheral well that

substartially surrounds the grid where the plurality of sdomment locations are provided,

An itern according to dalm 3, wherein said wall comprises a recessed channel located on the

inside surface of said wall for receiving said grid.

Anitern according to daim 4, wherein said wall comprises one or more flanges for canying
said grid.

Ar itemn according o any of the preceding claims, further comprising a plurality of
adornments which incorporate & head, and a pin projecting from sald head for releasable
attachment 1o said attachment rmears,

An ftem according to daim 8, wherein said pin comprises a barb,

Aryivern acoording to daim 2, wherein the resient msterlal comprises a viscoelastic material

& ftem aocording to any of the preceding delms, whereln said ftern comprises a plurslity of

grids which are located at different heights relative to the lower most extramity of the item.
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10, Anitem acoording 1o any of the preceding clafms, whereln said grid s domed,

1. Anitem of jewsllery substantially as hereinbefore described and/or illustrated inany

appropriate combination of the accompanying text and/or figures.
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