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{(a) Freely moving the pickup selector swilch 104 1o a selected position
when a switch lock apparatus 108, 200 is positioned in a neutral
position 112, the neutral position 112 in associated with the pickup
selector switch 104 being positioned in a central passageway 154

of the swilch lock apparatus 104, 200.

3%4"\\\ i

{b) Receiving the pickup selector swilch 104 into one of the plurality of
receptacles 150, 152 of the swilch lock apparatus 100, 200 to define a
locked position 110 with the pickup selector swilch 184 locked in the

selected position.

FIG. 11
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SWITCH LOCK APPARATUS AND METHOD
THEREOF

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document
contains material that is subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the reproduction of the
patent document or the patent disclosure, as it appears in the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office patent file or records, but
otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever.

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims benefit of the following patent
application which is hereby incorporated by reference: U.S.
Provisional Application No. 63/026,489 filed May 18, 2020,
entitled “Switch Lock Apparatus and Method Thereof.”

BACKGROUND
1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to guitar pickup
selector switches.

More particularly, this invention pertains to selecting and
locking a selected position of a guitar’s pickup selector
switch.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Many electric guitars have a pickup selector switch posi-
tioned on the body of the guitar. Pickup selector switches
include “blade switches” as typically used by Fender,
“toggle switches” as typically used by Les Paul, and “mini-
switches.” There are three main varieties of blade pickup
selector switches, namely, a three-position pickup selector
switch, a four-positioned pickup selector switch, and a
five-position pickup selector switch. Each position of the
pickup selector switch is configured to produce a different
tone that the guitarist may want to use for each particular
song they are playing.

The issue with pickup selector switches is that because
they are positioned on the body of the guitar, on the same
side of the guitar as the strings, and near the strings, they can
be accidentally hit and moved to a different position while
playing the guitar. Prior solutions to the issue of accidental
actuation of the pickup selector switch have attempted to
minimize the likelihood of hitting the switch through the use
of'a guard that is attached to the body of the guitar proximate
the pickup selector switch. These guards are basically
obstructions that protrude from the guitar body and which
attempt to prevent accidental contact with the pickup selec-
tor switch while playing the guitar. These guards are pre-
ventative measures which attempt to mitigate the likelihood
of accidentally changing the position of the pickup selector
switch, however, they do not prevent a change in position if
the selector switch is hit.

A secondary issue affecting these aftermarket pickup
switch guards is that in order to install them, a permanent
modification to the guitar may need to be made, for example,
new holes for mounting screws or the like. These permanent
modifications may void factory warranties, as well as,
severely affect the guitar’s resell value.

BRIEF SUMMARY

This Brief Summary is provided to introduce a selection
of concepts in a simplified form that are further described
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2

below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

The present disclosure provides a solution to the issues
surrounding accidental actuation of a guitar’s pickup selec-
tor switch while playing the guitar. The present disclosure
provides a switch lock apparatus which is positioned around
the switch using existing guitar hardware (e.g., the mounting
positions and methods used to mount the pickup selector
switch to the guitar).

The disclosed switch lock apparatus may be pivotally or
otherwise coupled to the guitar such that each of a plurality
of receptables may receive the pickup selector switch when
in a selected position in order to prevent accidental actuation
of the guitar’s pickup selector switch while playing the
guitar.

In a particular embodiment, an exemplary switch lock
apparatus as disclosed herein may include a body plate, a
switch opening, at least one first side receptacle, and at least
one second side receptacle. The body plate may have a first
body plate end, a second body plate end, and a mounting
hole defined therethrough. The mounting hole may be posi-
tioned closer to the first body plate end than to the second
body plate end. The switch opening may be defined in the
body plate and may be positioned between the mounting
hole and the second body plate end. The switch opening may
include a first switch opening end, a second switch opening
end, and a switch opening length defined between the first
and second switch opening ends. The switch opening may
further include first and second switch opening sides defined
between the first and second switch opening ends. The
switch opening is configured to receive the pickup selector
switch. The at least one first side receptacle may be posi-
tioned along the first switch opening side. The at least one
second side receptable may be positioned along the second
switch opening side. The at least one second side receptacle
may be offset from the at least one first side receptacle along
the switch opening length.

In an exemplary aspect according to the above-referenced
embodiment, the mounting hole may be configured to
receive a switch screw of the pickup selector switch of the
guitar.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the switch lock apparatus may
further include a sleeve positioned within the mounting hole.
In accordance with this embodiment, the sleeve may be
configured to receive a switch screw of the pickup selector
switch of the guitar and the sleeve is configured to allow
pivotal movement of the body plate.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the sleeve may be a press fit sleeve.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the switch lock apparatus may
further include a washer positioned on top of the sleeve.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the switch opening may include a
central passageway defined along the switch opening length
between the at least one first side receptacle and the at least
one second side receptacle. In accordance with this embodi-
ment, the central passageway may be at least as wide as the
pickup selector switch.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, each of the at least one first side
receptacle and at least one second side receptacle may
include at least two receptacles separated by a gate. Each
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gate may at least in part define one of the first switch opening
side or the second switch opening side.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, one or more of the at least one first
side receptacle or the at least one second side receptacle
associated with each of the first switch opening end and the
second switch opening end includes an elongated depth. In
accordance with this embodiment, the elongated depth may
be configured to accommodate at least a portion of a
protector knob of the pickup selector switch.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the switch lock apparatus may
further include a base portion configured to pivotally receive
the body plate. The base portion may include a cylindrical
opening configured to receive a base cylinder of the pickup
selector switch.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the switch lock apparatus may
further include a base cylinder nut configured to attach the
base portion to the base cylinder. In accordance with this
embodiment, the base cylinder nut may be configured to be
positioned between the base portion and the body plate.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the base portion may include a
vertical portion configured to pivotally receive the body
plate. In accordance with this embodiment, the vertical
portion may be at least as tall as the base cylinder nut.

In another embodiment, a method of selectively locking a
pickup selector switch of a guitar is disclosed herein. The
method includes (a) freely moving the pickup selector
switch to a selected position when a switch lock apparatus
is positioned in a neutral position, the neutral position
associated with the pickup selector switch being positioned
in a central passageway of the switch lock apparatus; and (b)
receiving the pickup selector switch into one of a plurality
of receptacles of the switch lock apparatus to define a locked
position with the pickup selector switch locked in the
selected position.

In an exemplary aspect according to the above-referenced
embodiment, step (b) may further comprise pivotally rotat-
ing the switch lock apparatus relative to the pickup selector
switch.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the step (b) may further comprise
pivotally rotating the switch lock apparatus clockwise rela-
tive to the pickup selector switch to position the pickup
selector switch in a first side receptacle of the plurality of
receptacles defined along a first switch opening side of the
switch lock apparatus. In accordance with this embodiment,
step (b) may further comprise pivotally rotating the switch
lock apparatus counter-clockwise relative to the pickup
selector switch to position the pickup selector switch in a
second side receptacle of the plurality of receptacles defined
along a second switch opening side of the switch lock
apparatus.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the first side receptacle is offset
from the second side receptacle relative to a switch opening
length of the switch lock apparatus.

In another exemplary aspect according to the above-
referenced embodiment, the method may further comprise,
prior to step (a), receiving the pickup selector switch through
a switch opening of the switch lock apparatus, and pivotally
coupling the switch lock apparatus to the guitar adjacent to
the pickup selector switch. In accordance with this embodi-
ment, the method may further comprise, coupling the switch
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lock apparatus to the guitar using a mounting hole of the
switch lock apparatus offset from the switch opening.

Numerous other objects, advantages and features of the
present disclosure will be readily apparent to those of skill
in the art upon a review of the following Drawings and
Detailed Description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a guitar having a switch
lock apparatus installed around a pickup selector switch
(e.g., a five-position switch) of the guitar in accordance with
the present disclosure.

FIG. 2A is an enlarged perspective view of the guitar of
FIG. 1 with the switch lock apparatus in a neutral position
in accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 2B is an enlarged perspective view of the guitar of
FIG. 1 with the switch lock apparatus in a locked position in
accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is an upper perspective diagram of the switch lock
apparatus of FIG. 1 in accordance with the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 4 a lower perspective diagram of the switch lock
apparatus of FIG. 1 in accordance with the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 5 is a top plan diagram of the switch lock apparatus
of FIG. 1 in accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan diagram of the switch lock
apparatus of FIG. 1 in accordance with the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 7 is a top plan diagram of another embodiment of the
switch lock apparatus of FIG. 1 in accordance with the
present disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a perspective diagram of another embodiment of
a switch lock apparatus in combination with a three-position
pickup selector switch in accordance with the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 9 is a perspective diagram of the switch lock
apparatus of FIG. 8 in accordance with the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 10 is a top plan diagram of the switch lock apparatus
of FIG. 9 in accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of a method of using a switch
lock apparatus in accordance with the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present disclosure, one or more drawings of which are
set forth herein. Each drawing is provided by way of
explanation of the present disclosure and is not a limitation.
In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made to the
teachings of the present disclosure without departing from
the scope of the disclosure. For instance, features illustrated
or described as part of one embodiment can be used with
another embodiment to yield a still further embodiment.

Thus, it is intended that the present disclosure covers such
modifications and variations as come within the scope of the
appended claims and their equivalents. Other objects, fea-
tures, and aspects of the present disclosure are disclosed in,
or are obvious from, the following detailed description. It is
to be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art that the
present discussion is a description of exemplary embodi-
ments only and is not intended as limiting the broader
aspects of the present disclosure.
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The words “connected”, “attached”, “joined”, “mounted”,
“fastened”, and the like should be interpreted to mean any
manner of joining two objects including, but not limited to,
the use of any fasteners such as screws, nuts and bolts, bolts,
pin and clevis, and the like allowing for a stationary,
translatable, or pivotable relationship; welding of any kind
such as traditional MIG welding, TIG welding, friction
welding, brazing, soldering, ultrasonic welding, torch weld-
ing, inductive welding, and the like; using any resin, glue,
epoxy, and the like; being integrally formed as a single part
together; any mechanical fit such as a friction fit, interfer-
ence fit, slidable fit, rotatable fit, pivotable fit, and the like;
any combination thereof; and the like.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, any part of the appa-
ratus of the present disclosure may be made of any appro-
priate or suitable material including, but not limited to,
metal, alloy, polymer, polymer mixture, wood, composite, or
any combination thereof.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a switch lock apparatus 100
is shown installed on the body of a guitar 102 surrounding
the pickup selector switch 104 of the guitar 102. The pickup
selector switch, as illustrated, is a five-position blade-type
pickup selector switch. In other optional embodiments, the
type of pickup selector switch may be different. The switch
lock apparatus may be coupled to the guitar using existing
hardware of the guitar, namely, a pickup switch mounting
screw 106, in instances where the switch lock apparatus is
retrofit installed onto an existing guitar. In some embodi-
ments, the same mounting position may be utilized, but a
longer mounting screw may be provided to account for any
additional increase in the material thickness of the apparatus.
In other embodiments, the switch lock apparatus may be
incorporated into the guitar during manufacturing. The
switch lock apparatus may be configured to lock the pickup
selector switch in one of its various positions (e.g., as shown,
one of its five positions) such that it cannot accidentally be
actuated and moved to a different position while playing the
guitar. The switch lock apparatus can be positioned in a
locked configuration 110 by pivoting the switch lock appa-
ratus about the pickup switch mounting screw such that the
pickup selector switch cannot move between its five posi-
tions, as shown in FIG. 2B. The switch lock apparatus can
also be positioned in a neutral configuration 112 such that
the pickup selector switch can freely move between any of
its positions without being interfered with by the switch lock
apparatus, as shown in FIG. 2A.

The switch lock apparatus 100 is shown in greater detail
in FIGS. 3-6. The switch lock apparatus may comprise a
body plate 120 and a switch opening 130 defined in the body
plate and configured to receive the pickup selector switch
104 of the guitar 102. The body plate may have a first body
plate end 122, a second body plate end 124 and a mounting
hole 126 defined through the body plate. The mounting hole
may be positioned closer to the first body plate end than to
the second body plate end.

The switch opening 130 may be defined through the body
plate 120 and may further be positioned between the mount-
ing hole 126 and the second body plate end 124. The switch
opening may include a first switch opening end 132, a
second switch opening end 134 and a switch opening length
136 defined between the first and second switch opening
ends. The switch opening may further include a first switch
opening side 140 and second switch opening side 142, each
defined between the first and second switch opening ends.
As previously stated, the switch opening is configured to
receive the pickup selector switch 104 when installed on the
guitar 102.
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The switch lock apparatus 100 may further comprise at
least one first side receptacle 150 and at least one second
side receptacle 152. The at least one first side receptacle is
positioned along the first switch opening side 140. The at
least one second side receptacle is positioned along the
second switch opening side 142. Each of the at least one first
and second side receptacles 150, 152 are configured to
receive the pickup selector switch 104 based on its align-
ment with the pickup selector switch in a selected position.
In other words, each of the five positions of the pickup
selector switch may align with the at least one first or second
side receptacles. When the pickup selector switch 104 is
received by one of the at least one first or second side
receptacles, the pickup selector switch is locked in said
position.

The at least one second side receptacle 152 may be offset
from the at least one first side receptacle 150 along the
switch opening length 136. The offset may be necessary in
certain instances wherein the distance between adjacent
selectable positions of the pickup selector switch is less than
or equal to the width of the pickup selector switch. Accord-
ingly, adjacent selectable positions of the pickup selector
switch may be received by a different one of the at least one
first or second side receptable (e.g., alternating between the
first side receptable and the second side receptable). In some
embodiments, the at least one first 150 and at least one
second 152 side receptacles may be on the same switch
opening side. Thus, a first receptacle and a second receptacle
may be positioned along the same switch opening side 140.
In some embodiments, the receptacles may be positioned
only on one switch opening side, such that switch opening
side 140 may include 2, 3, 4, or more receptacles positioned
along the side, and thus they are not offset from one another.

As can best be seen in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the mounting
hole 126 of the body plate 120 is configured to receive the
pickup switch mounting screw 106. Referring back to FIGS.
3-6, the switch lock apparatus 100 may further comprise a
sleeve 160 positioned within the mounting hole 126 of the
body plate 120. The sleeve may be configured to receive the
pickup switch mounting screw 106. The sleeve is configured
to allow pivotable movement of the body plate without
causing the pickup switch mounting screw to loosen. In
certain embodiments, the sleeve is a press-fit sleeve, how-
ever, in other embodiments the sleeve may be different.

The switch opening 130 may further include a central
passageway 154. The central passageway may be defined
parallel to the switch opening length 136 between the at least
one first side receptacle 150 and the at least one second side
receptacle 152. The central passageway when aligned with
the pickup selector switch 104 may allow the pickup selector
switch to move freely between each of its selectable posi-
tions. As illustrated in FIGS. 3-6, the switch lock apparatus
100 may be configured to be used with a five-position pickup
selector switch. In other embodiments, the switch lock
apparatus may be used with two-position switches, three-
position switches, or four-position switches, as well as other
types of pickup selector switches. Any number of positions
may be created based on this disclosure including more than
5 positions. As previously discussed, the receptacle for each
selector position may be staggered along a first switch
opening side 140 and a second switch opening side 142, or
the receptacles may be positioned along a single switch
opening side.

In certain optional embodiments, a width of the central
passageway may be greater than a depth of the pickup
selector switch such that the pickup selector switch has
enough clearance to move easily within the central passage-
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way 154. In certain optional embodiments, a depth of each
of the at least one first and second side receptacles may be
equal to the depth of the pickup selector switch. In other
optional embodiments, the depth of each of the at least one
first and second side receptacles may be at least half as large
as the depth of the pickup selector switch such that there is
enough grab to prevent the pickup selector switch from
pivoting the switch lock apparatus back into the neutral
configuration.

As illustrated, the at least one first side receptacle includes
two receptacles and the at least one second side receptacle
includes three receptacles. This allows each of the five
positions of the pickup selector switch 104 to be received in
one of those five receptacles depending on the selected
position of the pickup selector switch. Each adjacent recep-
tacle of the at least one first side receptacle and each adjacent
receptacle of the at least second side receptacle is separated
by a gate 170. Each of the gates 170 may also be referred to
as teeth. Hach gate terminates adjacent to the central pas-
sageway 154 thus defining the depth of each of the at least
one first and second side receptacles perpendicular to the
switch opening length 136. In some embodiments, the gates
are configured such that gates positioned on opposing sides
do not overlap with each other and therefore do not obstruct
the central passageway 154. For example, as shown in FIG.
3, the single gate 170 on switch opening side 140 terminates
at a distance that does not overlap with the two gates 170 on
switch opening side 142. The termination of each gate on
opposing sides should be configured such that the central
passageway 154 is created, and the selector switch may
move freely without interference from any one gate. The
ends of the gates 170 adjacent to the central passageway 152
may defined the first and second switch opening sides 140,
142.

In some embodiments, the selector switch 104 may move
along an arc as it is positioned in each successive switch
position. Thus, the selector switch 104, or more specifically,
the protector knob 108 may be at a higher position in the
middle positions (assuming the arc is at the highest position
in the middle) than when the switch is located at either of the
end positions. Due to this arc configuration, the protector
knob 108 of the selector switch 104 may be caused to
contact the switch lock apparatus 100 when the switch is
located at either of the end switch positions. To compensate
for this arc configuration, as shown in FIG. 7, the receptacles
located at the ends 132, 134 of the switch opening 130 may
include an elongated depth 180 (or wing) that may allow for
the protector knob 108 to seat within the receptacle and
allow for more secure locking of the selector switch 104
along its entire arc.

In certain embodiments, the switch lock apparatus 100
may be retrofit installed onto the guitar 102. A method of
installing the switch lock apparatus 100 onto a guitar 102
may include the following steps. First, the method may
include removing a protector knob 108 from the pickup
selector switch 104. Next, the method may include removing
the pickup switch mounting screw 106 located nearest to the
guitar bridge. In other optional embodiments, the method
may alternately include removing the pickup switch mount-
ing screw located furthest from the guitar bridge. Third, the
method may include positioning the switch opening 130 of
the body plate 120 over the pickup selector switch 104 and
aligning the mounting hole 126 of the body plate and sleeve
160 with the hole 10611. Fourth, the method may further
include positioning a washer 162 of the switch lock appa-
ratus 100 on top of the mounting hole 126 such that a washer
hole of the washer is aligned with the mounting hole. The
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washer in conjunction with the sleeve 160 may further
enable the body plate 120 to pivot without loosening the
pickup switch mounting screw 106 once reinstalled. Next,
the method may further include reinstalling the pickup
switch mounting screw 106 into its hole 10611 through the
washer 162 and the mounting hole 126 and/or sleeve 160.
Finally, the method may further include reattaching the
protector knob 108 onto the pickup selector switch 104.

In other optional embodiments, the guitar 102 may come
with a switch lock apparatus 100 preinstalled thereon or
incorporated therewith during manufacturing of the guitar.
In accordance with this embodiment, the switch lock appa-
ratus may be altered such that it can be integrally incorpo-
rated into the guitar. In such embodiments, the switch lock
apparatus may only necessarily need incorporate the gate
system (i.e., the switch opening 130, the central passageway
154 and the at least one first and second side receptacles 150,
152) in order to be able to lock the pickup selector switch.

In certain optional embodiments, rather than being piv-
otally attached the guitar 102, the switch lock apparatus may
be slidably coupled to the guitar such that the switch lock
apparatus is able to slide perpendicularly relative to the
switch opening length 136. In other optional embodiments,
the switch lock apparatus may be coupled to the guitar
differently such that it is still able to move relative to the
pickup selector switch and receive the pickup selector
switch in one of the at least one first or second side
receptables 150, 152.

In further optional embodiments as illustrated in FIG. 4,
a bottom of the body plate 120 surrounding the switch
opening 130 may include a recessed portion 172. The
recessed portion may be configured to accommodate any
protrusion of the pickup selector switch which may other-
wise interfere with the switch lock apparatus 100. The
bottom and top of the body plate 120 may be switched by
reversing the orientation during installation in order to take
advantage of the recessed portion 172.

Referring to FIGS. 8-10, an embodiment of a switch lock
apparatus 200 is shown. For simplicity, similar elements of
the switch lock apparatus 200 may be numbered similarly to
elements of the switch lock apparatus 100. The switch lock
apparatus 200 is configured for use with a three-position
pickup selector switch 204. The three-position pickup selec-
tor switch may be a “toggle” type pickup selector switch or
a “mini” type pickup selector switch. Rather than including
a pickup switch mounting screw 106 like the pickup selector
switch 104, the three-position pickup selector switch
includes a base cylinder 206 with a base cylinder nut 208
positioned thereon for attaching the three-position pickup
selector switch to a guitar (not shown). Accordingly, the
switch lock apparatus 200 may include a base portion 210
upon which the body plate 120 is pivotally attached thereto.
The base portion includes a cylindrical opening 214 config-
ured to be received by the base cylinder 206. The base
portion is configured to be locked onto the base cylinder
using the base cylinder nut 208. The base portion 210 may
include a vertical portion 212 having a height equal to or
greater than that of the base cylinder nut such that the body
plate 120 is not interfered with by the base cylinder nut.

As illustrated, the at least one first side receptacle 150 of
the switch lock apparatus 200 includes two first side recep-
tacles and the at least one second side receptacle 152 of the
switch lock apparatus 200 includes only one second side
receptacle. As mentioned above, all the receptacles may be
offset relative to each other such that they align with a post
of the pickup selector switch when it is in one of the three
selected positions.
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While the switch lock apparatus 200 is illustrated for
retrofit application, in other optional embodiments, the
switch lock apparatus may be integrally formed with the
pickup selector switch and/or the guitar during manufacture
thereof.

In further optional embodiments, the at least one first side
receptacle and the at least one second side receptacle should
ideally include enough total receptacles corresponding to at
least a number of positions of the pickup selector switch
104. Accordingly, one skilled in the art could modify the
switch lock apparatus 100 or the switch lock apparatus 200
in order to fit different pickup selector switches having
differing numbers of positions and/or different configura-
tions.

Referring to FIG. 11, a method 300 of selectively locking
a pickup selector switch 104 of a guitar 102, for example,
using one of the switch lock apparatuses 100, 200. The
method 300 may include (a) freely moving 302 the pickup
selector switch 104 to a selected position when a switch lock
apparatus 100, 200 is positioned in a neutral position 112.
The neutral position 112 is associated with the pickup
selector switch 104 being positioned in a central passageway
154 of the switch lock apparatus 100, 200. The method 300
may further include (b) receiving 304 the pickup selector
switch 104 into one of a plurality of receptacles 150, 152 of
the switch lock apparatus 100, 200 to define a locked
position 110 with the pickup selector switch 104 locked in
the selected position.

In certain embodiments, step (b) of the method 300 may
further include pivotally rotating the switch lock apparatus
100, 200 relative to the pickup selector switch 104.

In other embodiments, step (b) of the method 300 may
further include pivotally rotating the switch lock apparatus
100, 200 clockwise relative to the pickup selector switch 104
to position the pickup selector switch 104 in a first side
receptacle 150 of the plurality of receptacles 150, 152
defined along a first switch opening side 140 of the switch
lock apparatus 100, 200. Additionally, step (b) of the method
300 may further include pivotally rotating the switch lock
apparatus 100, 200 counter-clockwise relative to the pickup
selector switch 104 to position the pickup selector switch
104 in a second side receptacle 152 of the plurality of
receptacles 150, 152 defined along a second switch opening
side 142 of the switch lock apparatus 100, 200. In accor-
dance with this embodiment, the first side receptacle 150
may be offset from the second side receptacle 152 relative to
a switch opening length 136 of the switch lock apparatus
100, 200. Said offset may define the central passageway 154.

The method 300 may further comprise, prior to step (a),
receiving the pickup selector switch 104 through a switch
opening 130 of the switch lock apparatus 100, 200, and
pivotally coupling the switch lock apparatus 100, 200 to the
guitar 102 adjacent to the pickup selector switch 104. In
accordance with this embodiment, the method 300 may
further comprise coupling the switch lock apparatus 100,
200 to the guitar 102 using a mounting hole 126 of the
switch lock apparatus 100, 200 offset from the switch
opening 130.

Throughout the specification and claims, the following
terms take at least the meanings explicitly associated herein,
unless the context dictates otherwise. The meanings identi-
fied below do not necessarily limit the terms, but merely
provide illustrative examples for the terms. The meaning of
“a,” “an,” and “the” may include plural references, and the
meaning of “in” may include “in” and “on.” The phrase “in
one embodiment,” as used herein does not necessarily refer
to the same embodiment, although it may.
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Although embodiments of the present invention have
been described in detail, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various modifications can be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention and also to enable any person skilled in the art to
practice the invention, including making and using any
devices or systems and performing any incorporated meth-
ods. The patentable scope of the invention is defined by the
claims, and may include other examples that occur to those
skilled in the art. Such other examples are intended to be
within the scope of the claims if they have structural
elements that do not differ from the literal language of the
claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements with
insubstantial differences from the literal languages of the
claims.

It will be understood that the particular embodiments
described herein are shown by way of illustration and not as
limitations of the invention. The principal features of this
invention may be employed in various embodiments without
departing from the scope of the invention. Those of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize numerous equivalents to the
specific procedures described herein. Such equivalents are
considered to be within the scope of this invention and are
covered by the claims.

All of the compositions and/or methods disclosed and
claimed herein may be made and/or executed without undue
experimentation in light of the present disclosure. While the
compositions and methods of this invention have been
described in terms of the embodiments included herein, it
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that
variations may be applied to the compositions and/or meth-
ods and in the steps or in the sequence of steps of the method
described herein without departing from the concept, spirit,
and scope of the invention. All such similar substitutes and
modifications apparent to those skilled in the art are deemed
to be within the spirit, scope, and concept of the invention
as defined by the appended claims.

The previous detailed description has been provided for
the purposes of illustration and description. Thus, although
there have been described particular embodiments of a new
and useful invention, it is not intended that such references
be construed as limitations upon the scope of this disclosure
except as set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A switch lock apparatus for a guitar having a pickup
selector switch, the switch lock apparatus comprising:

a body plate having a first body plate end, a second body
plate end, and a mounting hole defined therethrough,
the mounting hole positioned closer to the first body
plate end than to the second body plate end;

a switch opening defined in the body plate and positioned
between the mounting hole and the second body plate
end, the switch opening including a first switch opening
end, a second switch opening end, and a switch opening
length defined between the first and second switch
opening ends, the switch opening further including first
and second switch opening sides defined between the
first and second switch opening ends, the switch open-
ing configured to receive the pickup selector switch;

at least one first side receptacle positioned along the first
switch opening side; and

at least one second side receptable positioned along the
second switch opening side, the at least one second side
receptacle offset from the at least one first side recep-
tacle along the switch opening length.
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2. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the mounting hole is configured to receive a switch screw
of the pickup selector switch of the guitar.

3. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, further compris-

ing:

a sleeve positioned within the mounting hole.

4. The switch lock apparatus of claim 3, wherein:

the sleeve is configured to receive a switch screw of the
pickup selector switch of the guitar; and

the sleeve is configured to allow pivotal movement of the
body plate.

5. The switch lock apparatus of claim 3, wherein:

the sleeve is a press fit sleeve.

6. The switch lock apparatus of claim 3, further compris-

ing:

a washer positioned on top of the sleeve.

7. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the switch opening includes a central passageway defined
along the switch opening length between the at least
one first side receptacle and the at least one second side
receptacle.

8. The switch lock apparatus of claim 7, wherein:

the central passageway is at least as wide as the pickup
selector switch.

9. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

each of the at least one first side receptacle and at least one
second side receptacle includes at least two receptacles
separated by a gate; and
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each gate at least in part defines one of the first switch
opening side or the second switch opening side.

10. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

one or more of the at least one first side receptacle or the
at least one second side receptacle associated with each
of the first switch opening end and the second switch
opening end includes an elongated depth.

11. The switch lock apparatus of claim 10, wherein:

the elongated depth is configured to accommodate at least
a portion of a protector knob of the pickup selector
switch.

12. The switch lock apparatus of claim 1, further com-

prising:

a base portion configured to pivotally receive the body
plate, the base portion including a cylindrical opening
configured to receive a base cylinder of the pickup
selector switch.

13. The switch lock apparatus of claim 12, further com-

prising:

a base cylinder nut configured to attach the base portion
to the base cylinder, wherein the base cylinder nut is
configured to be positioned between the base portion
and the body plate.

14. The switch lock apparatus of claim 13, wherein:

the base portion includes a vertical portion configured to
pivotally receive the body plate; and

the vertical portion is at least as tall as the base cylinder
nut.



