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1 Claim.

This invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in trusses.

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a truss wherein the body band portion there-
of substantially over the entire rear side com-
prises an elastic belt so that a person wearing
the truss may lie in bed with the same in posi-
tion on the body without any discomfiture at
the back of the body. :

A further object of the invention is to provide
a truss of the foregoing character wherein a
metal frame of elastic character and carrying
the truss pad is of a length to extend partly
around the hips of the wearer and terminate at
opposite sides of the back portion to provide the
desired rigidity to the truss at the front side
thereof.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a truss comprising a leather covered
metal frame carrying the truss pad and a back
elastic band or strap.

It is a further and important object of the
invention to provide a truss of the foregoing
character wherein opposite ends of the leather
covered metal frame forming the front side of
the truss have opposite ends thereof slightly di-
rected upwardly to produce an elevating move-
ment of the back elastic strap during assembly
of the front and rear sections of the truss and
eliminating hand manipulation of the rear elastic
strap to raise the same to the desired position
relative to the waist line and hips of the wearer.

With the above and other objects in view that
will become apparent as the nature of the inven-

tion is better understood, the same consists in 3

the novel form, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter more fully described, shown in
the accompanying drawing and claimed.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a truss con-
structed in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary end elevational view;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal section-
al view, taken on line 4—4 of Figure 3, showing a
pocket at one end of the elastic strap for the re-
ception of the adjacent end of the front leather
covered metallic frame of the truss;

Figure 5 is a detail sectional view, taken on i

line 5—5 of Figure 1, showing the end of the
leather covered metallic front section disposed
within the pocket of the rear elastic strap mem-
ber; and

Figures 6 and T are front and side views re-
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spectively of the resilient metallic strip forming
a part of the pad carrying front section of the
truss. '

Referring more in detail to the accompanying
drawing, the truss comprises a pad carrying front
section, designated in general by the reference
character 10 and a rear band section II. The
pad carrying front section {0 comprises a resili-
ent metallic strip of generally serpentine design
having a downwardly arched portion I2 infer-
mediate the ends thereof, merging at opposite
ends into upwardly arched lateral portions 13
and downwardly extending side or end portions
14. The resilient metallic strip is provided with
a leather sheathing or covering 15 and said cov-
ering is retained thereon by stitching 16. Pads
11 of any preferred character are conventionally
connected to the front section 10 of the truss as
illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. For purposes pres-
ently to appear, a strap buckle 18 is attached as
at 19 to the outer side of the front section (8
of the truss at points approximating the curved
hip-engaging portions of the front section of the
truss as shown in Figures 1 and 2.

The rear section (1 of the truss comprises an
elastic band 20 and said band 20 at opposite ends
thereof has leather strap walls 21 secured to
the outer sides thereof by longitudinal stitch lines
22 adjacent opposite side edges of the strap walls
as shown in Figure 3, this arrangement providing
the channel 24, shown in Figure 4. A buckle
strap 25 having perforations 26 therein extends
from the outer strap wall 21 and is intended for
association with the adjacent buckle 18 catrried
by the front section of the truss.

In mounting the truss upon the body of the
wearer, opposite ends of the front section 12 are
placed in the front open ends of the channels 24,
the buckle straps 25 then being passed through
the loop of the buckles 18 and a pull upon said
buckle straps 25 will cause opposite ends of the
front section 10 of the truss to be moved into the
channels 24 distances controlled by the wearer to
obtain proper tension or engagement of the truss
with the body. During movements of the op-
posite ends of the front section 10 of the truss
into said channels 24, the downwardly extending
ends 14 of the resilient metallic strip with the
leather covering 15 thereon will act upon the
walls of the channels 24 to effect slight upward
movement of the rear elastic band 20 so that
upon tightening of the buckle strap, the elastic
band 20 will be raised over the back of the wearer
to the desired and comfortable position for the
wearing of the truss. In other words, when the




2

buckle straps are tightened, the channel portions
at the ends of the band 20 will ride upwardly on
the downwardly directed ends (4 of the front
section and thereby raise the band 20 of the rear
section. It will also be observed from an inspec-
tion of Figures 1 and 2 that the buckle connec-
tions for the front and rear faces of the truss
are well located at the front side thereof and such
disposition of the buckle connections facilitates
placement of the truss on the body of the wearer.

From the above detailed description of the in-
vention, it is believed that the construction and
use thereof will at once be apparent, and while

there is herein shown and described the preferred -

embodiment of the invention, it is nevertheless to
be understood that minor changes may be made

therein without departing from the spirit and .

scope of the invention as claimed.
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We claim:
In a truss of the character described, a front

resilient section and a rear elastic section, each

end of the rear elastic section having a strap
channel for the sliding reception of the ends of
the resilient front section and adjustable con-
nections between the front and rear sections,
said front resilient section including a resilient
metallic strip, a leather covering for the strip,
and said metallic strip being of reverse curve for-
mation with opposite ends directed slightly down-
wardly whereby sliding movement of said ends in
the strap channels effects upward movement{ of
the rear elastic section into correct body engag-
ing position.

JOHN H. MERGEHENN.

ADOLPH MERGEHENN.



