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ABSTRACT
WASHING BASKET

This invention relates to a washing basket, and in particular to a washing
basket which can be converted into a substantially flat platform for use in the
airing and/or drying of clothing articles. When configured as a washing basket
the device can be used to transport and store washing and other desired
articles, and when configured as a platform the device can lie substantially flat
and support textile articles as they are dried and/or aired. The washing basket
has two opposed side panels, the opposed side panels being movable refative
to one another between a first position in which they define a volume
therebetween and in which the washing basket can be used as a receptacle for
clothing articles and the like, and a second position in which the opposed side
panels are substantially coplanar and define a substantially flat platform.
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FIG 1

COMS ID No: SBMI-03335178  Received by [P Australia: Time (H:m) 18:08 Date (Y-M-d) 2006-04-18

-3-

118



18 Apr 2006

2006201622

18/04 2006 17:50 FAX 001161755943980 John R G Gardner ---» IP AUSTRALIA

P/00/011
Regulation 3.2

AUSTRALIA

Patents Act 1990

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION
FOR A STANDARD PATENT

ORIGINAL

Name of Applicant: REALITY PRODUCTS LIMITED

Actual Inventors: Jamusz Lucien Holland, and
Daniel William Carter

Address for Service: JOHN R. G. GARDNER
SUITE 398
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Invention title: WASHING BASKET

Details of Basic Application: GR Application No. 0507732.6 filed 18 April 2005

The following statement is a full description of this invention, including the best method
of performing it known to me:-
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WASHING BASKET
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a washing basket, and in particular to a washing

basket having additional utility.

Throughout this document, the articles with which the washing basket can be
used will be referred to as “textile articles”, to reflect the likelhood that the
invention will achieve its greatest utility with such articles, for example clothing
articles. However, the washing basket can be used with other articles if
desired, and reference to “textile articles” is not to be regarded as a restriction

upon the scope of protection for the invention.

Also, directianal and orientational terms such as “top” "botiom” etc. refer to the
orientation of the washing basket in normal use, as shown in Fig. 1 of the

drawings for example.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

Many different types of washing basket are known, and typically comprise an
open-topped receptacle having a substantial volume into which can be loaded a
number of textile articles during transportation, typically from a dirty linen bin to
a washing machine, from a washing machine to the drier or washing line,
and/ar from the drier or washing line to an airing cupboard or storage cupboard.
A typical washing basket will be made as a one-piece moulded plastic item
with a substantially rigid base and a substantially rigid top, interconnected by
sides comprising a grid of plastic material. The base can incorporate feet, and
the top will ordinarily incorporate one or more carrying handles.

The sides are typically sufficiently rigid to substantially maintain the shape of
the washing basket both when empty and when fully loaded. Accordingly, the
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washing basket occupies substantially the same volume when full and empty,
and can therefore occupy a large volume of an airing or storage cupboard in

which it is located when not in use.

A washing basket is not the only item many households will possess fo assist
with laundry, and many households will also have an airer upon which clothing
articles and the like can be dried and/or aired. Many different types of airer are
also known. One general type éomprises a set of planar frames to which are
connected a number of cross-members. The frames are connected together so
that they can pivot relative to each other, the airer being able to open and close
in a scissor-action. Thus, the frames can be moved relative to each other
between a collapsed condition in which the frames substantially overlie one
another and allow the airer to be stored whilst occupying a relatively small
volume, and an expanded position in which textile articles can be hung over

chosen parts of the frames and cross-members for drying and/or airing.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention seeks to provide a washing basket having additional
utility. Specifically, the invention seeks to provide a washing basket which can
be converted into a substantially flat platform for use in drying and/or airing
textile articles, and which may therefore avoid the requirement for separate
items for these purposes. When configured as a washing basket the device
can be used to transport and store washing and other desired articles, and
when configured as a platform the device can lie substantially flat and support

textile articles as they are dried and/or aired.

According to the Inventlon, there is provided a washing basket having a base
and a top, and a pair of opposed side panels interconnecting the base and top,
the panels being movable relative to one another betwsen a first position in
which they provide a receptacle, and a second position in which the panels are

substantially coplanar.
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In the first position the panels define a volume therebetween, and this volume
can be used as the receptacle for textile articles and the like.

Preferably, the washing basket also has a pair of opposed end panels, the side
panels and end panels together providing the receptacle when the side panels
are in their first position.

When the side panels are in their second position they provide a substantially
flat platform, which ¢an be used to allow one of more articles of clothing or the
like to be laid substantially flat for drying or airing.

Preferably, the side panels are substantially rectangular in shape. Preferably
also the end panels are substantially inverted friangular in shape (i.e. with the
*apex” of the triangle being lowermost in use). The “apex” of the triangular end

panels can be removed to provide a washing basket with a flattened base.

Desirably, the base includes a bass panel. Desirably also the side panels are
each connected at their respective bottom edge to the base panel.

Preferably, the end panels and/or the side panels incarporate fixing means
which can be engaged to hold the side panels in their first positions (and hold
the washing basket in its “receptacle” configuration), and disengaged to allow
the side panels to move to their second positions (and allow the washing

basket to move to its “platform” configuration).

Preferably, each side panel comprises a substantially rigid frame member and a
flexible pénel member. Thus, the inventors have realised that it is not
necessary for the side panels to have structural strength throughout, but
instead the structural strength can be provided by a surrounding frame member
to which the flexible panel members are connected, In addition, the provision
of substantially rigid frame members usefully allows the movement of the side
panels to be effected by hinging of the frame members,
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Desirably, the frame members are pivatably mounted in respective foot
members. Desirably also the foot members have detent means to define the

first and second positions of the frame member.

Preferably, the side panels can be moved to a third position relative to one
another, the side panels in their third position providing a receptacle having a
reduced volume over the receptacle provided by the side panels in their first

position. The side panels in their third position can usefully permit carrying of

the washing basket with one hand for example, and can also provide a suitable

storage configuration.

It is an additional advantage of the present invention that the washing basket
occupies a substantially reduced volume when the side panels are in their
second position (and also in their third position, if applicable) as compared to
the volume when the side panels are in their first position. The first position can
therefore be used during storage of the washing basket when not in use, and
also for transpartation of the washing basket prior to purchase.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The invention will now be described in more detail, by way of example, with

reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig.1 shows & perspective view of the washing basket according to the
invention configured as a receptacle, with the side panels in their

first position;

Fig.2 shows a perspective view of the washing basket of Fig.1
configured as a platform, with the side panels in their second
position;

Fig.3 shows a perspective view of the washing basket of Fig.”
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configured as another receptacle, with the side panels in their

third position;

Fig.4 shows a schematic view of the connection between respective
parts of a frame member and a foot member;

Fig.5 ‘ shows a perspective view of another embodiment of washing
basket according to the invention, with the side panels in their first

position, mounted upon an airer; and

Fig.6 shows a perspéctive view of the washing basket of Fig.5, with the

side panels in their second position, mounted upon the airer.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The washing basket 10 shown in Figs. 1-4 comprises a base 12, a top 14, two
side panels 16 and two end panels 20. In this embodiment the side pansle 16
each comprise a substantially rigid frame member 22 of inverted U-shape, and

a fabric covering.

Thé fabric covering of each side panel 16 comprises a panel 24 of mesh fabric
material, partially surrounded by a border 26 of solid (i.e. non-mesh) material,
The embodiment of Figs. 1-4 has a flattened base 12, the base 12 including a
fabric material, which in this preferred embodiment is also a mesh panel 30
(see Fig.2) which is joined to (or in other embodiments is a continuation of) the
mesh panels 24 of the respective side panels 18.

Clearly, the choice of fabric materials for the panels 24, 30 and border 26, and
the relative size of the border 26, is not directly relevant to the present
invention, but it will be appreciated that when used as a platform as shown in
Fig.2 the provision of large-area mesh panels 24 and 30 is preferred, so as to
facilitate drying and airing of texiile articles placed thereon.
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A part of the border 26 is omitted at 32 to allow a part of the frame member 22
to be available for use as a handle 34 for each side panel 16.

The ende of the frame member 22 are each hingedly mounted upon a
respective foot member 36, the frame member being connected to the foot
member 36 by a respective pivot pin 40, which may be a concealed nut and
bolt fixing, a split pin, a screw, a rivet or a conventlonal bolt for example. The
foot member 36, which is most suitably a plastic moulded component, has a
slot opening 42 In its top surface through which the frame member 22 can be
inserted, and which slot opening 42 allows relative hinged or pivoting

movement of the frame member 22 as described below.

In this embodiment the tops of the opposed frame members 16, including the
handle portions 34 and the fabric covering 26 of the remainder thereof, tagether
define the top 14 of the washing basket 10; the fabric panel 30 and the feet 36
together define the base 12 of the washing basket; and the two side panels 16
define two opposed side panels of the washing basket, the other two of the
panels being defined by the end panels 20.

As with the side panels 16, the end panels 20 comprise a fabric which in this
embodiment is a mesh 44 surrounded by a non-mesh border 46, but can be
any suitable material or combination of materials. Importantly, the ends panels
20 do not require a frame member or any other independent structural support,
though clearly such support can be provided if desired.

The border 46 is substantially permanently connected to the border 26 of the
front (as viewed in Fig.1) side panel 16, but is releasably connected fo the
border 26 of the rear (as viewed in Fig.1)-side panel 16 and the base panal 30
by a zip fastener 50. In this regard, a zip fastener is particularly useful but other
releasable fasteners could be used, for example press-studs at selected
locations upon the respective panels, or sections of hook and loop fastener
such as “Velcro (RTM)".
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When the side panels 16 are in their first position as shown in Fig.1, the
washing basket provides a receptacle in which the side panels 16, end panels
20 and base panel 30 together define a volume into which textile articles can be

placed, transported and/or stored, i.e. similar to a typical washing basket.

Release of the zip 50 (and the correspanding fastener of the other end panal
20), allows the side panels 16 of the washing basket 10 to be pivoted autwardly
from the first relative positions shown in Fig.1 to the second relative positions
shown in Fig.2. In this second position, the side panels 16 are substantially co-
planar, so that the side panels 16 and the base panel 30 together define a
substantially flat surface which can be used as a platform for drying or airing
textile articles.

In this embodiment the frame members 22 each carry a pair of corner
mouldings 52. The purpose of the corner mouldings 52 is to allow the platform
of Fig.2 to span the width of a typical bath, so that the platform can be used to
allow textile articles to dry over the bath (in other embodiments the comer
mouldings are not required and the side panels 16 are sufficiently wide to span
a typical bath). In this application, it will be understood that the mesh panels 24
and 30 not only allow more air to engage the textile article to speed up the
drying' thereof, but also allow drops of water to fall from a wet textile article into
the bath.

The end panels 20 are not shown in Fig.2, though it will be understood that they
remain connected to the border 26 of one of the side panels 16. In practice, the
end panels 20 could be tucked away underneath the platform, or they could be
rolled up and retained by clibs or other retainers provided for that purpose.

When it is desired to convert the platform of Fig.2 back into the receptacle of
Fig.1, the side panels 16 are hinged upwardly relative to the base panel 30, and

the zip 50 is closed to reconnect each end panel 20 with its respective base

panel 30 and other side panel 16.
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As shown in Fig.3, in this embodiment the frame members 22 can be pivoted
inwardly from their first relative positions to third relative positions. Thus, the

11

handie portions 34 can be brought together to substantially enclose a small

volume between the side panels 16 and (now loose) end panels 20. The
washing basket 10 in this “reduced receptacle” form may be mare easily carried
by one hand, and this may be suitable when the washing basket is either empty
or only partially full. In addition, the Fig.3 configuration may be used to store
the washing basket in preference to the Fig.1 or Fig.2 configurations, and it will
be understood that in this configuration the washing basket can occupy a
significantly smaller volume than a typical prior art washing basket. (In this
regard, it is to be noted that the washing basket may be transported from the
manufacturer in the platform configuration of Fig.2, in which it occupies a
relatively small volume, or it may be transported in “flat-packed” form for

‘assembly by the customer).

The configuration of part of each foot member 36 is shown schematicaily in
Fig.4, in which a frame member 22 is shown without the fabric covering for
clarity. Within the foot member 36, and substantially equi-distant from the hings
pin 40, are located three projections 52, 54 and 56, which serve to provide
detent positions for the frame member 22. Specifically, when the frame
member is located between the projections 52 and 54 (see the frame member
numbered 22a in Fig.4) the frame member is held in its first position, i.e. the
position of Fig.1. When the frame member is located between the projections
54 and 56 (see the frame member numbered 22¢ in Fig.4) the frame member is
held in its third position, i.e. the position of Fig.3. Finally, when the frame
member is located in the position shown for the frame member numbered 22b,
the frame member is held in its second position, i.e. the position of Fig.2, with
the projection 52 resisting movement of the frame member back towards the
first position, and the end 60 of the slot opening 42 preventing further outwards
(anti-clockwise as drawn) pivoting movement. i

It will be understood that the siot 42 may terminate adjacent to the frame
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member 22¢ shown in Fig.4 so that the end of the slot member prevents further
inwards (clockwise as drawn) movement. However, it is preferred to provide a
detent projection 56, since the frames 22 of each of the side panels 16 will
engage in that position and will each additionally prevent further inwards
movement of the other frame member.

The frame member 22 is preferably made from metal tubing of substantially
circular cross-section (ideally approximately 1'0 mm diameter tube). The
circular shape of the frame member 22, and the plastic material from which the
foot member 36 is made, allow the frame member 22 to be forced past the
projections 562, 54, 66 as desired, whilst the resilience of the foot member 36
acts to hold the frame member in 2 chosen position absent appropriate force by

the user.

The fact that the frame member 22 engages the end 60 of the slot opening 42
in its second position allows the washing basket when configured as a platform
as in Fig.2 to be lifted up by way of the foot members 36, and the platform will
remain flat even if is supporting heavy textile articles. However, it is not
necessary that the platform retain its flat form if the user seeks to lift one or
other of the handles 34 when the platform is loaded, i.e. in those circumstances
the frame member 22 is likely to be forced past the projection 52 towards its
first position. It may be desired, however, that the detent provided by the
projection 62 be sufficiently great to maintain the washing basket in its platfiorm
configuration when unioaded, whether or not the platform is lifted by the
handles 34 or one or both of the foot members 36. Alternatively stated, the
detent provided by the projection 52 can retain the washing basket in its
platform configuration during (unloaded) movement and storage, facilitating

ease of handling in that configuration.

Figs. 5 and 6 show another, similar, washing basket 110 in use with an airer 62.
The airer 62 is of conventional form comprising 2 number of frames 64, each
with a set of cross-members 66. As is typical of such airers, the frames 64 can
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11

pivot relative to one another to move the airer from its erected or extended
position as shown, to its collapsed condition in which all of the frames
substantially overlie one another. [t will be noted that the present washing
basket 110 (and similarly the washing basket 10} can be dimensioned to
interconnect with the airer 62, both in the receptacle and platform
configurations.

In particular, the corner mouldings 52 have their lowermost surfaces configured
to cooperate with the comer mouldings 70 of the airer. In this way, when in the
receptacle position as shown in Fig.5, the washing basket can be supported by
the uppermost frames 64 of the airer, with the cooperating corner mouldings 52
and 70 substantially preventing tateral movement of the washing basket (both

front to back and side to side) relative to the airer 62.

Also, when in the platform configuration as shown in Fig 6, the mouldings 72
which are carried by the frame members 22 (and which are also present on the
washing basket 10 as shown in Figs. 1-4) cooperate with the comer mouldings
70 of the airer to substantially prevent lateral movement of the platform (both
front to back and side to side) relative to the airer 62.

It will be understood that in the embodiment shown the end panels 20 serve
firstly to retain the side panels 16 in their second position (in addition to the
detent provided by the projections 52 and 54), i.e. the end panels 20 serve to
limit the outwards movement of the side panels 16, in particular when the
washing basket is loaded with textile articles. Also, the end panels 20 serve
secondly to prevent textile articles from falling out of the washing basket when
configured as a receptacle as in Fig.1 or Fig.3. In other embodiments the end
panels could be replaced by cross-straps or the like. Qnly a single cross-strap

would be required to fulfil the first-stated purpose, and provided that the cross-.

strap was large enough (or separate cross-straps were close encugh together)

to prevent textile articles falling out of the washing basket they would also fulfil

the second-stated purpose. Alternatively stated, there is no requirement for the
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“end panels” completely to fill the area between the side panels in the
receptacle configuration,

As indicated above the side panels 16 preferably comprise a frame member 22
providing the structural strength and a fabric panel 24, 26. Ideally, the border
26 of the fabric panel includes an envelope within which much of the frame
member 22 is located. In other embodiments a side member could be provided
by a (perhaps one-piece) sheet of moulded plastic far example, the sheet
having sufficient structural rigidity to fulfil the required purpose and yet
incorporating a grid or mesh to allow the clothes to be effectively dried and
aired when in the platform configuration.
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CLAIMS

1. A washing basket having two opposed side panels, characterised in that
the apposed side panels are movable relative to one another between a
first position in which they define a volume therebetween, and a second
pasition in which they are substantially coplanar.

2. A washing basket according to Claim 1 in which the opposed side panels
lie at an acute angle relative to one another in their first position.

3. A washing basket according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 in which the washing
basket also has a pair of opposed end panels, the side panels and end
panels together defining a volume when the side panels are in their first

position.

4, A washing basket according to any one of Claims 1-3 in which the side
panels are substantially rectangular in shape.

5. A washing basket according to Claim 3 or Claim 4 in which the end

panels are substantially inverted triangular in shape.

6. A washing basket according to Claim 6 in which the apex of the
substantially triangular end panels is removed to pravide a washing
basket with a flattened base.

7. A washing basket according to any one of Claims 3-6 in which the side
panels and/or the end panels incorporate fixing means which can be
engaged to hold the side panels in their first positions, and disengaged
to allow the side panels to move to their second positions.

8. A washing basket according to any one of Claims 1-7 in which each side
panel comprises a substantially rigid frame member and a flexible panel
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9. A washing basket according to Claim 8 in which the frame members are

10

pivotably mounted in respective foot members.

10. A washing basket according to Claim 9 in which the foot members have
detent means to define the first and second positions of the frame

member.

11. A washing basket according to any one of Claims 1-10 in which the
opposed side panels can be moved to a third position relative to one
another, the volume defined between the opposed side panels in their
third position being less than the volume defined between the opposed
side panels in their first position.
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