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(57) The nutcracker has two handles which can be pivoted toward each other about a pin. The one handle 1s connected
to a basket for receiving a nut. The other handle 1s designed as a pressing handle, its end region being constructed as
the pressing part. An insert part can be inserted 1nto this end region for opening small nuts. The basket 1s provided with
an aperture through which the end region of the pressing handle can run directly into the basket. A good squeezing
result (opening of the nut) can be achieved. The rear basket wall 1s preferably closed off 1n order to prevent the nut
from falling out when being placed in. The spacing between the pressing part and the basket wall 1s selected 1n such a
way that a crushing of the nut 1s not possible.
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Abstract

The nutcracker has two handles which can be pivoted toward each other
about a pin. The one handle is connected to a basket for receiving a nut. The
other handle is designed as a pressing handle, its end region being constructed
as the pressing part. An insert part can be inserted into this end region for
opening small nuts. The basket is provided with an aperture through which the
end region of the pressing handle can run directly into the basket. A good
squeezing result (opening of the nut) can be achieved. The rear basket wall is
preferably closed off in order to prevent the nut from falling out when being placed
in. The spacing between the pressing part and the basket wall is selected in such

a way that a crushing of the nut is not possibie.

(Figure 1)
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Nutcracker

This invention concerns a nutcracker with two handles which can be

pivoted toward one another. In conventional nutcrackers the nut has to be
5 carefully placed. Moreover, conventional nutcrackers are not very suitable for

cracking nuts of different sizes. It is the object of the present invention to avoid
the drawbacks of the state of the art, and to create a nutcracker in which the nut is
automatically placed correctly. When opening the nut, the nut should always be
precisely pressed upon. The nutcracker should be able to be adjusted to the size

10 of the nut to be cracked. This is achieved according to the invention in that the
one handle is provided at its end with a receiving means for receiving a nut, and
the receiving means is provided with an aperture in the end region of the other
handle, acting as the pressing handle, through which aperture the pressing
handle, with its end region acting as the pressing part, can run directly into the

15 receiving means, and an insert part is further provided placeable on the end
region of the pressing handle or insertable into the receiving means.

With the nutcracker according to the invention, the pressing is carried out
only up to a certain amount so that the nuts are not completely crushed. By
means of the insert part an optimal adaptation to the size of a particular nut can

20 be made, and furthermore the aperture angle between the handles can thereby be
kept always proportionally optimal. In a preferred embodiment the rear wall of the
basket is closed off in order to prevent the nut from falling out when being placed
In. Further preferred embodiments result from the dependent claims.

An embodiment example as well as its use will be described in the following

25 with reference to the enclosed drawing. |

Fig. 1 is a depiction in perspective of the closed nutcracker with inserted
insert part;

Fig. 2 shows the opened nutcracker with the insert part removed:

Fig. 3 shows the opened nutcracker with the insert part removed and a

30 view of the basket aperture;

Fig. 4 shows the opened nutcracker with inserted insert part;
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Fig. 5 shows the nutcracker with inserted insert part when cracking a small
nut

Fig. 6 shows the nutcracker without the insert part when cracking a

medium-sized nut;

Fig. 7 shows the closed nutcracker when cracking an oversized nut
between the handies.

Fig. 1 shows the nutcracker 1 in perspective in closed state. The
nutcracker comprises a handle 3, connected to a basket 2, and a pressing handle
4, disposed movable with respect to handle 3. The pressing handle 4 is disposed
pivotable about a pin 5 about the basket 2. and thus pivotable about the handle 3,
connected to the basket. The grooved end region 6, designed as the pressing

part, cooperates with the holding ribs 7 on the basket wall 25 to open a medium-

sized nut. In the case of the nutcracker according to Fig. 1, an insert part 8 to

open a small nut is placed upon the end region 6 of the pressing handle 4.

Provided on the inner side of the handles 3 and 4 are grooves 9, 10, 11 and 12 to
open oversized nuts.

Fig. 2 shows the nutcracker in opened position. Located between the
closed-off rear basket wall 13 and the front edge 14 of the basket 2 is an opening
15 for the pressing part 6 of the pressing handle 4. The end region 6 is provided
with grooves 16. The pressing part 6 of the pressing handle 4 is provided with a
slot 17 for introducing a projection 18 of the insert part 8. The insert part 8 is also
provided with grooves 19, which hold the nut to be cracked. The insert part 8 is
not inserted in the depiction according to F Ig. 2. The pressing part 6 and the
transition from the handle 3 to the basket 2 are provided with projections 23 and
24. These projections limit the distance between the pressing part and the basket
wall 25 to a certain amount.

Depicted in Fig. 3 is the nutcracker in opened position with the basket 2
directed forwards. The nut to be cracked is held either between the holding ribs 7

of the basket 2 and the grooves 16 of the pressing part 6 of the pressing handle 4
or the grooves 19 of the insert part 8. It would also be possible to omit the rear

wall 13 of the basket. However, with a closed-off rear basket wall 13 the nut is

prevented from falling out in any case when being placed in. Moreover the
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spacing between the pressing part 6 of the pressing handle 4 and the basket wall
25 Is selected in such a way that a crushing of the nut is not possible.
Furthermore by means of the insert part an optimal adaptation to the particular
size of the nut can be achieved, and moreover the aperture angle of the handles 3
and 4 can thereby be maintained always at an optimal proportion. The end region
6 or respectively the pressing part of the pressing handle 4 can run directly into
the basket whereby it always rests exactly on top of the nut. A good squeezing
result (opening of the nut) can thereby be achieved. The handles 3 and 4 are
designed moreover with grooves 9, 10, 11, and 12 for opening oversized nuts. In
addition, bottles and other containers with lids can be opened with the basket 2.
When opening champagne bottles. a flying away of the cork can be prevented by
the rear basket wall 13.

Fig. 4 shows the opened nutcracker with inserted insert part 8.

Fig. S shows the nutcracker with inserted insert part 8 when opening a
small nut 20. The nut is thereby held between the grooves 19 of the insert part 8
and the holding ribs 7 of the basket 2.

Fig. 6 shows the nutcracker in use when opening a medium-sized nut 21.
This is held between the grooves of the pressing part 6 of the pressing handle 4
and the holding ribs 7 of the basket 2. The insert part 8 Is not inserted.

Fig. 7 shows the nutcracker when opening an oversized nut between the
grooves 9, 10, 11 and 12 in the inner region of the handles 3 and 4.

In an embodiment not shown in the drawing, a correspondingly deSigned
insert part is not placed upon the end region of the pressing handle, but instead is

placed in the receiving means, designed, for example, as a basket.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A nutcracker with two handles which can be pivoted toward each other,

wherein one of the handles is provided at its end with a receiving means to
receive a nut, and the receiving means in the end region of the other handle,
serving as the pressing handle, is provided with an aperture through which the
pressing handle, with its end region acting as the pressing part, can run directly
iInto the receiving means, and an Insert part is further provided placeable on the
end region of the pressing handle or insertable into the receiving means.

2. The nutcracker according to claim 1, wherein the receiving means is a
basket.

3. The nutcracker according to claim 2, wherein the rear wall of the basket
Is closed off.

4. The nutcracker according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the basket is provided
at least partially on the inside with retaining ribs.

5. The nutcracker according to claim 1, wherein the insert part is provided
with retaining grooves.

6. The nutcracker according to claim 1, wherein the end region of the
pressing handle is provided with a slot for introducing a projection of the insert
part.

7. The nutcracker according to claim 1, wherein both handles are provided
with stops in the end region.

8. The nutcracker according to claim 1, wherein the handles are designed

with grooved recesses on their interior for receiving oversized nuts.

Fetherstionhaugin « u.
Ottawa, Canada
Patent Agents

FoTwT e 4 EAS v A aghuary b oo T T P A T ek b A L A e A > _
T T ey SV TR AN —— VA SR S Tyl mpbefebmyys oy oy s vttt 3

RRRERL . TS



1/5

FIG. 1




CA 02260367 1999-01-27

2/5




02260367 1999-01-27

CA




CA 02260367 1999-01-27

4/5

11

FIG. 5




CA 02260367 1999-01-27

5/5
6 i
11 FIG. 6
TR
21
A

11




	Page 1 - abstract
	Page 2 - abstract
	Page 3 - description
	Page 4 - description
	Page 5 - description
	Page 6 - claims
	Page 7 - drawings
	Page 8 - drawings
	Page 9 - drawings
	Page 10 - drawings
	Page 11 - drawings

