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The present invention relates to & game. and a display
unit for the game, more particularly, to an arrangement
of a display unit, a game, playing surfaces and game
pieces for use in the game.

One of the most popular forms of recreation is the
playing of various types of games. Such games have
taken many forms and range from simple games, pri-
marily devised for children, to extremely complicated
games designed to simulate actual transactions taking
place in various phases of human activity. Such games
may also involve complex electronic circuits for giving
various indications according to a predetermined pattern.

A basic form of game comprises a game board having
a playing surface thereon wherein game pieces are
moved upon the playing surface according to a prede-
termined pattern.  This pattern for determining the
movement of game pieces is based upon. previously es-
tablished’ rules or by various chance devices. The un-
known' elements surrounding the chance determination of
the movement of the game pieces provides uncertainty so
as to- maintain: the outcome of the game in doubt until
its conclusion. The degree of excitement flowing from
such games has proved to be extremely entertaining.

In the present game; there is provided a playing sur-
face whereon. game pieces move on this: playing surface.
These game pieces are unique in that they comprise in-
herent- powers of movement or locomotion. Thus the
movement of the- game-pieces-is not-dependent upon any
previously determined. rules-or upon chance devices but
upon the-purely natural characteristics of the game pieces
wherein the game pieces are-endowed with the inherent
powers of movement..

These game pieces. comprise- the- so-called jumping
beans which are-native to-Mexico. These beans have the
peculiar. characteristic of jumping; thatis, the bean when
positioned upon- a- surface- is capable: of a number of
jumping movements- so- as. to- propel the bean across the
surface;. This ability. to- jump- is- increased by exposing
the beans:to the action. of light and heat. The jumping
or movement of the. beans. is- usually’ manifested in a
more or:less.continuous direction.

These beans comprising the game pieces of the present
game are usually sector shaped in cross section. Each
bean encloses a grub or worm and it is apparently the
spasmodic movements of this worm within the bean
under the action of heat and light which causes the so-
called jumping of the bean.

While the present game itself is novel and interesting,
the present invention also comprises a display arrange-
ment for this game which will attract considerable atten-
tion to the game. The mere display of the game so as
to be clearly visible to the public is usually not suffi-
cient to draw attention to the game. Accordingly a dis-
play arrangement has been devised which will audibly
call attention to the presence of the game.

Accordingly there is disclosed a display board wherein
the game playing surfaces are mounted upon the board.
In addition packages of the game pieces, the jumping
beans, are also mounted upon the board. These beans
are packaged in transparent plastic containers, so that the
jumping movements of the bean are clearly visible. In
addition the movements of the beans in the packages of
the display board makes a continuous clicking noise
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which quickly draws attention to the présence” of the
jumping beans and the games on display:

The resulting display arrangement of this. game is
therefore self-advertising and accordingly the sale. of
merchandising of these games is considerably increased.

It is, therefore, the principal object of this invention to’
provide a novel and improved game display.

It is another object of this invention to provide a novel
and improved display unit for a game comprising a.game
playing surface and game pieces.

It is a forther object of this invention to provide a
game where the game pieces are self-propelled over a
game playing surface to provide an appealing and enter-
taining diversion for players of all ages. _

It is an additional object of this invention to™ provide'
a novel and improved package for game pieces having.
inherent powers of locomotion.

it is still another object of this-invention to provide a
method of displaying a game board, game pieces and a
display board.

It is still a further object of this invention to provide
a display unit for a game comprising game pieces, having
inherent powers of movement whereby attention is con-
tinuously called to the presence of the games on display.

Other objects and' advantages of this invention will be
apparent. upon reference to the accompanying description’
when taken in conjunction with the following drawings
herein: ' .

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view but looking in‘a
slightly upward’ direction illustrating the game display
unit of this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the' display’
unit shown in FIGURE 1; '

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the display unit illus-
trated-in FIGURES ‘1 and 2;

FIGURE 4 is a plan view of the playing surface of the'
game of this invention; and

FIGURE 5 is an overall perspective view of the pack-
age comprising the container and game pieces with the:
closure of the container being shown in an open-position.

Returning now to:the drawings, the specific embodi-
ment of this invention: will presently be described. With:
reference to FIGURE 1, there is disclosed a display -unit
indicated gemerally as 1.. This display unit comprises’
a display board 2 which is-formed of a substantially rigid-
sheet-like material such as card board, wood, plastic or
compressed. fibrous material. This display board is actu--
ally a sound board for amplifying the sounds made by
the. movement of the beans in the: eontainers. Hence,
the material of the sound board should be resonant to
sound.

A stand 3 is mounted on the rear face 4 of the display
board in substantially a vertical position. Reference to
FIGURE 2 will show the stand and will also illustrate
the angle from. the vertical at which the display unit is
normally positioned.

There is a plurality of substantially square openings
5 in the display board. These openings are arranged in
two pairs of vertical rows 6 positioned adjacent the ver-
tical edges of the display board. The number of openings
in each row is the same. The top openings in the row
are spaced from the top edge 7 of the display board to
provide space for the inclusion of descriptive or adver-
tising matter.

A pad of game sheets 8 is mounted on the front surface
9 of the display board. These game sheets are formed
of paper, cloth, or plastic and are mounted by a per-
forated edge 10 so as to be readily detachable from the
pad. :

A playing surface for the game is printed upon each
of the game sheets and is indicated at 11 in FIGURE 4.
The playing surface is divided into four quadrants by the



linés 12 and 13, and each has a starting area 14 located
in the center portion of the playing surface. Surround-
ing the starting area are a plurality of scoring areas which
are assigned different values. -
Proceeding next to FIGURE 3, there is illustrated
container 15. for retaining the game pieces. The con-
tainer 15 is so dimensioned that it can be readily received
in the opening 5 of the display board. The container 15
is constructed from a rigid transparent thermoplastic
material such as polystyrene, or polymethyl methacrylate,
known as Lucite and comprises a closure member 16

which is pivotally mounted on the body of the container

by a hinge 17. A latch 18 is also provided to detach-
ably lock the closure member to the body of the con-
tainer.

. Four jumping beans indicated at 19 are packaged in
each of the containers. These beans are a variety known
as Mexican jumping beans, such as described above.

. When the display unit is positioned upon a substan-
tially horizontal surface the jumping of the beans in the
containers of the display unit will make a clicking noise.
This clicking noise will cause the sound board to resonate
and will readily attract attention to the game display.
As a result, the display unit has a considerable quantity
of built-in sales appeal.

The game playing surface is simple in nature. Hence
the game can be readily played without the necessity for
study of the rules involved. Since the manner in which
the game is played is readily apparent by a cursory exami-
nation of the game as it is displayed, it is clear that this
game display unit will promote considerable impulse
buying.

- In playing the game, each player places a game piece
in a quadrant of the starting area. As the bean jumps
about the playing surface, the player adds the values of
the various scoring areas into which the bean has moved.
If the bean leaves the playing surface, it is then replaced
in the starting area. A typical game may comprise a
total score of 300 points.. As the jumping bean is more
active when heated, the bean may be held in the hand for
a short period of time prior to being placed upon the
playing surface.

_The scoring of the game may be varied from that de-
scribed above. For example, the game may comprise a
predetermined number of times that the bean jumps off
the playing surface. While the game is best played with
four players, fewer players can readily take part in the
game as the playing surface has been described above.
To permit a greater number of players than four to par-
ticipate, it would be necessary to redesign the playing
surface.

Thus it can be seen that the present invention provides
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an entertaining game which is simple in nature but which
nevertheless is very entertaining. There also has been
disclosed a display unit for this game which comprises
a sound board to continuously attract attention of poten-
tial purchasers to the game display. The simplicity of
the game itself, which is readily apparent by examining
the game as it is displayed, together with the inherent
audible attraction of the game will greatly facilitate the
merchandising of this item. ) -

It will be understood that this invention is susceptible to
modification in order to adapt it to different usages and
conditions, and accordingly, it is desired to comprehend
such modifications within this invention as may fall with-
in the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A display arrangement for a game having game
pieces with inherent powers of movement, and compris-
ing a display board, a stand on said display board to posi-
tion said board in substantially a vertical position, a pad
of game sheets mounted on said display board, and pack-
ages of game pieces removably mounted upon said display
board.

2. A display arrangement as claimed in claim 1 with
said packages comprising containers. formed from
transparent material. .

3. In a display arrangement for a game having game
Dbieces with inherent powers of movement, a display board,
there being a plurality of openings in said display board, a
stand on said display board to retain the board in a sub-
stantially -vertical position, a pad of game sheets each
having a playing surface thereon mounted upon said dis-
play board, and a plurality of packages of game pieces re-
movably mounted in said display board openings.
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