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Application Aungust 22, 1952, Serial No. 305,893
5 Chaims.  (Cl. 160—39)

This invention relates to improvements in window
cornices, and, in particular, concerns the provision of a
readily adjustable segmented cornice which can be as-
sembled with a minimum of labor. A further feature is
concerned with means for covering the cornice with a
fabric whereby the fabric can be fastened to the cornice
with speed and simplicity without the requirement of tools
or special mechanisms of any sort.

The window cornice of this invention is adapted for use
for any size window and is supportable by a bracket which
is both horizontally and vertically adjustable. This
bracket may be mounted upon the window frame in con-
ventional manner and holds the window cornice securely
with a minimum of Jabor involved in its adjustment. The
window cornice itself is adapted to be covered with a
decorative fabric either before or after being positioned
upon the bracket. By means of this invention, this is
made possible in a simple and very efficient operation
by inserting metal slats at the back of the window cornice
which tighten and hold the fabric in a stretched shape
across the front of the window cornmice. These metal
slats are easily insertable in a desired position at the back
of the window cornice and are so adapted that the fabric
may be adjusted and moved to any desired position.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide
a window cornice which may be readily adjustable on
a window bracket such that it may be made to fit vari-
ous size windows.

1t is another object of this invention to provide a bracket
for a window cornice which is both horizentally and
vertically adjustable so as to receive a window cornice
under varying conditions with a minimum of labor in the
instailing operation.

8till ancther object of this invention is to provide a
wiadow cornice of several segments or panels and which
is adjustable across the widths of varying size windows
and can be secured by a cornice bracket in which no
special tools are required for the securing operation.

A further object of ihis invention is to provide a win-
dow cornice with means for securing the decorative fab-

ric across the face by means which can be readily in- .

serted therein and just as easily withdrawn without any
special tools or complicated installing procedure being
involved.

5till another object of this invention is to provide a
window cornice which has means for securing a fabric
across the face thereof by the provision of flexible metal
slats across the rear of the cornice which can be readily
inserted therein so as to stretch the fabric into position
and sscurely hold it in place. :

Other objects of this invention will appear in part from
the description of a preferred embodiment which follows
and will be furthér apparent to those skilled in the art.

The preferred form of this invention is shown in the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of the top of a window
frame showing the adjustable brackets;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side view iaken from a position
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intermediate the brackets in Fig. 1, and looking to the
right, showing one of the brackets in better detail;

Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-section of the bracket taken
along the line 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section of the bracket taken
along the line 4—4 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is a horizontal cross-section taken along the line
5—5 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 6 is an elevation of one of cornice end segments
or panels which is adapted to be secured by the right-
hand bracket shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the cornmice segment shown
in Fig. 6;

Fig. 8 is a rear elevational view of an intermediate
segment of the window cornice which is adapted to be
connected to the cornice segment shown in Fig. 6;

Fig. 9 is a plan view of the cornice segment which is
adapted to be fitted at the left end of the window sash onto
the bracket thereon;

Fig. 10 is a vertical cross-section of the cornice seg-
ment taken along the line 16—16 of Fig. 6 in enlarged
detail;

Fig. 11 is a vertical cross-section in enlarged detail of
the intermediate cornice segment taken on the line 11—11
of Fig. §;

Fig. 12 is an elevation of a window frame showing a
window cornice with the segments attached to one an-
other and secured by the brackets;

Fig. 13 is an enlarged vertical cross-section of the
secured cornice and bracket taken on the line 13—13 of
Fig. 12;

Fig. 14 is a vertical cross-section similar to the view in
Fig. 13, taken on the line 14—14 of Fig. 12;

Fig. 15 is an elevational view of the cornice similar
to Fig. 12, but showing the fabric in secured position
along the face of the cornice;

Fig. 16 is an enlarged vertical cross-section showing
the fabric held in place by the metal insert taken on the
line 16—16 of Fig. 15; -

Fig. 17 is a view similar to Fig. 16 taken along the line
17—17 of Fig. 15; and

Fig. 18 is an isometric view showing the metal insert.

Referring now to the drawings in a general way, and
Figs. 1, 12 and 15 in particular, it is seen that there are
supporting brackets B mounted in a conventional manner
by screws, or the like, on a window frame W. A win-.
dow cornice of segmented or paneled form shown gener-
ally at C in Fig. 12 is adapted to be mounted on these.
brackets, and a covering F shown in Fig. 15 is adapted
to be stretched along the outer face thereof in a manner
which will be described.

The bracket B comprises a window mount section 20
which has a base portion 21 which may be fastened to
the window in a conventional manner by screws, nails,
etc. The window mount is provided wtih holes 22 in
which a setscrew 23 is adapted to be positioned. This
window mounting is of a channel-shape configuration and
has disposed therein in sliding contact a horizontally ex-
tensible section 24 which is likewise of a channel-shape
configuration, but of such a size as to nest within the
mount 28. The nesting end of this section is provided
with a slot 25 which fits between the mount 20 and the
head of the setscrew 23 so that it may be adjusted by
a tightening or loosening of the setscrew and movement
of the section with respect to the mount 20. The hori-
zontal section 24 has an offset hook 26 which is located
adjacent a groove 27 in the section 24 for a purpose to
appear. The lower end of the horizontal section has a
downwardly depending channel-shaped portion 28 which
is provided with an adjustment slot 29.

Nesting on the outside of the downwardly depending
portion 28 is a vertical bracket section 30 of a channel-
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shape and which is provided with a setscrew receiving hole
31 50 as to receive a setscrew 32 mounted in the adjusting
slot of the horizontal section. The lower end of the verti-
cal section 30 is provided with a downwardly directed
hook 33 which is adapted to support a window cornice
as will be described.

The window cornice itself comprises three or more
segments or panels as shown generally in. Fig. 12 which
are, respectively, end panels 34 and 35 and an intermediate
panel connected thereto designated as panel 36. It is
to be understood that any number of such intermediate
panels may be used depending on the requirements. End
panel 35 is of a generally L-shaped configuration and, as
shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 10, has an upper bent-over rim
portion 38 and a corresponding lower rim portion 39.
These rim portions are spaced at their ends from the
main section of the panel for a purpose to appear, but,
at the juncture of the two legs of the L.-shaped section,
are bent tight against the panel for increased rigidity.

The intermediate panel 36 comprises a straight section
having an upper bent-over rim portion 40 and a lower
bent-over rim portion 41, which are of a greater radius
than the corresponding rim portions of the end panel
3s,

The other end panel 34 is identical in construction with
the end panel 35.

A flexible metal strip 42 is shown in Fig. 18 which is
of an arcuate cross-section such that it may be flexed
with no undue strain. This flexible metal insert is adapted
to stretch the fabric flat across the face of the window
cornice and securely hold it in place in a manner that
will appear.

Use.—The bracket B, after being fastened to the win-
dow frame in conventional manner, is adjusted by loosen-
ing the setscrew 23 and adjusting the horizontal section
24 to a desired position so that it may fit over blinds,
drapery rods, etc., to fit the window frame in a desired
manner. The setscrew 23 is then tightened. The set-
screw 32 joining the lower depending portion 28 of the
bracket section 24 is then loosened so that the lower sec-
tion 30 may be adjusted to fit inside the lower rim por-
tion of the cornice as will appear.

The cornice C is joined together by interfitting the in-
termediate panel 36 with the end panel 35 such that it
nests inside the intermediate panel at its end, as is shown
in Figs. 12 and 14. In this position, the upper and
lower rim members 38 and 39 of the end panel 35
nest within the upper rim member 40 and the lower rim
member 41, respectively, of the panel 36 since the former
are of a smaller size than the latter. The other end panel
34 is then joined to the intermediate panel in a like man-
ner.

The cornice is then fitted over the brackets by insert-
ing the upper rim of the end panels over the upper
hooks of the horizontal sections of the bracket. Thus,
as is shown in Fig. 13, the upper rim 38 of the end panel
35 fits over the hook 26 as section 24. The vertical sec-
tions of the brackets are then raised and dropped down-
wardly into the lower rims of the end panels and the
setscrews are tightened. This is clearly shown in Fig.
13 where it is seen that the vertical section 30 has the
depending hook portion 33 fitting within the lower rim
member 39 of the end panel 35. In this manner the
cornice is securely held in place by the bracket against
any movement whatsoever. If desired, however, the
cornice may be adjusted to a closer or more distant posi-
tion with respect to the window frame by appropriate
adjustment of the setscrew adjustment on the horizontal
extension of the bracket.

The fabric covering operation is best understood by
referring to Figs. 15 to 18, inclusive. A fitted fabric,
which is adapted to fit over the face of the cornice, is
cut and the edges of the fabric are folded back over
the back sides of the cornice so that they stretch over
the upper and lower rim portions.

The metal insert 42 7
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is then flexed so that its ends are drawn toward each
other and this insert is then imserted into the upper
and lower rims of the panels so as to bear against the
cloth and stretch it into the inner recesses of these rims
and securely hold the cloth in place upon the release of
pressure from the installer’s hand. Thus, as is shown
in Fig. 16, the flexible metal insert 42 will bear against
the fabric and hold it securely within the inside of the
upper rim portion 38 and the lower rim portion 39 of
the end panel 35. A number of these metal inserts are
positioned on the cornice and may be pesitioned along
the juncture of the intermediate panel 36 and the end
panel 35 as is shown in Fig. 17.

The fabric is then pulled fight at both ends of the
cornice and wrinkles are rubbed out of the fabric along
the face of the cronice. The ends of the fabric are then
folded over so that the overlapping portion of the fabric
at the end of the corpice is folded back on the interior
of the cornice and then the metal inserts 42 are inserted
at the ends to hold the squared corners in place in the
manner described before. Any desired number of in-
serts may be used, since they are cheap and readily re-
placeable. It is obvious that a tightening operation may
be very simply had by merely removing one of the in-
serts and pulling the ends of the fabric together along
the inside of the cornice and then reinserting the metal
slat, which, in assuming, its normal unflexed position with-
in the rims, acts additionally to pinch and stretch the
fabric and hold it in place.

Although the manner of placing the fabric upon the
cornice has been described as taking place after the
cornice is supported on the brackets, it is to be under-
stood that this operation may take place before this
operation depending upon the desire of the installer.

There has been provided, by means of this invention,
a cornice which has a readily adjustable bracket in either
horizontal or vertical directions and can be adapted to
fit over drapes, blinds, and other window comstructions
in a desired manner. The cornice of this invention can
be made of any desired length across the width of a
window and by its sliding action of the end and inter-
mediate panels may accommodate any such number of
intermediate sections. The fabric covering feature of
this invention is of such simplicity and ease in installation
that it may be installed with no special tools whatsoever
other than the metal inserts which are readily replaceable
and are adapted to hold the fabric covering in a stretched
and securely tightened position on the cornice. By means
of this fabric covering and securing device, any fabric
may be placed upon the cornice in a minimum of time
and removed therefrom by merely taking out the metal
inserts which may be done with practically no labor or
loss of time.

What is claimed is: )

1. A window cornice having a flat outer face which
is adapted to be covered with a decorative fabric covering,
and mieans on said: cornice for receiving flexible metal in-
serts having end edges which engage and stretch said fabric
and secure it in a stretched position on the face of the
window cornice, said means comprising upper and lower
bent-over rim portions for receiving the end edges of
said metal inserts and the fabric held therein.

2. The device of claim 1 in which the flexible metal
inserts have an arcuate cross-section.

3. A window cornice assembly adapted to be mounted
on a window frame and comprising bracket mounting
means, a plurality of window cornice panels, means for
connecting said panels together in adjustable telescoped
relation and securing the assembled panels to said
brackets, means for securing a fabric covering to said
panels in a stretched condition, said panel connecting
means comprising upper and lower bent-over rim portions
on each of said panels whereby the ends of each adjacent
panel are adapted to nest within one another in tele-
scopic relation, and said fabric securing means including
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a plurality of flexible metal inserts, said inserts having
end edges which are springable into said rim portions to
stretch said fabric and bind the same therein.

4. A window cornice assembly adapted to be mounted
on a window frame and comprising bracket mounting
means, & plurality of window cornice panels, means for
connecting said panels together in adjustable telescoped
relation and securing ‘the assembled panels to said
brackets, and means for securing a fabric covering to
said panels in a stretched condition, said bracket mount-
ing means including a window frame mounting section,
a horizontally extensible section having means thereon to
secure an upper portion of a window cornice and a ver-
tically extensible section having means thereon to secure
a lower portion of the window cornice, said panel con-
necting means comprising upper and lower bent-over
rim portions on each of said panels adapted to be engaged
by the securing means on said bracket, and adapted to
nest at their ends in telescopic relation, and said fabric
securing means including a plurality of flexible metal
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inserts, said inserts having end edges which are spring-
able into said rim portions to stretch said fabric and bind
the same therein.

5. A device for stretching a fabric over the top of a
flat surface, said device including means on the bottom
of said surface for receiving flexible metal inserts having
end edges which engage and stretch said fabric and secure
it in a stretched position on the top of said flat surface,
said means comprising first and second opposed bent-over
rim portions at opposed edges on the bottom of said sur-
face for receiving the end edges of said metal inserts and
the fabric held therein.
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